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. Union .Agency, 

Muscogee, I.T. March 11, 1899. 

Mose Chigley, 

U.S. I. P., 

Davis, I.T. 

Sir:-

Replying to your communication of the 9th instant, I 

have to inform you that a recent fire destroyed all the pro­

perty of my office and I cannot therefore at this time send 

you a uniform and badge. 

If you will ·write me again about this matter in the 

near future, I will try to supply you with what you need. 

Very respectfully, 

D. M. Wi$dom 

u.s. Indian Agent. 

Approved: 

J'. Ge o • ~ri gh t • 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma, Press Book, fJ 1 
Letter II 194. 



·-· -·· ~ · 

.... ' . 2 

Un i on Agency , 

:r.Ius cogee , I . T., 

8083 - B 

une 30th , 189o . 

c. I. lummer , 

U .a. I ndian )alice , 

apanuck a , r .m. 

Si r : -

You . re hereb noti f i ed that our arae 11 s been dropped from 

the roll of p olicemen , and your services terminate- today, J une 

30th , 18 9 • You i ll understand tha t it is not o i ng to any 

dissatisfa ction on the part of the agency , t hd t you ha ve been 

dropped from the olice force , but a re - distribution of t1e police 

force ne cess ita t e s this ction . Yo u 'lill return all overnment 

property in our posse s i on exce· t clo h i · • 

Appr oved: 

e_ r espe ctfull' , 

. Geo . ~ right . 

U. · . I n dian Ins ector . 

J . Blair 3hoenfelt 

• . I ndi an gent . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency Press Book lo . 3 Letter 328 . ;us o ee , la . 



Union Agency , 3 
Muscogee , I . T., June 30th, 1899. 

Hon. D. H. Johnston, 

Gov. Chickasaw Nation, 

Tishomingo, I.T. 

Sir:-

808 :3- C 

As all Indian Policeman ~st be reappointed on July lst , 

that date being the beginning of the fiscal year, I have de -

cided to reappor tion them among the several tribes of the agency; 

and in this reapportionment, there v ill be about three assigned 

to duty in your nation . 

In order that this may be accomplished as to best sub­

serve the interests of both the Chickasaw people and this De-

partment, I would be pleased to receive suggestions from you 

as to the best places to station these officers . 

The policemen who w.ill be on duty in your nation after 

July 1st and until other ise arranged , are: 

Private , 

" 

" 

Mose Chigley , 

D. N. Garland , 

J . -amp . illis , 

Davis 

Chickasha 

Kingston . 

Very respectfully , 

J .Blair Shoe nfelt 

u.s . Indian gent . 

Approved : 

J.Geo. vright 

u.s. Indian Inspector 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, ;/ 3 , Pr e ss Book , Letter ;t 338 , Muskogee . 
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GERMAN .ALLIANCE INSURANCE COMPANY 

NE YORK 

estern Depart nent , Chicago 
!ALTER H. SAGE , 

Manager 
J OHN C. INGRAM , 

As st.Manager . 
WI LLIAM L. LERCH, 

2nd Asst.Manager . 

J . B. a ir Shoenfel t , 

I nd.Agent . 

Muskogee. I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

· ood ville , I. T . 
April 29 ,1905 . 

. 
083 - D 

I understand that fill Kaney has give up the Indian Police 

f or Southern District . If same be true please advise me who has 

been appointed to fill his place . 

I n case that the place is vacent (Sic) I wish to a pply for 

t he place . 

ours truly , 

Black Brown . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No. 23620 Re ceived May 1 ,1905 Office or 
U . s .Indian Agent ,Mus cogee ,Ind . Ter . Apr . 29 ,1905 . Sl1!rck Brown , Yoodville , 
I.T.----App1ies for position as Indian Policeman.----
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Isom Springs ,I.T. 

May 24,1906. 

Mr. Danna H. Kelsey , 

Muskogee. I • T. 

Dear Sir : 

I want to know whether you ha ve gpt the police force f i l l ed 

yet or not for Pickens County. If not and you want me on the 

force, send me a petition and I can fill it out all right . I 

would love to have the Isom Spring Dist . 

' Yours Re spt . 

Sleek Brown . 

23620. 
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6 
May 1,1905, 

To whom it may concern; 

e the undersigm d citizens of the Chickasaw and Choctaw 

Nations, respectfully recommend M. T. Campbell , for Indian Police , 

under J. B. Kelsey , Revenue collector for the estern District of 

the Indian Territory. 

R.Band 

Dave Hill 

------Atty at Law 

J.M.Dixon 

Wm,Johnson -----Cashier of 1 Natl,Bank. 

Gaul d Baile y 

c.R.Phillips 

Fred G. Beeler , 

E,S.Burney -----Ex-Commissioner U.S.Court 

I desire to say in behalf of the applicant , Mr. M. T. Crompbell , 

that he has been With me on my trips as Police , and I a of th 

opinion t~ t he is in every way competent to fill the position 

sa tis :factorily. I therefore recommend that this appointment 

be made, 

Samel Haines, 
Indian Po ice. 

(Endorsed) 
(Union Agency No.number, letter recommending M. T. Campbell for 
Indian Police.----

10. 



J.Blair Shoenfelt 

u.s.Indian Agent, 

Muskogee ,I .T. 

Sir: 

8083 - :-' 

Nebo, Ind. Ter. 
J"une 10,1905. 

on May the b1th last, your i ntruder court at Ardmore , I . T.in 

case No.755, Robert c. Krebbs, defend~nt, versus John and Lilly 

Boles, plaintiff for possession of part of hi s all otment i n 

T.2-S R.3 East, Sec.28 and said complai nt is more plai nly describ­

ed. Said case was decided in f avor of Robert c. Krebbs , defen­

dant. Said John and Lilly Boles has vacated place upon their own 

free will and now I am in peaceable possessi on of this entire 

place. I seen your Indi a n Police Ben C. Collins of Esnet , I . T. 

in Ardmore next day after I received your let ter, and told him 

not to come, as these parti es had moved of'f o t th i s place . Now 

comes the defendant R.C.Krebbs of the Chick asaw Nation, Chi cka s aw 

by blood, asking yo\.U" honor to please r e turn his hollBste ad certif i­

cate #1602 issued at the Chickasaw Land Office, July the lOth , 

1903. 

Regretting very much that your office expires on July the 1st , 

As I feel that you have been a greate (Sic) f r iend to 

Indian and the white mn 1n the I. T. who has been complying with 

the .laws of this Ind. Ter, this is the sentiments of every good 

citizen in this section, "But what may be our lost might be some 

other states gain." 

Please allow me to call your attention to some time year 

before last or 1903. 
37. 

I made application to your office for 
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Indian policeman for Nebo , Chickasaw Nation, and in your reply 

was that all vacancies was filled , but you would file my applica­

tion a way for further consi deration , but I ha. ve never been able 

until yet to know what was the cause of me not getting this appoint­

ment. Maybe it is not too late yet for you to consider this 

matter . I see ·where there is to be 10 extra Policeman appoint-

ed to collect cattle tax and remove intruders . 

If you can give me this appointment it ill ever be appreciat-

ed by me. My father served as Indian Policeman for 4 years , 

under Robert G.Owens. His name was N. F .Krebbs of Choctaw Nation. 

I am wel_l acquainted with the duties of this office . Thanking you 

for passed (Sio) favors , I have the honor to remain your Indian 

friend, 

Robert c. Krebbs 

Nebo , Chickasaw Nati .on, Ini . Ter . 

P.s. I here inclose send you a masonic sheet of paper . If you 

are no Mason , please be kind enough to hand it to some one who 

you know to be a Mason . It is a good cause and I want to push 

it on to where our widows and orphans will get hones . 

R. C.Krebbs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc.y No .37 Re ceived Jun.l3 , 1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent,Muscogee.Ind.Ter.June 10,1905.R.C.Krebbs,Nebo,I.T.---­
Wants appointment as Indian Policeman.----
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EXECur IVE DEP .A.R'IMENT 
Chickasaw Nation 

Hon . Dana H.Kelsey, 

U. S . Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , I • T . 

Dear Sir : 

8083- G 

Executive Office rs : 
Dougla s H. Johnston ,Governor . 
J . E. Colbe r t , Nati onal Secretary 
T. B. Thompso n , National Tre as . 
Charley Colbe r t ,Auditor Pub . ac t s . 
fillie Kemp , Attorn~y General . 

Joe Newberry,Supt. Pub . Inst ruct . 

Tishomi ngo , I nd . Ter . 

Jul y 2? , 1905 . 

Robert Turnull a half breed Indi an who hase (Sic} made 

applic ation to be a ppo i nted on the I ndian Police force , I have 

known for a number of years and I can safely r e commend him if you 

see fi t to appo int him. 

Respectfully , 

D. H. J ohnston 

Gov . Chick. Nation. 

(Endor sed) Union Agency No.55 Received Jul. 28 , 1905 Office o~ u.s . 
Ind ian Agent ,Musoogee 11 Ind .Ter. J uly 2? , 1905 . Douglas H. J ohns 1D n , 
Gove rnor ChickasawNation, Ti s homingo, I.T.----Recommends Robert 
Turnull to position a s Indian pol i ceman.---- · 
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lapanucka, I . T., 

August 2 , 1905. 

Hon. Turner H. 'Kelsey, 

u. s . Indian Agent , 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Dear Sir: 

I hereby make an application for the position of United States 

Indian Policeman for sane place in the Chickasaw Nation of the 

Indian Territory. My post office is Viola, I . T. I formerly 

made an application for the same position to Mr . Shoenfel t , but 

at that time t~re was no vacancy. I take pleasure in referring 

you to ex Governor P. s. Moseley, ot iapanucka , I . T. 

I am now and have been for about four years National Const-

able for Pontotoc County. 

the place asked for. 

I have plenty or horses necessary for 

Yours very truly, 

Solomon L. Owens . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .58 Received Aug.4,1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent Muscogee , Ind.Ter.Aug.2,1905 Solomon L. Owens, 
Wapanucka, I.T.----Makes application for position as u. s . Indian 
Policeman.----
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 

Hon. Dana H.Kelsey, 

Chickas aw Nation. 
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS : 

DOUGLAS H.JOHNSTON, Gover nor. 
J .E . Colbert , National Secy. 
T.B.Thompson, Nat ional Treas o 
Charl ey Colbert,Auditor Pub . Act s 
Willie Kemp .,Attorney Genera l 
Joe Newbe r ry , Sup t Public­
Instructi on . 

Ti shomingo , Ind . Ter. 

Oct 11,1905 . 

U.S .Indi an Agent, 

Muskogee ,I.T. 

Dear Sir: 

I have the pl~asure to very respectfully recommend f or 

appo intment a s India n Police, Mr.Joe Burr i s , vice filliam Kaney 

recently r esigned. I think he will . be a good man for the place 

and will grea tly appreciate your f avorabl e c onsideration of his 

application. I am, 

Yours very truly, 

D.H.Johnston. 
Governor, Chickas aw Nat i on . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.68 Received Oot.l3,1905 Office or u.s . 
Indian Agent,Musoogee,Ind.Ter.Oct.ll,l905.D.H.Johnson Governor 
Tishom1ngo,I.T.----Recommends for appointment as u. s .Indian ' 
Policeman, Mr.Joe Burris.----
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Ardmore, I .T. 
Oct.ll,l905. 

Dana H.Kelsey, 

U.S • Indian .Agent , 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

I am informed that J.E.McCauley, of Ardmore , I . T. has re­

signed his position as an Indian Policeman , and I hereby make 

application for the position. I ·believe I have the necessary 

qualifications for the place and . have helped positions under the 

civil la w as a peace officer both in Texas and the Indian Terri-

tory. 

I refer you to C~t. J. c. West , Ben c. Collins , Buck Garrett , 

chief of police of Ardmore, as to my character etc . 

You are at liberty to refer to B. H. Colbert, u. s . Marshal 

or any other man who knows me in tbe Chickasaw Nation . 

66. 

Trusting you may be ab1e to give the place to me , I am , 

Very r espectfully , 

• E , Ikard . 



SAM H. BUTLER 

Hon.Dana H.Kelsey, 

Muskogee,I .T. 

Sir: 

13 

BUTLER &. McGILL 

Attorneys a t Law 
Office in Cruce Bldg . 

HUGH • McGILL 

Ardmore , Ind . Ter., 

Oct.ll,l905. 

W. E.Ikard, of Ardmore, has made application for a position 

on the Indian Police force under you , and will say I have known 

Mr.Ikard for a nwnber of years and believe he would make an 

excellent officer; he is now a member of our city police force 

and makes a good officer. 

Sam H. Butler. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No .66 Received Oct.l2,1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent ,Mus cogee,Ind.Ter. Oct.ll,l905 Sam H. Butler , Ardmore , 
I.T.----Endorses • E. Ikard for appointment on Police force .----



MULLEN, MULLEN & MULLEN 
Law and Real Estate 

Dana H. Kelsey, 

U. S . Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

14 

Ardmore , I . T . 

Oct . ll , l905 . 

J . P . MULLEN 
J . S . MULLEN 
L . V . MULLEN 

w. E. Ikard , a member our our (Sic) Police for ce has appl i ed 

to you for a position on your Indian Police for ce , and I can but 

add that he has made an efficient of ficer in our city and I bel i eve 

he would give satisfaction if appo i nted by you . 

Very truly , 

J . P . Mullen . 

66 . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

Dana H. Kelsey , 

U.S.Indian Agent , 

Musk oge e, I • T. 

Sir: 

Ardmore , I . T. 

Oct . ll , l905 . 

I 

Capt.John est told me that J.E. McCauley , a member of the 

Indian Police force had resigned, and if so , I take pleasure 

in recommending ~ . E. Ikard, of Ardmore , who has this day appl ied 

to you for t~ place . I have known Mr . Ikard for some years and 

know him to be an honest, sober and industrious. man and makes 

a good policeman in Ardmore, where he is at present employed, 

and I hope you will appoint him. 

Capt. fest told me to locate a gpod man for the pJa ce and 

to write you , and I think Ikard is 'the man for t.OO place . 

Yours very re spectfully, 

Ben c. Collins 

u.s.Indian Policemen. 



GUY P. COBB 
Attormy at Law 

Ardmor e, I.T. 

Honorable Dana H. Kels ey, 

United States Indian Agent, 

Muskogee.Indian Territory. 

Dear Mr.Kelsey: 

Oct ober 27, 1905 . 

8083- K 

In t~ matter of the applic ation of John w. Dunc an for appoint­

ment a s United States Indian Police , I beg to state : I have known 

Mr. Duncan personally for over three years and that I have perfect 

confidence in his integrity and a bility. He is a bri ght intel l i -

gent Indian, a thoroughly good i nterpr eter and quite trus t worthy . 

My opinion of him is such that I have employed him in all cases 

where I had to send out a good i nt e r pr e t e r on -rna tters of that kind 

which re quired ability and responsibility; and I hope you wi ll 

give his application favorable consideration . 

Yours very r espectfu lly, 

Guy P. Cobb. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.?6 Received Oct.31,1905 Office of UoS • 
Indian Agent Muscogee,Ind.Ter.Oct.27,1905.John w. Duncan Ardmore 

' ' 
I.T.----Application for position as Indian Policema n.----



GUY P. COBB 
Attorney at Law 

Honorable Dana H. Kelsey, 

Sir: 

United States Indian Agent, 

Musko@Se, Indian Territory. 

8 083-L 

Ardmore, I.T. 

October 27, 1905 . 

I am advis e d that there is a va c a ncy on the Indian police 

force, and beg to tender herewith my applic at i on for appointment 

as Indian police to fill such vacancy. I ~ th i rty years of 

age, reside at Ardmore, am Chero kee and Chickasaw by blood, enrol­

led as a Chickasaw; speak the Chicka s aw, Choc taw and English 

language. If a ppointed will endeavor to pe r fonn fai thfully 

such duties as are assigned me. 

76. 

Awaiting your action in t~ matter, I am 

Yours very respectfully, 

John W. Duncan. 



CHICKASAW - RAILROADS 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR • 
. ' a hington . 

Apr il 14 , 1899 . 

J . George Vr igh t , 

Sir: 

U. s . Indian Inspe ctor 
for the Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee , I . T. 

8106- .t 

On the 8th instant the Department submitted to t he ? resident 

for executive act ion under the provis ions of section 29 of the ct 

of Congress appro ved June 28 , 1898 , ( 30 St a t ., 495) , and a ct of 

the Chicka s aw Hation entitled: "An .J. ct to incorporate the Chi ck -

asaw Centra l a ilway Company . " 

Said act was reco:rnrrended for disapprov a l , and the same was 

disapproved on the 11th instant . 

Said a ct and de partmental letter , toget her with a copy of 

the report of the Acting Commissioner thereon , are enclosed here ­

with for appropria te ac t ion ·by you . 

Ind • Ter • D i v . 
9'7 4 - 99 

3 enclosures . 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary . 

Through the Commissioner of Indian ffairs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , # 118 , received Apr . 2~ , 189 9 , off ice 
of u. s . Indi an I nspector f or I . T. ; as hington , pr il 14 , 1899 . 
Se cretary . Returns Chickasaw ct to incorpor ate Central Ry . co. 
disappro ved . 



DEP RT1'ENr OF THE INTERIOR · ··- 1_9 
OFF ICE O.tt INDIAN FF.niRS . 

W uH I GIDN. APRIL 5, 1899 . 

The Honorable 

The '-' ecret · ry of t he Interior . 

Sir : 

Enclosed , herewith , is a report of I arch 28 , 1899 , from 

Inspe ctor vright , t rans mitting , for such considera tion and action 

as may be deemed pro per b v the epartment , an ct of the Chickasaw 

Legislation , to incorporate the Chickasaw Central Ra ilway Company . 

This ct proposes t o create a cor porat ion, under t h e name 

and style of the Chickasa Central Ra i l way Company , for the pur-

pose of loc ating , constructing , furnishing , maint a ining , owning , 

and operat ing a continuous line of railwa y and telegraph , toge -

ther wi th any branch or s purs ne cessary as fe eders , to the ma in 

line of s a id railway compa ny , together ith all rights and app-

urtenance s to the same belong i ng , "commencing at or ne ar a point 

on ed River a t or near albert' s Bridge , in t he hi cka saw at i on , 

running thence in a northwesterly direction to or as ne ar the 

town of Emet as practicable , thence to the town of Ti shomingo , 

I . · T., t hence in a northerly direction to a point on the Canad­

i an iver . Among other po\ ers granted t hi s corpor a tion i s that : 

"Said Compa ny shall have a ri ght to form a junction with the rail -

roads on i t s line , to cross the line of any ra ilway on its line , 

with full power to uni t e and consolidate i th any other company 

upon such terms a s may be agreed t o , t he right to cross and bridge 

all water courses along it s line" . The cap i ta l stock of the Co­

mpany , it is pr ovided , shall not exce ed J 5 , 00 , 000 . and the per­

sons named in the ct as commissioners , are re quir ed to organize 

the·compa ny as soon a s 100 sh ares of the pa r value of .,p lOO shall 

have been subscribed , and five pe r centum of t he pa r value paid in . 

118 
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The land propesed to be traversed by this rai l way belongs ·· in 

common to the Choctaw and Chickasaw ations , which nations have by 

an agreement r a tified both by Congress and by the p eo ple of the 

nations , a greed to a llot the s ame per capi t a , a ccording to value , 

to the citizens thereof , with cert a in reserva tions . I t is a grave 

question , there for e, whether even if the Chi ckasaw r ation is s uch 

a sovereign uthori ty as to have the power to est ablish a c or por-

a tion of the character described , it could alone gr a nt an e a sement 

over lands in wh ich the Choct aw a tion ha s a three - fourths undi vi -

d e d interest , without t he consent of the latter n atio n . 

owever , without discussing the powers of the Choct aw a m 

Chickasaw at i ons o ve r this subject , t he Act in itself cont a ins 

m-ny very objectionable fe a tures , besides the f a ct t ha t Con gres s 

has pr a ctic a lly reserved to i tself the right to g ra nt r a ilro ad 

compan ies rights of way through the Ind i an Territory , and h a s by 

a gener a l righ t of way ct , ap proved arch2 , 1889 , ( Puhlic r o . 150 ) , 

provided a regulat ion under whicn anyx~11way co mpany can s ecure the 

right to establish a line in t he Indian Terr i tory . This ge n era l 

right of way ct , therefore , does away wi th the ne ce ssity of any 

s pecial l egis l ation incor por a ting r a il ay companies f or the pur -

pose of build i ng line s of r a ilroad in a ny part of t he ndi an Ter -

ritory . 

The features of the • ct of t r e hickasaw Legislature whi ch tre 

office thinks a re most obje c tionable are : 

(1) . The unlimited power granted to t he corpora tion to build 

railroads in every direction from its ma in line . If this ct 

were ap proved and springs from lawful authority , this corpora tion 

could establish a line of road from north to south through the 

Chickasaw Nation , and from that line establish a net-work of aux­

iliary or reeder lines embra c ing the whole nation . 
l8 
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( 2) . Grave objection is found to t he power granted to t h is 

proposed corporation , on page three , to unite and consolidate 

with any other company , upon such terms as may be agreed to . 

It can be re adily seen that uns crupulous pa r t ies might us e 

this authority for the consolida tion of numerous lines of rai l way 

in the Chickas aw Nati on , with the ro ad alre ady est ab lished , and 

thereby cre a te a monopoly of the c arrying business in that Na tion, 
. . 

to the dis advantage and hurt of the public . 

( 3) . The long period of time f or wh ich the corporat i on is 

est ablished-- lOG year s . It would be a rather remarkable th ing 

to permit a tempor ary and precarious gpvernment , wh ich , by the 

ter ms of exist ing la' , must expire in abo ut six years and a half ~ 

to est ablish a corpora tion with unusual a nd pr ac tical l y unl i mited 

power to exist for ninety odd years a fter t he government whi ch 

est ablished it has disappeared from existence . 

·~ i th the s e r emarks , I have t he honor to recommend that the 

Act in question be l aid before the resident , wi th the r equest 

that the same be disapproved . 

K. S.M. 
P . 

118 

very re spectf ully , 

Your Obedient Servant , 

A. C. Tonner , 
Act ing Commiss ioner. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INT:ERIOR . 

Washington . 

April 8th , 1899 . 

The President , 

Sil" : 

I have the honor to submit herewith , f or executive action, 

and· act of the Chickasaw Nation entitled , "An Act to incorpora te 

the Chickasaw Central Railway Compa ny" . 

Said Act was approved by the Governor of s a id Na ti on on Feb ­

ruary 10, 1899, and the u. s . Indian I ns pec tor for the Indian 

Territory transmits the same "for such consider ation and a ct ion 

as may (be) deemed proper by the Department . " 

The Acting Commissioner of Indi an Aff a irs re commends that 

said act be disapproved, for the re ason t hat th ere i s no neces -

si ty for · such legislation since the passage of the ct of con­

gress approved March 2, 1899 (Public No ., 150), granting ri gh ts 

of way through the Indian Territory , and he also des igna tes t he 

features of said Act which a ppear to be s pecially ob jectionab le, 

namely: 

"(1). The unlimited power granted to t he corporat ion to 
build r a ilroads in every direction from its main line . I f th is 
Act were approved and springs from lawful authority , t hi s corpo­
ration could establish a line of road from north to south thr ough 
the Chickasaw Nation , and from that line est ablish a net work of 
auxiliary or feeder lines embracing the whole nation . 

"(2). Grave objection is found to the power grant ed to t hi s 
proposed corporation, on page three, to unite and consolidate with 
any other company, upon such terms as may be agreed to . 

"It can be re adily seen that unscrupulous parties might use 
this authority for the consolidation of numerous lines of rail­
way in the Chickasaw Nation, with the road alre ady est ablished , 
and thereby create a monopoly of the carrying business in that 
nation to the disadvantage and hurt of the public . 

"{3). The long period of time for which the corporation is 
established-100 years. It would be a rather remarkable thing to 
permit a temporary and precarious government, which, by the terms 
of existing law, must expire in about six years and a half , to 
establish a corporation with unusual and practically unlimited 
power to exist for ninety odd years after the government which 

118 
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established it has disappeared." 

Said objections appear to be well founded , and I have , there-

fore, to recommend that said act be disapproved. 

Copy of the re port of the Acting Commissioner of Indian Af'- · 

fairs is inclosed herewith• 

Ind. Ter. Div . 
974-1899. 
2 inclosures. 

118 

Very Resp3 ct ful ly, 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

s ecretary . 
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Union gen e , 
~ 

Mus cogee , Ind . Terr • , June 14th , l 899 . 

Honorable D. I . Johnsto n , 

Governor of the hie asa;v a ti on , 

Tishomingo , I nd i a n Territory . 

Sir :-

The Chi c a go , ? oc k Isl and and Paci fie ail Jay ompany has 

made applic a tion for cddit iona l s t ation grounds near their regu l ­

ar station grounds at Chickasha , Indi .an Terri tory , sai d g r ound s 

beiP..g situated in the north est quarter of section 34 , township 

7 north; range 7 r·est of the Indi an Meri dan , e mb raci ng an a rea 

of 7 . 5? acres , t he said ap plication having been made under the 

provisions of the Act of Congr ess of pril 25 ,, 18 96 , {29 S t a t . 

109) . 

Mr . J . ·entre ss .iisdom, Agency Clerk , hel d a hear i ng in 

reference to t his matter at Ch ic kasha , I . T., :Februa ry 3 , 1899 . I 

understand that a -printed copy of the no tice gi ving the t ime and 

place of hearing ·a s sent you by my pre de ce ssor gent -:-Tis dom . 

From the evidence taken a t t he hear i ng and f rom t he report 

of the ency Clerk , I learn tba t the additiona l l ands desi red 

are situated about one half mile from the c enter of the to n of 

Chickasha and co n tiguous to t.he main line of t he r ailroad . It 

would further appear that Chickasha i s an unincorpor a t ed town of 

about 2 , 000 inhabitants , that the land s are not p rticularly 

valuable f or tl~ purpose of erecting thereon business or d elling 

houses owing tO' its close proximity to the line of r a i JTiay and 

--press book no . 3 letter 100 . 00 



25 

- 2-

its low and somewhat s wampy cond i tion ; and that there are n o 

mineral deposits the reon. 

I unders tand th towing to t he urgent necessit y of i t s a c-

quir i ng the land t he r a il ray company has ctually taken posses-

sion of said l an d s and ha ve e r ected thereon stock pens . The 

additiona l lands a e 1ant ed for t he purp o se f oill rhic h t hey are 

now being use d , viz ; f or stock yard purposes . 

All o f t he t es timo ny t aken at t .be hearing is to the e f f 'ect 

tha t t he public and priva t e in terests ' 1 1 be promo t ed by r-ermi t­

ting t~ r a i l\ay company to ac quir e said lands . 

There a r e n o i mp rov emen t s t hereon save those ovmed "by the 

r ail way company and i f an i n dividua l Indian has been damaged by 

re ason of the Company a c quiring sai d land I am not aware of it . 

The n ecessity f or t he taki ng of the land by the rail :ay Com-

pany is, I be lieve , fully st a t ed i n t he affidavit s and t he repor t 

of the Agen cy Clerk . 

I think if the ra il 'lay compan y i s permitted to ac uire said 

lands it will onl y be us ed for r a il ay pur poses and for the p roper 

conduct of its leg itima te bus i n ess . 

The report of the ency- Cl erk and t he e v idence taken being 

considered, I have decided to recommend that the pplic at i on of 

the said Chicago ock Island and Pacific ail ay Company for 

additional l ands a t Chicka sha , I n dian Territor y , be granted for 

the reasons t hat said grounds a r needed b y t oo a i l. ay Camp any 

for the proper and leg itima te conduct of its busi nes s , and for 

the further reason it would ap pe a to promote tre public a n d 

private interests if said ail ray Company i s pe r mitted t o cqu ire 

said lands. 
--press book no. 3 letter 100.--
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However before forwardi~ my report and t he evid e nce t aken 

at the hearing , I have decided t o submit t he evidence and t he 

report of the Agency Cler k to you f or your i nforma ti on and fo r 

an expressi on of an op i nion as to me t her or no t t he nati on ill 

a ccept the statu tory pric e of ':.' 2 .oo per a cre , and i f no t , fo r t he 

detenninati o of \hat anount ill be a ccepte d by t he nat i on for 

s aid lands . This c a n b e done b ~r ct of t he National Council , 

or oth3 r · ise , at your discretion. 

PJe ase return all pap e r s lith your re l y . 

'or various reasons t h i s t ter ha s been delayed and if' ou 

i ll give t h is tbe same promp t a ttention it will be pprec i ted . 

ery respectfull y , 

Approved :-

J . Gee • . ·ri ght , 

U . s . Indian Insp e c tor . 

J • Blair Shoe nfel t , 

u •• I nd i an gent , 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency Press Book o . 3 Letter 100 • . ~uskoge e , Okl a . 
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F . 
D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ifASHINGTON . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Si r : 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee , Indian Territory. 

September 26 , 1899. 

8 7- B 

The Department is in receipt of a communicat ion fro m the 

Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated the 15th ins t ant , 

with reference to departmental letter of August 24th last , en­

closing a communicat i on from the General Attorney of the Chica go, 

Rock Island and Pac ifi~ Railwa Company dated August 19 , 1899 , 

in which he asks for the appointment of a board of refere es to 

determine the tribal damages that shall be paid t he Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations for additional station grounds lately 

acquired by said railway company , in the /4 of Se ction 34 , 

Township 7 N., Range 7~ ., Indian eridian , near the to n of 

Chickasha , containing an area of 7~57 acres . 

It appears tha t on July 19th , the Depa rtment approved 

the plat for additional st a tion grounds abo~e referred t o , nd 

that on July 26th the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation s dul 

advised of the approval thereof and of the right of the company 

to negot i ate with the nation as to the compens at ion that sh ould 

be paid as tribal damages for said l and , a nd t ha t the company 

was given a similar notice on said date . 

Reference is also made by the Acting Commissioner to sections 

346 
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2 and 3 of the act of Congres s approved April 25 , 1896 ( 29 

Stat ., 109) , providing for the manner of payment f or addit i ona l 

station grounds and also to i nd ividua l occupant s of the lands 

desired by t he company . Section 3 p r ovides that here the compen­

sation cannot be agreed upon be t wee n t he individua l oc cupants 

and the company the l a tter may apply to the Secretary of the 

Interior , "who shall t h ereupon appoint t hree f di s i ntere s ted 

referees" who s hall determi n e t h e amount to be pa i d by s a id 

company . Provision is also made for the ri gh t of appe al in 

case either p t y is dissatisf ied . It i s furt he r provided : 

"Each of said referees sha ll r e ce ive f or his s ervice s 
the sum of four dollars per day f or each day t he y are engaged 
in t he trial of any ca s e submit ted to t hem under this Ac t , 
with mileage of five cents per mile f or each mile ac tually 
tra veled . itnesses s hall rece ive the usual fees a llowed by the 
court , and a ll costs , includ ing compe ns at ion of re f erees , s hall 
be made a part of the award and t o be pa i d by said railroad 
company . "' 

In order that the Secretary may i nt el l i gently a c t in the 

appointment of said referees , you ' ill f orwar d , a t your e arlie s t 

convenience , t he names of three suitable pers on s e ch of hom 

shall be entirely disinterested . 

You will f orwa r d your s a id recoinme nda tions t hro ugh the 

Commissioner of Indian Affai r s , to be t r ansmitted to t he Sec-

retary . 

Ind . Ter .Div . 
2011 , 2351 , 
2413 , 2668- 1899 . 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 
Ac t ing Secret ar y . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 346 . Received Oct . 2 , 1899 . 
u. s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territor y . epe rtment , 
26 , 1899 , Secretary . Rel . to compensat ion for a dd i t ional 
of-way taken by C.,R.-I & P . R ' y ., in Chickasaw Na tion . 

Off ice of 
Sept . 
ri ht -
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DEPART ME NT 17' TEE I NTERI OR . 
WASHI NGT ON . 

December 28 , 1900 . 

United St ates Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terr itory, 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your co mmunicat ion da t ed Dec ­

ember 4 , 1900, submitting therewith a resoluti on of t he Nat i onal Leg­

islature of the Chickasaw ation approved by the Gover nor on Oc t ober 

26 , 1900 , wh ich refers in i t s preambl e to the act of Congress appro v­

ed arch 6 , 1896, which was afterwards amended , a nd b y which t he s t . 

Louis, Oklahoma and Southern Railway secured a ri ght of way through 

t he Chickasaw Nation upon payment f or same . as therein provided ; t hat 

said act provided a comp ensation for said right of way of $50 . 00 per 

mile , to be deposited wi t h the Secretary of the Interior , and if sa i d 

compensation was not sati sfactory t o the Chickasa s , and t he dissen t 

of said nation was expressed by its legisla tive act within f our mo-

nths af ter the filing of map s of de~inite location , t h e ri gh t of com-

pensation should be determined by arbitrat ion ; th a t on ..,eptember 19 , 

1900, the Chi ckasaw Legis~ture dissented from t he said r ate o f com­

pens a tion; t ha t said compa ny, be ing anx i ous t o a d just t he ma tter 

i thout delay , agreed to pa y the Chickasaws at . the rate of .p90 . 00 per 

mile, which they were willing to accept and withdraw their said reso ­

lution of dissent, if such action be satisfactory to the Secretary o f 

the Interior; that afterwards a telegram was se t t o you that said 

compromise was satisfactory to the Department if i t be confi r me d by 

theChickasaw Legislature. 

1545 
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The re ~ olution transmitt ed st ates tha t t h e r ate of $90 . 00 per 

mile is s atisfactory to said na tion , and a ccepts the s ame , and upo n 

payment t hereof that said resolu t ion of d i ssent be withdrawn , and 

that said railway company be g iven wha t ever rights i t could ha ve a c-

quired under said act ap proved •arch 6 , 1896 , and amendments ther eto . 

The resolution i s transmitted by you f or s uch ac t i on as is 

deemed proper in t he premises. 

The Commissioner of Indi an ffa irs f orwar ded your s a id re -

port on December 21 , 1900 , a nd recommend ed nthat the compromise of-

fer of t he co mpany of %>90 per mile for the r i g ht of wqy through t he 

Chickasaw ation be sanctioned and approv ed . " 

The recommendation of the Commi ssi oner is concurred i n and 

said resolution will be transmitted t o the of f ice of Indi an ff a i rs 

for proper disposition , together with a co py of your repor t . 

You will duly advise the tribal aut horities and t he railroad 

company of the action of the Departme nt . 

Respectfully , 

Ind.Ter. Div . 
4268-19 00 . 

Tho . R. Ryan . 
cting ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1545 received J an . 3 , 1901 . Off i ce of • 
s . Indian Inspector for I . T. ashington, ec . 28 , 190 , s ecretar y . 

pproves payment of ~90 . per mile for ri ght - of-way by s t . L. Okla . 
and o. R'y in Chickasaw N. 
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THE SOUTHERN 

ST . Louis , Jan. 29 , 1901 . 

Hon . Thomas Ryan , 

1st . sst . Se cy. of the Interior , 

J ashington , • C • 
• 

Dear Sir : 

~ e closed with St . Louis & San =rancisco • R. Today , to 

ballast their line ith stone in t he Indian Territory , and we are 

very anxious to have them secure a permit from the government so that 

we can beg in putting up our camp s and crusher pl ants o 

The point they are especially anxious to secure , to begin 

ith , is near Mi ngo, I . T. just east of apul pa on their line . 

The Railroad Co . are to secure these le as es and arrange 

for t he ro yalty to government , our only interes t being in t heir se ­

curing this permission as so on as possible , as our outfit s are now 

loaded and ready f or the fingo site . 

y understanding f rom the management of the Frisco is th at 

they are now trying to secure a permit to pre pare to de l iver t his 

stone , and by t he time we are rea dy they will have perfe ct ed the lea­

se and royalty a rrangements with the government . 

Because of the importance of the i mmed iate arrangement for 

this permit , I today presumed to wire you , thinking th at it might 

have s ome effect in hurrying t he 1m tter alon g. ~ie will very much 

1?06 
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appreeiate any assistance you may be able to grant in this ma tter . 

Very respectfully yours , 

. Chas J . Lantry of 

B. Lantry & ons 

Strong City , 

Kansas 

{Endorsed) Union gency # 1706 received Feb . 6, l Ol off ice of 
u.s. Indian Inspector for 1 . T . Strong City, Ka s . Jan . 29 , 1901 . 
Lantry, Chas . J . B. Lantry & Sons, relative t o granting a permit 
to use stone for ballast for the t . Louis and an Francis co • R. Co . 
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D E P A R T M E N rr OF THE I N T E R I 0 R • 

.A.SHINGTON . 
larch 22 , 1901 . 

Mr . J . George right , 

Indian Inspector , 

u s cogee , Ind ia n Territory . 

Dear ' ir: 

8ll0- C 

By letter of December 4 l as t , you submi t ted a resolution of 

the Chickasaw Nat ion , ref usi ng to accept f ifty dollars( $50) a mile 

for right of way , fr om the r kans as and Chaeta~ Railway . The Com­

missioner of Indian Affairs thereupon recommended that the resident 

be requested to appoint a cha irman of the board of referees , a s pro-

vided by the ct . r . DE • ISDO was invited by the Departmen t 

to act in that capacity , but declined on a ccount of pr ivate bus i ness . 

The Commissioner now advises the Department that the Governor 

of the Chickasaw Nation has named EDW RD s . BURNEY, and the Chief o f 

the Choctaw Nation has named D. c. DURT IN to serve as their referees , 

while the Attorney of the Ra ilway has been reque sted to have a re f eree 

named on behalf of the company . 

You were requested , when here , to look up and reco:rm:aend a 

suitable and competent man to serve as chairman o f referees , and the 

matter is now called to your attention f or e a rly a ctio n. 

Very res pe ct f ully , 
Thos . Ryan . 
First sst . Secretary . 

(Ender sed) Union gem y # 1970 received ar . 2fi , 1901 off ice of U. 
s . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. Washington , arch 20 , 1 01 . 
Secretary . s ks that Inspector recommend suitable cha irman for Board 
of Referees for right of way of Arkansas and Choctaw Ry . 
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August 19, 1902. 

Mr. J. George ·/right, 

Indian Inspector , 

uskogee , I •• , 

Sir: 

'lith let t er of ' BY 22 , 1902 , you transmi tted a communi ­

cation from the general solicitor for Oklahoma, of the Gulf , 

Colorado and anta Fe ~ailway Company , a ski ng to be advised 

whether said co _pany may use shattered and broken s tone to b e 

taken from its ri ht of way in the Chickasaw ation for con-

structing piers for a bridge across the Canadian river between 

the Chickasaw r ation and Oklahoma. You r ecommend that you be ad­

vised to inform the company that it will. bea llowed to use such 

stone for the purpose indicated . The Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs expresses the opinion that said company should not be 

allowed to use the stone , except under a contr act in accordance 

with the provisions of the act of June 6 , 1 900 ( 31 stat ., 660) , 

and the :eegulations thereunder , and "that it should not , under 

a strict interpret ntion of the law, be permitted to use any of 

the sto ne taken from its right of way a t any point beyond the 

limits of the Indian Terri tory." 

This camp any secured its right af way by virtue of the 

act of July 4, 1884 (23 Stat., 69), by which it was "invested 

and empowered with the right of locating, ·constructtng , owning, 

equipping, operating, using, and maintainin g a rail way , tele ­

graph and telephone line thDough the Indian Territory ." It was 

granted a right of way one hundred feet in width with a proviso 

as follows: 
:t-3603 
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That no part of the lands herein granted sha 1 be used 

except i n such manner and for $UCh, .purposes only as shall be 

necess · ry for the construction and convenaent operation of said 

railroad , telegraph and telephone line , and when any port ion 

thereof shall cease to be so used such portion shall revert to 

the nation or tribe of Indians f rom which the same shall have 

been taken. 

The company wa s required to make full compensation for 

any property taken or damage done by reason of the construction 

of its road through any lands occu pied by individuals and in ad­

dition thereto to pay f or the benefit of the p ticular nations 

or tribes through whose l a nds said r ai l way should be located , 

the sum of fifty dollars for each mile of r ail way constructed , 

and also pay , as long as said Territory is ovme d and occupied by 

the Indians , the sum of f ifteen dollars per annum for each mile 

of railway constructed. 

These provisions of said act are the same as those of 

the act of the s ame da te granting a righ t of way through the 

Indian Territory to the Southern Kansas ailway Company ( 23 st at ., 

73) , which was under consideration by the supreme court of the 

United States in Smith v., To wnsend (148 u.s., 490 , 498), where ­

in the court s aid: 

The company had simply an easement , not a fee in the land . 

Its rights sprang from the act of Congress of July 4 , 1884 , 23 

Stat ., 73 , c. 179 , granting t he ri gh t of way t o the Southe rn 

Kansas Railway Company , whose ruccessor in interest was the .h t ch­

ison , Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Comp any . This ct , by section 

2 , granted a right of way , a nd also provided that t he land ta< en 

13603 
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tt-erefor should be used only for the construction and oper a tion of 

railroad, telegraph and telephone lines; a nd that whenever any 

portion thereof ceased to be so used, it should revert to the 

nation or tribe of Indians fr om which it was taken. The act 

further provided , section 7, tha t the off icers and employes might 

reside on the right of way, but subject to th e provisions of 

the Indian intercourse laws, and such rules and regu+ tions as 

might be established by the Secretary of the Interior in accord-

' ance therewith. nd, by sec t ion 10, t he grant was made condition-

ed that neither the company, nor its successors or assigns , should 

air, advise or assist in any effort looking towards the change of 

t he present tenure of the Indians in theirs l and s , or at tempt to 

secure f rom the Indian nations. any further grant of l ands or its 

occup ancy. In other words , the entire body of l ands still remain­

ed Indian lands--the fee oontinued in the I ndians , and a ll that 

the company received was a mere right o f way •••• • • • 

Under authority of that decision it must be held tha t the 

Gulf, Colorado and banta Fe Comp any received only a right of 1ay 

under said act of July 4, 1883, the fee to the l.a nd remaining in 

the Indians. 

The granting act cont ains no express provision authorizing 

the company to take and use any material for the co ns t ruction of 

its road. The right to use material necessary f or building the 

roadway, so far as it may be found within the lines of t he righ t 

of way may and should be considered as included in the authority 

to locate t:nd oonstruct the ro ad. This right is, however, restric­

ted to the actual needs for the purpoo e indica ted and may not be 

extended to include the taking of any ma terial not needed and 

13603 
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and used in the construction and opera tion of t he road . For the 

purpose of determining the oo mpensation to be paid the respec t ive 

Indian tribes, the section or portion of co n stnucted r o ad within 

the terri tory occupied by such tribe or nation is to b e consider­

ed as a separate and distinct line . Likewise the right o~ priv­

ilege of apnropri ating ma terial for the purposes of the road , 

from the lands of any tribe or na tion , should be measured ani l im­

ited by the extent of the constructed road within the terr i tory 

occupied by such tribe or nation. I t is not ne ce ssary to consid er 

wh ether Congress has authority to autporize the taking of mater­

i al f rom the lands of the Chickas aw Nation to be used i n the build­

ing of a railroad outside t he limits of those ltnnds because there 

is nothing in the right of way gr ant here under consi derat ion to 

indic ate any intention to do so . 

fter full oonsi der ation of this mat ter t he Department 

is of opinion that there is no authority und er existing l aw to 

give this company permission to tak e t he material r eferred to 

outside the boundaries of the Chick asaw Lands f or any purpos e . 

This conclusion being reached withou t any refer ence to tbe re­

visions of the act of June 6, 19 0 , supra , i t is unnecessary to 

consider or discuss th at act . 

You will inform said comp any tha t this Depar tment '~ ll 

interpose no objection to the use b y it for construc t ion pur­

pose• , within the limits of the Chickasaw ation , of broken and 

shattered stone found within the lines of its ri gh t-of~way , 

but that permission to transport such material outside the l and 

of that na tion can not be granted . 

The Department is in receipt of a letter dated gusut (Sic) 
13603 
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4 , 1902 , from 1Iessrs Ledbetter & ~ .. ledsoe, attorneys f or said 

company , saying that a slig ht change is to be made in its r oad­

bed in the west half of sec t ion 30 , townsh i p 2 sout h, r ange 3 

east , which will necessitate cutti ng off t he point of a moun-

tain no ~ extending out to t he tr ack, and that i n t he pro s ecu t i on 

of this work, which will b e within t he lines of the approved right 

of way , a large qu ant:tty of stone wi 11 have t o be dumped into 

1/ashi ta river a t th at point , unless ot her dispos i t i on can be made 

of it . In vie w of t hese f acts i t i s s a id: 

The co mpany desires the opinion of the Honorab le t he 

Secretary of the I nterior , as to vhether o~ not i n his judgment 

the stone thus t ak en out is the property o f the company under the 

grant above re f erred to and may be remov ed by i t f rom t he I ndian 

Territory without regard to the act of June 6th, 1 900 , entitle d 

an act to provide f or the use of timber and stone f or domestic 

and industrial purposes in the Indian Terr i t ory ( 31 Stat ., 660) , 

or whether he still considers it subject to the act abo ve refer­

red to and its removal prohibited t h ereby . 

Under the authority cited and for the reason given here­

tofore , the Department is of opinion th at said stone can not be 

removed f rom Indian Terri tory as proposed and you will so advise 

the said attorneys . 

The enclosures and maps submitted with your re port of 

1·~ay 22 , 1902, are herewith returned as requested by you . 

Very respectfully , 

cting Secretary . 

13603 
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I . T . D. 
3388- 1902 . 
4844- 1902 . 

R T J\ :L 

;1r . J . George .• ri ght , 

I ndian Inspector , 

T 0 

\ as h ington . 

·.ius koge e , I • T • , 

' ir: 
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TH E I lT.L!. I 0 R. 

August 19 , 1 90 2 . 

1ith letter of :May 22 , 1902 , you transmitted a communi -

c ti on from the gene r solicitor for Oklahoma , o:f t he Gulf , 

Colorado and Santa •e a il·Jay Company , ask i ng to be advi se d 

whether sai d co mpany may use sh at t e r e d and broken stone to be 

t aken from it c ri ght of iay in t he Ch ic kasaw Nc.: t i on , for con­

structing p iers for a brid e a cros s the Canadian r ive r between 

t he Chic ka sa Na tion and k l a homa . You recommend t .ha t you be 

advi se d to inform the c anpany t hat i t i ll be a l lowed to use 

such stone :for the p ur pose i ndic a ted . The Commis s i one r of 

India n Affai rs expre sses tm opinion t t sa i d company m ould 

not be al lowed to use t e stone , e x cept under a contr a ct in 

a ccordan ce rd th the provisions of t he act of June 6 , 1 90 0 ( 31 

S t a t ., 660) , a nd the regula tions t he reund er, and 'th at it should 

not , under a strict interp retu ti on . of the l an , b e pe itted to 

use any of the stone taken from its rig ht of wa 

beyond t 1~ limits of tm Indi a n Territory . " 

t any p oin t · 

This company secured its rig ht of ay by virtue of 

the act of July 4 , 1884 {23 Stat .,69 ), by whic h it as "invested 

4681 . 
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and. empowered .vrith the right of locating , constructin g , owning , 

equippii:\g , operating , using , an d maint · ning a r il "Tay , tele-

graph and telep one li ne t ough tm Indian Territory . " I t was 

granted a rjght of lf one hundred feet in width 't h a provi s o 

as fo llo s : 

That no rt of tm lands here i n grant e d sh 1 be used 

except i n such JJlFI...nne r nd for su ch pur poses only as shall be 

necessary for the constru ctio n and. convenient op3rati on of 

s aid r iJroad, teJ.e gr aph and tele phone line , and .hen any p or­

tion t hereof shal l ce a se to be so used such p ortion shall rever t 

to the nation or tribe of I ndi ans from nich the sar.oo sh a ll have 

been taken . 

The company a s r equired to h.-e full compensation 

for any prope rty taken or damage done by r ea on of t he co nstruc ­

tion of its road through any lmds occup i ed by i ndividuals and in 

add ition t hereto to pay for t he benef it of t he par ticular nat i ons 

or tribes throug h rh ose land s s i d r a "l iay sh ould be l oc ated , t he 

sum of fifty dollars for e a ch mile of rail a y cons tru c ted , and also 

pay , as long as said Territory is owned ~d occup ied by t he Indians , 

the s urn of :fifteen dollars IE r annum for each mi le of rail r~ay 

construc ted . 

These provisions of sai d act are the s.ame as those of 

the act af the same date granti ng a r ·, ht of way t hr o ugh the 

Indian Territory to the ·' out.hern Kansas R 11 ay Company (23 S t a t ., 

73), which ras under oo nsider tion by th3 upreme Court of' the 

United tates in Smith v. To nsend {148 u •• , 490 , 498) , nherein 

the court said: 

4681. 
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The company had s imply an easement , not a fe e in t he l and . 

Its rights sprang fro m tm a ct of Cong r es s of Jul y 4 , 1884 , 23 

S tat . 73 , c. 179 , granti ng t he ri ght of ay to t he Southern Kansas 

Rail uay Compa n y , hose successor i n i nt erest rvas the At chison , 

Topeka an d San t a Fe ailroad Company . This a c t ,. by sect i on 2 , 

grante d a right o f \7a y, and a lso provided tha t the land taken 

tmref ore sh ould be use d only for t he c onstruct i on and oper a t i on 

of r a ilroad , tele graph and telephone l i nes ; and t ha t -henever 

any p ortion thereof ce a s e d to be s o used , i t should r e ve rt t o 

the na ti o n or tri be of I n di an s from ·zhich i t ;as taken . The 

act fu rther provided , section 7 , t.ha t t he officers and emplo yes 

might r eside on the right of 'fa y , but subje ct to the provisi ons 

o:r tm I ndi a n i ntercourse l aws , ,.nd su c h ru l es a.ndre) l a t i ons 

as mi ght b e e sta bl is be d by t h3 Secretary of the Interior - in 

a ccordan ce t here ith . And , by se cti on 10 , the g r ant was made 

conditioned tha t neither t he co mpan y , n or its su ccessors or as ­

signs , s hould a id , advis e or assi s t in any e f f ort l ooki rig t o-

ards the change of t m pr e s ent tenure of t he I ndi ans in their s (S ic) 

lands , or attempt to secur e :rrom tm Indi a n nati ons any .fur t her 

grant of lands or its occu pan cy . In ot m r wor s , t he en t ire 

body of lands s till rem a ined I ndian 1 nds - t h e fee cont inued 

in the India ns , nnd all t hat the c c:mpan y r e ceived was u mere 

right of my • • • • 

Under authority of t h at decision it mus t be held t ha t 

tbe Gulf , Colorado and an ta e Company recei ve d only a right of 

way under said a c t of July 4 , 1883 , the fee to t he land rema ining 

in the Indians . 

4681. 
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The granting act cont a i ns no e:x;p ress provision authoriz­

ing tm compa n y to t ake and use any materi al for t be construction 

of its ro a d . The r i ght t o use material necessary for building the 

roadv--ay , so far as it may b e f ound i thin the lines of the rig ht 

of r;ay may and should be considered as included in t he authori ty t o 

loc a t e and construct ti1e road . This rig ht is , ho 1ever, restr ic t -

ed to t~ actua l needs :for t he pur pose indica ted a nd may not be 

extended to i nc lude the t a king of any ma teri not needed and used 

i n t he construc t i on ahd operat i on of the road . For t he purp ose 

of dete rmining the compensation to be paid t he re sp ective I nd i an 

tribes, the secti on or portion of constructe d ro a d · ithin t he 

terri tory occup ied b -r such tri be or nati on is to be cons i de red 

as a separate and di s tin c t line . Li kewise t he right or priv i le ge 

of appropriati ng materi f or the pur poses of the ro a d ,. from the 

lands of a ny tribe or nati on , should be measured d limited by 

the extent of the constructed road within ·t he terri tory occ upied 

by such tribe or nati on . It i s n ot necessary to consider .hether 

Congress has authority t o au t horize t he t a king of materi al from 

the lands of the Chickasaw ation to be used in t .he building of 

a r a ilroad outside the l i mits of those l ands be cause t here is 

nothing in t he right of ay grant here under considera t i on t o 

indica te ariy i ntention to do s o . 

After full considerat i on of t his matter the Dep artment 

is of opinion that t here is no au t hority under existi ng l aw t o 

g ive this company permission to take t ~ material re erred t o 

outside t he boWlda ri es of the Chic sa~ l ands for any pur pose . 

This conclusion being reached Without any r e f e rence to t he pro-

4681 . 
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visions of the act of June 6 , 1900 , supra , it is unne cessary to 

consider or discuss that a ct . 

You ill inform sa id company tha t this Dep artment ri l l 

interp ose no ob je c ti on to t he use by it for constructi on pur p os­

es , rithin the limits of t he Chic lm s aw -ra tion , of broke n a nd 

s hattered stone found 1i thin t he lines of its ri gh t of ·lay , but 

tha t pe r mission to transport su ch rna teri out s ide the l and of 

tha t n t i on c r not be g ranted . 

The Depari:men t is in recei pt of a letter d ate d Augus t 

4 , 1902 , f ro m essrs . e dbe t t er & Bl edsoe , a t to r neys f or said 

co mpany , saying t h at a slight chr nge i s to b e made i n it s ro d­

be d in t he es t h alf of sec t ion 30 , to n s h i p 2 south , r ange 3 

e as t , Jh ic h rlill nece s sitate cutting off the po i nt of a moun t a in 

no r extending out to tm · tra ck , a nd t ha t i n t he prosecuti on 

of this mrk , ,h ic h 'Ii 11 be .ri thin the l i ne s of t he app roved ri ht 

of :ay , a large antity of store will ba e to be dumpe d i n to 

.. ashit a river a t tha t poin t , unless ot he r disp os i ti on c a n be m de 

of it . In vie . of t hese f acts it is s aid : 

The company desires t he opinion of the Honor a ble the 

ecret c ry of tte Interior, as to hether or n ot i n his judgme nt 

the stone thus t ken out is t he property of the c cmpany under 

the g r t . above r e f e rred to and may b e removed by it from t he 

Indinn Terri tory without re g rd to t.be a ct of June 6th , 1900 , 

entitled an a c t to provide far too use of timbe r and stone for 

domestic and industri a l purposes in tte Indian Territory (31 

~tatute , 660} , or whether he s ti 11 co nsiders it sub ·e c t t o the 

act above referred to and its r emoval prohibited thereby. 

4681. 
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Under the authority cited and 'for t he r e a son g iven 

heretofore , th3 Departmen t is of opinion th a t s a id stone c , n not 

be remove d from Indi an Territ ory a s prop osed and you wi 11 s o 

a dvise t he said a t tor re ys • 

The en clost.1res and maps submitted rit h your r epor t 

of ay 22, 1902 , are here li th retur md a s r eque sted by you . 

Very r e spectfully , 

Thos . Ry an . 

c t i ng Se cre t ary . 

( 'ndorsed} Union Agency No . 468 l Receiv e d Au g. 28 , 1902 Office of 
U. ::> . Indian Inspe ctor for Indi a n Territory • .. shing to n , Aug . l 9 , 

1902.Secretary .----Dir e cted to advise Gulf , Co lor ado & Sa nta Fe 
R. R . Co ., t t it cannot tran spo rt an y stone t aken from i t s right 
of wa y beyond the limit s of tbe Ind . Te r ., and to advis e Ledbette r 
& Bl edsoe of same ruling in rep l y to t he ir lett e r to Department .----
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D E P A R T [ E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
rashing ton . 

ugust 21 , 1902 . 

Commission to the 

F ive Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

Gentlemen: 

There is i nclosed herewith f or your informa tion , a 

press co py of a letter to t he Unit ed States Inspe ctor f or the 

Indian Terr itory , rela ti ve t o reques t of the Gulf , Colorado and 

Santa _e Railway Comp any t o be allowed t o use shattered and brok-

en stone f rom its rigtt of way ·n the ch· kasaw Nation , for con-

s t r ucti ng p i ers for a bridge across the Cana dian River . 

By d ir ection of t he Se cre t ar y . 

Respectf ull y , 

Edward v. Dawson. 

Ch i ef Cl erk . 

1 incl osure . 

(Endors ed) # 13603 , Received ug . 25 , 1902. Commi ss ion t o Fi ve 
Tribes . De p artment , Dawson, ·.'lashi ng ton , D. c . ug . 21, 1902 . 
Enc . copy of letter to I nd . I ns pect or r el . to request, of G. 
c. & s . F . R. R. for u s e of b ro ken s to ne t o constur ct p i ers for 
bridge . 
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DEPA Tl T F THE I "'""RIOR , 

Office Of I ndian ffairs , 

, ash ing ton , 

8110- E 

ugus t 2 9 , 1902 . 

J . George :ri ght , Esq., 

I ns :r;e c tor for t Indian Terri tory , 

uskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

ir : 

ep lying to your connnuni catio n dated ugus t 21 , 1 90 2 , 

enclosing a l ette r of upervising Engineer Hi nck l ey , dated August 

8 , 1902 , 1 vi ng reference to t he s tation g ro unds of t he Gulf , 

Colorado and Santa e Railway Company at a yne , and in wh ic 

be states t h at t here is on file in h is office a map of t he 

loc ated l i ne of t h e f o urth t wenty- five mil es of t he s a id line 

of r a ilr oad, bu t t a t he is no t able to find eit he r in h is of fice 

or tnt e Dawes Com ission of f ice any reco r d of the approval 

of the map , and t ' t t h e map sh o s t he r i ght of vray l i nes at t h e 

town of .layne , e c . 9 , T 5 , R 1 , to be fifty :reet e a ch 

side of th3 cen ter lire of t ll3 r oad , excepting for a distance 

of 500 fe e t from stati on 8620 to stati on 8625 ,. yh ere it s i:1o ~ s 

100 f ee t on e ach sid e , · and desiri ~ to be advi sed me the r or not 

said map was e ver approved , and i f not whether the r a ilwa y 

corr. )S.ny has any rig t af ·way or stat i on ground s a t · a yne in 

e xcess of fifty fee t on e aoh side , you are ad vise d t hat t h e map 

o'f ec . 4 vra s approved De c e . ... r 28 , 1886 , as stated in office 

letter of even date .here'lf ith, with r espec t to the se ctional 

maps of said lire of raiJxood; also t hat t here s been ap -

proved to said company maps of s t a tion g rou nds , as f ollo r1s : 

4709 . 
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Thackerville , Sections l anl 12 , T 9 
to 4060 , 

, l , stations 4030 

l:.arietta , 

Ardmore , 

Berv yn , 

Dougherty , 

ash i t a , 

:ynne wood , 

Paul ' s Valley , 

Paoli, 

Purcel , 

all approved 

ections 17 and 20 , T 7 ' 2 ~ , stat i ons 4560 
' to 4590 1 

ecti ons 29 , 31 , and 32 , T 4 ' 2 stations , 
' 5475 to 5505 , 

Sections 19 m. d 24 , T 3 , s . 2 a nd 3 , sta -
tions 5993 to 60 23 , 

ecti ons 11 and 12 , T 2 Rs . 2 I stati ons , , 
6480 to 6510 , 

ections 19 and 20 , T l N, Rs . l and 2 " s ta­, 
tions 7085 to 7115 , 

Section 14 , T 2 , R l , stati ons 7454 to 7484 , 

Section 8 , T 3 N, 

ecti on 12 , T 4 l J 

Sections 1 ani l2 , 
to 032 , -
ov em be r ffi , 1887 . 

R 

R 

T 

1 

l 

6 

, stations '7855 to 7885 , 

, stations 8224 to 8254 , 

, R 2 ', , sta t ions 9002 

lso a wye at Doug h erty , in ec . 11 , T 2 s , R 2 , ap -
proved pril 9 , 1898 ; and r eservoir at Ardmore , in 'ection s 20 

and 29 , T 4 " , R 2 , between stations 5543 t 29 . 5 and 5560 t 
38 , approved April 9 , 1898 , 

T.he st a tion g r ounls a t aul ' s Valley and urcel rere amend-

ed by maps E¥? proved October 7 , 1901 and July 7 , 1902 , respec t -

ively . 

It does not appear that t her e has be a ppr ov ed a plat 

of station grounds at la yne other t han ass own upon t he map of 

definite loc a tion ar ection 4. 

Very r espec tfu lly , 

. c . Tonne r 

C.F.H. (G) Ac ting Comrtissioner . 
(Endorsed) Union Agency Jo . 4709 e ceived ep . 2 , 1902 Office of u •• 
Indian Inspector, for Ir:rlian Terry. 1ashington.(continued) -
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(Endor sed ) Uni on Agen~ o . 4?09 Received Sep . 2 , 1902 Offi c e of 
U. S . I ndian Inspector , :for Ind ian Territory . 1 lashing t on , ugus t 29 , 
1902 . commissioner .----Rel ati ve t o sta t i on gro unds of Gulf , 
Colorado and San t a Fe Ra ilway Company a t AY , India n Terri tor y ; 
g ive s l i s t of t owns at rh i c h station g r o unds ha ve been ap pr oved 
to sai d company.----
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washington. 
I.T.D.56ll-1902. 

September 11 , 1902. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

8110 - _, 

In answer to your communication of Augus t 30, 1902 , rel­

ative to the right of way of the Denison & Northern Railroad 

~hrough the townsite of Reagan, Chie·kasaw Nation, there is in­

closed herewith a copy of a report of the I ndian Office dated 

September s, 1902, in the matter . 

It is stated by the Commis s ioner t hat said Company has the 

same rights at the town or Reagan that it had , and now has , at 

the town of Dougherty; that therefore a right of way should be 

shown through said townsite in similar manner as it a s through 

the town of Dougherty under departmenta l instructions of Febru­

ary 19, 1902. 

The Department concurs in the vie ws of the Commissioner 

and you are au t horized to proceed ac cordingly. 

The Commissioner informs the Department t hat there is not 

of record in his office any evidence of the approval of plats 

showing station grounds a t any point on the line of road as 
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shown upon said Company's maps of definite location . 

1 Inclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Thos . R~~n, 

Acting Secretary. 

~ 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.4?89.Received.Sep.20,1902. 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washingt on, Sept.ll,l902. 
Secretary-----Right of way of Denison & Northern R. R. throu h Reagan, 

Chickasaw Nationr should be shown; has no record of approval of 
any station ground plats along said line of road . 
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D E P A R ' E N T OF TH INTER I R. 
J S I NGT N. 

ITD 1538-1903 . October 23 , 1903. 

The u. s . Indian I nspec t or 

for Indian Territory, us kogee . 

Sir : 

Referring to the r eport of cting I ns pect or z evely , da ted 

January 3 1, 1 90~ 28235-1903) , transmitting for exeuutive ac­

tion an a ct of the ational Le gislatur e of the Chick asaw a t -

ion , approve d by tthe Go vernor on ovember , 1 2 , entitled , 

"An ct providing for ad just ing t he interests of the 

Chi c lQ;l s aws and Choctaws in the moneys arising from the dis -

position of the right of way of the t . Lou is, Oklahoma and 

Southern ail1ay , and the lands taken in f ixing the boundary 

betwe en the vt ate of Arkans a s and the Choct aw a tion " , 
which ac t wa s approved by the President Iarch 30 , 1903, a nd 

returned to your off i ce for a ppro pri a te action on pri1 1 , 

1903, secti ons 2 and 3 of said act pr vidi ng for the submis ­

s i on of the qu estion at $ssue to a commission t o be appo~nted 

as therein provided , you are informed t h at the Department 

desires a report from you whether the rincipa1 Chief of the 

Cho c taw Nation has been advised of the provision s in sa id act 

and what action,, if any , has been taken b y t he authorities of 

the Choctaw Nation. If he has not been a dvised b y you 
J you 

7772 
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are directed to trans _it a co py of t he s a id a ct and t o request 

that he recommend t e a ppropr i at e ac t i on heces s ary to ca r r y 

out i ts provisions. Upon recei pt of a report f rom him, you 

will f urther advise the Department , with your views thereon 

in t he usual manner . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . yan . 
c t i ng Secret ar y . 

(Endors ed) Union Agency # 7772 Received c t . 30 , 1903 . f f i ce 
of u.s . Indi a n Inspecto r f or I nd i an Te r r i t ory . · ash i ngton , 
ct . 23 , 1903. ecr e tary . Desires r eport rel a t i ve to carrying 

out provisions of Chick asa iV a ct providing for ad justing inter­
ests of Choctaws and Chick as aws in money s r ece i ved f or right 
of ay of t . L. kla & Southern Railway , and lands t ak en i n 
fixing bounda ry between Arkansas and Choct aw Na t ion . 
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COMMISSIONERS: 
TAMS BIXBY, 
THOMAS B.NEEDLES, 
C. R. BRECKINRIDGE. 

Department ot the Interior , 

COMMISSION 'It> THE F.J:VE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

wm. 0. BE.ALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

MUskogee. Indian Territory, 
August 6, 1904. 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

On September 10, 1903, there was forwarded you a plat filed 

With the United States Indian .Agent on March 26,1903, showing 

additional lands sought to be acquired by the Gull', Colorado & 

Santa Fe Railroad Company for a stone quarry near Dougherty, 

Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, situated in Section 30, 

Township 2 South, Range 3 East. You were directed to proceed 

in the withholding f'rom allotment of t~ land thus sought to be 

acquired by the Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad in accordance 

W1 th the instructions contained in General Office letter of 

September 9, 1903, relative to the reservation ot certa in lands 

near Stonewa11, Indian Terri tory. 

The plat forwarded you September 10, 1903, indicates 81.96 

acres sought to be acquired by the Gul:r, Colorado & Santa Fe 

Railroad, all si tue.te {Sic) in the North Halt of Section 30, 

Township 2 South, Range 3 East ot the Indian Meridian, Indian 

Terri tory, aid East at the East line of the right of way of the 

3175. 
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Gult, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad. 

on July 6, 1904, you reported an allotrmnt to George Kincade , 

Choctaw Roll by Blood No.2718, included in such allotment 

being a tract of land described as the NW/4 of NE/4 of Section 

30, Township 2 South, Range 3 East, containing forty acres . 

It n~t appear!~ t~ t any deduction was made from this forty acres 

tor the Gulf, Colorado & Santa stone quarry , your attention was 

called to the matter in General Office letter of July ro , l904 , 

and on July 2!/ ,1904, you advised this office tba t too appraise­

nent records of your office end the railroad book do not show that 

any deduction should be nede in the NW/ 4 of NE/ 4 of Section 30 , 

Township 2 South, Range 3 East, for the Gulf, Colorado & Santa 

Fe stone q l.Brry. 

Again, on Jul.y 6, 1904, your office reported an allotment 

to McKinney John, Chickasaw Roll by Blood No .lOBO, in which was 

included a tract of la.Dl described as the NE/4 of NYI/4, the SW/4 

at NE/4, and 'the E/2 ot D/4 of SW/4 of Section 30, Township 2 

South, Range 3 East, less 15.11 acres for G.C. & s . F. Ry. On 

July 20,1904, your attention was called to your report of July 

6, 1904, o't allotn:ent to McKinney John, and you were advised that 

it appeared from the records at this office that there should 

have been en add1 tional deduction made from this allotment for the 

Gul't, Colorado & Santa Fe stone qu e.rry. 

In reply to this letter, you, on July 27, 1904, transmitted 

an a.ended report of the allotment to McKinney John, deducting 

fran the NE/4 at the lfl/4 ot Section 30, Township 2 South, Range 

31'15. 
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3 East, 7.30 acres fer the G.c. & s. F. R. R. ana 1.52 acres 

for t.t. G. c. & s. F. stone quarry. T~ total deductions in the 

amended report transmit ted With your letter of July ~, 1904, 

include the same area as rep or ted by you originally on July 

6,1904. 

From an examination of tie reports as submitted by your 

office and the original plat as filed by the Gulf, Colorado & 

Santa Fe Railroad Company with tie United States Indian Agent 

on March 26, 1903, it is apparent that m error bas been made by 

your office in platting the lflld sought to be acquired by the 

Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad for a stem quarry in the North 

Half of Section 30, Township 2 South, Range 3 East . 

For the information at your office, there is inclosed you 

herew:l th tracing. of the or igina.l plat as filed bJ' tie railroad 

company with t~ United States Indian Agent, and your office is 

directed to carefully check :the sane w1 th too plat transmitted 

W1 th our letter of Septsnber 10,1903, and with t~ platting of 

t~ stone quarrJ' upon your appraisEIIlen t oook and the railroad 

books in your office. 

Please give this matter your immediate attention, and, it 

error bas been mde in the platting of the lands sought to be 

acqu1re4 for the sto~ quar:xy, you will make correction in the 

allotlJB nts o:t George Kincade and McKinney John. 

3175. 

Respectfully, 

T. B.Needl.e s, 

Commissioner in Charge. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agen~ No.3175 Received Aug.9,1904 Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tri bes,Muskogee, Indian Territory-.Relat1 ve-­
----addi tioml lands sought to be acquired by the Gulf, Colorado 
& Santa Fe Railroad Company for a stone quarry· near Dougherty, 
Chickasaw Nation,Indien Terri tory.----
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CO MMIS SI ONERS: 
TAMS BIXBY, 
THOMlS B.NEEDLES 1 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

Department of the Interior 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 
Wm.O.BEALL, 

Secretary. 

Address only the 
commission to the 
Five Civilized Tribes 

Commissiomr in Charge, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory 
August 12,1904. 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Tishomingo, Indian Terri tGry. 

Dear Sir: 

Referr1J18 to yow report of allotment to Catherine Rooks 
Rennie, Chickasaw Roll by Blood No .l331, t.here is inclosed to 

you herewith letter of July 20 1 1904, fro·m t~ United States 

Indian Agent,Incl.osi.ng copy of letter from Henry E . Asp , Solicitor 

far the Atchison, Topeka 8ll d Santa Fe Railroad Co., referring to 

Certificate ot Allo1mant issued to Catherine R. Rennie , and claim­

ing tbere 1 s an error in the failure of the Connnis s1 on to de duo t 

the proJar anount o-f lsnl :t'rom .OOr Certificate for the railroad 

right of way. 

Mr.Asp, in his letter to t~ United States Indian Agent, 

under date ot July 18,19041 states 1hat the schedule of awards 

to indi viqual occupants tor r1 ght ot way of the Kiowa, Chickasha 

and Fort Smith Railroad, approved Augu.t 19,1901, shows right of 

way over the SW/4 ot Section 33, Township 4 North, Range 1 est, 

at one hunared and fit'ty feet on the south side and one hundred 

teet on the north side f1 the center line ot the track, and that 

the right of •rr through til is property was donated by Geo.N.Rennie, 

wb.oe e signature appears on tbe sche du.l e ot settlement • 
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Mr. Asp further advises that the Kiowa, Chickasha and 

Fart Smith Railway secured and paid fo-r a right of way over the 

S/2 of Section 33, Township 4 North, Range 1 West, 100 reet on 

the north side and 50 :f'eet on t~ south side of the center lin~, 

beginning on the nor tb. line of' the section am extending 2440 

teet along the center line, then 100 feet on each side of the 

center line for the remaining distarce of' 2670 f'eeto 

It appears that Chickasaw Allotxoont Certificate Noo53, is­

sued by your office and delivered to Catherine Rooks Rennie, 

desori bes the following lm.d: 

N/2 of s /4 of' SE/4 of Section 321 the NW/4 of S /4 of 

Section 33, less 2.50 acres fo.r right of way of the K.C.&.F.s. 

Ry., the N/2 of NE/4 of SW/4 of Section 33, less 2.52 acre s for 

right ar way at the K.c.&.F .s.Ry., end NW/4 of SW/4 of SW/4 of' 

Section 33, Township 4 North, Ran~ 1 West, Chickasaw Nation, 

Indian Territory. 

This matter is referred in your oft:l ce in order tha. t you 

may rep art to til is of'fi ce the width of t~ right or ay sought to 

be acquired by the Kiowa, Chickasha & Fort Smith Railway over 

Section 33, Township 4 North·, Range 1 West, Chickasaw Nation, 

Indian Terri tory, so that, if m error has been made in the issuance 

and deliYery at this allotment certificate, too saae may be se­

cured and tile correction mde. 

The Geo.N.REilnie referred to in too letter f'rom Henry E. 

Asp ot .Tuly 18,. 1904 1 was this day in this office and insisted 

that the railroad oompiny bad fEll ced and was maintaining posses­

sion ar a strip of land 200 teet wide through the allotDBnt made 

to his sister, Catherine Rooks Rennie; that be had pre ented 

3225. 
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her Certificate ot All.otnent to "tile Indian Agent and demanded that 

she be placed in possession ot this tract or am, and that the 

Agent bad referred him 1o this ortice tor adVice in the premises. 

Pl.e ase re 1urn all inciosures to this office. 

Respectfully, 

T .B.Needle s. 

Commissioner in Charge. 

FCS 29. 

(endorsed) Union Agency No.3225. Received Aug.l3,1904 Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes~Muskogee,Indian Terri tory.Relati ve---­
allotment to Catherine Rooks Rennie, the. t err~ was made by the 
oanmission to deduet the pro}2r amount or land from her Certificate 
for the railroad right o-r way(Atchison,T'opeka and Santa Fe RR. )----



C OMMISSI O:NERS : 
TAMS BDCBY. 
THOMAS B. NEEDLE • 
C •• BRECKINRIDGE . 
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DEPART: i NT OF THE I NT ~ OR , 

COMMISSION TO THE FIV CIVILIZ D T BES . 
lm . 0. BE.ALL , 

ecre tary. 

Address only the 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Mus ka gee , Indian Terri tory , 

'eptemb er 29 , 1904. 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory, 

Dear S ir : 

Receipt is ooreby ackno ledged of your le tter of the. t mnty 

seventh instant in hich you request that authority be gr anted to 

the Chief Clerk of your office to proceed to Ardmore , Indian 

Terri tory , for the purp os.e of inspe ctil':\g t he a lignment of the 

Ardmore Coal & Powe r Company' s lme of railroad for a d i s t ance of 

three or four miles from the city of Ardmore , Chickasa Nation . 

In accordance with your request there is incl osed bere 'l.ti th 

letter this day addressed to Fred T . arr, Chief Clerk , Chickasa 

Land Office , authorizing him to proceed to Ardmore for the purpose 

of inspecting the alignment of the Ardmore Coal & Po er Company's 

li~ of railroad in the Chickasaw Nation . 

Respe ctf'ully , 

Tams Bixby , 

Chairman . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agenc.y No . 4025 Recd . Oct . l , l904----Rel . Inspecting 
the alignment of the Ardmore Coal & Power Compan 5 line of r a ilroad 
a f'ew miles distance from the city of' Ardmore , chlckasaw Nation . - ---
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D E P . R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF IRS , 

HINGTO N. 

pri l 2? , l 905 . 

The Honorab le, 

Secr e tary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to inv i te your a t t en t ion to letter 

of t he I nd ian Inspector f or Indi an Territory , dated t he 8th 

insta nt, t ransmi t t i ng communic a ti on of March 18 , 1905 , fr om 

Henry E. s p , oli ci t or f or Oklahoma of the tch ison , Topeka , 

and Santa Fe Rai lway System , wh i ch l etter is a ddressed to the 

Indian Agen t at Union Agenc y and by him re f err ed to t he I nsp ec -

t or. 

Mr . vfr i gh t says i t appe ars th at certain lo t s i n t he 

town of Pauls Va l l ey have been scheduled and sold , as i nd i c a ted 

in the copy of the l e tter of t he I ndian gent a l so submit ted , 

which lots Mr. s p alle ge s have been acqui r ed by the Eastern 

Oklahoma Railway Compa ny , maps having been du l y filed and ap­

proved by the Department, a ppraisemen t s ma de by Special gent 

Taggart, and _ the damage s settled in accor dance wi th such ap­

praisements. 

He finds that the townsite records s how t h e f ollow-

ing concerning these particular lots: 

Lots 4 to 8 inclusive, Block 35, origi na lly s chedu­

led vacant, sold a t pub l ic auotion November 12 , 1903 , t o Mose s 

M. Gubin, a t y92.00 each; 50 per cent, or $4 6 . 00, pa id on each 
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lot , a total of $ 230 . 0C. 

Lots 5 and 7 , Block 36 , scheduled to the Eastern 

Oklahoma Railway Company; scheudled approved by the Department 

October 17 , 1 902 ; nothing paid . 

Lot 6 , Block 36 ; scheduled vacant; not sold. 

Lot 8 , Block 36 , scheduled to Robert • Smith ; f ull 

payment made ; patent issued and delivered . 
' 

The Inspector reports that in making the appraisements 

of the various townsites in Indian Territory, every car e has 

been taken to avoid complications of th i s character , and where 

his off ice or the commission had information thatlots had been 

acquired by railroad comp anies , or steps taken to acquire them, 

pDoper notations have been made and the lots reserved or with­

held from s a le . In these particular cases he does not find that 

any information was ever received either from the Department or 

the railway company tha t these lots had been acquired . There -

fore , the townsite commission proceeded to dispose of them in 

the customary manner . 

He says , if the statements made by Mr . sp are veri­

fied by the records of the Department , and these particular 

lots had been acquired by the Eastern Oklahoma Railway Comp any 

prior to the time of the d~spo sition by the townsite com­

mission , he suggests that it is only right and proper that the 

records he corrected and any action by the towns ite commission 

which would tend to complicate the railway company be cancelled. 
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He has, unt il the matter can be further looked into , 

directed that no steps be taken to sell Lot 6 , Block 36 , sche ­

duled as vacant, and advi sed r . As p that in the case of Lot 

8, Block 36 , already patented to Robert A. Smith , he regretted 

the Department could not a ssist him as the title has entirely 

passed and it is not within the jurisdiction of the Department 

to take f urther action at this time , but the matter of re l ist ­

ing Lots 5 and? , Block 36, scheduled t o the Eastern Oklahoma 

Railroad Company has been presented to t he Department . 

Mr . /right therefore recommends that if the railroad 

company has a cqu ired these lots as alleged by r .. Asp , instruct­

i ons be gi ven that the scheduling to Moses M. Gubin of Lots 4 , 

to 8 , Block 35 , be c ancelled a nd authorit y given to return to 

him the sum of ~230 .00 already paid on such lots ; a lso that the 

appraisement of Lots 5 and ?, Block 36 , be cancelled and that 

proper notation be made upon the books that the company has al­

ready acquired such lots under the railway a ct. 

The records of this Office do not show what lots or 

parts of lots in the town of Pauls Valley were t aken b y reason 

of the condemnation of the railway company of certa in lands for 

station purposSs. The plat submitted by the rail way ·company 

does not indicate the relationship of the ground taken to the 

town. 

The question submitted by Mr . Asp and by the De part­

ment Inspector has already been disposed of by the Department 

in its approval of the opinion of the Assistant Attorney Gen-

12952 
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eral for the Interior Department of November 18 , 19 3 (I . R. D. 

6974- 1903) , in a case where the Oklahoma City and VI estern Rail -

r oad acquired certain lands within the townsite of Chickasha , 

Chickasaw }atioa • . The ssistant ttorney Genera l in t h at case 

settled all the questions submitted in t h is case and I there­

fore recommend that the attention of the I spector be invited 

to the opinion referred to . 

Very respectfully , 

C. F . Larrabee , 

cting Commissioner . 

E. B.H:E . 

(Jndorsed) Union Agency # 12952 Received De . 14 , 1905 , Office 
of u.s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington, 

Dec . 6 , 1905 . Secretary . Relative to the clai m of the A. T. & 
S . F . R. R. Co . to certain lots in the to .n of Pauls Valley , I . T., 
aavising that the Department considers the R. R. Co . is entitled 
to the l o ts covered by the plats for station gr ounds and right­
of- way approved by the Department prior to bhe schedule of t he 
lots by the townsite Commission , and requesting tha t the . R. 
Co . be so advised . 
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To the Secretar y of t h e Interior 

fashington , n.c. 

Dea r Sir : 

65 

Lindsay , Ind . Ter o 

April lst 1 1906 . 

5 -

This section of the Indian Territory i s ge tting in 

to a deplorable condition for th3 ant of roads , to trave l 

upon , the allottees are fencing up the old roads and f ailing 

to open up t he section lines so it i s g iving the traveling 

publick (Sic) and tbe citiz ens here a gr eat deal of trouble , 

annoyance and a heavey (Sic) loss of time to go any where , 

haveing (Sic) to travell (Sic) in many instance s from 6 to 8 

miles to get two miles when if the se ctl. on lines were open we 

would have almost dire ct rout s (Sic) . 

The Native s of allotteese (Sic) in speaking of the section 

lines being opened affirm that they want open the roa ds , until 

the Go~ernment farces them to ., so you can see the way the 

matter stands . The opening of tbe section lines are needed 

badly to facilitate busi ness to each and every one . It i s true 

to re~uire each allottee to fen ce.the section lines would work 

a hardship on some , and really some ould not have t h e means , 

or be able to fence right a t once , but all c an lea ve a road 

or r ight of way on each section line and with t.he privaled~e (Sic) 

of keeping up gates unti l such tiroo as the section lines can be 

fenced with out injury to the allottee who ownes (Si c) the l and , 

but some steps or special orders should be given or made publiC 

13891 
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so that the lines wi 11 be lef t open or a forbid use of closing 

of any old road: Previously used by tm publ ic, until se ction 

lines a re opened or g iven right of way through each se ction line . 

I dont wish to wor k a hardship on any one but I do want 

roads to travell (Sic) on without going a round the county 

i n wh ich I live. 

Please look in to t h is matter a s t he right of way on all 

section lines are badly needed and inform me a s to ha t corse 

(Sic) to pur sue to have the right of way g iven on t.he section 

lines as we need roa ds badly . 

Respectfully yours , 

L. P . McCord . 

and U. S . Citizens living he re i n the territory . 

( ~ndorsed) Union Agency No.l389 l Received Apr .l2 , 1906 Office of 
U.S .Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . '/ashington , April 9 , 
1906.Secretary.---- efers for appro . ac t ion letter from L. P . 

cCord, Lindsay , I . T., rel. to opening se c t ion line roads .----
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DEPARTMENT OF THE I JT "RI R, 

v ash ing to n . 

I. T. D . 20 378 - 1906 . October 13, 1 906 . 

Uni ted S t ates Indi an Inspe ctor 

for Indian Territor y , us kogee , I nd . T . 

i r: 

eptember 26 , 1906 , you trans mi tted a memori a l of the 

National Legislature of t h e Chicka s aw ati on , approv ed by t he 

Governor Sep temb er 2 0 , 1906 , ent it l ed : 

"A emorial r e l at i ve to tbe establishment of public h i gh-

ways or roads in t he Choctaw and Ch ickas a a tion s n 
' 

wi tn t he r e commendation th at it be trans mi tted to Congress with 

such re commendat i on as may b e de med pr oper . 

Submitti ng your r eport on ct ober 9 , 1906 (Land 8 5009) , 

t he Indian Office makes the same r e co mmendati on . A copy of 

it s letter is inc losed . 

You are advised that a t an appropriate time duri ng t h e next 

sessi on of Congre s s sa:iid m~orial wil l be. submitted for it s 

considera tio n . It does not r equi re xe cutiv e a c t i on . 

Through tl:le Commissione r 
of Indian Affa irs . 

1 i nc losure . 

e spe ctfully , 

Thos . yan 
cti ng ec re tary . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency o .l5752 Re ceive d ct . 20 , l906 Office of 
U. s . Indian Inspe c tor for I . T . /ashi ngton , D. C . oct . 13 , 1906. e cre ­
tar y.----Advises 1 emorial of Chicka s aw Legisl atu r~ , r elative 
establ ishment of public roads in Choctaw and Ch icka saw :rat i ons 
Will be submitted to .Congress for consideration.----
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ARTICLES OF AGREEMENT , made and entered into at Tishomingo, 

Chickasaw Nation , Indian Territory , this the 13th day of Oct­

ober 1897 by and between the Chickasaw Nation b~the su~ern­

tendent of Public Schools and the Board o f Trustees of said 

Nation as party of the first part and v. H. J a ckson of Viola , 

C. N. Indian Territory party of the second part , TT SSETH :­

That the said party of the first p art f or an i n eonsi derat i on 

of the covenants and agreements hereinafter made by said par t y 

of the second part do hereby covenant and agree as fo l ows , (Sic) 

to wit ; Tha t s aid party of the first par t will g ive f ull pos­

session and control , and mantain (Sic) the same to said party 

of the s e cond part , of the bu~ldings i n Pontatoc County , c. N., 

known as the Collins Institute with all its t enements and appur ­

tenances for a term of four years and eight months , begi nning 

on the first 1onday in November 189?, unless t his contra c t i s 

annulled for the causes and in the manner hereinaf t er set f orth. 

2nd . That the said party of the f irst part will g i ve permi s sion 

t o the said party of the second part to have and employ such 

Non-c itizen labor , paying due regard to their good moral c haracter 

as will be ne cessary to operate said school successfUlly , also , 

to get all necessary fue l f r om any of the unoccupied lands belong­

i ng t o said party of the first part : also , to keep such work 

stock , and such other live stock , as will be necessary to carry 

on said school . 

3rd . That the said party o f the f i rst part will pay or cause 

to be paid to s ai d party of the second part , or to his order 

the sum of( 16.001 s ixteen dollars per month per scholar in 

actual attendance per month , in United States currency or Nat­

ional varrants , f or the term of four years and eight months , 

y 
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in semi-annual installments, as f ollows, t o wit : 

On the 15th day of February of each year the amount due up to 

this date, by virtue of this contract, and the ba l ance due the 

30th day of June, fo r each conse cutive year. 

Now for and considerat ion of the above and foregoing covenant s 

and agreement by the said party of t he first part , the said 

party of the second part does hereby covenant and agree as 

follows, to wi t : Thi s contract is nontransferable . 

1st. That the said par ty of the second part will conduct and 

mantain{Sic) the said Collins Institute , which consists of 

forty f emale pupils, f or a term of four years and eight months , 

beginning on the f irst Monday in November, 1897 as a boarding 

school of the f irst class-giving t horough instruc t ions in all 

branches of study including music , taught in preparatory schools 

of the first class. That only teachers of high moral s t anding 

will be employed, a nd that the principal teachers will be a 

grauate (Sic) of some College of recogani zed standing among 

other institut i ons of higher learning. 

2nd. That the said party of the second part will furnish each 

pupil with all necessary books, slates, pencils and sta t ioery (S i c 

and furnish the school room with all necessary maps , charts 

and globes, for conducting a school of the first class. 

3rd. That the s aid party of the second part will f urnis h. the 

pupils at all times with claen (Sic) and comfortable beds and 

bedding. That he wi.ll furnish bathing facilities and encourage 

neataess and cleanliness of person at all timeso 

8 
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That he will furnish all nece ssary tables , chairs, mirors, (Sic) 

towels, wash ing basins or pans , so~p, hair and clo thes brushes , 

combs, lights and f uel , for the b ed rooms of the pupils; that 

he will f urnish medicines and med icinal attention ; that he wi ll 

ha ve the clothing of the pupils neatly washed , ironed and mended 

once per v eek . 

4th. That the said par t y of the second part will furnish tba 

pupils with good and who lesome food , well prepared and served 

in a manner paying due regard to variety of food and the laws 

of good health. 

5th. That t he said party of the second part will keep the said 

Collins Institute in operation ten mon t hs in each ye ar except 

the first year in which he will operate it eight months ; that 

he will make quarterly reports to the Superintendent of Publi c 

Schools of the number of attendance , the grade of scholarship , 

advancement and general deportment of each pupil . 

6th. That the said party of the second part ~11 keep the bmild­

ings and appurtenances of said Collins Institute in good order 

and return the same to the party of the fir st part at t he ex­

piration of the term of four year~ and e i ght months in a s good 

order and condition as it wa s when received , regarding natura l 

wear . 

7th. That the said party of the second part will not permit 

vulgarity or obscene language on t he premises of said Institute 

nor will carry or allowed to be carried any intoxicat ing li­

quors on the premises of said Collins Institute . Nor wi ll re­

turn to or allow any one to go on the premises of said Collins 

Institute while under the influence of intoxicating liquors. 

8th. That the said party of the second part m 11 open school 

8 



- 4 -

eaxh day with prayers and have religious services conducted at 

said Collins Institute each Sunday . 

9th. That the said party of the second part will not refuse to 

receive any pupil or pupils whom the Superintendent of Public 

Schools or the Tr ustee of said Collons ( Sic) Institute may 

select to attend said school . That no pupil will be expelled 

ithout the consent of the uperintendent of Schools and t h e 

Trusteee of same Collins Institute . It is hereby agreed and 

fully inderstood ( Sic) ~y both parties that this con t r act 

cannot be annulled for any cause other than a fa ilure t o comply 

with its pervi sions , (Sic) and which fa ilure s hall be d erter mi n­

ed (Sic) in the f ollowing manner , to wti : (Sic) In event of com­

plaint against said party of second part in regard to the manner 

in which he complies with the p~mvisions of this contrac t , or 

in case of a difference of op~nion between the Superintendent 

of Public Schools and the party of the second pa rt a s t o con­

struction of it, the matter of complaint and con troversy shall 

be refered {Sic) to the Board of Trustees of t he Chickas aw 

Nation for adjudi cation , and if the party of the second part be 

found guilty of f ailure to comply with t he pro vis ions of this 

contract , t he said Board o f Trustees may declare this co ntract 

null and void , and thereupon the s aid J;Brty of t he second part 

will vacate the premises of said Collins Institute wi thin (10 ) 

ten days after receiving \ITitten notice of judgment . 

nd it is further agreed by both parties th a t SWI.ch a judgment 

will not cause a forfeiture of any payment or p ar t thereof for 

services rendered by the said party of the second p art prior 

t o the time of notice of said judgment , but the said party of 

a 
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the second part sh all be paid in full for such services up t o 

the time of notice. 

I n testimony whereof , we have hereunto set our hand and seals 

at the p lace and on t h e day and ye ar f ir st mentioned he r e i n . 

J .s . aytubby , s upt . ubl ic 
Schools , Chickasaw r ation . 

Holmes Colbert 
H. H. Burris 
C. • Burris 
Dave Seely 

Trustees • 

• H. J ac kson , Cont r a ctor . 

pproved by the enat e c to ber 14th , 189? . 

ttest : 
J . 3rown , Secre t ary . 

Appr oved by the House 

t t est : 

Dixie Colbert , Cl k . 

8 

Lewis Keel , 
Pres i dent o f t h e Senate . 

ctober 14 th , 189 ? . 

A. H. Humes , 
Spe ak er of • R • 



Senate : 

Amendments to Collins Institute Contract . 

·vhereas , the Senate did appro ve of the School Contract between 

the Bo ard of Trustees and ' 1. • Jackson to operate Collins 

Ins ti tu te and s a i d Contract have been forwarded to the Honorable 

House of epresentatives . row therefore be it annacted by the 

legislature of the Chickasaw ation tha t said contract is hereby 

amended b y adding. "That in oase Coll ins Inst itute is destroyed 

or disqualified by fir e , s torms or otherwise t o such an extent 

that school shall be suspended , this contract sha ll be inoperative 

until the necessary repairs can made and school reopened" . 

Recommended by 

• _ • Jackson . 

Passed t he Sen a t e Oc tober 14th, 189 7 

Attest : 

J . Brown , Secretary . 

Pass e d the ouse dtob er 14th , 189 7 . 

Attest : 

Dixie Colbert , C ler~ . 

Le ~ is Kee l , 

Presiden t of the s enate . 

• ... . Hume s , 

:p3 aker • • 

{Endorsed) # 8 Article of greement re l ating to Collins Institute 

Female College . 



COMMITTEES : 
Legisl ati Te . 

J . F . Sharp . 
A. D. Hawk , 

W.H. P. Trudgeon , 
Geo . F . Gates , 

W.H. Pope . 
ManUfactories . 

R. G. Latting , 
J . A.Fariss , 

W.P. McNair , 
J •• Hocker , 

L. J . Mittinger . 
lgriculture . 

J •• Cherryhomes , 
J . E. Gibbons , 

s . T. Williams, 
S .M. Williams, 

A. H. Trueblood . 

ll 38- A 

COMMITTEES: 
Transportation. 

W. H. P. Trudgeon, 
A. W . Huffman , 

B. H. Ra.ckley , 
J . w. s cott , 

W .P .Easton. 
Trede Extension. 

T. C. Woods , 
W.M. Tomlin , 

M. J . Baum, 
A. C. Piatt , 

Alex, Sacra . 
Entertainme nt . 

C.M. McCle.i n , 
J . R.Leatherl118D. , 

Dr. J . S . Childs , 
Wi l l Cl erdy , 

ilaon Brown . 

TRADE EXTENSION COMMITTEE , 

PURCELL CO MMERCIAL CLUB 
March 1 7, 1899 

V. G. BLANCHARD , President. 
A. D. HAWK , Vi ce- President . 
W. H. WALKER, Secre t ary . 
T. C. WOODS , Tr easurer . 

Purcell , I ndian Territory, 

At a meeting· ot t he Purcell Commercial Club , held Saturday ven­

ing March 11th ,. 1899 , the following preamble and re solutions 

were unanimously adopted : 

fhereas : A large number ot children of all cl asses r esiding 

in the Indian Territory , outside ot the towns and Villages, ar 

without school facilities of any kind, and 

hereas , Because ot the anomalous conditions existing in 

the Indian Territory there is no way in which public schools can 

be establ ished or maintained , and 

Whereas , The Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribe s , 

now represent ing the United States government in the Indian Terri­

tor,. bas used every endeaTour (Sic ) to provide some way by which 

sehoe-~ school s may be e stabl isbed for all children in the Indian 

Territory, which efforts have not as yet been successful , t here­

tore 
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Be 1 t Resolved, The. t this Club heartily endorses the efforts 

heretofore made by the Dawes Commission in this matter and urges 

that body to make further appeal to Congress to appropriate 

sufficient money to establish and maintain public schools for all 

classes residing in the Indian Territory, and 

Be it Further Resolved, That this Club prepare and send 

to all Commercial, political and educational organizations of 

the Chickasaw Nation a circular letter urging such bodies to take 

immediate action in line with the foregoing resolution , and to use 

their best efforts to obtain the appropriation asked for • 

W.H.Walker , 

Secretary. 

• G.Blanchard 

President . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No.42 Relative----Resolutions and Memori­
als, in _regard Public Schools 1899----



CHica.lSAW 
TEACHERS' ASSOCIATION. 

Executive Staff : 

N.T.Pool, President , Purcell . 
John W. Wilkinson, Secretary ,Pauls Valley. 

W. H. Clifton , First Vice-President,Marietta . 
J.T.Johnson,Second Vice- President , Ardmore . 

Organized March 11, 
1899, in the interests 

JENNIE CRO W, Treasurer, Pauls Valley,I•T• 
We want the co-operation 
of every friend of 
education in this work, 
which means so much to 
us all. Let us have 
public i nstruction in 
every tovm. and rural 

of the Public Schools at 
the Indian Territory. 
Every. progressive teacher 
should join t.be Associa­
tion. 

To the Dawes Commission:-

district . 

Purcell, Indian Territory 
March 17, 1899 • 

R E S 0 L U T I 0 N S 

Adopted by the Chickasaw Teachers' Association, Mch 11,1899. 

Whereas , a very large number of children outside of towns and 

villages, in the Indian Territory, are entirely Without school 

privileges, and 

Whereas , no provision has as yet been made by congress for public 

schools in the rural districts; therefore be it resolved, by the 

Chickasaw Teachers' Association 

First, That we heartily conunend the efforts of the Dawes Commis­

sion in behalf of public schools for the Indian Terri tory. 

Second, That we respectfUlly urge that honorable body to make 

further appeal to congress to appropriate money to establish 

schools for all classes, and-

Third, That we heartily endorse the report of the Dawes 
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Commission to the Secretary of' the Interior, in which our needs along 

this line are in part set forth as follows: 

•The Commission has been so impressed with one great call 

tor govemmsnt aid, and frought with serious consequences if' 

delayed, that it feels compelled to call special attention to it. 

That is some provision by t~ national government for the purpos­

es of edu~ation in the territory ••••••••• The people of the Indian 

Terri tory are there to. make homes for themselves and are destined 

to became a part of the body politi9 of a state , and a large 

number of the 30 1 000 children of the territory are in dang r of' 

growing up in ignorence to take upon themselves the responsibility 

of citizenship. This is not the fault., rut the mi sf or tune c1 

these residents of the terri tory. The evils t .hat will come o~ 

this si tua ti on carmot. be measured. n· 

N.T.Pool 
President 

John W.Wilkinson 
Secretary. 

Respectfully submitted, 

- c •• Coombs, 
- N.V.Poo1, 

Committee - Eunice Dosier, 
- Eva Moseley, 
- J.M.Gourdin, 
- Bessie Shannon. 



PAUlS VALLEY INDIAN TERRITORY. 

At a meeting of the Pauls Valley, Republican Club, held Saturday 

evening April 1st, 1899, the following preamble, and resolu­

tions were unanimously adopted:-

hereas:-
A large number of children of all classes, residing in the 

Indian Territory, outside of the Towns, and Villages, are 

without school facilities of any kind, and 

Whereas:-
Because of the an8lilalous conditions existing in the Indian 

Terri tory, ther is no way in which public schools em be 

established, or maintained, and 

Whereas:-
The Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , now repre-

senting the United States Government in the Indian Territory 

has used every endeavor to provide some way by whi~ schools 

may be established, and maintained in the Indian Territory, 

which efforts have not as yet been successful-therefore 

Be it resolved:-
T.hat this Club heartily endorses the efforts heretofore made 

by the Dawes Commission in this matter, and urges that body 

to make further appeal to Congress to appropriate suffi­

cient money to establish, and maintain public sc.bools 

tor all classes, residing in the Indian Terri tory, and 

Be it further resolved:-
That this ClUb prepare, and send to all Educational, Com-

mercial, and Political bodies of the Chickasaw Nation a 

Circular letter, urging them to take such action as seems 

best in line with the foregoing resolution, and to use their 

bes~ efforts to obtain the appropriation asked for. 

J.E.Ventress--secretery. 
42. 

N.W.Fisher 
President. 



March 17, 1899. 

·fbereas, A large number of children of all classes, resid-

ing in the Indian Territory, outside of the towns and villages, 

are without school facilities of any kind, and 

Whereas, Because of the anomalous condition existing in 

the Indian Territory there is no way in Which public schools can 

be establis~d or maintained, and 

Whereas , The Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

now representing the United States Government in the Indian 

Territory, has used every endeavour (Sic) to provide same way, 

by which schools may be established for all children in the 

Indian Territory, which efforts have not as yet been successful , 

and 

~hereas , By reason of their personal acquaintance and 

observations in various parts of the Indian Territory , the Dawes 

Commission have a more intimate know.ladge of the si t .ua tion and 

the great need for educational facilities, than has any other 

department of the government, therefore be it 

Resolved, That this Grand Jury heartily endorses the fforts 

already made by the Dawes Commission and commends them for their 

action in this !audible cause, and urges that Honorable body to 

make further appeals to Congress, for an appropriation of suffi­

cient money to establish and maintain public schools for children 

of all classes in the Indian Territory. 

At a session ot the Grand Jury for the United States Court 

sitting at P~cell, I.T. at its March, 1899 tenn, the foregoing 

preamble and resolution was unanimously adopted. 

.Attest: 
T.G.B--. 

48 

J.S,Ewing 
J'oraaan of Gram Jury.-



WHEREAS 

co (::; 

March 17,1899. 

A large number of children of all classes, residing 

in the Indian Territory, outside the towns and villages, are 

without school facilities of any kind and 

mERE AS Because of the anomalous conditions existing in 

tile Indian Terri tory there is no w.ay in which public Schools can 

be established or maintained , and 

WHEREAS The Dawes Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

now representing the United States Government in the Indian 

Territory, has used every endeavor to provide some way , by which 

schools may be established for all children in the Indian Terri­

tory, which efforts have not as yet been successful, and 

WHEREAS By reason ot their personal acquaintance and obser-

vations in various parts of the Territory, the Dawes Commission 

has a more intimate knowledge of the si tua. ti on and the great need 

for educational facilities, than has any other department otr the 

government, therefore be it 

RESOLVED That t~ Purcell Republican Club heartily endorses 

the efforts heretofore made by tbe Dawes Commission in this matter 

and urges that body to make further appeal to Congress, for an 

appropriation of sufficient money to establish and maintain public 

schools for all classes residing in the Indian Territory. 

At a meeting ot the Purcell Republican Club held in the City 

ot Purcell I.T. Monday evening Merch 13th the foregoing preamble 

and resolution was unanimously and enthusiastically adopted • 

Attes-t: 
w.c.MoNair 

Secretary. 

• H.P.Trudgeon 

President. 
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THE CITY OF WYNNEWOOD 

/ynnewood , Ind.Terr., June 30,1899 . 

Secretary at Interior, 

Washington, D.c. 

Dear Sir:-

Our town is incorporated and I am requested to ascer­

t ain through you, whether or not we would be allo ed 

under the Law to issue bonds for the erection of School 
' 

Building . 

We have adopted or voted to have Public Schools , but 

need better building and will issue Bonds for same if 

we have the Power . 

Very Respectfully , 

· .c.Lee 

Mayor . 



2 

D E P A R T M E N 'I' 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ashing ton. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory. 

Sir: 

July 5, 1899. 

Enclosed is a letter from v. C. Lee , Wynne\\'Ood, I . T., 

dated June 30, 1899, in regard to the question of 

issuing bonds for the purpose of erecting a school 

building a t said place. The letter 1s referred to you 

for your consideration and answer. 

Ind. Ter .Div. 
1877-99. 

1 enclosure. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.254 Re ceived Jul.9,1899 
Office of U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. 
Washington, July 5, 1899. Secretary.----Refers letter 
of W.C.Lee, Wynnewood, relative to issuing bonds f or 
school house • 
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E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T. 
CHICKASAW NAT I ON. 

Tishomingo , I . T. 
November 15, 1899. 

Hon. J. Geo. ~right, 

u. s . Indian Inspector , 

Muscogee, Ind . Terr . 

Dear Sir:--Yours of the 4th Inst . with inclosed petition of 

Charles Cohee et el(Sic) and other Chickasaw Freedmen concern-

ing their schools, in reply will say, the Chickasaw Freedmen 

were not adop ted as provided for in the trea ty of 1866, and 

their status is yet unsettled as to Chickasaw citizenship . Had 

they been adopted as provided for in the treaty of 1865 , they 

would have been entitled to only forty acres ~f land, and not 

entitled to school priveledges ( Sic) nor to participate in any 

of the annuities nor other funds . 

Aa per request I return you herewith the letter of 

Charles Cohee . 

Very respectfully , 

D. H. Johnston 
Governor C . N. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 3240, Received Nov. 16, 1899, Office 
of u. s. Indian Inspector for I. T. Tishomingo , I . T. Nov . l5, 1899 . 
Gov. D. H. Johnston. Returns letter of Charles Cohee , et al , / 
about Freedmen schools. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H ~ I 
ashing t on . 

l TD 4951-1 902 . 
5 346- 1 902 . 

Un i ted States I ndian Inspector 

for the I ndi Terri tory , 

]IUSkogee J Indian Terri tory . 

;:> i r : 

The epartrnen t is i n receipt of our 

T ..c; R I R. 

ugust 29 , 190 2 . 

report dated ug ust 

1 902 , transmitting a list of outstanding s ch ool indebtedness 

of the · Chickasa :rati on , amounting to ?102 , 284 . 54 . 

6 , 

You call att nti on to the c ertific te of t he Unit ed ;:> tate s 

School upervisor o"f t e Ch i ckasaw at ion , to the eff ct that 

sai d list represents lanful , valid and subsisting claims aga i nst 

s id nation , and t hat t~ warrants mention d there i n were issued 

i n payment of i ndebtedness i ncurred i n the education of Chic kasa 

pup ils of Indian blood , except warr an t o . 11 , in fa or of 

·a l l i am R. Hays , for desks at ulphur .::>prings sc hool , for ~~ 100 ., 

not ye t delivered ; and warrant o . 69 , in favor of G •• Burris , 

far educat i on of state s t udents , 1896 and 189? , ?5 ., hi ch was 

far ind e bte dness inc urred pr ior t o ~uly 1 , 1898 , from h ich date 

onl y t he fund s ari si ng f r om co l an d a sphalt are applicable . 

You call a ttention to t he stat ement of the uperi ntendent 

of .:JChools far t .be I nd i an Terri tory relative t o the reckl ess 

manner i n which warr ants have been i ssued , and sta ting t hat he 

will s ubmit a special r eport wi th re commendation oonc erning the 

matte r . 

4721 
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You also state th at you bave conferred with the Supe rin­

tendent of Schools on s aid su b ject and prop ose co nferri ng rd th 

the Governor i n r efe r ence t he r e to , a ft e r wh ic h a :rull r ep ort 

and recommendation Wi ll b e su hnitte d f or t he c onsideration or 

the Department . 

The Acting Comm issiom r of I n di an Affairs f o r warde d your 

s aid report on Augus t 26 , 1902 , and states t hat af t e r t he war ­

rant s shall have been r e ce i ved f rom t he Treasury for t he r oya l tie s 

deposit e d by the Agent at Un ion gen cy for t he fo ur th quar t e r , 

1902 , t..bere 'll be , s ubje ct t o payme n t f or schoo l rar r ants , -­

'~'158.94 royalty on a sp halt , -r,>35 , 186 . 78 royalt y on c oa l , mak i ng 

a tot al of ,·35 ~ 345 . 72 . The ctine Commissi oner sta t es t ha t sa i d 

sum is about one - t hird of t~ amount neces sary t o l i qu idate t he 

warrants outst ding , and si nce t he ro yalt i e s from c oa l are 

averaging from fii'te en to eight e en t hous and dollars quar t erly 

"an d t~ expense a bout four t ho usand quar t e rly , it i s deeme d 

i mpracticable a t pre sent to make the payme nt . " 

The Departmen t s e es no objection to pay i ng the amou n t of 

said warrant s in the order th a t t he y e r e issued , a s f r as 

said sum of ;35 , 45 . 72 Will go , r eserving t her e fro m a s uffici ent 

amount to pay the pro rata e:xp·ens e s of t he Unit ed t a t es school 

officers in the Ch icka saw Nati on. The Depar tmen t i s de sirous t ha t 

the expenditure of moneys shall be made with strict e conomy , a nd 

concurs in yom- suggestion t ha t you make a comp l e te report i n 

the pr emises as soon as practicable . 

The papers transmitted vd th your r eport , togethe r i th a 

copy of the report of t he Acting Commissioner , a re i nclosed herer · th . 

Thos. yan 

4 inclosures . Acting ' e cret· y . 

"'21 
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DEP ARThiE T OF EE I TE I 
' 

Office Of School Sup ervisor For Ch ickasaw Nation , 

Supt. J . D. Bene diet, 

Mus kogee , I . T . 

Dear S ir : 

Tishomingo , I nd . Te r . 

Aug . l , l902 . 

I r e turn here\tith l i s t of 1ar r ants . I am satisfi e d 

t ha t t .hey have all been is suad i n lega l manne r and for cla i ms 

which have be en r e cognized as valid. 

In some i nstanc es they have b een drawn i n advance pay­

ment for material or servic e but i t ould be a bso l utely i mpossible 

in most cases to as cer t a i n t.he facts . 

The one excep tion I have noted came to my personal 

observation , t he other shows upon its f a ce . 

4721. 

Very t ruly , 

Geo . Be ck . 

Supervis or . 
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DEP A TivlE T. OF 'I, HE I NT..,. I 0 , 

United t a t es Indian ue rvice, 

ffice Of Sup eri n t enden t Of Schools In I . T . 

Mus kogee , Ind . e r ., 

ug . 4 , l902 . 

Han . J . Geo . - i ght , 

u. • I ndian I nspe c t or for Indian Territ ory , 

· Usk ogee , I nd i an Territory . 

Sir : 

I have t he honor to submit , here ·n. th , a lis t of t he 

school warrants issued by t he authorities of the Chickasa a t i on 

from ugus t 31 , 1 901, t o pril 1, 1902 , to gethe r with t 1e r eport 

of Su e rvi sor Geo . Be ck t ' ereo n . 

upe r vi sor Be ck i nforms me t hat t he authorities of t he 

Ch ickasaw Fation ha ve not b een inclined to g i ve h i m any i n forma­

tion c onc ernin the se arrants , and t ha t be has been c ompelled to 

gather h is informat i on c onc erning t hem by p iece meal as b es t he 

could . Su· ervi sor Be ck d isappr oves t m warrants , as f ollo s : 

!arrnnt :Eo . 11 , is sued ov . 8 , 1901 , to .m •• Hays 

for desks fur nis1 ed Sulphur pri i gs ' ch ool amounting to 100 . 00 . 

·upervisor Beck has visited that s chool , and states tha t i t has 

no new furniture . 

~arrant ... o . 69 (Page 16 of t h is lis t) issued ct obe r 

17 , 1899 , to G. A • Burris for ~?5 . 00 , seems to have been i ssued 

to pay the expens es of lm . Harrison , a t ate stude t for the year 

1896-7 . 
4721 . 

As that indebtedness was incurre d pr ior to the taka 
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.Agree:crent, I unders t and that it cennot b e aid out of t he coal 

royalty fund . 

I, t herefore , recommend that upe rvisor Beck' s r eport 

be ~prove d , a1n t ha t the t ~o warra t s l as t above mentioned be 

rejected . 

In t is conne ction I desire to say t hat Ch ickasa auth­

orities seem to be pre tty r e ckl ss i n t he matter of is suing 

school ~arrants . It fre quently happens that s chool r r an t s are 

issued and delivered by t hem prior to t h renditi on of the serv ices . 

If it ere possible some rules and r egulations should be prescrib-

ed by the Department gove rn i ng issuance of such warr nts . s 

soon as I can find time I de sire to submit a specia l r eport Vli th 

recomme ndations conc erning this ork . 

4721.. 

Respectfully submitted , 

John D. Benedic t , 

uperint endent of chool s 

i n I ndian Territory. 
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I ~ERI 

ff irs . 

ashing to n . 

' 

ugus t 26 , 190 2 . 

The Honor ab le , 

The ·~ e cret y of t he I nt e rior . 

' ir : 

I have t he h nor t o a cknowledge the re c .., ipt of your com-

munication inclosi ng lette r from I nspe c tor .. r ig t of I ndian Terri -

tor :for co nsider;;: t i on , r e ort and re comme ndat i on . 

The I ns e ctor r e c anmends t he payment of :~102 , 284 . 15 , out-

standi ng s chool indebtedness of t be Ch ic kasaw ati on , as i -

den ced by a li s t of rvarr ants lfh ic h he i nc loses , wi t he sta tement 

t hat t he i ndebtedness has be en largely incur-red s inc e date of 

list previously submitted , ric h amount ed to 1 33 , 29 . 26 , the 

payment of !lh ic h was .u t orized by epartment l e t ter of e ce ber 

26th , 1901 , and paid fro m ro ya lti es de riv·e d from aspha lt and co al , 

vThich funds ie re only applicable for such debts . he I ns pe ct or 

suggests that it be ascertai ned f rom the r cords of t h is Office 

if there are suffici nt funds on hand to the credit of t he 

Chickasaw Nation for the payment of t h is l as t indebtedness arisi ng 

fran royalties on asphalt and co 1 . 

For tbe information of the Department and tbe Inspe ctor for 

Indian Terri tory , I have to state the r e will be on t he books of 

this Office , after arrants are received f rom t he Treasury for 

the royalties deposited by tbe Agent at Union Agency f or t he fourth 

4721 
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quarter , 1902 , t~ f olloWi 'l{; su , s ub je ct to payment for school 

warrants , name ly : 

A~ halt ----------------------- 158 . 94 
Coal ,-------------------------__ 3_5~,~1_8_6~·~?_s _________ v_3_5~,~3_4_5~'~?_2_ 

This sum is about one t hird of tbe amou nt necessary to 

liquidate t he rarrants outs t andi ng ; and as t be royalti es from 

coal are a ver g i ng from fifteen to eightee n t housand dollars 

quarterly and t l~ expe1we about four thousand quarterly , it i s 

deemed i mpr a cttca ble a t pr esent to make the payment , nd: it i s 

so r e coi!lD1e nded . 

The inclosures to yo ur letter are herer.li th r e tur ned . 

Ver y r espe ctfully , 

.c. 0 ' 
r cc. (c.) Acti ng Commissione r . 

( •ndorsed } Union Agency o . 4?21 e cei ve d Sep . 9 , 1 902 Office of 
U. S .Indian Inspector for I ndian Territory . ash i ngto n , Aug . 29 , 
1902. ecr tary.---- pproves report r e l ative to outstanding 
Chickasaw s ch ool vrarr ants ; au t hority g r an t ed to make p ymen t s o 
far as funds rill apply s hould submit r eport relati ve to 
Chickasa fV school expense s .----
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DEPART MEN T OF TaE I~ N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHINGTON . 

ITD 132-1903. January 12, 1903 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of a report from Acting Inspec­

~or Zevely, dated December 6, 1902, in which reference is made to 

departmental letter of November 5, 1902 (ITD 4951, 5346-1902), 

relative to the school indebtedness of the Chickasaw Nation , and 

transmitting therewith two reports from the Super i ntendent of 

Schools in the Indian Territory , stating that the school affairs 

of that na tion are conducted upon a very extravagant scale . The 

Acting Inspector recommends "that Congress be asked at its present 

session to enact some legislation placing the entire disbursement 

of tribal funds in the bands of the Department, as it is only in 

this manner that the interests of the In!lians' as a whole can be 

protected." 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs forwarded said letter 

on January 6, 1903,- and concurs in the reoommendation of the .Kct-

ing Inspector. 

The Department also approves the recommendation of the 

Acting Inspector, and you are requested to prepare an item in dup­

licate for insertion in the Indian approJr iation bill , which wi 11 

grant to the Secretary of tbe Interior authority to collect and 

5629 
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disburse all of the tribal funds of the Chickasaw Nat ion under 

suit able regulations to be prepared by him. 

Your early action is requested as this session of Congress 

will exp i re by limitat ion on March 4th next . 

Respectfully , 

Thas . Ryan . 
Acting Se cretary. 

)Endor sed) Union Agency # 5629 received Jan . 30 , 1903 . Office of 
u. s . I ndi an Inspector for Indian T~rritory . Washin gton , Jan . 12 , 
1903. Se cretary . Approves report r elative to conduct of Chickasaw 
Schools ; calls for draft of article to be inserted in Ind . APP • 
Bill pl acing same in charge of Secretary of Interior . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

ITP 6330-1904. Washington Augus t 10,1904. 

The U.S.India.n Inspector 

for Indian Terri tory, Muskogee . 

Sir: 

The Departnant is in receipt of a communication from the 

Superintendent af Schools in Indian Territory, dated July 28 , 

1904, rel ative to school matters in the Chickasaw Nation , and 

stating that they have not been progressing satisfactorily, and 

that the tribal officials have not furnis~d the United States 

school officials with the information concerning their schools 

in accordance with the agreement entered into with the Secretary 

of the Interior and the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, April 

11, 1901. 

He further states that too tribal officials have refused 

to admit any white children ~o their tribal schools. 

The Superintendent recommends that the Supervisor of the 

Chickasaw Nation and the Superintendent of Schools in Indian 

Terri tory be authorized to provide for the a ttendame of Chicka­

saw children in the new schools to be established, and that 

the U.S.Indian Agent for Union Agency be authorized to pay an 

equitable proportion of the expenses of such schools out of the 

coal royalty tunds accruing to the Chickasaw Nati on. 

This report bears the stamp at your approval dated ~ugust 

1,1904. 

The Acting Commissioner of Ind~ Affairs forwarded said 

loog& 
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report on August 6th, and states 

"The agreement referred to by the Superintendent is printed 

in full in the annual report of the Commissioner of Indian Af­

fairs for the fiscal year 1901, on page 129, and it appears from 

the statement of Supt.Benedict, which is approved by too u.s . 

Indian In~ectar, that the tribal authorities or the Chickasaw 

Nation are ignoring the provisions of section 5 of that agree ­

ment; and it is respectfully recommended that the Superintendent 

of Schools be directed to make out a statement of the violations 

of the section referred to and that th e same be submitted to the 

Chickasaw authorities With the request. to know why , if that sec­

tion has been violated, that the agreemen t should not be declared 

null and void, - pending a decision upon which the matter of the 

establishment of separate schools out of the 100,000 held in 

abeyance." 

The Department concurs in said recommendation, and you will 

instruct t.be Superintendent of Schools to make a statement of 

the violations of said agreement, and you will transmit the same 

to the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation, requesting from him an 

explanation of the action of the tribal officials, and if the 

violations of said agreement, as stated by tl~ Superintendent 

and subm.i tted by you, be admitted by the Governor, you will re­

quest him to show cause why s~id agreement should not be abro­

gated. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs Will be requested to 

transmit to you a copy of the Acting Commissioner's letter. 

10096 

Re spectf'ully, 

Thos.Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 
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(Endorsed} Union Agency No.l0096 Received Aug.l8,1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian In~ector, for Indian Territory. ~ashington,Aug.lO,l904. 
Secretary.----Rel.to report of Supt. of Schools rela tive to 
Chickasaw school matters. Supt. should call upon tribal authori­
ties to show cause why a greement should not be abrogated, and 
submit report.---- · ' 

' ' . 

. ,· 

' / 
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DEPA 'llviENT OF THE INr I OR , 
Office of School ~upervisor for Chickasa l Nation , 

Tishomingo , Ind. T., 

Nov . 1 2, 1904. 

Supt . J . D. Benedict , 

tlus k og e e , I • T • 

Dear S ir: 

ever a1 quest i ons have arisen among the Teachers re quiri ng 

answer . 

·.hat is the r e gp.lation i n re gard to holidays? I suppose 

th9y are .entitled ~o the i ndivi dua l days but no othe rs . 

ihat al lo ance will be made for attendance upon te a chers ' 

a ssociation or othe r meeti [\gS? 

A c a se came to me a day or t 'l o ago like t his : A. is a n 

i ntermarri ed Chickas a and ore of the school houses i n to which 

we have put a teacher is on his land and he has $ 75. in it . He 

forfeits 12.50 per month by sending his children t here a s he 

very much wishes to do becaus e our te a che r does not hold Chick . 

certi fie ate . He is will ing to pay well f or the tuition or his 

children, and unless they c an attend at, hom 1'};} mu st send t hem 

away . He i s very desirous of sending h is children to the home 

school and I think be would probably forfeit all his board money 

rather than not do so . 

Can any arranganen t be made by which our Teachers c ou.Jd collect 

tuition from individuals and report it as part of their salary? 

As to Chickasaw certific ates af' course that is out of the 

question. 
7. 
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Respectfully, 

Gee Beck . 

Supv. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.7 Gee Be ck, Tishomingo,I. T. Nov.l2 ,1904. 
----Concerning holidays.----
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DEPA}.TMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF SCHOOL SUPERVISOR FOR C ICKAS ~W NATION . 

Tishomi ng o, I nd . T., Nov. l 4 , 1904 . 

Supt. J . D. Benedi c t , 

Musk oge e, I . T . 

Dea r Si r : 

Your tele gram r ea ched me on Sat. Eve . just i n season 

for me to bun dl e t he list of warran t s i nto the rna il before 

it c l osed. 

I ha ve not had time t o gi ve to them any eYami nat i on 

wha tever as I am still very bu~ wi t h correspondence princi ­

pally adjusting s chools and tea cher s . 

Today I h ave a n eng gement in t he country beyond Ar d­

more to a rrange a misf it and I wou l d a sk how to proceed in 

case a t eacher resigns or i s nel ieved in the mi dst of a school 

term. 

Then t oo I ba d to spend several day s in t h e Semi nole 

nation a nd I turned some work over to Supt . Brown , but I ha ve 

no report yet from him. 

I have h ~d no time to v i sit the boarding schools f o r 

the purpose of val ua t i on , an d in my former visits I ha ve not 

had that in mind so I cannot be a t a ll confident of coming 

near the corre ct amoun t. !rs . Turman , contra ctor for the 

Orphans' Home died a few days ago, which i s gre ·1 tly to be 

9 
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regretted a s she was an energetic and cultured lady with high 

ideals, and was i mpro vi ng the school very much . 

The buildi ng at Harley is brick in bad repair tho some 

$1200 or more was sp ent on it last yea r . There is a large 

barn in very go od condition and its l and is reasonably good . 

It may b e wo r t h "4' 6000. possibly ?000. 

Collins has f r ame residence with kitchen and dinin 

room rece nt l y repaired and painted in fair condition only , 

also a s chool and dormi tory building frame to which recent 

addition has been made by which it is in very gpod condition . 

Its land as I see i t i s partly rat her rough and I should 

not expect it t o bring more than .. 5000. tho half tha t h as been 

expended for repa i rs and addi t ions . 

It ha s barns bu t I can not describ e them . Rock cademy 

is a stone bui l ding wi t h stone kitchen annex . It seems to 

be in very go od co nd it ion of repa i r but a large portion of 

its l a nd i s rocky and of lit t l e value for cultivation . It 

should b e worth a t l east as much as a rley . It has one fair 

barn and one old poor one. 

Orphans' Home has a t hr ee stor y dwelling and Dormitory 

and a brick t wo story s ch ool buil di ng t he former rather old 

and needing repa ir s s ame of wh ich I t h ink r s . Tur man has 

recently made. The sch. bui l ding is in very go od condi t i on . 

9 
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It has a go od allotment of land and I shou ld pl ace it 

t?OOO. at least . It has fair barn . 

3. 

Bloomfield is in best trim of any , l arge dwel ling & 

Dormitory, and separate soh . buil di n both two stories and 

frame. Their ba rn wa s burned sometime ago and I ha ve not 

seen the new one. It s proximity to Dennison is quite an 

item in its valua tion and it has a go od land allotment . I 

should guess it at $10,000 possibly $ 12 , 000 . 

Of course the amount which any of these would bring 

would depen grea tly what a ny one wishes to do with them. As 

priv&te residences I think I have given va lues high enough , 

but if desired for other purposes they might bring more. Of 

course they could none of them be replaced for the sums I 

have named, and I may be away off on any or al l of them. 

I shall write you a letter l ater about t he Territoria l 

Asspciation. 

A.L.S. 

Copied by M.P. B. 

Respec ~lly , 

Geo. Beck , 

Supr. 

arch 28, 1934. 

9 
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Office 
DEP AR TI NT OF THE INTERIOR , 
of School Supervis or For Chickasaw Nation , 

Tishomi~o , Ind . T • 
• 

May 15 , 1905 . 

Supt- . J . D. Benedic t , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

I Wish to submit two or three questi ons : 1st , the colored 

teachers of t his nati on expect to hold a normal and wish to pro-

vide for an examination f or certi f icates . ay th a t be do n e . If 

so how? 2nd , The teachers on t he R. I . Roa d (those you met at 

Chickas ha ) wil l hold a normal of their. own appointed some months 

ago , and will not attend at ynnewood , chiefly on account of bad 

co nne c ti ons • 

They also desire that provision be made fo r taking our 

examination , as they expect some of the school boards to re quire 

our certi f ic ates . 

If I do not take charge of it they promis e to do so themselves 

and safeguard it so carefully that there shall be no opportunity 

for fraud . If this may be do m I should favor it and believe it 

would promote combination of forces in the near future . 

3rd There are sever a l teachers who have taught this year in 

so:rre of our best schools and who will be out of the territo ry f or 

t~ summer , but wish to retllr n for next year • . Otm rs , wit h excellent 

credentials are making inquiry and application for schools . 

21 . 
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Would it be ~ rmis sible to give encouragement to such without 

a-etendance on any of our normals? 

Replies to above will enable me to repl y to many inquiri e s to 

which so far I am strictly non-committal . 

Respectfully , 

Geo . Beck . 

upv . 

{Endorsed) Union Agen cy No . 21 Geo . Beck., Tishomingo , I . T. viay 15 , 
1905----Rela ti ve to holding s peci al exami na tions , e t c .--- -



13241 11319-

i03 
D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I J T E R I 0 R, 

~ A S H I N G T 0 N! 

I.T.D 734-1906. January 23 , 1906. 

United States Indi~ Inspector 

for Indian Territory, Muskogee , Ind. T. 

Sir: 

On January 4, 1906, you transmitted a petition for departmental 

consideration in the matter of the issuance of bonds in the sum of 

$25 ,000 for school purposes , at Pauls Valley, Chickasaw Nation, 

Ind. T . 

It appears from the petition and accompanying papers that the 

Department is requested to approve this issue of bonds for the 

purposes stated, in accordance with the provisions of section 22 

of the supplemental a greement with t he Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, 

ratified by the act of July l , 1902 (32 Stat ., 641) . 

It is shown that Pauls Valley is a municipal corporation, 

with population of 2,333, and that the assessed va luat ion of 

the taxable property of said town is $726,119. 

On August 4, 1903, the Department approved a bond issue of 

$18 ,000 for the town, and bonds for 25 ,000 were issued prior 

to the time the Secretary of the Interior was required by law 

to approve the issue of bonds. The indebtedne s s of Pauls Valley 

at the present time is therefore $43,000, which added to the 

issue of $25 ,000 now desired, will total $68 , 000 . 

You inclose a report in this matter by the Superintendent 

of Schools for the Indian Territory, Mr . ~ohn D. Benedict, who 

made a personal investigation. The Superintendent reports that 

132&1 
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t he town is well p repared to bear the additional burden of in­

debtedne ss and is badly in need of two comfortable school buildings . 

He ·r e commends the approva l of the bond issue . 

You state that the town is amply able to care for the proposed 

bond issue, and in view of the necessity for the publi c improve ­

ments desired , you recommend the approval of these bonds . 

Repor ting January 12 , 1906 , on thi s subject , the Indian 

of fice con curs in your recommendation . A copy of its letter is 

inc l ose d . 

The Pe tition is granted and the Department g~ves its approval 

to the issu e of bonds b y this town in the sum of $25 , 000 . 

You will so advise the town authorities . 

1 inclosur e 
a true copy . 
Inspector. 

Respectfully , 

THOS . RYAN, 

First Assietant Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l324l .Received Jan . 23 , 1906 . 0f fice of u.s . 
India n Inspector for Indian Territory . Washingt on , January 23 , 1906 . 
----Se cretar y . Approves issuance of bonds in sum of . 25 , 000 , for 
s chool pur p ose s by town of Paul s Valley Chickasaw Nation , Ind . Ter ~ 



1()5 1 328-

DEPARTME~TT OF THE INTERIOR , 
Office of chool Supervisor for Chickasaw Nation . 

Ti shomi ngo , Ind . T. 

Mar. 5 , 1906 . 

'Supt . John D. Benedict . 

Muskogee, I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

The Chickasaw legislature was c alled together on Saturday 
P . M. by specia l message af Gov . Johnston , and made appropriation 

to continue the schools , through Jure , including the boarding 

schools under presen t contra cts . 

Every one of the boarding schools (unJe ss perhaps Orphans ' 

Home) had closed and pupils all dispersed , and no I am informed 

that they are to n:ake a shCJN of resuming in order to get that 

money- . 

I am con f ident that not one of them will be able to do uork 

of any worth and the running will be mere form for r e venue only. 

I had the promise o'f the list of warrants immediately but 

it is not finismd and the Auditor has left and does not e:xpect 

to return before Thursday , after promising me faithfully to 

have th3 list ready without delay . 

Legis 1 atur e has adjourned .ha. v 1ng cost , I an told , $42 , 000 . 

I was busy notifyirg Teachers of extension when I receive d 

not ice that you had already done so . 

hat shall I cb f cr an offic.e? 

Very respe c tfu+J.y, 

•• Geo . Beck--- -Supv • 



106 

- 2-

P.S . Thos e schools should not .have closed while t here remained the 

slig hte s t probability of their beir:g continue d . 

(End ar sed ) Uniori Agency No . 29 . Received arch 5 ,1906----Geo . Beck., 
regardi ng the Chi ckasaw legislature making appropriation to con­
tinue t he scho ols , throug h cTune , including t"i1e boarding schools 
under present contracts .---~ 
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DEPART vE ~ T OF THE I ITERI OR , 

United t ates Indi an Inspection Service , 

Ti sb omi ngo , I • T • 

Augus t 4 , 1906 . 

Supt . John D. Benedict , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

This question comes to Ill3 this morning: " i ll Gov't pay 

tui tion of Chickasaw pupils in schools outs ide of t err i tory?" 
I 

. Since a r . 4 l ast such pupils as authorized by Supt . have 

re ceived a t th3 rate of 12 . per month to close of s ch . year . 

Yours resp=3 ctfully , 

Geo . Be ck . 

Please reply at once , I have indicated t hat it is very doubtful . 

I find considerable opposition to opening the Academy at a ll . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency o . 32 . August 4, 1906 Geo Beck. Tishomingo , 
I . T.----Asks if the Government will pay tuition of Chicka s aw 
pupils in schools outside of Territory .----
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D E R T '.1 T T F T I N T -' I OR . 
·ashington . 

I . T . D. 1311 2 - 1906 . ugust 13 , 1906 . 

United States Ind ian Inspector 

for Ind i an Terr itory, :iuskogee , Ind . T. 

ir : 

n July 20 , 1 906 , you transmitted a petition of the 

to nofTerral , hickasaw .~.ation , Ind . T. , by its municipal 

author ities , reque sting dep rtmental approva l of the is suance 

of bonds by said to wn in the sum of !) 5 , 000 fo r the construct ion 

of school- houses . 

uthori t y is requested for the is suance of these bonds 

under the prov i s i ons of section 5 of the supplement a l agreement 

with the hoc taw and Chic as aw nations r a tified by the act of 

July 1 , l 02 (32 t at ., 641) . 

~rom the papers sub it ted i t appear that the town of 

Terral is a mun i cipal corporat i on , i th a pu Dulation , according 

to its l ast s chool census , of 884 peo ple , and 1~ith taxable pro ­

perty valued , accordi g to the last assessment for the purpose 

of taxation , at ~ 130 , 461 . 50 . 

On Tovember 1 8 , l 05 , the Depart ent approved an opinion 

of the ~ ssist nt Attorney- General re l at i ve to the issuance of 

certain bohds by the to wn of ci to newall , hickasaw ra ti on , Ind . T., 

and construing paragraph 55 of the agreement with the Choctaw 

and Chi ckasaw tribes of Indians r at ified by t he act of JUly 1, 

1 902 (32 Stat., 6 1) , it was held that--

14972 
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'The f irst sentence of paragraph 55 of that act must 

be construed as affirmatively a uthorizing ro rporat i on s in those 

nations to issue bonds for the speci f i ed purpos es , \'ij_ t h the ap­

proval of t he ec J·eta r y of' t he nterior, ' 

and in conclusion 

"Tha t the fact t hat the to n of tone11all has a popu l a ­

tion of less than 1 , 000 persons should not of itself prevent 

t h is application rece iving your (the ecretar y of the Inter i or) 

approv al . " 

Applying the rule laid down i n se c tion l of the act of 

"ay 19, 1 ... 02 , li it i ng t he amount of bonds that can be issued by 

towns h aving a populati on of 2,poo or mor e , hich , by reason of 

the small population of Terral does not appl y in t his case , - but 

may be used as a guide to judge t he t own ' s ability to su pport 

the indebtednes s desired to b e incurred , it i s found t hat t he 

interest upon a bond is suance of 5 , 000 at 5 per cent pe r annum, 

would amount t o 250 ; a t ax of 5 mills on the dolla r of the val ­

ua tion of the taxable pro perty , which is shown by the pa~rs i n­

closed to be : 130 , 461 . 0 , would provide a · r evenue of 'tf65 2 . 3 0 . 

Reporting in regard t o the is s uance of t hese bonds , 

School Superivisor 1ial ter al wel l st ates tha t the to n i s out of 

debt, and is in need of better school f ciltties than they now 

have . He recommends that the bond is suance be a pprov ed , in 

which recommendation Super intendent John D. Benedict c oncurs . 

You say t ha t you have carefully considered th i s t t er 

and inasmuch as there is no doubt as to the necessity of the 
14972 
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pub l ic i mprovements des ired , you recommend the approva l o f the 

bond i ssu ance . 

Reporting i n Jul y 30 , 1 06 , t he Indi an Offi ce concurs 

in you r re comrnendot i on . .L~ copy of i ts letter is inclo sed . 

Th e epart ment considers tha t the r e is a neces sity fo r 

t he is s u anc e of these bonds . The petit i on of the tov n of Ter-

ral for permiss i on t o issue bonds in the s um of ,.;> 5 , 000 for the 

co nstruct ion o f s choolhous es is hereby approved . 

Re spe c tfully , 

Thos . yan • 
. cting s ecretary . 

1 inclosure . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 14972 e ceive d ug . 17 , 1 906 . ff · ce 
of u.s . India n Ins pector f or I ndian Territory . ash i ng ton , D. 
c. Aug . 1 3 , 1906 . Secr etary . pproves bond is ', ue i n sum of 
,r5 , 000 . f or school purpos es by t own of Terra l , Chickasaw Ja tion . 
I . T. 
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A home for homeless colored p eople-­

Chickasha, I nd. Ter. September 15, 1906 . 

1 2.331-

w'ie colored people who have bough t homes in Ch ick asha 

who are not natives and has no r i ghts any where i n t h is u.s. 
and we do ask for aid from t he government for our pe ople . .le 

have no place to t ak e our p eople , who a re old , cripple and un­

able to work, to care for t h em, and we do ask t he gover nment t o 

give us a ri gh t to a quarter section of l and t o build us a s choo l 

house business colle dge and phan home , f or t h i s body of peo ple 

that the government never has do na t ed t his body of people any 

thing and we are Tax paye r s in t his I nd i an Terr i tory , and we do 

not receive any benefit for our Taxe s and we do a s k t he gov er -

ment to assist us by givi ng us a qu arter s ection of l and to t he 

church of god colored p eo ple to bu j_ l d, a school house business 

colledge and ophan home. 

Address A . 1. Brant ··ord Jr. 
Box 1055 
Chickasha, Ind . Ter. 

ign 
To it : 

Am . Br ant fo rd 
l f '(a lters 

H. H. 1
1 illiam 

R •• Jordan 
Henry Clay 
Jas . illi ams 
J . . Di tum 
am . Br antfor d J r . 

(Endcrsed} Union gency # 15513 Received Oct. l, 1906 . Office 
of u.s . Indian Inspector f or Indian Terr itory . ·; ashington , .c. 
Sept. 29, 1906. Secretary . efers for a ppro action pe ti t ion 
from .a • • 1. Brantford , Jr ., and others f or the setting aside of 
a tract of land for certain color ed school , etc . Chickasha, I . T. 
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D E P " R m .; J T F TH ' I N 'r ...!. R I 0 R. 

IT rn 0TilT s I 'ID I SERVIC I . 

OFFIC OF SUP E F SCHOOL I N INDI ~ TERRIT RY • 

. JJs Ko GE I • nm. T • , No v • 1 o , 1 go 6 0 

Hon . J . Geor ge · ri gh t , 

u.s . Indian Inspector , 

Juskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

I have the honor to a cknowledge recei pt of your letter 

of T\ o ve ber 5 , 1906 , wherei n ou enclose a copy of a let ter f rom 

t l e Honorabl e Secretary to you , dated cto ber 24th , in whi ch the 

Honorab le Secretar y de cide s that it is not prac icable to pay 

the boar d of a ll Chickasa c ·karen as heretofore o 

The onorab l e ' e creta ry g ives t he f o l lowi ng as one of 

h is ins tructi n s , vi z : 

"In view of t he Indi an ff i ce suggestion , you are re ­

quested t o dir ect the uperin t endent to t ak e such steps as will 

prevent di scrimi nat i on aga i nst f ull b l oods , and to devi e some 

pl n of promo tion f ro m the day schools to the boarding chools . " 

In rep ly th e r eto I wil l say t ha t ~e have a l ~ays endeav­

ored t o pr even t di s cr i mi na t ion against f ull l oods , and 1i'e h ve 

al ve. ys endeavored to carry out a plan of pro ot ion from the 

day schools t o bhe board i ng s chools . I have found , hote ver , that· 

t he p l a n of promoting f rom t he day s chools to the b oardi ng s chools 

has a tendency to di s cr i minate ag i st full bl oods , for the rea­

son that ma ny of t he f ull bloo s do not 't tend the day choo l s 

long enough to r epa re theiJlse lv e s for this promot i on . 

~ga21 
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In the Choctaw and Ch ickasaw rat i ons we ha ve had a 

ruli 1g which provi de s that t he pup il s en teri ng mus t be at 

l eas t prepared t o do fo ur t h gr ade r k . In order , howe ver , to 

a void an y a ppearance of d i s cr i mina t ion agains t full bl oods , we 

have in s e instan ces admit t e d f ull blood ch ildren t o the board-

i ng schools ~ho were not prepared f or t he fourth gr a de . I sha ll 

endeavor t o c arry ou t t he i ns t ruct i ons of the Honorab le 3ecr e-

tary to t he best of my ab ili ty 

Yours respe ctful ly 

John • ~ enedic t . 
UPERINT NDE TT. 

(Endorsed} Union A ·ency # 59821 eceived Nov. 12 , 1~06 . ff i ce 
of u.s . Indian Insp~ctor for Indian Terr i tory . ,,;uskogee , 
Indian Territory, ~ ov . 10, l 06 . John • B e n~ di c t , upt . of 
Schools in Indi an Terr i tor y . ela t i ve t o manner of s ele c t i ng 
pupil s for boarding schools . 
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AG 

'ire Insuran ce Company of :re ~ York , 
315 Dear born St . Chicago 

J • T • · · heeler , 
Resident ... gen t , 

IYNNE,::o D, I ND . T 'R . 

N'.II' • , r i gh t , 

I .s . Bl a ckvlel der: 
]. anager 

Spe ctor- Ind . Agt . 

us kogee ,I . T. 

Dear ir : 

u' . L . Steele , 
~ sst . ·1anager . 

June 3 , 1899 . 

e are going to build an l!Jast and . 'est Telephone Line , t h is 

place to :lmore and as t to orf . ould like to make arrange -

ments to get the poles off from the Gov . land . auld we make t hat 

arrangement? If so , li hat would be the royalt y (t he poles to be 

20 ft . l ohg) on same . This line ·vill be a great benefit to t e 

Territory and people of same . :e are ·not wanting the poles fo r 

speculation but for the line and wi ll not damage any other Ti mber . 

The line wi ll be ab out 40 miles long and Ne 'fi 11 want to use 

about 28 to 30 to t he mile , to ge t all of them fro m the land 

whi ch is al l otted , would re quire us to have some long d istance s . 

As I am writing you , t he citi zen s of t his place , wi sh me to 

a sk you what arrangements can be made i n reg rd to opening an 

East and ·1est vragon ro ad on t he bection Line (Gov. 3urvey }. This 

would shorten same very much , for instance , way the road now 

r uns , Jynnewood to of-P, i s 30 miles , hi le on t he section line , 

would be only 19 1/2 miles . The people are willing to build 

gate s where ne cessary and br idge s and i mprove the road so a s 

to make same a 1st class thoroughfare . 

Please let us hear from ou as soon a s convenient in 

1205 
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regard to the poles and g r eatly obl i ge . 

ery r e spectf ully yours , 

. T . chmid 

(Endorse d ) Union Agen cy o .l205 
U. S .Indian Inspector for Indi a n 
June 3 1 1899 •• T . c~ido---- !ants 
roadway.----

anager--· ynnewoo d Tele phone Co . 

e ceived J un . 5 , 1899 Off ice of 
err i t ory . ,:ynnewo od , I . T . , 
t o cut tel ep hon e p oles nd c hange 
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PIOl R TEL P 1:0r ND T"'~' I GRAPH co 11? "iY 

E. D. Nins , President 
Jno .~" • oble , Vice - Pres . and Gen'l Mgr . 
~ .~ . cstervelt , e c ' y and Tre s . 

rthur ' horton , uditor 
Henry .l . sp , General doli ci tor 

12089-

Oklahoma City , Oklahoma 
Nove mber 18 , 1905 . 

Hon . J . Geo • · right , U • • Indian gent , 

1 uskogee , Indian erri tory . 

My dear ir : 

I nclosed plea se find an affidavit of c ompl eti on of a 

sec t i on of telephone line c onstruc te d under pe it gr anted by t he 

"ecretary of the Interior to the i ssouri and a nsas Tele phone 

Company , wh ich line exten ds f rom point nea r urc e ll , Chickasa 

Nati on , Indian Territory , south erly along the Gulf , Colorado & 

Santa Fe Rai lr oad to Davis , Chickas aw rati on , I ndian Territory , 

thence e a sterly to a point ne ar ~ cull in , Chickas aw a tion , I ndian 

Territory , a dist nee of about forty (40) miles . 

This prope rty was r e cen tly purc hase d from t be issouri and 

Kansas elephone Company by t h is Company , and my informa tion was 

that the affidavit of complet ion had never been filed . 

ill ou k indly advi se me the amount of taxes due on this 

line and same will be promptly remitted . 

Your s truly , 

. D. Nims . 
EDN- RAR Pr e sident . 
(Endorsed} Union Agency o . 51442 Received Nov . 2l , l905 Office of 
U. S. Ind . Insp . for I . T. Oklahoma City , Ok .,Nov . l8 , 1905 Pioneer Tele­
phone & Telegraph Co . by ' . D. Nims , Pres . ----Enclos e s affidavit of 
completion of a section of telephone line whic extends from a 
~o~~!t~~~~ ~¥r~1}-~i~ 5~a~~' 8~;_n~e loa~~etlt;s-ta_o t~~Jrftt 0fle cullin , 

due on same.--- -
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J . G. Jright , nsp e ctor , 

uskogee , I . • 

Dear Si r :--

G R 

ka l ahoma City , k l aho a 
ebruary 28 , 1906 . 

12 8 - B 

c • 

In r egard to the telephone line between ·ulphur and 

cullin i n the Chickasa ation I would sta te tha t the Arkansas 

alley el ephore o !·~pany ori gi nall y f il ed a mpp of a proposed 

line between these po i nts fo llo; i ng the range line . · The kans as 

Valley elephone Company subsequent l y fi l ed a map follo ~~ ing the 

ri ght o f ilay of the f r i s co a ilroad . 

Th e Long is tance Telephone o pan.y .under the grant to 

the Arkans a s Valley Te l ephone Company built an oak pole line 

a l ong the risco Rai lroad . Later t he ~· is so uri &.. ansas Te l epho e 

Company built a ne li e a l ong t he range line bet een t hese points . 

On t he co _p letion of the rissouri ansas line and the 

acquiring of this pro pe rty b y the P ioneer Te lephone & Tel egraph 

Company the oak pole line rvas abandon d . The line was in opera-

tion , as ne ar as I can recollect , a bout one ear . 

Respec tfully , 

J ames i . Noble . 
ngineer . 

(Endorsed) Union genc y # 53988 Recffived ~ arch 1 , 1 06 . f ice 
of u.s . Ind i an Inspector for Indian Ter r i tory . klaho na Ci ty , 
Okla . •eb . 28 , 1906 . J as . F . oble , 'ngineer , ioneer r,;_'el • .e nd 
Te l' g Co. In re t l ephone (Si c ) line f r om Sulphur t o ~~ cull i n I T 

' . . 
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E . D. Ni ms , Presi dent . 
Jno •• Noble , Vice Pres. & Gen l 1~r . 
E .~ . , , cs tervel t , ecy & Trees . · 
Arthur lhorton , Audi tor 

Insurance and Taxes : 
U lburn 

Henry . Asp , General Solie i tor . 

Oklahoma City , Okl ~oma 
July 5 , 1906 . 

Honorable J . Geor ge right , Indian Inspector , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Dear S ir :-

Your letter of June 25 t h , subject ttTelephone umber 14" , ad­

dressed to th3 rr ishomingo Interna t i onal Telep hone Company has 

been for mr ded to me . This Company is now in c ontrol of t he 

Tis omingo International Telephone Company pr operty . In reply 

to your query relative to ilburn e xchange , beg to advi se that this 

exchange was built by t h e Tishoming o Inte rnational Telephone 

Company and was put into operation on December 24th , 1905 . 

In t aking the matter up further , please address your com-

munications to me . 

OND- IM 

Yo ur s truly , 

Jno . M. Noble 

General anage r . 

( ~ndorsed) Union Agency No . 56997 Receive d Jul . 6 , 1 906 Office of .s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Ok la bo City, Okla., July 
5,1906. IONE R TEL H NE & T L G H C .----Giving cert . inf . 
in reg. to the Gilburn exchange .----
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k lahoma Ci ty , Okla ., 
ovember 2 , 1906 . 

Hon . J . Geo . ~ right , Ind i an Inspector , 

tuskege e , • T . 

De ar ' i r : 

12089- D 

In your letter of '"'eptember 11th , rel ative to the ap-

proved r i ght- of- 1ay betwe en da a~d ' urcell , you reco Jend that 

.e send an agent from this co pany along t :.is right - of - ay , to 

procure from a l lottees permission to cons truct our line through 

their land; you also make a suggestion that i t ould be a wis e 

plan to have a representati ve of your off ice a cco pany our agent . 

ie would thank you to n a e a date when o ur agent c ould meet \ i th 

yours m1d t ake up the at ter referred t o , so that when ' e are 

ready to build t his line we s hall have ma de all the necessary 

arrange ments to go ahead with out meeting any opposition. 

If you can g i ve us the services of t_e one of your repre ­

aentatives for a day or t wo , a nd will name the day in a dv ce , 

\lpon whi ch he can start out upon this ma tter , we shall gr e tly 

appre ciat e it . 

Yo~rs very truly , 

J . R. Spirlman 
So licitor . 

(Endorsed) UnionAgency # 59691 Received lov . 
u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . 

, 1906 . Off ice of 

kl ahoma City , kla . 



~20 

- 2-

Endcrsement con ' c) Union Agency 1 59692 Recei ved Jov. 3 , 1906 
Pioneer Tel . & Tel. Co . e l . t o se c ur i ng ri ght of ay b e t ween 
Purcell & Ada f or telephone line . 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washi~ton, 

Mr.J.Geor~e Wri~ht, 

U.S.Indian Inspector 
for the Indian Terri tory , 

Musco~ee, In . Ter. 

Sir; 

arch 18th, 1899. 

Herewith you will find i nclose a letter from ~ . A. Bat­

mea, Secretary, of the Midlan Gin Company, iilani , Chickasa 

Nation, I.T., in which he states that it is reported "to us (sai 

company) that the people of the Chickasaw Nati on are prohibite 

from ~etti~ timber on rn•ian Lan s. .bat e want is , that 

have bo~ht a. very cos tlr system or machinery tor ~inni~ pur­

poses, and we want the r1 ~ht to ~et timber to bull the house . " 

He also states that "it would am~e us at least 500 to be e­

privei of the ri~ht to use the timber . We on't esirl to specu­

late on the timber, .rut to use it for the benefit of t he In ian 

country." He also asks that sai company be a vise of the 

8Dlount of timber they ms.y be all owe to use an of the roya lty 

to be paii thereon. 

On the 1st instant the Department advis e . Johnson 

Keel, At Oconee, I.T., relative to the cuttiD! or oak timber 

for local improvements, such as builii~ :fences. houses on his 

fe.rJl, ani also .his nei~hbor' s farms, "that under the proper con­

struction at saii a~eement (section 29 or Act of June 28 , 1898), 

56 
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members or the Choctaw ani Chickasaw tribes are permitte to cut 

or use from their own claims sufficient timber to make necessary 

improvements thereon. The inhibition in said ~ree:n:ent an the 

rules and re~ulations of the Depar"bnent thereunder is a~ainst 

the cuttin~ or timber for sale ." 

You Will accor in~ly investi~ate as to tbe necessity 

for sai improvements, the use of the timber therefor , an the 

Bllount required to mak the same , ana report your fin in~s to the 

Department at your earliest convenienc • 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
65o-l8g9. 

1 Inclosure. 

Throu~h the Commissioner 

Respectfully, 

ot Intian Affairs. 

Thos . Ryan 

cti~ Secretary. 

(En«orsei) Union Al;ency Number 56,. Receivei March 24,1899 . Office 
or u.s.Iniian Inspector for Iniian Terri.tory. V ashin~ton ar 18,1899. 
Secretary. Letter from i lani Gin Co, about ~ettin! ooi for 
inTesti~ation ani report. 



Mr. s . J . Po ell, 

Browns ville , I . T . 

Dear Sir :-

23 

Union Agency , 

Mus c oge e , I . T . , 

83lz - B 

a r ch 2 2nd , 1899 . 

Yours received. At this time there is no arra eme nt made 

by which you c an s a cot tonwood timber or lumb er and sell t he 

same to tm citizens of the Chicka s a Nation for profit or specu­

lation, and there is no one authorized, as I understand it , to 

receive royalty on same. At least I am not aut hor i zed t o r e ce ive 

it and therefore cannot grant you permission to cut t he s ame . 

Approved; 

J .Geo. right, 

U. s .Indi an Inspector . 

Very r e spectfully , 

. M. is dom , 

u. s .Indian gent . 

(Endorsed) (Union Agency Press Book no. 1-le tter 329 . Muskogee . k l ahoma. 



DEPA T 1ENT OF Trlli I NTE IOH 

w~ h iNGT N 

J. Geor e ri ht 
U. S. In ian Ins ector 

for Indian Te rri ory 
uscogee , Indi n Territory . 

Sir: 

8349-.G 
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A r.h 5, 1899 

a in r e ei of yo r .communi ati n of the 7th instant, 

ne osin (' 0 o a l ette wr i ten by ou to s . B. BrA ord, 

U. S. Commiss one or t h Southern D' str ict of the In ian 

Territor , at Ardmor , I~dian Terr tor , in a t the 

prosecut on of ers ons ui t y of unla~ ully utting and d spos -

ing of t mber standing on the lands of t e Chickasaw tribe of 

In ians . 

It npe rs that y our d letter was wri t ten in re ply o 

one received from Mr. B Rd ord on the first in tant, v n ~n 

aC'co nt of his rocee d in s n he cases of sons that were 

brou ht be or h m char es with vio at ' on o the t m e r aws 

in t t e T rrit ory , in c h he hal " ha t an ind n who had i n 

go od f q th t aken his a lotment roul se 

ment without viola ing t e aw ." 

In re pl y you state: 

wood f r om his allot -

"I think our r u DP is rre t, but to 

further aid you in the mat t , I desi o invi e our ten-

tion to t he pol c of the Department s set fort h on a e 

of the inclosed rules nd re ulati ons n re r d o the u tin 

and disposing of timeer from th ands of t he Indi ns, nd 
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espec1 ally from t he allotme nt s of nd iv ~ual c zens . 

2 
10 

I t is 

not he int enti on to pros e r u t e or De secute any ~ it zen fo f • 

sell·ng woo i n t he lo~ al markets for the ur se o rocur 

the nec essarie s of 1 f e f o h ms elf nd f amily whe e the same 

is c l ear ed o f of his pr spective l ot ent t ken in ood 

f a i t h, nor f r cutt n t e t ' mb er stan n u n h s f rm f o 

the pur pose of m rov i ng · t · but i t i s o ros e ute 

vig or ous ly a 1 er s ns who en q~e n he ' mb er b ' nes s as 

bus ness ·or o ~ u at n for s ecu l t on or r o t where t he 

pror.ure the timb er or such ope tions f r om t e ~a d of t he 

~ive Ci v i l i zed Tr bes ." 

In y our said le ter f -arch 7th ou st ~ ha t he co
4

y 

our l e t t er o 1r . Br 0 i s submit t ~ t o t he De ar ment f or 

its " i nformation and c nside on 9.nd a _. pr ov 1 . " 

I n for ward ng your said letter nd i nc os 1 e he Commiss oner 

stat es t hat the s am " a pear s to pro er y s t t e he osit :on 

of e Den r t ent a d his ff ir e on thi s ue s ' on , " a d he 

r e r mmends tha you be v sed t hat your " r on in t he rem-

ises is pproved , t he a prov to be un ersto o o a ly to 

the an uage use d in ( o ) ett r ." 

The r ul ng r e l at ve t o t t e r tt i n f t mb er s a ed b t he 

C mmiss i one and by yo i s substanti a l y t he s ame a s on t ained 

in Depar mental l e tt er of a r ch 15 t o y ou , wherein t he de t ­

ment informe d you of the adv ce g ven r . ohns on Kee at 

Oconee, Indian Territ or y , r elative t o t he cutting of oak ber 

for local improvements, such as buildin~ s of f en , s, ho se s 

on his fa r m, and a ls hi s ne i ghb ors ' f ar ms , an st a ting t o him, 

"That under t he ro er r.onstrurti on s d e r eement ( sec ti on 
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29 of the A,. f June 28 , 1898 ), members f t he Cho ctaw and 

Chickasaw tribes are e rnit t e 0 (' or us f rom t heir own 

clRims sufficient t mbe r s make necessary im r ovements 

thereon." 

The inhibition i n s i d a re ernent and he rules and r egula­

tions of the Dep r tment th r e nde , a e a ainst the cut t i n 

of timb er fo r s le , a yo ere dir e r te to invest gate a s 

to the nece ss i t y or t e m rovements esired by t he id and 

Gin Co . , M . d , C r kasaw ati on t he se of the timber 

thereof , and th a mount re q i ed to make t he s me . 

The Depar tment i s n o unm i ndful of t he fa t that s i d 

Commiss oner s a n off i ce a pp oimted by he U. S . Court , and 

of cou s e , subj ect o its ant ral, and t h t wh le r imar ily 

he duty of pros ecu t ing of f en ers a ainst the law is imposed 

u pon the off i cers of the Dep rtment of Justire , yet it is esi ­

rable ha al l the ffi ,. ers of the Gave nment n th Ind "an 

Terri t ory roo pe ate with ac t _e _n e vigor ous e~orce -

ment of the aws . 

Tho . an Ar i n0 Secretary 

Ind . Ter. Div . 746 - 189 9 
Throu h Comrni s s oner of I nd ian A f rs 

Endorsement : ~as h ington March 5 , 1899 . Secr et y . e lative 
to prose~ution of unla fu timb er r utt ers i n he Ch i kasaw 
na on. 

Copy GBD 3 / 2 7/ 4 
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Union Agency, 

Mus c cg e e , I • T • , 

Mr. Fred f . Nolker, Secy ., 

Gi~sonite Ro of i ng & Paving Co ., 

· ainwright Buildi ng , 

S t. Louis , Mo . 

Dear Sir:-

pril 7th , 1899 . 

Yours received in w.hich you e nclose a letter directed to 

you from J. Ramp filli s , who c laims to be timber agent for the 

Chickasaw Nation, in wh ich m demands r oyaltie s at the rate of' 

20¢ per cord on wood, etc. 

It is a fact, that the Choc taw gpvernment i s entitled to 

tl::tt-ee-fourths or all royalties co llected by t he Chickasaws , and 

the other fourth is due the Chickasaw Nation , but in any event , 

whoever collects the sana, wh'ethe r it be a collector for the Choc­

taw Nation or whethe r it be t he collector for t he Chickasaw Na-

tion, the amount of three-fourths royalty collected, is to be 

paid to the Choctaws. 

In order to simplify rm tters , I think i t woo. l d be proper 

for you to pay all royalties due both nations , direct to J. Ramp 

Very respectfully, 

D. M. 1i sdom. 
Approved; 

J o Geo. lright, 
U. S . Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency, Muskogea,Oklahama. Press Book No.2-
Letter 16. 



Hon. Sec. of the Interior. 

tashington, D. c. 

Dear Sir: 

28 355- L. 

RD.MORE , I.T. Nov . 21s t, 1899 

I desire to call your attention to the enclosed instruc­

tions from your department in relation to timber cut t i ng in t he 

Chickasaw l ation and the purposes f or which permission is granted , 

that is for "steam gins in a cotton growing country " , and o ther 

like purposes for which you represent that nroyal ties shall be 

paid to the Nation for the benefit of all the people". I have 

commission from Governor McCurtain of the Choctaw Nation to 

collect the Choctaws ~ or all royalties accruing in the Chick-

asaw Nation from such as mentioned in your instructions herein , and 

on application to collect said ro yalty , said gins ha ve posi t i ve ly 

refused to pay for any such timber cut from t he domains or in 

pastures or comply in any manner with the provisions of t he in­

structions relative. I desire t hat you give me t t e necessary in­

formation as to the enforcement of your instnuctions and how to 

proceed. 

Very truly yours. 

I. N. Folsom 

~1 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

WASHINGTON. 
November 29 , 18 9 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for t he Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee, Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

Enclosed herewith for your consideration and appropri ate 

action is a communication from Dr . I . w. Folsom , ''Choctaw Collec­

tor for Chickasaw Nation," dated the 21st insta nt , in which he 

states that certa in "gins have positively refused to pay" royalty 

on timber " cut from the domain or in pastures or comply in any 

manner with the provisions" of the Department ' s instructions re -

la ti ve there to. You will also find herewith a printed copy of 

said instructions enclosed by Dr . Folsom. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
3439-1899. 
2 enclosures. 

(Endorsed) union Agency # 431, 
u. s. Indian Inspector for I.T. 
Secretary. Refers letter of I. 
timber royalties. 

Respectfully , 

Webster Dav±s 

received De o.s, 1899. Office of 
~ ashington, Nov . 29 , 1899. 

w. Folsom about collection of 
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Fort Smith , rkansas , ovember 2 , 1895 . 

To the Town- Site ssocia tion , 

Ardmore , Indian Terr itory . 

Gentlemen: 

The Commission notices in the paper t he proceedings 

of your recent meeting upon the sub ject of townsite legisla­

t i on . They are en tire ly in accord with the obj ects of your 

meeting and commend very much the measur e s ~hich you have 

adopted towards presenting to Congr ess the neces s ity of 

legislation upon that subjeet . 

I am requested by the Co is s ion to ask you , if 

you can , to furnish them with the information embra ced in 

the resolutions adop ted at your r ecent me eting, how many 

towns there are in the Chickasaw Na ti on whi~h need such a 

law , what is the population of each , the business character 

of that population and its products . 

So far as you have informa t i on in your possession 

upon these points it would be a grea t f avor t o the Commission 

if you would furnish it to them , at near l y date . 

Truly yours , 

Henry L . Dawes 

Chairmrum . 

Copy o~ Letter Press Copy , signed , in off ice of upt . of ive 
Civilized Tribes , uskogee . Copied by L 5/2/34 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

~ra.shington. 

United St a tes Indian Inspector 

For the Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

J"uly 21 , 1899 . 

On the 5th instant there w s refer r ed to you , for consi era ­

tion, a letter in regard t o incorporated towns in the Indian 

Territor y , not signed, but presumed to be from Cyrus G. Kean , 

of ynnewood, I. T., as it bears his letter head , in which ref ­

erence was made to t hat portion of section 14 of the Act of June 

28, 1898, (30 Stat . ,495), which reads : 

wAnd the councils of such cities and towns , for t he support 
or the same and f or school and other public purposes , ma y provid e 
by ordinance for the assessment, levy, and collection annually 
of a tax upon such property, not to exceed in the aggregate two 
per centum of the assessed value thereof , in manner provided in 
chapter one hundred and t wenty-nine of said dt gest , entitled 
'Revenue,' and for such purposes may al so impo se a. tax upon occu­
pations a. nd privileges . " 

Said chapter of Mansf ield' s Di gest provides that all levy 

and collection of ~axes in cities a nd towns sh 11 be b sed upon 

the appraisement of the count y assessor, a nd the s ame shall be 

collected "in the same manner and by the same person t hat count 

taxes are collected . " 

Mr . Kean St ates: 

"This Chapter provides that the County assessor make as ess ­
ments before the 1st Monday in February ; that his books be turned 
over to the county clerk by June the firs t; th t the count clerk 
make out and deliver to the counth collector, hi s books b Novem­
ber the fir st; * ** In our case t ere are no count y officers 
and therefore none of this is app licable to us unle ss it be the 
dates given above . Our electi vn occurs in April and i f these 

2'1i 
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dates are followed we have an assessor whose duties do not be in 
until about two months before another election , " 

and he asks: 

"Has the town council the legal right to make the time for 
assessing the taxes, such a time as is most expedient to their 
needs or ' such a time as the y see fit to fix for said assessments 
without regard to the dates as are applicable in the sta te of 
Arkansas. or has the council the legal right to have such 
assessment made at any t ime previous to the time of collection 
(November) as provided in this chapter . " 

You report July 12, 1899, throu h the Commissi ner of Indian 

Affairs , that in your opinion "the word 'town ' should be substi-

tuted in place of the word 'county' as it appears in chapter 129 

of Mansfield's Di est, so tha t the town officers will be: Town 

Assessor , Town Clerk, Town Collector and Town Trea surer;" th t 

you consider that the assessor should 

"begin makin his assessments in the first p rt of January 
following his election in ·the previous Apr~l; th t he sh 11 ve 
all assessments made and books t urned over t o the To n Clerk by 
the first Monday in June following ; that the Town Clerk s 11 
turn them over to the Town Collector by the f irst onday in 
November following , and that official shall, as soon therea f ter 
as practicable, begin the collection of the taxes thus levied 
and continue such collections until the lOt h of the follo in 
~ebruary at which date the taxes unpa id become delinquent . 

I know of no authority for any town council to chan e the 
time for making such assessments as provided in s aid chapter 129 . " 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs states that he agrees 

with you as to the designation of officials charged ith the 

assessment, becsu e the 1 w in said Digest is only extended over 

the Indian Territory so r l" as may be applicable; that the ~ord , 

~county~, should read "town" as though it were in the l aw it self; 

that -
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"! am of the opinion th~t it is not ithin the power of th 
town council to ch~nge the time, whi ch appears to be so much a 
pe.rt of the statute a s to be a pa rt of the manner of the assess­
ment, levy and collection of taxes, l a Qd down in Chapter 1 29 of 
the Digest." · 

The Department concurs with you in regard to thi s matt er, 

e.nd bas furnished Mr . Kean with a copy of this communication . 

A copy of the letter of the Commissioner of Indian Affa irs 

is enclosed. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1870,2042-1899. 
i enclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

Acting Secretary. 

(Enforced) Union Agency No . 279 . Rece ived Jul . 27 , 1899 . Office 
of u.s. Indian i nspector for Indian Territor y . 7e.shington , J uly 
21, 1899. Secrete.ry---Relative. t o assessment of te.xes, etc . in 
incorporated towns. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washington. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

July 5, 1899 

Enclosed is a letter of June 30 , 1899 , from Mr . Cyrus G. 

Kean, Wynnewood, I.T., in regard to the collection or a 

tax provided by section 14 of the Act of June 28 , 1898, 

(30 Stat .,495) , for your early consideration and report. 

Ind.Ter. Div . 
1870-99. 
1 enclosure. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcook . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.251 1/2 Received Jul.9, 1899 
Office of u.s.Indian Inspector far Indian Terri tory. 
Washington, July 5, 1899. Secretary.----Refers letter of 
Cyrus G.Kean, relative to town council assessing tax.----



N T 0 ~ T H E I 
'I SHI lGTO • 

12100-A 

T E R I 0 R. 

December 11 , 1899 . 

United States Ind i an Inspector 

for t he Indian Terr itor y , 

~scogee , Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

You will find enclosed herewith several protests aga inst 

the limits of the townsite of South .c lester as established by 

the United States court for .the Chickasaw Nation , fi led by res­

lie B. Cole et al . Sa id protest s are referred to ... you f or con­

sideration in connection with the report which you ha ve here tofore 

been directed t o make concerning the limits of s aid townsite . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
3585-1899 . 
1 enclosure . 

Re spectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

cting Se cretary . 

(Endorsed) Union ; gency 1 458 , received De c. 18 , 1899 , office of 
u. s . Indian Inspector for I . T. ' ashington , De c . ll , 1899~ Sec­
retary. Refers protests about l imits of towns i te of South ·c lester . 
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CITIZEN C N BU ilD TOWN/ 

JUDGE TO ·:INS •ND RULES TH.nT N INDI N CAN PLAT HI S LAND . 
(Copy of news pape r clipping from t he Ardmorite) 

(Furnished by United States Attorney) . 
------OoO------ -

12 00-B 

The f ollowi ng i s the full text of Judge Townsend's decis­

ion in r efusing an injunction to restrain the building the town of 

~.ad ill t wo miles from Oakland : 

IN THE UNITED ST TES COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF THE ItiD I N 
TERRITORY , T ARDMORE . 

THE UNITED ST TES 
vs. PINION BY . JUDGE T01iNSE ID {orally) . 

I. 0. LEWIS, ET L. 

Of course we all understand that the conditions exis ting 

here are very anomalous ; that is, with reference to t itles and 

the ac~uisition of titles, the rights of possession and all that 

sort of thing. It is my opinion that the object a~d purpos e of the 

Atoke agreement and Curtis Act is to provide a means for the wind­

ing up of the affairs of the Indian governments and Indian tribes . 

In other WJrds, they are in process of liquidation , as I under -
/ 

stand it, and the object and pur.pose is to- take the title ou t of 

these tribes and to put t he titles into the different individual 

members of the tribe and then to allow these members in cer tain 

years to sell and pass a fee simple title . 11 of the l and is to 

be divided up equally, pro rata, according t o its value , excep t 

the townsites tha t were existing a t t he passage of the ~ ct . I 

think that it made cle a r in its stat ement with reference to the 

Townsite Commissioners, and wha t power they had and what they can 

do and what towns they are to operate· upon , and then the oil and 

the asphalt and the coal, perhaps, was reserved to be leased by 

the Government and the royalty to be paid to the uni t ed States, 

tor the use and benefit of the xribe. Very well. t the same 
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time, they allow, as they have prior to the pass age of these laws , 

the individual Indian to have the right of possession to certain 

property, and now he is supposed to be confined to what his appro ­

ximate share of his allotment is until the allotment is actual ly 

made and takes place . 

fell now, here is an individual Indian, in possession of 

his allotment under the law , in possession of it , that is , he is 

in possession of such an amount of agr icul t ural and grazing lands 

as would be an approximate share coming to himself and h is wife and 

his children. 

Now, when he is in possession of tha t , wha t can he do ith 

it? lie has the use of it , and entitled to receive the rents there ­

of. That contemplates certainly his renting that property . Now, 

is t h ere any limitation as to how he shall rent it? hether he shall 

rent it in lots or blocks or in ten, fifty or a hundred acre tracts . 

Is there any limitation on h i s authorit r? I dontknow any . If he 

has the right to rent it, wh y cant he rent if for any purpose that 

is not a viol a tion of t he law; that is, that dont c ntravene t he laws 

for which the renting of p rope rty is prohibited? He i s g iven that 

express ri ght to rent that prope rty, and now what do you gentlemen 

ask me to do? You come in here and say that you a sk me to stop him 

by injunction f rom doing th at thing vhich under the law he is given­

the right to do . Isn 't that exactly what you are asking? If he 

has the right to reBt the property , wh y should he be enjoined by 

any court from doing it? I can't understand why. Is there any 

prohibition against his laying it out into streets and alleys and 

blocks and lots? 

Mr. Be~bert--That is exactly our theory. 

4-49 
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The Court-- /ell , wher e is the p ro hi bi tion? 

Mr . Herbert-- '/ell , we dont construe the ct al i ke . 

The Court--I Don 't know of any prohibition. If there is , under 

the intercourse cts, possibly he can be sued and the penalty re ­

covered. If he can e and if the intercourse acts are in force 

and he violates them by renting and receiving the rents and marking , 

etc., why then the law furnishes a means to reach him f or doing some~ 

thing he ought not to do . But is that any ground for enjoining? 

Isn't a ll this matter about injunction purely and simply imaginary? 

You simply talk about towns being built up and about what may hap­

pen in the event certain things happen-- I am to sit here and en-

join because the Government , in a certain contingency , depending 

upon same other contingency all of which may never exis t in the 

world, may have to bring so me suits to recover poss es sion of this 

land. ' ho eve r heard of a court of equity oeing asked t o do any­

thing of that sort? 

Mr . Herbert--This is an ejectment suit , and pending the suit we 

ask an injunction from them incumbering the property. 

The Court--But who is incumbering it? The man who had a righ t to 

do it. From t h e view I look at it gentle en you are not entitled 

to any injunction. I may be wrong, but that is the way I loo~ a t 

it. I am perfectly willing to refuse the injunction and dismiss 

the bill and let you appeal and go to the upper couet and see if 

you can get another injunction there or take any other course you 

see fit. 

Mr . Herbert--There ain't but one statute where there is any contro­

versy at all; that is section sixteen, and if his honor ould ex­

pressly ho d in his findings and conclusions of law that section 

sixteen doesn't prohibit the leasing of a man's property- subdividing 
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it and leasing it, for any purpose- why , th at is t he only question 

we have in this case. ;/e contend that he c an rent it but for agri ­

cultural and grazing purposes only, pendi ng allo t ment . 

The Court--I most empha tically hold t ha t t here is no such limita -

tion as to the renting; that is , in my j udgment . 

Mr . Her bert--That is the only que stion we ould present t o t he 

higher court • 
• '.' * ' * *' *' • ' *' * ' * ' *' ¥ t 'It ' *' "' ' *' *' *' *. 'It ' *' * ' *' 'It ' :, ' ' ' * ' ~ ' * ' * • *' ' * ' ~ 
Following also clipped from t he rdmorit e : 

LIKE THEIR ROSPE CTS . 

This orning • N. Taliaferr o of near Oakland called a t the 

"Ardmori te"office.- He is one of the J.i· omoters of t he new town of 

Madill near Oakland o 

He is very much elated over t he decisi on of Judge Towns end 

refusing t o restrain the m from booming and building t he new to n . 

He says that they will now proceed with their work and build a g ood 

town within a few miles of Oaklarui . They expect t o get t h e Fri sco 

railroad and a postoffice soon. O~land is nov the i r postoff i ce . 

llf' • * • * f *' * . * '* '* '* '* ' * ' *' * ' *. * ' * '* ' * ' * f * f * f * ' * ' *' *' ' * '* ' :>!< ' * ' * ' * ' * ' 
7/10/1900~ /F • 



FURMAN, HERIDRT and ~.lATHERS , 

LA ITER.::~ . 

Arumore , Ind . Ter ., July 10 , 1900 . 

Hon.J . Gee . · .. right , 

United ~ tates Indi an Inspector , 

Muscogee, I .T . 

Dear Sir: 

In~' No. 4190, United States et al vs . I . o. Le is et a l , 

r e cently pending on docket of the United tates Court a t t hi s place , 

in which copies of the p leadi ng , evidence , orders and final judg-

ment and oral opinion of the Court 1ere sent to ou by 

Johnson, United States At.torney , I beg to say ; 

• • B • 

First ;- The Choc taw and Chickasaw tribe s , the o ners of the 

l and, jo ined by the United States , sue defendants to oust them 

of the wrongful possession of certai n gr azi ng and ~gricultur 1 

l ands upon 1hich t.be defendants are endeavor i ng to build a to' 

called Madill , and pray for an injunction to restrain them in the 

commission of such trepasses hich are continuous in the ir nature . 

The answer filed to the comp l aint is in effect a pl ea in confession 

and avoidance, t:1.11d the de ci sion of the court presents this anoma-

lous state of affa i rs ; An i ndividual Chickasaw or Choctav has the 

right to occupy or rent out, pending al lotment , h is proportional 

part of the a gricultural and grazing l ands, but the c ourt holds 

(erroneously, I think) because he has a right t o r en t t.!be lands 

pending allotment, and because there is no e!Press inhibition as 

--press book no . 4-letter 79. 
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to the purposes for 1 hic h he may rent that he ma y rent them in 

"lots, blocks, in ten, fifty , or hundred acre tracts" (See oral 

opinion), "Is t here any limitat i on upon his authority , n the court 

says. 

In the r endition of this decision the cour t has (it seems t o 

me) ignored t he plan of llotroont as p rovided for by the Cur tis 

Bill and the Atoka agr eement. By the express terms of the Curtis 

Bill townsit es are e;pre ssly r eserved from a llotment and are made 

incapable of allotment . (See Sections 11 and 12 . See lso , 

Section 1, of Atoka Agreement .) 

Section 14 of the Curtis bi l l does not co nflict ith the 

trea ty (but by treaty is made the law) provides that a town ri th 

a population of two hundred, or more , may incorporate under ·fans­

field's Digest of the St a tute s of Arkansas . 

La nds wben ~llotted a re non- taxable , (See Se c . 25 of Treaty) , 

but when incorpor ated under se c t ion 14 , Curt is Bill , ci ted supra , 

they be come to -rm property and therefore inc ap ble of a llotmen t and 

subject to t axation. 

-ie contend t hat t .be town of Me di ll could be mapped , pla tted , 

laid off into blocks , lots , streets and al le ys and lots appraised 

and sold only by the Secre t ary of t he Int erior , as provi ded in 

the Indi a n Appropriation Bill of ~ay 31, 1900 (see p e 20 of said 

bill}. That this right vas e xclusive in t he oecre tary . 1e furt er 

contend t hat under section 2118 of the Revised St a tutes of the 

United States, t hat every person ho attempt ed to survey or se ttle 

upon such l ands as a violator· of the la and sub je ct t o the f orfe i­

ture of a penalty of ~?lOOO.OOo The Court of Appeals in the case 

or Maxey vs. ~/ri ght he ld the i ntercourse la TS lere in force in this 

--Press Book No. 4-letter 79. 
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territory, and th is doctrine t he cour t did not deny but announced 

the penalty mi ght be sued for and reco ve red of the wrongdoe r , 

overlooking,. a s i t seems to me , t ha t i n junc t i on is t he pr oper and 

only remedy to pr event a continuous trespass up on realty. :e 

think t he de ci s i on of the court is erroneous f or many r easons , 

among whic h ;-

First· 
' 

Be cause under t he l aw and t he treat y pendi ng allot-

men t t he i ndividual member of t he tribe has t he right t o occ upy 

and r ent out h i s pr oporti onal part of the gr az i ng and agricultura l 

l ands f or gr azi ng and agricultural purposes , Cilld any de via t ion 

fr an t his rule makes him, Cill d t he r ent er as well , a viola tor of 

the l aT and amenable to prose cution and c onvi ction . (See se c t i on 

16 Curtis Bill). 

Sec ond:- hen an I ndi an divides his l ands i n t o blocks , 

lots, st r eets , alleys , public parks , cemeterie s , public sc hool 

lots, etc., and sel ls or a t t em:p t s to se l l or r ent t he same out , 

as was do ne in t his case ,. he ips o f ac t o forfe i ts his c lai m to such 

lands a s hi s prospective a l l otment, bec aus e by h i s o m act , he 

renders it i mpossible of allo tment. 

Third :- He c annot allot t he t .own , \men built , be cau se t he 

l ands are t o be allotted acco rdi ng to value, and one to wn lot mi ght , 

and doubtles s woul d, amount i n value t o t he entire ~uantity of · 

gr azing and agricultur al l ands t o •h ic h he would be en titled as 

allottee. 

Fourth:- He c ould not a l l ot, be cau se , i f" a t own is built, 

incorpora ted, platted and appr a i s ed , a s per t reaty stipula tions, 

and the acts of Congr e ss, t he lots c annot be al lo t t ed, but must 

be sold, if vacant, to the hi ghes t bi dder, and if i mp r oved to the 

--Press book No. 4-Letter 79. 
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owner of the improvements . 

Fifth :- The evidence sho 'riS , and the answer almost a dmits 

it, tha t t his tovm. is being bu il t by individual Indians f or 

speculat ive pur pose s . 

I cannot see , honever , Tha t effect t he court ' s op inion would 

have upon t he right of t he Government from proce edi ng unde r s ec­

tion 2118 , Revi sed Statutes , and removing all pers ons from the 

1280 acre tract of· land Tho ha ve v iol ated sa i d section . The 

court of appeals held such law to be i n force , and the ques tion 

is not passed upon adverse l y by Judge Townsend . 

I may be over zeal ous in t h is mat t er , but I assure you I 

am sincere in my convictions and bel .ieve t he court , under t he 

eVidence, commi tted a most grievous error in denying t h e injunction 

pr ayed for by plaintiffs . I have thus far refr a i ned writ i ng you 

concerning t his ca se , be cause I appe ared as counsel for t he 

plaintiffs ORly through t he courtesy of' r • i . B. Johnson , United 

States Attorney, and Messrs . McKennon , Mansfield , Mci~ray and 

Cornish, at torneys for t he tribes , but after t a l king t he mat t er 

over t ith Mr . Johnson he concurred in t he opi nion I had best irite 

and give yo u my vie s of t he 1aw of t he case. 

(Signed) c. L. Herbert , 

For Furman , Herbert and £, athers . 

(Endoraed}Union Agency Press Book No. 4-letter 79.Mus kogee,Okl a . 



Ron . J . Geo . iri ght, 

Muscogee, I . T. 

Dear Sir: 

144 

Ardmore , Ind . Ter., J uly 13 , 1900 . 

I enclos e you copy of t he form of pretended leases a t \l!adill. 

It is in tact a sale cond itioned only on loca tion of depo t . The 

time of lea se is made to suit purchaser. The price is fixed 

ranging from $250 .00 to $750.00 for business lots . 

Please re ad the evidence I mailed you which lill f ully expl a in 

the whole situation. 

Very re spectfully, 

fm . B. Johnson , 

U. S . Attorney. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No. 4-letter 84. ruskogee , Okla. 
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DEP ART1 ~ ··::r F TITE I ;rr .,. RI OR , 

Office of U. s. Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indian Territory, 

Nuscogee , Ind. T., July 17 , 1900 . 

6213-6515-6598-1900. 

The Honorable, 

Sir: 

The Secre tary of the Interior . 

, aahington, D. c. 

In connection with my letter of the lOth instant in reference 

to the decision of Judge Tmnsend (of the Southern District , Indian 

Terri tory) regarding townsit es , I encl ose here 1ith a copy of a com­

munication from Mr. c. L. Herbert, of Ardmore , Indian Terr itor , 

on the subject , ~o, it seems , tippeared as counsel for pl · nt i ff 

in this case , through the courtesy of the United tate s Attorney , 

and to \~ich I respectfully invite attention. 

I also enclose copy of a lette r from United States Attorney 

·':. B. Johnson, dated the ~tll insta nt , stati ng that (in compliance 

with my reques t as directed i n Department te1e eram of the 19th 

instant ) the case vould be appealed but that a hear i ng couli not 

be had before October , and an op inion not rendered until Apr il, 

1901. He suggests that in too meantime parties buildi ng this torm 

can be removed fran the Terri tory, tJ.nd also suggests that the Dep art­

ment notify the r a ilroad comp tin y that they c an not bu ild t1 depot 

at any of these points, as he is satisfied the ra ilro d compctny 

would not do so if they kne. it as aga i ns t the 7ishes of the 

Department for them to build
6

depots whe re tovrns are being unlawfully 
- --- ress book no.4-letter 7 • 
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built. 

I also enclose a letter from the Unit e d Sta te s ttor ney date d 

the 1 3th instant enclosing copy of contract or le a se u sed . He also 

state s the transfers a re in f a ct s ale s , co nditi oned only on loc a tion 

of the r a ilroad depot , the tin:e o f J.e,ase made to suit t he pu re . a ser , 

and the p rices fixed rangirg fro m ::!; 250 . 00 to $750.00 for busin ess 

lot s . 

7"ith reference to t he suggestion o f t he Unit ed St a t es Attorney 

to have the parties removed , I am n ot i n cl i ned to r e commen d such 

a ction , especially for doing ··hc..t t he cou rt ho l ds t hey have a right 

to do . 

If it is proposed to establish a de pot or sta tion at t he pro­

posed town , I suggest t hat it mi ght be pr operly held tha t sta ti ons 

can only be established a t such p o i n ts a s a re s e t a p a rt by t .he 

Department a s provided for in t h e Act of Congr es s appr ove d ay 31 , 

1900,, in which event such tra ct s are not s ub j ect t o a llotme nt and 

there f ore could not be so l d or l eased by any respec t ive a llottee ; 

and , as I understand . that t he p l ats of "such stations as a r e or 

shall be established in conformity with l aw on t he li ne o f n ny 

r a ilroad which shall be constructe d or be in process of construc­

tion in or thro-ugh either of said nations prior to the allot men t 

of the l ands therein" are on file in the Dep artme nt ,. I sugge s t 

that the Commission to t he Five Civi lized Tribes be reques t e d 

by telegraph to recommend the setting aside of 160 acres for 

townsite purposes, and not subje c t to allotment , at auch sta tions 

as they deem advisable; and , to enable them to do this , that copies 

of the plats on file in t he Department shoving location of' stations 

authorized by law be furnis hed them, as the Acting Chairman informs 

--press book no.4-letter 71. 
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me the Commission have none , but as soon as r e ceived they could 

then proceed at once to submit their re comnendations before 

beginning allotment work . 

As other to wns are being built a t proposed stati ons , it is 

desirable t hat early a ction i n this mat ter be taken . 

This aul d pr event this speculation by citizens or otffirs , 

as they could not cla im same as part of their allotment , a rd a ny 

money received by them from such tracts J aul d be in viola t i on of 

section 16 of' the :Act of Congress appr oved J une 28 , 1898 {30 Stat ., 

495). 

In this conne ction I desire to ask if the c haracter of con­

tracts or le ase s above r ef erred t~ does not prope rly come unde r 

the provisions of section 2103 , United St ates Revised Statutes . 

I respectfully ask to be i nstructed in t he pr emi ses , sugge sting 

that the Five Tri bes Commissi on be advi sed a s above indica t ed , and 

also that I be dire cted to notify all i nt erested parties that 

ne w towns other ise established Ji l l not be recognized by the 

Department . 

Very respe ctfully, 

Your obedient s ervant , 

J . Geo . ·./ri ght , 

U •• Indi Inspector 

For Indian Terri tory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book o. 4-letter ?6. ruskogee , Okla . 



DEP ARTILENT OF T I ERI OR, 

Office of U. S . Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indi an Territory , 

1fuscogee , Ind . T. 

July 17 , 1900 . 
6884- 1900 . 

The Honorable , 

Sir : 

The Secre tary of t he Interior , 

1a shington , D. c. 

I have the honor to transmit · herewith a letter from ~ . John 

M. Vandervort., Pos tm.aster at Oakland , Chick saw ation , Indian 

Territory , herein he states : 

"The so- called to m of Madill are still boomi ng t he place , and 

are no w petitioning the P . o. Department for a postoffi ce . s 

the building of this place is· contrar y to la · , e 7ould r e spect­

fully ask your personal and of fici a l influence i th t he P . f . General 

to prohibit the loca ting of a postoffi ce at said so- called to wn 

of Madill . " 

This latter is enclosed for your informa tion and considera tion; 

and , i f necessary , t hat a ction be t aken , I respe ctf ully sugges t 

that the matter be brought to the attention of the Honor able 

Postmaster General. 

Very respectfully , 

Your obedient servant . 

J . Geo . , ri ght , 

U. S . Indian Inspector for I . T. 
--press book no . 4- letter 93 . 
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(In this connection I respectfully r efe r to other correspondence, 

relative to the town of Madill, of even date here Iith). 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No. 4-letter 93.Muskogee,Okla. 



Land. 
35,029-1900. 

The Honorable 

1 £::0 

Depar'Qnen t of the Interior, 

OFFIDE OF INDIAN AFFAIR , 

Washington , July 26 , 1900 . 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir : 

Enclosed, hereWith , is a report from Inspector right , 

dated July 17, 1900, with wh ic h is transmitted a communication , 

dated July 16, 1900 , from John 'f . Vandervort , Postmaster at 

Oakland, Chickasaw Nation, Indian Territory, relative to the 

establishment of the new town of Madill . Said c anmunicat ion is 

as follows: 

"The so -called town of Madi 11 are still booming the place 
and are now petitioning t he P . O. Dept . for a post office . As the 
building of t his pla ce is contrary to law we would respectfully 
ask your personal and official i~luence with t~ P . M. Genl . to 
prohibit tie locating of a Post Offi ce at said so- called tom 
of Madill" • 

In Inspector ri ght's report it is suggested that the 
matter he brought to the attention or the Pos~aster General . 

T~ attention of the Department is i nvited to office 

report of July 24, 1900, in which t h e su gge s ti on c ontained in 

Inspector right's report is covered. 

{G..A.W.} 
'P. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

.A.Jone s, 
Commissioner. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .959 Received Aug .3,1900 Office 
o-r U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washing ton, 
July 27, 1900, Secretary.----Not deemed expedient to request 
P.O.Dept. not to establish postoffice a t Madill~----



The Honorable 

DEP1iliTMENT OF THE I TERIOR . 
Office of Indian ffairs, 

• ashington. 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

5 1_ 

ugust 10, 1900. 

There is enclosed, herewith , a r eport da t ed ugust 3 , 1900 , 

from Inspector \ right, in whi ch he acknowledges receipt of Depart ent 

letter of July 26 , 1900, and st ates that he is unable to request the 

railroad companies mentioned in said lett er to select station grounds 

fo~ the reason t hat he does not know t he addresses of t he officials 

of the different roads, and that he has r equested this office , by ire, 

to furnish him m th the addresses of the officials of said ro ads . 

In said report the Inspector q uotes section 2118 of t he Re-

vised Statutes and invites attention to the provisions t hereof, and 

states that from the evidence submitted in the Madill townsite cas e 

and also from t he opinion of the court "it a ppe ars that the citizens 

interested claim to ha e 'rented' or 'leased ' certain tracts or lots 

to other parties"; that the citizens in possession of the land made 

the sur~eys and that in a conference with the ssistant u. s . D ·~~­

rict Attorney on the subject "it was considere d that sedt i on 2118 

would not apply to a citizen of the nation as said section made it 

a penalty for any person to survey or attempt to survey lands or 

designate the boundaries by marking trees or otherwfse" , and that it 

was thought that this section would not apply to a citizen ho had 

a right to survey any part of tm land of which he was in possess ion 

or mark the boundaries of such land in any manner as he might deem 

proper. 

Inspector Wright asks to be advised whether or not section 

2118 applies whan land is surveyed by citizens of the nation in 
101 



-2-

which the land is situated. 

In the George Cr ook case (5 Dillon , 453), t he court held t n a t 

"An Indian is a person within t he meaning of the Habe a s cor puD act", 

and that under the provisions of s ection 2149 , R. s ., the Commi ss i oner 

of Indian Affairs had aut hority t o cause the removal of an Indian, a 

member of a tribe, f rom a tribal reser vation and in Ex Parte cr ow Dog , 

(190 U. s. 556), the court held that: 

"The de f inition of the te rm ' I ndian Country •, c ntained in 
c.61, paragraph l of t he a ct of 1834 , 4 St a t . 729 , though not i ncor ­
porated in the Revised St a t utes, and though re peale d s i multaneously 
with their enactment, may be r ef err ed t o i n order t o de t ermine mat 
is meant by the term when us ed in s t atute s ; and i t applies to a ll 
the country to which the Indian title h as not been ext i nguished wi th­
in the limits of t he Un ited t ates, whether with i n a r e s ervation or 
not, and whether acquired be f ore or s i nc e t he pa s sage of t ha t act . " 

From these decisions i t would seem , first , that a Chickahaw(s ic. 
Indian is a person within the mean i ng of sec t i on 2118 R. s ., and second , 
that the Chic k asaw nation is "ln diarr Country " wi th i n the meaning of the 
laws of the United States. 

If this be true, then the quest i on naturally arises b y v hat 

title does an individual Chickasaw hol d l and in that nati on t hat au-

thorizes and empowers him to survey and pl a t any part of the l ands i n 

his possession, into town lots? 

So far as this of fice is advised no pro spe ct i ve a l l otment s 

have been made in the Chickasaw Nation, neither have any of the c i t i zens 

of that nation filed upon their homest eads, nor hav e a ny of t he cit i­

zens of that nation received title to the particular t racts o f land 

in their possession. It would seem, there f ore, that so fa r as t itle 

to the Chickasaw land is concerned, it is still vested i n t he Chi cka­

saw Nation--the Chick.asaw people as a whole and not as i nd ividua ls. 

The Choctaw and Chickasaw agreement :rr ovides, among other t h i ngs, that 

an allottee may after t he expiration of a ti e s peci f ied sell his al­

lotment, except a homestead o f 160 acres "for a price t o e ac t ually 

paid and to include no farmer indebtedness or obl1gation." 
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In the opinion of this office these to wnsite promoters, 

whether citizens or non-citizens of the nation in which they estab­

lish a town, are vio l a tors of the law and amenable , under section 2118 

of the Revised St atutes , as well as under sections 17 and 18 of the 

Curtis ct. However , as the Department , under date of ugust 4 , 1900 , 

advis ed Inspector dright that the cti ttorney Genera l under date 

of August 2 , 190~, directed the "United States District ~· ttorney a t 

Ardmore to institute proceedings against I . 0 . Lewis , et al ., under 

section 2118 , • "' ., and the ct of June 28 , 1898 , if after examira tion 

of the evidence he concludes that such pro ceedings can be mainta ined" , 

and as the matter is t herefore in the hands of t he u. s . ttorney for 

the Southern District of the Indian Territory, the office considers 

it unnecessary to further discuss the subject . 

'lith reference to that part of' Inspector ':fright ' s report 

wherein it is stated that "the Acting Commissioner however suggests 

that the u. s . District ttorney be requested ' through the Department 

of Justice ' to commence proceedings against I . o. Lewis and others , 

and I respectfully ask to be advised whethe r such request has been made 

as indica ted, or wh ether it is desired that request should be made by 

me direct to the u. s • . District ttorney" , I have to say t hat there­

commendation of the Acting Commiss i oner contained in office report of 

July 24, 1900, was approved by the Department ; that Inspector ~·/right 

was so advised in letter of July 26 , 1900, and that by Department 

letter of August 4 , 1900 , he was advis ed of the a c tion taken by the 

Department of Justice in t he pr emises. The mat ter is , t herefore , as 

above stated in the hands of the United States Di strict ttorney f or 

the Southern Distri ct of I ndian Territory , a nd it i s presumed by this 

office that he will take such action as , in his judgment , the exigen-

cies of the case require. · 
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~ i th r eference to that par:t of Inspector ·vrigh t 's repor t 

wherein it is stated that he is unable to cor r espond with the offi­

cials of the roads mentioned in Department letter of JUly 26 , 1900 , 

you are advised that the office under date of ugust 4 , 1900 , ad ­

vised the Inspector of tm names and addresses of the different effi-

cials of the ro ads ~ntioned in said letter with whom this of f ice 

corresponds. 

lith these remarks , I bave the honor to submit the matter for 

such action as you may be pleased to direct in the premises . 

Very respect f ully , 
Your obedient servant , 

· ~ . A. Jones , 

(G. A; • ) P . Co uissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc y # 1020 eceived ug o 20 , 1900 ffi ce of u. s . 
Indian Inspector for I . T . ashington , ug . 15 , 1900 , Secret ary . 
Townsite promoters , whether citizens or non-ti tizens , are amenable 
under section 2118 RSUB as well as under sees . 17 and 18 of Curtis 
Bill. etc. 



Hon.J . Geo . ~right , 

U . s .Indi an Inspector, 
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Chicka s aw Town s ite Commission , 

Ardmore , I ndi an Terri tory. 

u st 24 , 1900 . 

uskogee , Indian Te r ri tory. 

Sir : 

Replying to your communicati on of the roth inst ant, 

wherein yo u state that ~ .H . V . Hinckley , upervising Eng i neer , 

infonned you at Chickasha on t he 18th i nstant , conf i rming 

his preVious report to you that at the time of h is last visit 

to Ardmore I assured him t ha t t he map would be comp l eted , to­

gether ith tm tracing , by t~ 20th instant, and t.hat tbe 

surveyor also informad him , in the pr esen ce of t~ Commis s i on, 

that all block angles and jogs in streets would be me asu r ed 

and all work pertaining to the surveying of too tOm completed 

by that date ; also th at too draftsman i nfor11l9d him t hat the 

tracing of th9 map o uld be completed i thin that ti:roo , I beg to 

state that I never once said how long it would take , f or in my 

opinion it would take the surveyor a month at J.e as t to t ake the 

street angles and the jogs, a t the r ate he has be en or k i ng , 

after he had completed the original survey. I s a id to [r . Hinck-

ley that I would use every effort to complete the map at t he 

earliest possible moment but did not specify any time . 
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The dra ftsman , in the presence of t h e Commission , told 

Mr . Hinckley th a t it would take a t least thr e e e ek s or longer 

after t~ entire survey ~as co mpleted to make a tracing , and 

that he could n ot be gin it unti l t he map was ent irely comple t ed 

and absolute1y correct , f or he could not ma ke er asure s on the 

rough side of t r aci ng l i nen, and a s t he s urveyo r di d n ot f i n ish 

the work un til the 18th, o f cour se no tra ci ng coul d be started 

prior to t hat d ate . 

Bot h t he survey or and draf t sman have i n:f or :rre d me t h t 

Mr . Hinckley wr it them direct, and not t hro ug h t.he Commission , 

to explain wh y t hey di d not fi n i sh the wor k a t the time a gr e ed 

upon , as state d b y Mr . Hi nck l ey , and t h a t the y both had rep l i ed t o 

Mr . Hinckle at Ch ick a s h a . 

In t his co nnecti on , I w.i. sh to f urthe r state th t t 

Surveyor will not wor k half the ti me bu t s i ts a round t he offi ce 

looking Wise or he. claims to he s ic k and wi l l not g o i n the f i e l d 

w1 th the ot he r emp loyees . He appears to t h i nk t ha t he should 

not work in the field . 

The sole reason wh y t h is work was not completed , i s simply 

because the surveyor has not t ried to exped ite it , bu t l ets 

i t drag along indefinitely , and although I ha ve tried every 

possible effort to have him has t en it has been i n va in . I 

have made no recommendation in his case becau s e I thought t hat 

as he had st arted to survey this tovni he should fi n ish it , a s 

his lllotes were in such shape that· 1 t would ha ve b een a t a sk 

for · 1y other surveyor to make use of them , and finish t he town . 

1134 
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He has omitted to place lot stakes at the corners of lots 

in 15 or 20 blocks, which I deem ve ry nece ssary, in order that 

when the lots are sold at auction the Co~~ission can show the 

purchaser· just what he bought , and t hereby avoid trouble in the 

future, and we have concluded to have tte se stakes driven , and 

by making a ~racing of these blocks, the v.ork can be done while 

the plat is bei ng approved . The block corners are all in . 

Very respectfully , 

(Me} 

(Si gned ) Sam.'·l N.Johnson 

Chairman Townsite Commission , 
for Chickasaw Nat i on , I . T . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No .l934 Re ceived ar .l8 ,1901 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspe c tor f or Indian Terri t ory . ashington , March 
9,1901. Secretary.----· ncloses correspondence from Mr . Sam.'l . 
N.Johnson for consideration in connection with forrrer letter.----
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D E P A R T _:I E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

ashingt on . 
September 4 , 1900 . 

United St a t e s Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

f or the Indian Territory , 

Mus coge e , Indi an Terri tory .• 

12102- A. 

F . 

The Depart ment is in receipt of your letter of August 22 , 

1900 , refe r ring to dep artmental telegram of August 13th i n 

rega rd t o the towns of Ardmore and Chicka s ha , Chi ckasa ation , 

in which you state tha t the map of rdmor e is pr a ctic ally com­

pleted, and tha t you have ins tructed the t ownsi te commission 

to for ward the same when app rove d , together it h full rep ort 

concern ing blocks not divided into l ots ; that a tracing of this 

map has not ye t been made , as you consi de r it advisable to have 

the map cons i dered by the Departme nt before maki n a tracing ; 

that t he Commi ssi on fill prep a re i n t he meantime its schedule 

of appr a i sement s . 

s to Chic kasha , you state that t he ext erior limits have 

been establi s hed , and that the town has agreed to pay a local 

surveyor t o make corre ct i ons of a p l at of the town made some 

time ago; th~t this work wi ll r equire about one month , and the 

tra cing of t he p l a t will require n ad.d i t i onal time of about 

ten or fi f teen days; that as s oon a s s uch p l at is approved .by 

the Depa rtment t he Commi s sion a t Ar dmor e c an be sent to Chi ckasha 

1101 
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to make the necessary appraisements , a nd you recommend that this 

plan be adopted . 

The cting Commis s ioner of Indian Affairs in his report of 

August 29 , 1900, accompanying your letter , state s that he sees no 

necessity for keeping the Townsite Commission at Ardmore under expense 

during the time in which the p l at is in transit and hile it is pend­

ing in the Department , an d kno s of no r ea son hy the Commis sion 

should not in t he meantime be deta iled t o ork at some po i nt other 

than Chickasha , and suggests th e dv isabili ty of not mak in the ap ­

praisements at Ardmore until t h e p l at oft t to n is approved . 

The Department considers tha t the appr a isement s at Ardmore 

should be made when the pl at i s satisfa ctor y to you , for the reason 
be 

that in such case few changes willA nece ssary. ou will pr oceed i n 

the manner indicat ed by the Acting Commissioner, as above od ified . 

You suggest t he advi sability of not appointing any local town-

site commissions in said nat ions unt il it is ascertained t hat the 

present commissions cannot appraise towns as rap i dly as they are 

surveyed and plat ted and the plats appr oved . 

You also expre ss the opinion that the tribal authorities of 

the Chocta w and Chickasaw Nations will not agree to t he appoint ment 

of more than one townsite commission in e a ch nation . ple provision 

is made by law for t he app ointment of the re sp ective to nsite com-

missions, in ca se t he trib 1 authorities fail or refuse to 'selec t" 

the menbers authorized to be appointed by them, and whenever said 

authorities decline to disch r ge t he duty of appointing the respective 

members of the townsite commissions, or whe n any of the embers ap-

pointed by the tribal executives fail or refuse to dischar e t he ir 

uos 
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dut i es as requi red by law, the Depart ment will cause t he townsite 

commiss i ons deemed neces sary to be appoint ed , i n order that the 

provisions of law may be ful ly c rr ied out . The exe cut ion of the 

l aw will not be delayed by the failure or refusal of the trib l au ­

thorities to act , or by the inab ili ty or de clinat ion of thei r 

appointees to perform t he dut i es incumbent on them. 

On August 31 , 1900 , the Depart ment a·s i nformed by the vtayor 

of t he town of rlow t h t Town s ite Commissioner Burne y had informed 

him tha t he would not approve a plat apparently being made by the 

town in accordance with the a c t of [a y 31 , 1900 . The Mayor as 

adv i sed tha t said Commis s ioner ' s approv l 'l s not necessary . 

You i ll plea se adv ise r . Burney to tha t e feet , and t t the 

Department expect s h i m to carry out its i nstruct i ons , and that ha t 

was sta ted by t he -D epartment in re gar d to Commis si oner Smiser of the 

Choct aw Townsite Commission on Augus t 16 , 1900 , is applicable to hi m. 

A copy of the report of t he cting Commiss i oner is inclosed 

herewith . 

Ind . Ter .Di v . 
2887-1900 . 
1 incloslli'e .. 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan 
Acting Secret ary . 

(Endorsed) Uni on ge nc y No . ll03 .Received Sep . l4 , 1900 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspe ctor for India n Territory . ashi ngt on , Sept . 4 , l 900 . 
Secretary---- elative to appraisements a t Ardmore , and a ctions of 
Commissioner Burne y , etc . 
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D E P A R T ~1 E N T 0 F T H ...:; I 1 T E R I 0 R . 

~ashingt on . 

September 7 , 1900 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

S i r : 

for the Indian Territory , 

uscogee , Indian Territory. 

F . 

The Department is in receip t of your c ommunica ti on of the 

30th ultimo , transmitting t herewith a co py of a letter f rom the 

Honorable cting Attorne y Gene ral , add res s ed to the United St ates 

ttorne y for the southern district of the Ind i an ~erritory , 

at rdmore , I . T., instructing hi m to suspend unt i l further 

no~ice all action in proceedi ngs of the Un i ted St a tes vs . I . o. 
Lewis et al ., under sec t ion 2118 of the Revised St tutes of the 

United St at es , and the act of Congress approved ~une 28 , 1898 

(30 Stat ., 495) , for surveyin a nd p l at ting f or townsite pur pos es 

land belonging to the Indians . 

You request t o be advised whether simil r action sha ll be 

taken in reference to other like c s es , and su es t : 

n***where citizens have rented or r ct ice ll sold to 
lots at points where ~ t ation grounds are to e loc t ed and 
160 acres of l ond for town s i te s and not subject to allotment , 
that citizens be re ~uired t o refund to parties maki n p nt s 
to - them. Otherwise that such citizens b liable to prosecut ion 
under section 17 of the Curtis Act a s receivi n mone on l ands 
which they claim as their p rospe ctive a l l otments but vhich 
necessarily cannot be allotted to them . " 

The Acting Commissioner of Indi a n Af fairs on the 6th 

instant transmitted your said communica tion , a nd sta tes t hat 

ll04r 
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"The off ice knows of no reason hy the Dep artment ' s ac t ion in 

t he Lewis case should not apply to all similar c ses and re ­

commends th t t he Inspec t or be so advised . 11 

Sa id recommendation is ap roved , nd you are dvised ccor d-

i ng1y . 

A co py of the report of the Acting Commissioner is inclosed 

here with. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2987-1900. 
1 inclosure . 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan 
Actin Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l104.Received Sept . l 4 , 1900 . 0ff ice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ashington , Sept . ? , l900 . 
Secretary----Relative to t ak ing l i ke a ct ion as in Le is case in 
other townsite cases ., 
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D E P RTI.G T F T H ' I N T E R I 0 R. 
1' SHI HGT • 

ctober 22 , 1900 . 

United States Indian Insp ector 

for the Indian Terr i t or y , 

Muscogee , I, T. 

Sir : 

nclosed here with you wi ll f ind a copy of a letter addressed 

to Lr . Lee Cruce , of Ardmore , I . T . , in rep ly to h is co unic a ti on of 

October 9th, r commending the approva l of the pl a t of Ardmore trc ns ­

mitted by t he townsite commi ssion, toge t he r with a copy of t he re ­

port of t he acting Commissioner of Indian f f a i rs the reon da ted the 

16th inst an t . 

You are instru cted to forward t he original re port of the to n ­

si te commission da ted eptember 3 , 190 , but prior thereto ou will 

request G~ernor Johnston of the Chicasaw at ion to advise the Depart­

ment in a-iting concerning the size of lots into which the b ' cks should 

be divided , and es pecially whether , in t he j udgment of t he Governor 

better resul ts ill accrue to the nat i on by leaving the l ots as they 

appear at pres ent on the pl at of the t own ite f rdmore, or by sub-

dividing the l arge lo ts wh ich are no t co vered by i mprovements i nto lots 

of a uniform size as nearly as racticable of 100 by 150 feet and of 

25 by 150 for busi ness lots • 

• /hen you shall have received a report from t he Governor you 

will make a report on t h e ma tter and forwar d the pl a t to the Depart ­

ment for its consideration . In the meantime y u will direct the om-

mission to proceed with t he subdivision Qf the large lots as directed 

by departmental letter of eptemb er llth last . 

In this connection your attention is i nvited to the st at e-

ment made in the report of the cting Commis s i oner of Indian ~ffai rs 

dated June 27 1899 , relative to the question of t he maximum ~ze of 
1212 ' 
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of residence and business l ots in t h e towns of t he Choct aw and Chick -

asaw a tioms, whe re i n he quotes from a letter addressed by the Indian 

Office on June 10 , 1899 , to the chairman of t he t o¥nsite commis s i on ad-

vising him tha t --

"As to the matter of the size of the lots , t he rincipa l he if 
of the Choctaw a tion and the Gov ernor of t e Chickas aw a ti on , t oge ­
ther with t he Cho c t aw and ChiakasalJ members of t he townsite c ommis s i ons 
for t he respec t i ve nat i ons , have jointly s ubmit t ed a letter to t h is 
offi ce se t ting f o r t he t h e reusons hy t he maximum size of t he lots 
should not be l eft t o t he ci tizens of t he town, and r equesting that 
the size of t he r esidence and busi ness lots i n a l l towns be f i xed 
at 100 by 200 f eet f or residence lots a nd 25 by 150 fee t for busin ess 
l ots . " 

This quo t at ion i s g i ve n you i n order tha t you may be advised of the 

views of t he Go vernor o f the Chi ckas aw at ion a s heretofore expres s ed . 

A report is de sired fro m you as soon a s pr acticab le af t er r ecei v-

i ng the informat ion requested fro m the Governor o f t he Chickas a 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
3456- 1900 . 
1 Inalosure 

espe c tfully , 

E· A. Hi tchcock . 

Secretar y . 

(Endo rsed) Union agen cy # 1252 eceived Oct . 29 , 1900 ff ice of 

ati on . 

u. s. Indian Insp e ctor f or I . T. a s ingt on , edret ar y , c t . 22 , 1900 . 
Sends co py of let t er to Lee Cruce , o f dmore , I . T., also i nstructing 

Inspr . to for ward or i gi na l r eport of Chi ck as aw T. s . Commiss i on , with 
certain informat ion . 



D E P A R T r, E N T 0 F T H 

~ashington . 

Uni ted States Indian Inspe ctor 

for the Indian Terri tar y , 

Mus kogee , I . T . 

S i r : 

1 2104- B 

JJ)5 

I · T R I 0 R . 

November 7 , 1900 . 

In your letter of October 19th last , referring to tbe 

tel egram of the lOth of the same month by the Commissione r 

of Indian Affairs to t~ United States Indian ent , Union 

Agency , hich was approved by the ecretary of the Interior , 

directing said Agent to r em ove from th3 limits of the 

Chi ckasaw Nation and the Indian Terri tory certa in parties and 

to close their places of business . In said communicat i on you 

enclosed there v' th certain papers i n c ludi ng the order of the 

court i ssued by the jud ge of .too southern district , temporarily 

r estrai ning you from clos i:ng any place of busi ness in t he tom 

of Ardmore , marked " xhibi t D. " 

It does not appear in the papers transmitted hether any 

day was set for the fina l hear irg upon said order , and you a re 

di r ected to inform the Department what a ction has been t aken 

r el ative to procuring the dismissal of sai d order , and if no 

ac tion has been taken , what action is contemplated by you in 

t he premises . Too matter appears to be of so much importa nce 

that a final decision should be rendered by t.OO court , from 

1316 
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which, if ad verse to t ~ Views of t be Depar tment , a n appeal may 

be requested to be t a ken to tm pr ope r appellate judicial 

tribunal. 

By direc ti on of the Secretary. 

Re spe c t fully , 

I nd . Ter . Div . 
3548-1900. 

Edward M. Dawson 

Chief Cle r k . 

(Endorsed) Union ency o .l316 e cei ved ov 12 , 1900 Offic e 
of u . s .Indian Insp ector f or I ndian Territor y . e cretary.--­
-~ashington , Nov . '7 ,1900 .----Asks ·what c tion has been or 
Will be taken to dismiss i n jun c t i on in ou t hern istri c t against 
closing bu sine ss houses i n Ar dmor e fo r non- p ayment of t axes .----



Land 
55742- 1900 

The Honorable 

Department o f t he I nt erior , 

OFFICE OF I1TD I AN AFFAIRS , 

12104-C 

ashington, Nov Q13 , l900 . 

The Secretary of the; Interior , 

Sir : 

Refer~ing to Department letters of October 26 , 1900 , 

approving the exterior limits of t he towns of Mar low , Comanche , 

Duncan , Terral , Rus h Sp r ings , Minco, and. Ryan., as established 

under the dire c t superVision of I nspe ctor ' right , there is 

enclosed berevJith a report dated November 2 , 1900 , from the 

Inspector , relative to perm itting the authorities of the towns 

above mentioned to survey t he same at the expense of the towns ,. 

Wi. th the e xception of Ryan and Terral. 

The Inspector i nvites a ttention to t he statements in his 

reports transmitting the bl1.e pr ints showlng th3 exterior limits 

of said tovms as e stabl is!.e d , in 'Wh ic h he recommended t hat auth­

ority be g iven for the au thori.ti es of said towns to make the sur­

vey , the government to furnish a draftsman to COOCk the WOrK of 

the local surveyors and make the tracings , and states th at De­

partment letters approving t he e s t abl ishment of sai d exterior 

l imits made' no mention of said recommendation . 

The Act of May 31 , 1900 (31 Stats ,,221) , provides that : 

"The Secre tary of t ~ Interior , where in h is j udgmen t 
the publi c intere s ts will be thereby subserve d , may pemit the 
au t horities of any tovm in any af said nations , a t the expense 
o f the town, to survey , lay out , and plat the site thereof , sub­
ject to his supervision and approva1 , as in othe r instances . " 

1352 
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InSQector · right states that he has allowed the author i­

ties of said towns to proceed with tm . survey, and su ggests that 

he be given authority to pennit the authorities of the towns , 

when tbe: exterior limits have been approved by tbe Department , 

to survey the same without receiving specific authority from the 

Department in each particular case . 

The office recommends th at in all instances where the 

limits of any town ba ve been approved by the Dep artment t hat the 

Inspector be g iven authority to J:€rmit t he authorities of such 

towns to have the same surveyed at t h e expense of the town , with­

out asking for specific authority in each particular i ns t ance . 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant ,. 

1 . A. Jones , 

Cornmis sioner . 

G.A •• (G) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l352 Received N01v. 26 ,1900 Office of· 
U . s .Indi an Inspector for Indian Terri tory. rlashington , Nov . 
19, 1900, Secretary . Author i ty assumed by Inspector allow arlo 
and other towns to survey at their own expense approved ; etc .---
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DEPARTr _ 1T OF THE I NTEB IOR 

a hington 

De cember 7 , 1 900 

United States Ind i an Ins pe c tor 

for the Indian Terr itory , 

.rus ko g ee , I • T • 

Sir : 

The De'(:E.rtment is in receipt of your ccmmunication 
I 

addressed to the Commissioner of Indian f fa i rs , requesting 

"Specific authorit y for the pu rchas e of 4 23 botmdary posts , 

at thirty - f ive cents each , t o t '"' 148 . 05 , for use in mark in 

the bounda ~ ie s of towns in the Ch icka sa ti on , wh ich posts 

were needed in a ddition to t hose covered by voucher submi tted 

by me (you ) on 'e ptember 14, 1900 . " You a l so re quest hat 

"specifi c author ity be granted for t he u rcm e of n ot exceed-

ing ni ne hundred ( 900 ) posts f or us e in ar kin the botmdaries 

of towns in the hoc taw ation , at not exceedin t h irty ce ts 

each, tot 1 ."'2 70 . 00 ." 

The Commis s i oner o f Indi a n _ ffa i rs on the 3d in st n t 

forwarded your said ccmmunication a nd recommended: 

"that auth or ity be r a nted for the Special Di sbur s ing 

Agen t · of the Chickasa.w Tow nsite Commission , t o expend a s um n ot 

exceeding :rr l48.05 in the open market purchase of 4 ,_,3 boun ary 

posts , at 35 cents each, required in mark in a n d establishin 

the exterior limits of tow s in the Chickasaw Na io ; - a lso 

' that a further authority be r nted for the Specia l Disbursing 

Agent of the Choctaw To nsi te Commission, to expend a urn not 

exceeding ~2 70.00 in the oren market purchase of 900 boun dary 

posts, at not to exceed 30 cents each , - the same bein 
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required in markin a n d estab lishin . the exter ior limits of 

towns loc ated in hoctaw at i on , - all as req ue ted by the 

u. t> . I nd i a n Ins pector fo r t he Indi an Terr ito:ry in his lette r 

of the 17th i n t ant , her ewith s ubmitted ; - p3.yment ther e for t o 

' be made from the a p ro pria t ion! "Tow nsite Commissioners , 

India n Territory ." 

He also recommend ed:: 

"that t e dpec i a l i sbursing pent s ' of these Tow nsite 

Commissions, a n d other bonded offic ers havin· in charge specia l 

work in the Indi a n Terri to:ry, be irs truoted to address this 

(In i a n) off ice tbrou~h t he U. s . I ndi an Inspec tor fo r the 

In i :1n Terr itory, in ma kin r equests · fo r the ex enditure of 

money ; th is in order to complete the files of this office . " 

The De partment cone urs in said recommendation , a nd 

you ill dv ise the disbursing a ents a nd bonded officers 

under your su ervision a ccordingly . 

Respectfully, 

IND. TER. Div . 
3977-1900 

(Si ned) Thos yan 

Actin Secretary . 

En o rsement: 1o . 1481. Wachin ton , Dec. ? , 1900 Se c retary . 
Authority for urchase of boun dary pots , hoctaw a n d Chic. a aw 
Nations . 

Ty pewritten letter si ned 2 pp . 

Copied by hLW , 4/6/34 
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87 
'v~ynne oon Ind ' qn Te r r 

An., the 8 h n1 

To the Secr e t ~=~.ry of t he In e r 
\~ sh n ton D. c. 

Sir; He esent ng two hunrlre peo n P f m r r> e to 

C" Omrnonly (> l l ed ne o)'s or of Afri can de C' e who es t 

Vynnew od Ind n Ter . in - t he Chi k s w Nation , w 11 s t 

ha t my eo le h ve sett e _ ·n Wynnew oo ·n o fa th hav 

investPd o 1t time and money, and we onstrue the con ress on 1 

aC't known or des ~n ted a s he Curtis bill o me n ha t we re 

under and by t he rov ' sions of s rl act en tl ed to land for 

burial or ceme t ery urposes , Now the town of Wynnewoo has 

a po ula ion of about ~ 300 pers ns f t h s n . 11 are white 

or of t he Cauc sian aC' e ex cep as befor e men 1 ne d t w 

hundred . Now tre whit es have a C'emetery o bu a p _C' e f o 

t eir ead . ' e have none . There is :1 or 4 C' e s o l Rnd 

within the C'Or orat ion of said to n of ~v nnewo o unocc e • 

Can we be a lowed thR nd for a e et r o qt e t a 

orti n of it . n w e se se me t your ear iest omvenienc e 

and obl ge 

A. L . S . 
No . 1651 

Yours trul y 

(Signe ) A a C'kson 

Endorsement : A. J a ckson st t s h re pr P. s ent s 
r esidents of Vynnew ood and t he desire t he R f' of 
acres of unoccu ied and in s d to n f r r>eme t e 
Jan. 8, 90. 

Conied GBD 
3 / 29 / 34 

co ored 
or 4 
r ses . 
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Rush Springs , I . T . 

Attny . Gell!ral 

Wash ington , D. C. 

Dear S ir: 

Jan . 22 , 1901 . 

Aprl . 8 , 1896 , t.m At tny . General decided that a mite 

man , marrying an Indian woman , was not entitled to (enroll) 

or an allotment as an Indian . 

Sec . 4- of the act of Feb .8, 188'7 ( tats • 24 , 388) known 

as thl general allotzmn.t a ct- Indian woman married to a 

white man or other persons not entitled to t he--ect . The 

husband is not en tit.le d to an al1otnent . Is the above the 

law now. 

If not what is the law that g.overns such cases . 

our town is clain:ed by a wh ite man , or (Sq_uaw Man ) his 

wife is dead . Has he the right to receive pay for the lots 

of the town , and make deeds to sane . 

You Will do the town a great f a vor by an early reply. 

Most r e sp ec tfully , 

Lynn Hurdley. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l681 Received Feb . 4 , 1901 Office 
of u . s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Jany . 22 , 1901 from 
Hurdley , Lynn -Rush Springs , I . T . (From the Atty. Genl . by reference). 
SUBJECT : States that the town of Rush Spring is cla irre d by a 
white man ( "Squaw Man" ), and asks i:f he has the right to 
receive pay for lots and make deeds .------



D E ART lEJI T OF TH I 

·ash ington . 

The United S tat s I ndia n Inspector 

far the Im ian Terri tcr y , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

I T R I 0 • 

January 23, 1901 . 

The De:partmen t is in re cei:pt of your letter of January 9 , 

1 901, i n regard to a "controversy" as to establishing a street 

t.brough pr o:t:e rty controlled by B. F . Frensley, a non- citizen , 

"who occu ies to e nt ire block s as his ho.n:e " , desi gnated a s 

block 248 on t~ :plat of .Ardmore , r et urned to you heretofore 

for correction. 

I t was said i n depar t mental letter of eptembe r 11 , 1900 , 

.i n re gard to t h is p l at : 

"It is observe d th at streets have not been extended throu 
a number or block so Possibly in some c ases s atisfa ctory re a ­
sons can be g iven for this , but apparen tly no sufficient 
reason exists in such cases as bloc ks numbers 64 , 77 , 78 , 124 , 
248, 257, 303 , 306, 431 , 432 , 492 , 493 , and 528 . You will , 
t herefor s . instruct tie townsite co mmission to chan ge the 
survey and plat i n t his particular , unle ss in any case a change 
will destroy valuable improvemen ts , such as buildings . Fr uit 
trees and like i mprovements ould not be deemed suffic ie ntly 
valuable. If, in any instance , an exception is made to this 
rule, the Commi ssion must make a rep o as to the facts" . 

You state t hat too town council :passed a resoluti on 
req~sting the townsite co mmission to open a street through -

said block 248; that the co rmnission considers that materi a l 

damage wo uld be done to Frensle y by the opening of such a 

11,1 
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street, and it is opposed to making a street through this 

property; that t~ commission has completed the plat of the 

town without establishing sue h a street , and asks that its 

action be approved . 

You submit various papers in regard to the rna tter , in-

eluding exhibits A to L. Among them is exhibit K - an aff i-

iavit from Frensley regarding the opening of this street -

stating tha t his property would be damaged thereby; that to 

open a street through said block would destroy his t o-story 

servants' residence and smoke house ; that it ould destroy 

his storm cave, which is nine feet deep , walled up and arched 

with brick and store and cemented from top to bottom, and 

which could not be constructed for less than two or three 

hundred dollars; that it would also destroy a number of 

valuable fruit trees and shade trees; that the street would 

run within three feet of his dwelling , and would necessitate 

the removal of his residence to conform to the survey ; that 

his residence is an eight-room building , with pantries , 

closets, etc ., with three briek fire places , and to move it 

would almost totally destroy its value; and that said street 

would also destroy another small house , immediately north of 

said residence , which is twelve feet by twelve feet in size . 

The Supervising Engineer made a persoml inspection of 

this property , and rubmitted a report, in which he stated: 

"The Fresnley Block. Comprises what would naturally 
be about two blocks built up and improved as ore block , with 
residence, servants ' house, windmill , etc ., near the center, 
and valuable shrubbery, orchard and shade trees covering nearly 
the entire tract. To cut a street thro~h this property ould 
take two jobs out of one street, but , in my judgment , wherever 
there is a controversy of this kind a property owner who has 
If ted substantial improvements in good faith should be given 
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the benefit of t.te doubt~ if any exists , especially where a 
majority of the taxpayers so desire . " 

He recommends that no street be opened through such property. 

On September 3 , 1900 , the townsite commission submitted 

a report in reference to surveying and platting this town. , 

which report has not heretofore been before too Department . In 

said report it is stated : 

"In the matter of block 248 (this tract) , ot herWise known 
as Frensle y ' s home place , i 11 s tat.e that t h is is one of the 
prettiest, if not the most beautifu~ pieces of residence 
prop erty in Ardmore . Not only has it been laid out in beauti ­
ful flowers , fruit and shade trees ~ evergreens , shrubbery , 
vines, etc ., but to run a street tnrough it would cut h is ser­
vants houses , storm cave , well and wi nd mills and put them 
in the street . 

Mr . Frensle y .has spent thousands of dollars and years of 
labor in beautifying and improving h is home and to ruthlessly 
ruin it as such by cutting it up into lots would be inequitable , 
unjust and entirely uncalled for . A great de~ of personal 
animosity has been engendered on tbe part of Noble Bros . and 
a small faction of the city council tog·ether with a coterie of 
Noble's friends a gainst the said Frensl ey , and they wish to have 
the Commission assist tbem in venting their spleen out on 
Frens l ey by the establishment of a street through his home place • 

. Since coming to Ardmore the Commission ha s received peti­
tion after petition , and a g reat number of affidavits , asking 
that said street be not established , as fully 95% of the 
people think it is an ornament to the city and an example of 
their progress to have such a horre , and to injure it after 
a ll his years of toil , labor and e:xpense to found a home in 
the Territory would be an outrage • 

Again several gentlemen are on record as hav ing said 
that it would depreciate their property in the neighborhood 
fully 1/3 its present value, if it was opened and have beseeched 
the commission not to do it. e · have forwarded the se petitions 
and affidavits to tb:l u . s .Indian Inspector sorretirre ago , since 
which tine, although we requested their return in order to 
transmit with this report, they have never been rece ived . 

~ e have only received one petit. ion, containing a bout nine 
nane s signed With a typewriter asking that it be opened and 
this was instigated and g otten up by Noble Bros ., who have 
personal feelings against Frensley on account of his having 
assisted to defeat Sam Noble for City Alderman and they are 
trying to use this Commission for that pur-pose . Eddleman and 
the Nobles have joined forces to try and harass and injure 
Moore and Frensl ey and , as trey control tbe Mayor of the city , 
they get him to appoint them. as a committee on the part of the 
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Council to pe tit i on i n t he se matt e r s . 
Mr . Burney , Commissi one r on t he part of the I ndia ns who 

has his home here , lives on t he same street a s Frens l e y ' a nd is 
of the opini on tha t i t i s ent i re l y unnece ssary t o open t he 
street, and th a t i t doe s not i nconvenience any one as there i s 
no presen t need for a stree t through t his p ro perty· a l s o t ha t 
it is not desired by a ma jor i ty of the pe r so ns l i v i.ng on 
that street . 

As Ardmore i s an i ncorp orated cit y any t ime the council 
think a str eet s ho uld be es t ablished t hroug h t his pr oper t y 
they can condemn i t and appo i nt a board of appr a i ser s t o 
appraise t he damage done Mr . "'""rens l e y, and upon payment of same 
they can establi sh t hi s stree t ; but t~ Commission doe s not 
think it just or advi sabl e to designate a str eet through t he 
property, t her eby al most r ui n i ng i t f or hi s home and without 
giving h i m a cen t i n payment fo r the damage done . There are only 
a fe w who rant t hi s s t r eet , and as a maj ority of the people are 
not in favor of it , t here appe ars no good r eason to do it . 

Af t er vi ewi ng al l the ci r cums t anc es in the case and cons i d­
ering t he int erest of a ll pa r ti es co ncerned , the commi ssi on a s 
of the op i n i on t ha t no stree t should be es t ablis hed through 
this block ,, t hereby i mpairing the value of his prop r ty with­
out any c ompens ati on and i t as so or der ed o" 

You t r a nsmi t t r ep ort of the townsi te co mmissi on , r esubmit -

ting t he pl at of Ardmore , wh i ch plat , you state , is n ow bei ng 

chec ked and corre cted . I n refe renc to t he rensl ey pr operty 

t he r ep or t stat e s : 

"For tbe reasons sh o m i n the aff i davi t of tt . B. F .Frens l ey 
ani t he sketch of bloc k 248 , both oo r ewi th at t ache d and marked 
Exhibit A and B and ma de a part of t his r ep or t , sho i ng the 
extent of damage and tm l oc at i on of Mr . Frens l e Y' s i mpr ove nts , 
is explanator y as to why no s t r eet has been e s tabl i shed . " 

You s ay th a t by reference t o a pl a t (exhi bi t ) it wi ll 

be observed t hat by the est ab lis.bmen t of a str eet through t his 

property no damage would be do~ t o t oo buildings of Mr . Fr ensley , 

except his servant s ' house , wh ich could be moved a t a small 

expense; t hat you have on two occasion ma de personal i nvest i ga­

tion of t his propert y and find t~ loc ation of buildi ng s as 

shown in exhibit M to be correct, and th a t yo u have r epeatedly 

informed the parties concerned, i ncluding the to nsi t e commis­

sion, that a street should be established th rough t he prope rtyo 

You therefore recommend that t h e commission be advi sed to 
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establish a str eet through said property in such manner as will 

do the least damage to any of t.te buildings of Frensley. 

The Commissioner of Indian Aff airs , report i ng in the 

ma tter on January 14, 1901 , states that by examining Exhi bit M 

it Will be found that to continue Hardy Str eet south through 

said block 248 in such manner as to make a jog in said street 

at the south side of said block where the same would intersect , 

and , i f established , cross what i s shown by xhibit A as Atkins 

Street , would apparently damage 1~ .Frensley' s s e rvants ' house 

only; that this building rould be wholly within the street ; 

that if the street ere es t ablis!Ed as above stated it muld 

seem that the est line of Frensley' s residence ould be about 

25 feet fro m the east line of said street , passi ng through 

said block to the ·rear of said. residence . 

He further states t ha t , as it ould seem that Frensley 

has t his block , at least in the vic i nity where t.be street would 

pass through it, well i mproved , and in view o~ tbe statements 

of the townsite co mmission in its r eports of ep tember 3rd 

and De cember 20th , 1900, and the statement of the Supervising 

Engineer in his report of June 19, 1900, be c annot concur in 

your recommendati on ; t hat the commiss i on should not , at least 

ll this time, be i nstructed to establish a street through said 

block; that af t er the plat has been submitted for considera tion , 

if the Department shall determine that it is necessary to 

establish a street through said block it can be done . 

The Department does not ; ish any further unnecessary del a y 
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in r egard to this plat . It concurs in your recommendation 

i n thi s matter , and you are instruc ted to have tm Commission 

establish a street in accordance therewith. 

It is not a question of what any one or any number of 

persons may wish i n laying out streets in townsi tes in the 

Chi ckasaw Nation. The, public go od , the future needs of the 

t own , ani t~ intention of the 1 aw are to g ove rn . 

Mr . Frensley has. had the use of this property for years ith­

out material bemfit to the nation , to whom it belongs ,. and he 

has ~eculated in adjacent property . It is not pr oper that 

he should be allowed to obstruct one of the main streets of 

the town . 

A copy of the Co issioner ' s letter is inclosed . 

I nd . Ter. Div. 
214-1901. 
1 i nclosure . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting ' ecretary . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No .1679 Received Feb . 2 , 1901 Office 
of U . s . Indian Inspector :f"or Indian Terri tory. lashing ton , 
J an . 23 , 1901. Secretary.----Directs that street be opened 
t hrough Frensley block Ardmore .----



D E P A R T 1 E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

7lashington . 

U. s . Indian Ins pe ctor 

Sir: 

f or the Indian Territ ory, 
~uskogee , Ind . Ter. 

February 27, 1901 . 

121 5- C 

s . 

The Department is i n rec ei p t of your communi ca t i on of eb ­

ruary 16 , 1901, upon the telegram of J ohn G. Joyce to the Depart ­

ment rela t i ve to the work at Ardmore , ~h ich as for arded by the 

Commi ss i oner of Indian J ffairs on February 20 , 1901 . 

You are advised that the Depar tment is in recei p t of a 

telegr am from Samuel N. Johnson , dated l rdmore I nd . Te r ., February 

25, 1901, as foll ows : 

"Letter fully advising me not re ceived . Hinckley informs me 
map of ~oodv i lle approved and re adv for appra i sement . Agent 
s choenfelt has sent l i st s of defaulted Colbert lots to be resold . 
Plenty of ark for commi ss i on - have been i n f ield daily assist ­
i ng Joyce s i nce furloughed - trust ~ ou don ' t ho l d me responsible 
for wo r k of s urve yor wh o I r eported incompetent severa l time s and 
recommended h i s remo va l. Wright and Hi nckley have been i n complete 
char ge of ork since last Jul y and were informed of the fact s . 
As an old bat t le sca r r ed veteran of the first issouri ~egiment 
away from home a nd needing the s al ar y of my posi t i on , I respect ­
fully ask that order be suspended a hea ring as t o my a cts which 
fully exonerate me and t he department. " 

to which the Department answered by telegram Februar y 26, a s f ol­

lows: 

ttTelegram r e ceived. Le tt er mailed you thro ugh Indian In­
spector Febr uary fifteenth . rave 'ired his chief clerk hen same 
~s forwarded . Surpris ed that you cont i nue at ork afte r 

1838 
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notice of fur lough t he f ourteenth . Dep ar t ment cons i ders f urlough 
in full f or ce on an d af t e r sa id date . Insp e ct or di re ct ed t o ma ke 
full r eport r elat i v e to work of c ommission a t r dmore . " 

Your a t t ention i s i nvited to t he statement ma de i n t he t e le -

gram o f Mr . Johns on r el at i ve t o h i s r es pons i bi l ity and to hi s 

eff orts to have t he to Nns i te sur veyor r emoved , a l s o to hi s s tate -

ment tha t Jou and t he supe rv i si ng eng i neer have bee n i n comp l ete 

char ge of t he rro r k si nce last J uly and Tere i nforme of the a ct s , 

and you are direc t ed to make a f ul l r epor t r el at i ve to t he ork of 

the co mmis s i on at r dmore . 

I nd . Ter . Div . 
736 - 785- 1901 . 

Respect f ul l y , 

Thos . Ryan 

Act i ng Seer tary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency No . l 83B .Re ce i ved I. a r . 4 , 190l . Of f ice of U. s . 
Indi an Inspector f or I ndi an Terri tory. a shington , Feb . 27 , 1901 . 
Secre tary---Copy of telegr am f rom a nd on e to • T. Jo hns on , and 
diE ects r ~port concer ni ng ~ork a t r dmore . 

----------
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·.lashington , D. C., ·March 5 , 1 901 . 

Ron . Secretary , 

~ep artment of the Inter ior . 

Sir :-

In obed i ence t o departmental letter dat e d Februar 1 5 , 1901 , 

explanator y of telegram, ·date d February 14 , 1901 , i nformi ng me 

t hat I ~ as fur l oughe d i n e f i nitel Without pa , I ha ve t he honor 

to sta te that then I entered up on dutv as Townsi t e Commissioner I 

was d irect ed to ·proceed t o .~uskoge e , I . T ., and t here meet jo i ntl r 

with the Chocta Townsite Commission for t he purpose of f or ul ­

ating b ooks and b l anks , and a ee upon a p l an by .h ich the ark of 

surveying and p latting to m s in the Chickasaw and Choc taw l ations -

should be d one a like . t the joint meet ing the que s t i on of esta b-

lishing a street around all towns wa s discuss ed , and t he I ndi a n 

represe ntat ives were ver y des irous that such a rule s hould be 

followed , a nd it wa s understood that a street s houl d be p laced 

around a ll t o wns , especially wheneve r t he pe op le of t he to n 

and the good of the service demanded i t . 

Street round the Towh . 

The Honorable Secre tar r under date of 1ayll , 189° , stated , 

that while it is true t ha t t he specif ic provision i n sai d ·act of 

June 28 , 1898, that -
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~Said Commis s i on shall cause to be surve yed and la i d out 
towns1tes where towns With a present populat i on of two hund red or 
more ~re located , conforming to t he existing survey so far a s may 
be, w1th proper and ne cessar y streets , a lleys and public ground s . rr 

is not found in section 29 of s a i d ct , yet there is noth i ng in 

the latter section in con:tr l ic t therewi th , and the re does not appear 

to be any reason why t he Commis s i one rs should not conform to the 

wishes of the i nhab itants of the r espective t owns , prov i ded 

that t he rights of the India ns of the sever al nat ions are duly 

respected . 

You will accordingly d ir e c t the Chairman of the r espec t ive 

Commissi ons to the ·Choctaw and Chickas aw ~ations t o pr oceed in 

accordance With the vie ~s above expre s s ed . 

On October 5 , . 1899 , the Ch icka saw Townsite Commission acting 

under instruc t ions about submitting t he requests of t he citizens 

of towns transmi tted pet i t i on from Ardmore in r lat i on to l ayi ng 

out s ame and the third re quest that the citi zen:'s committee ,. city 

counci l and Commercial Club a uthoriz d to act f or the ci t_,r asked 

that a n 80 foot street be laid out a round t he city , and the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs in tra nsmitting s aid r equest stated 

"The op i n i on of t he office is that the limi ts of t he town , as 
described in t he judgment of the court incorporat i ng the same must 
govern and it is t he dut y of t he Commis s i on to l ay out t he to n 
according to those limits . The off ice rega r ··s: t hi s fa ct as unf or ­
tunate in view of the statements of the Commdssion to the effect 
that those par ts of the corporate l i mit s of the to wn e xcluded f rom 
the limits suggested by t he Committee of the Commerci a l club , is a 
dense for est and Wlll entail expense in the r unn i ng of stre ets 
through t he same . 
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~ith resp ect to ~he matter of l ayi ng out a street of 80 or 
1 00 feet i n vidth around the entire limits of t he town , requested 
by the committee of t he Comme rcia l Club , the offi ce is d i spo ed 
to recommend that the Commission be d irected to re f use to prant 
this request . 

It will entail the surveyi ng of a street ten or 1 2 miles i n 
length , and the expense of cutting the same through the f orrest 
tracts above re f erred to . " 

The Honor able Secretar y on Octobe r 18 , 1 8 9 9 , after revie ing 

the ca se sta tes :-

"The Department concurs in t he recommendat i ons of the cting 

Commissioner , and you Will advise sa i d mown si te Commis sion accord -

ingly . " 

On November 28 , 1899 , 56941 - 1 899 , the Honorable Secre tary 

instructed t he Commissioner of Ind ian ~ffa ir s to suspend in -

structions in relation to Commission being bound to recognize 

the court corp orate limit s i n establi sh ing exterior limits of 

towns until furt her advised . Later it as held that the Commis-

s i on as not bound by order of court i ncorpora tin • 

As the Commissioner of I ndian Affairs , pr i ncipal reason was 

that by estab~ishing a stree t around t he to n that it ould have 

to be cut through a dense growth of f orest , (Sic } etc ., he felt dis­

posed to re commend that the request be not gr anted . 1hen i t as 

dec ided that we should not take the court corpor ate limit s , if not 

sat i sfactory , we left out t he dense f orest (Sic) and there a s con ­

sequently no necessity of cuttin t hrou hit to e stablish a street , 

and after the c~mmissi on tho ught over t 4e matter , bearing in mi nd that 
' -
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t hey should conform t o the Wishes of the inha bitants of the r es­

pe c t ive towns, provi ded that the ri ghts of the Indi an.s of the 

nation were protec ted , and the representatives of t he Ind i ans 

st ating t ha t bot h he and t h e Governor ere of t he opi nion that it 

~ould be both to the intere s t of t he town a nd t he Ind i ans t o have 

such a street , and the pe ople here be i ng unani mously for such a 
, 

street, it was thought that the Department would have no object -

ions to t he extabl ishment of suc h a street , a s a street has been 

put around the boundari es of every town surveyed in t he Indi an 

Terri tory by any to wnsite Commiss i on , and it wa s done i n Colber t , 

Sterrett , ~goner , out h d cAlester , Musko gee and is a l so being 

done now at Pauls Valley in this nation , a nd the chief rea son 

being removed here , viz ., cutting .through a fense f orest , it a s 

our opinion that it ould be ac ceptable to the Depart ment . e 

inten&ed to s ubmi t the matter , but it appear s t hat it as 

inadvertaint l ne lected . 

On September 3 , 1900 , a full report of street ein place 

around the town ith other mat ters as made a nd transmitted 

throu h t he u. s . India n Ins ector to t he Hon . Commissioner of 

Indian Affa irs , and there wa s never any objection made to the 

same . gain on October 29t h the Commission a s adv is ed b t he 

u. ~ . Indian Inspect or t hat the l i mits a s established b the Com-

mission were approved and need not be change d , and the Commis ~ion 
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rer e t herefore of t he op inion t hat t he street a round t ·he town 

was also app roved , as it was clearly kno wn i t as inside t he 

limits . I am unab l e t o see why that after more than si x mont hs 

after a report wa s made fully about this street , that I should 

at t h is late day be char ged Wi t h f lagr a nt l y viola t i ng i nstruct ­

ions . In Add i tion to this pl a t s a nd dr a wi ngs have be en made by 

the surveyor an dra f t sman whi ch show this street around t he to wn , 

and your Commi ssion . have honest.l y labored under t he i mpres s i on 

that whenever t hey had confo'r med to t he i s he s o ., t he people of 

towns , and prote c ted .the intere . ts of t he Ind i an in these mat ters , 

that they had performed their' duty , and the wor k of Ardmore has 

been done in thi s manner . 
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·.:ould res}B ctfully invite our a ttent.ion t o ·the fa ct t he t on 

March 30 , the Commis s ion a s dire cted that hereafter they 

would ~be under t he s upervision of t he Ind i an Ins p ector f or t he 

Ind i an Terri tor y , and that t hey would be instructed thr ough or 

by him, and since which ti me he has been i n comple te control of 

the work . 

~hen J ira P . Thayer , Surveyor , resi gned on November 13 , 1900 , 

HELLEN, a transitman t o Ar~more , whic h is t he largest and hardest 

town in the nation to survey on account of crooked streets , etc ., 

imm.edi.ately aft er he had so "ball ed'r u Wagoner , that another 

surveyor had to be sent t he r e to straighten out the town , and 

lmowing all these things , he was sent by the I nspector to cor re ct 

and . finish survey of the town . The Commission had nothing t o do 

with his being sent here , and positively discla i m any and all 

responsibility for his p oor work, as they we r e not consulted in 

the matter at a ll. 

The supervi s i ng Engineer made the Commissioner's office 

his headq·uarters for six or eight weeks at one time , and f re quently 

before and after this t i me he has co me here an d looked over t he 

map. and inspected the work frequently . 

Have a l way s stated t ha t I wa s no s urveyor , and do not under 

sta nd why I should be hel d re spons i ble f or emplo es whom I report -
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ed i ncompetent , and a lso h o ere not appointed qy me . 

The Inspector ordered t he s urveyo r to make a f ull rep ort to 

hi m as to his method of doing t he ~ork of s urvevirtg a to ml from 

t he t i me he entered it unt il finished . 

lthough the Commis s i on recommended and a sked f or addit ional 

surveyors to expedite the ork , it wa s never gr ant ed a nd e ere 

compe l led to get a long wi th one (1) surve yor and t hre e irregular 

emp loye s (no trans i tman) ; and Sout h [cAl ester was a llo ed t wo 

trans i tmen ith six ( 6 ) irregular employe s as cha i nman and r odmen 

and a t t imes t o ( 2) cle rks to he l p t hem rush t he ork , and in 

addit i on to this Surveyor Jo ce va s sent the r e to prepare the p l at 

of the to· n , wh ich he did . 

~veryt hing possible has been done b the Commis s ion t o hasten 

t he work , but our recommendations ere never granted , and e had 

to do the best we coul d under the circumstances . 

I positively deny t hat I .f or a year and a half had no ot her 

duty but to see tha t t he survey as done correct ly , f or eight (8) 

surveyi ng pa~ties from three t o six men ea ch ere star ted to rork 

i n the Chickasaw nation , and I as · designated di sbursing officer 

for t h em , and the kno wing nothing a bout t he ser vice or r eports , 

my t i me and that of the clerk ·as great l y dravm upon to straighten 

t hem out and the bi lls h i ch the y incurred . These men st a rted 

to work i n this nation about the l a st of June and unt il J anuary lst 
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I was the disbursing offi cer, a nd all the p ropert r t he had except 

transit s , etc ., wa s pa i d f or by me as d isbursing officer . 

I n conclusion I most respectfully state th t I regret v ery 

much being cha r ged i th viol at i ng orders an i nst r uctions , it 

being tre f i rst c ha r ges of t he kind ever f iled a gainst me and 

whi le your honor may hold that this s tatement i s not suff ic ent to 

remove all charges aga i nst me , i n such case I trust that I ill 

be giv en an opportuni ty t o r efute t hem, fo r every ac t of mi ne in 

service has been done with hone st i ntentions , and i n a manner 

satisfa ctory to t he pe ople i nterested , and in a ay tha t t he De­

partment cannot be cr i t icised . I a ssure you that I hav e used 

ever p oss i bl e effort to see tha t t he ork at rdmore a s exp i ­

tiously and correct l y d one , and as an ol d ba t t le sca rred veteran 

of t he f i r st Mi ssouri Reg i ment , s tone bl i nd i n one eye , and con-

tinuously compelled. to pet t he other for it s ma intenance , I cer ­

tainly earn a nd ne ed t he salary of the posi t i on , and ask th t I 

be given a reprimand fo r t he error i n t h i s mat ter; that the order 

fur l ough ing me be modi f ied , and t hat I be ret urned to duty , and 

thereby prevent the disgr a ce to myself , my famil y a nd t he gentle­

men who so kind ~y recommended a nd a~e me the p osition . 

ery respec tfully , 

Sam ' l • J ohnson . 

Your a t tent ion is cal led t o follo i ng a f fi davit s . 

s . . J . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l908 . Received r.lfar . l4 , 190l . Offic e of U. S . 
Indian Inspec t or for Indian Territory. 7ashington , vfa rch 8 , 1901 . 
Secretary---Refers l etter of Sam ' l N. Johnson , rela tive to work a t 
Ardmore . 
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D ' P A R T M 'E N T OF THE I N T 
"FIC F I DI N F I IR • 

ASHTIIGTON. 

Mr . J. George ri ght , 

U. s . Indian Inspector , 

.!uskogee , I . • 

.;;:>ir : 

You are hereby advised tha t .r . thur 

2105- :;:) 

R I R. 

July 9 , 1901 . 

• efley , of 

Downs, Kans ., who was appointed to succeed T . amuel • J ohn­

son as Townsite Commissioner and ppraiser for the Chickasaw 

ation in the India n Territory , has f iled a satisfa ctory bond as 

Special Disbursing gent and been instructed to report to you 

for duty as soon as prac t icab le . 

Ver y respectfully , 

• • Jones • 

Commissi oner . 

(Endorsed) Union ~ gency # 2402 received Jul . 19 , 1901 . off ice of 

u.s . India n Inspector for I . T • . a shi gton , July 9 , l 1. Co iss­

i oner. Arthur .; . I efley appo i n ted hickasaw To nsite Commissioner . 
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D E P R T M ! T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
UNITED · STAT S IliD I RVICE . 

PURC ~11 , I . To, ·ugust 17 , 1901 . 

Hon . J . Geo . tdri ght , 

u. s . Indian Inspector 

liuskogee , I nd i an Terr itory . 

Sir : 

J am in receipt of your letter of t he 15t h inst ant , and also 

a copy of lett er of the Ron . Commissioner of ndian f fa irs , ca llin · 

attentioQ to errors in angles in t he Ardmore map , and note t ha t t h e 

on . Commissioner st a tes , that t he sum of the 4 angles of a 4 s ided 

figure must equal 360 degrees . I agree ith t he Ron . ommissioner 

tha t theoretictlly this is correct , but submit in ac t ua l pr actice 

that it is not al ways the c ase , parti cu +arly so in t he town of r d­

more where there are 5 5-4 sided figures of all si zes and s hap es 

which requires the moving of an instrument 227 5 di f fere nt times f or 

the re adi ng of as many di f ferent angles . The only error a c t ually 

existing is in block 222 , which was simp ly a trans pos i t i on of fi gur-

es , and would not have made any materia l difference had the nap been 

approved as sent in from the fa c t that the lot a d block di mensions 

as shown on t he map are correct . The other er r ors , or so ca lled 

errors , do not ac tually exist , they ~re simply the difference bet -

een theory and practice . _o c ompetent ~ngineer could or auld ex-

pect the angles in each block of a piece of work of t h is magnitude 

t o add up 360 degrees -- the actual work done in the field i s pl aced 

on t he map without any change . The angles c ould b e switched and 

changed ar ound to rna e them che ck 360 degree s after being measured 

in t he fie ld, but this would be fraud , and I wou ld not lant to be 

conne cted wi th any changing , or sw t t ching of work to make it check 

out theoretically , and hen I was well avar e it could not be done 

pra~~ically in t he field. 
29-
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In the town of rdmor e 22?5 angles were me asured by 5 dif­

ferent surveying parties , all working toward a common cent er and 

the greatest error in closing was 4 ', or ab out l' to e ach corner of 

the block , which as an experienced engi neer I c ons i dere d r emar kab l y 

close , from th e fact t h a t t here is not one s tree t or line vhich runs 

straight t h rough the to wn , and very f ew, i f any , s treets are par al­

lel with e ach other excep t in the east and west ends of the town , 

and a g lance at t he map b y an experienced engi neer will read ily 

convince him t h e work is well do ne, and all the angl es measured are 

far more a ccurat e t han could r easo nably be expe cted . s an example 

between t heory and prac t ice , on base line s 2 set of chainmen are 

used from the fact that no 2 set o f men will agree i n cha i ning a 

long line and t he average between t he two is taken as cor re ct . The ­

oretically they should agree exactly on t he easurements --pr a c t ica­

lly they cannot . 11 sections excep t t hose borderi ng on the north 

and west side of a township are th eoretically on e mile s quare . In 

my experience I have never f ound one to me asure out ~heoreti c ally . 

In instrument work ins trumen t en f r equentl y di ffe r i n r e ad i ng an­

gles sometimes as high a s l' on a s i ngl e angle . The y should agre e 

theoretically , but cannot pr ac t ically . 

In Eng ineering and 'urveying , pa rticul arly of Townsites of 

rhich I have had a large exp erience a t efor e coming to the Ter ­

ritory the f ollo ~ ing poin t s mus t be t aken i nto cons i der ation befor e 

passing judgment on same . The general char acter of the work , vhe ­

ther the streets , alle ys , a nd lot lines are s t ra i ght or crooked , 

obstructions and of what character and will t he y i nterfere i th the 

accuracy of the work . The oo di tion of t he wea t her , windy or ca l m 
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and good ins trurn.ent . 1 ork ca n not be done in windy weather . The 

character of the ground , level , h illy or rolling . The character of 

the instruments , good , bad or medium. 

Good ork r equire s good instrur1ents . fter these thi ngs are 

all taken into co ns ider ation , a reasonable clos ing or limit error 

must be allowed for the work , and a competent ma n on the ground 

famili ar ith t he conditions entioned above . I submit is the 

proper person to make allo'l ances as to what t he closing or limit 

error should be . If the errors mentioned were 1 degree or 10 de -

grees , it would show very l oo se , c areless , bot ch ·ork , and all of 

the work could be serious l y questione d as to whe t he r it was cor -

rect or not . 

In conclusion I desire to state emphat ic ally , t ha t a cer ta in 

closing or limit error us t be allowed on work of t h is character , 

and th at the errors mentioned , exce pti g block 222 do no t pract i ca l -

ly exist . 

J • G • J" . ( 'G cK ) 

Very re s pe ct fully , 
John G. Jo yce Jr . 
U. • urveyor . 

(Endors ed) Union gency # 2924 received ~ov . 1 , l 1. ffice of 
U. s • .J..ndian Inspector . for nd i an Ter r i tory . . ~us o gee if. I . T. , 
~ept . 17 1901. John G. Joyce , Jr ., Asst . up . ngr . ubmits am­
ended re~ort relat ive t o alleged errors in r ore pl a t . 
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D ~ A :F • 
ill I .iD d IA VIC~ . 

upervisi ng ~n ineer , ndian Terr i tory Touns i tes • 

• uskogee , Ind . er ., wept . l? , 1901 . 

Hon . J . Geo • • right , 

• • Indian Ins pee tor , 

Iuskogee , ndian errit ory . 

i r : 

I am in receipt of your l e t ter of the l? th i ns tant in refer-

en ce t o t he report of dmore ade by e on nugus t l? , 1901 . 

enclose new report vh ich eli i nates that portion , which the Hon . 

Act i ng ecretary considers objectionable . 

Very respectfully , 

John G. J oyce Jr . 

Ass i s tant upervising ng i neer . 

J .G.J . ( cK) 
Enclos ure . 

• 
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ct . 21 , 1901 . 

The Hbnorab le 

The Secretary of t he Interior . 

S i r : 

have the hon0r to transmit h ere 1ith a report made on Oct -

ober 10 , 1 1 , b nspector ~ ight , acknowl edgi ng t e receip t of 

apartment le tte r of September 9 , 19 1 , (I ••• , 4043 -1901 , i1e 

2649 -1899 ), hich approved cert a i n reco ~endat ions made b h im 

~-ela.tii.Ye1 to the 1imi t of errors or s· ecified requirements a s to 

accuracy of v. ork in connection .vi th t he pr epar tion of to 'lns i t e 

pl ats , and c 11i g his attent ion to certa in objectionab le ffincuaG e 

used y 'urveyor J yce , and directi hi · to cause t he urve or 

t o eli inate uch objectionable langu age and aga in r eport . 

he I nspe ctor tr ans 1its the urveyor ' s second rep rt i n t he 

:pre i ses • 

. e papers are respectfully tran i tted. 

ery respectfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

• C. Tonner , 
• C. V.( G) c t .i ng omrnissioner • 
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I. T. D. 4 696 -1901. 

r.: 1!,; j T 
.. l.i.S 

United States Indi an I nspector 

for the Indi an Terri t ory , 

I usk gee , I . • 

Si r : 

195 

I T T I R. 

c tobe r 25 , 1901 . 

The Depar t ment is in receipt of your r eport da ted ctober 10 , 

1901 , referring to de partmental let ter of 0eptember 9 , 1901 , re ­

ferring to departmenta l letter of September 9 , 1901 , and returning 

t h e re or t o to wn si te surveyor Joyce , in rder that cer ta i n object -

i onable language i ght be e lirni na ted there rom . 

You i nola e t he ar::J.ended report of ·urveyor Joy ce dated ..... u u st 

17 , l l , vh ich appe rs to be free fr o t he object ion her e to fore 

suggested . 

he o i ss i oner of nd i an ffa irs f or arded our sa i d report 

on Octqber 21, l l . 

~he paper s i nc los ed \ i th your s a id le tter , together i th a 

copy ·of t l e repor t of the ..n.ct i ng ommi ss i uner of I m i an ... f fa i r s 

t here on are herewith re t ur ned. 

espe c tfully , 

3 inclosures • 

... 

F. L. ampbel l 
c t i ng ecret ar~ • 
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D E P A R T !i E h T OF THE L N T ·E R I 0 R. 
·. AS HI GTO ~ . 

I . T.D. 
617 , 2211 , 
3309 , 4178- 190 1 . 

The Unit ed St a t e s Ind i an I n sp e c t or 

fo r the Ind i an Te'r r i t or y , 

.uskoge e , rz . T 

Sir : 

epte b er 21 , 1901 . 

1 2106- . 

The epartment is in receipt o f your r eport da t ed s eptember 9 , 

1901 , upon t he r esolution of the Denni s ~ lynn Re publi can Cl ub , of 

Sulphur , Ind i an Terr i t ory , r el at i ve t o the setting apart of a to\m-

ship of land a t ulp~ur , Ch ickas aw at i on , and a l so upon a cornuni ­

ca t i on a ddres s ed t o t he De pa r tment , da t ed Jul y 30 , 1901 , from 

Eugen e • i te , o f u l phur , r ecei ved by ·you from t he Ind i an f -

fice on ugust 14, l 01 . 

Y0u r ecommend tha t t he members of s a id club and : r . hite 

be advised t h at , if they des i re a reserve a t ulphur Springs , they 

should take t he matter up wi th the tr i b l authoriti e s wi th a view 

to incorpor a ting a pr ovi s ion for th e reserva tion of s aid Ja nd i n a 

supp lement a l agreement , and t ha t , i n the meantime , no st ep s will be 

t aken looki g t o t he surve yi ng and pl att i n g of t he townsite a t t hat 

pl a ce under t he pr~vi s isons of the pres en t l aw . 

The cti ng Commissioner of Indi an 4f fa irs forwarde d your sa id 

communication on t he 16 t h i nsta nt , and concurs in your r ecommenda-

tions . 

The proce du r e s u gges te d by you i s approved by the Depbrtmen t , 

and the president of s a id club and r . Jh i t e have be en advis ed 

accordingly . 
Respect f ully , 

Thos . Ryan , cting Secre t arj . 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency # 2?94 received ct . a, 1901. Office of 

u.s. Indian Inspector f or I . T. vashtngton , Sept . 21 , 1901 . Sec­

retary. pproves report on resolution of Dennis Flynn Republic an 

Club of Sulphur, I . T., relative to reservi ng land at that place . 
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4868- 1901 ovember 4 , 1901 . 

The United t ates I ndian Inspe c tor 

f or the I ndi an Ter r i t ory , 

uskogee , I . T. 

ir : 

The Department i s in re ceipt of your r ep ort of ctober 

23 , 1901 , upon letter of ugene • bite , of ulphur , Indian 

Terri t ory , and a commun icat i on f r om T •• Cook , resident 

o'f the De nnis Fl ynn Republic an Club , of ulphur , I ndian Terri­

tory , relative t o t he matter of reserving lands at the town 

of ulphur . 

You repor t tha t , i n v ie of t he fact th at the citizens of 

s aid town are tak i ng steps looki ng to i ncorporating in t he 

suppleme n t a l agr e emen t prov i s i on f or a r eservation at t hat 

place , no f ur t her a cti on be t aken by t he Department relat i ve 

to such r e servati on until it i s agai n presented . 

The Commissioner of I ndi an Affairs forwarded your sai d 

report on ovember 11 , 1901 , and con cur s in your recommendation . 

The Department approve s t he same , and t e resi dent of said 

Club has t hi s day been so a dv i sed . A copy of the repo r t 

of the Commissioner has also been fo r war ded to h i m. 

e sp ectf u l ly , 

l!. . A. Hitchcock . 

e cretary . 

2Q80 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No .2980 eceived Nov.ll,l901 Office 
of U.S.Indian Inspector, for Indian Terri tory; .lashington ,Nov. 
4,1901. Secre tary.----Approves r ep ort on letters of E. , • hite 
and Dennis Flynn Club rel.Sulphur Springs re serve .----

• 
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I oT. D. 5704- 1901 . December 31 , 1901 . 

United States I ndian In~ector 

for t he I n dian Territory , 

Musk ogee , I . T. 

Sir : 

The Department is in receipt of your communication dated 

December 2 , 1901 , relative to t he ap pointment of addi t i onal 

to vmsite commissioners for the Chick as aw Nat i on under t he pro ­

visi ons of t he a ct of ay 31 , 1900 , and re questi ng t ha t t he 

matter be further cons idered by the epartment , and , i f poss i bl e , 

t h at the separate to~nsit e commissions be ap ointed under t he 

provi sions of t he 29 th secti on of t he act of June 28 , 1898 

(30 Stat., 495 ); t hat , i f commissions must be ap pointed under 

section 15 of said act of June 28 , 1898 , you recomme nd t h at no 

appointments be ma de for t he pr esen t , and t hat you " be authorized 

t o employ severa l additional cle r ks for t h e pr esent C ickasaw 

Townsite Commission , which will enabl e them to take up the ork 

of several toms at the same time . " 

You state that t he r epr esentatives of t he Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations , in your judgment , will not "consent to the 

appoint ment of three commissioners as provided f or in t he Curtis 

12M 
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Act , and ~ill , as they have heretofore , claim t ha t they were 

only authorized to have apprai semen t s made a s provided f or in 

the Atoka agreement , or s ec t i on 29 of the a ct of Congre ss 

above r eferred to . " 

The Commissioner of I ndi an Aff air s for warded your s a id 

report on Decembe r 27, 1901 , and sta t e s t ha t he hesi ta te s to 

recommend tha t to vmsit e co mmissions be ap pointed under s ec t ion 

15 of the Curtis Act , becau s e he dislikes "to ope n up t he 

con troversy with the tri bal authorities , " and he do ub t s t he 

advisability of employing clerks to do t he ork wh i ch pr operly 

belongs to the members of the town s i te commissi ons . 

On December 21 , 1901 , t he Depar tmen t f orwar ded to you 

the opinion of t he Assist~nt At t orne y Gene r al , who i s t he 

officer provided by iaw to advi se t he Dep ar t me nt upon t he 

proper construction of legislative acts , wh ich was approve d by 

t he Department on t he same da y, and i n h ich he held t ha t t he 

separate townsite co issions i n the Choctaw and Chickasa 

Nations mus t be appo i nted under s ection 15 of t he Cur tis Act . 

Since that is t he existi ng law t he Dep artmen t h as no option 

except to enforce t he wi 11 of the legislative au t hority. It 

is not a question of discretion , only so f ar as it may be nec­

essary to determine whether any commissions a r e necessary for 

separate to wn s in said nations . The Dep artment h as a l ways 

been and is now willing to authorize the employment of al l t he 

cler ks necessary to a ssist the tribal commissions of sa id 

nations in the disch arge of their duties , in order t hat they 

may dispose of the several townsites as rapidly as possible 

consistent with efficiency and economy. 
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You have heretofore reco1mnended t hat separate to•vnsite 

commissions be appo i nted f or the towns of Chickash~ and 

Mar ietta in t he Ch ickasaw Nation . 

The Department had supposed that t he tribal authorit ie s 

had c onceded t he constitutionality of t he act of ay 31 , 1900 , 

when t he court i n t he Indian Terri tory dec ided t hat t he ec­

r etary of t he Interior had the au t hority t o appoint a tribal 

commissione r when t he tribal authority r efused to make the 

appoin t ment . In any e vent , its duty unquest i onably is to 

execute , and not to make , t he la~ . 

You will , t herefore , cal l upon t he Principal Chief of t h e 

Ch i ckasaw at i on to designate a tovmsite commissioner f or the 

town of r ie t t a , and you will al s o re quest t he pr ope r municipal 

authority to designate one for t he town , and repo rt t he same 

to the Department by ire , wi t h any suggest i ons t hat you 

may desire to make concern i ng said appoint ments . 

r epor t of t he Commissioner is inclosed he re ith . 

espe ctfu lly , 

Thos . yan 

copy of the 

Acting ecretary . 

1 inclosure . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . 3254 Re ceived 3an . 2 , 1902 Office of 
U. S.Indi an Inspe ct or , for I ndian Territory . vashington , ec . 
31 l 90l.Secretary .----Rel. to appo i nt me nt of add i t i onal to ·ms ite 
co~issions in Chi ckasaw Nat i on ; directed to rire sele c t ions 
of Pri n . Chief and tom f or commission at I<ariett - .----
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHINGTON. 

I.T.D. 3204-1902. May 2?, 1902. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

There is enclosed herewith a communication from • Joseph 

F. Swords, relative to the conditions existing at Sulphur, I ndian 

Terri tory. 

Mr. swords states that about four years prior to the passage of 

the "Curtis law" a townsite company was organized and l eas ed about 

four hundred and twenty-five acres of land from an intermarried 

citizen by the name of Frohman; that sa i d company built a ho tel, 

improved some of the lots, "but slept on their rights if they had 

any; " that said hotel was sold under foreclosure and t he improved 

lots were held oy the owners thereof; that said town has been in -

corporated since the passage of the Curtis Act, and that when it wa s 

proposed that there should be a reservation of the Sulphur prings, 

a man by the name of snead claimed to represent said old townsite 

company and demanded of the holders of the improved lots payment 

tor the ground in their possessi.on; that some of said holders have 

paid money "simply for the purpose of buying peace" and that many 

of tham are unable to spend money in litigation and are greatly 

exercised over the actions of aa14 Snead. 
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He further states that the people of the town desire to have 

it surveyed and disposed of as soon as may be possible in order 

that they may procure their deeds for the lots they have improved. 

He further reports that the population of the town is about 

sixteen hundred, consisting of a large number of invalid persons, 

veterans of the Civil and Spanish wars, besides many Confederates. 

our attention is invited to the Bill now pending in Congress 

(8.4848) wTo ratify and confirm an agreement with the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw tribes of Indians, and for other purposes," Section 64 of 

which provides for the cession to the United States of not exceeding 

six hundred and forty acres, to be selected under the direction o f 

the Secretary of the Interior, within four months after the final 

ratification of said agreement, and to embrace all the na tural 

springs in and about said village, and so much of Sulphur Creek, 

Rock Creek, Buckhorn Creek, and the lands adjacent to said natural 

springs and creeks may be deemed necessary by the Secretary of t he 

In terior for the proper utilization and control of said springs and 

the waters of said creeks, Which lands shall be so selected as to 

cause the least interference with the contemplated town site at 

that place consistent w.ith the purposes for which said cession is 

made , and when selected the ceded lands shall be held, owned, and 

controlled by the United States absolutely and without any restric­

tion , save that no part thereof shall be platted or disposed of for 

town- site purposes during the existence of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

tribal governments , and you are requested to proceed, as soon as 

41G? 
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practicable, to cause said town of Sulphur to be sur~eyed and 

platted, having due regard t .o s aid provision, in order that if 

the said Section becomes a law , the town site so laid out will 

not interfere with its provisions . 

You are further directed to give public notice that said 

Snead, or the townsite comp any which he represents, has no autho­

rity to sell or dispose of lots in the town or Sul phur , and that 

the only manner of obta i ning title to said lots is in accordance 

with the provisions of Section 29 of the Curtis Act and the pro­

vi•ibns of the Act of May 31 , 1900 . 

If you should be of opinion that t here is any legal or other 

objection to proceeding at once to l ay out s a id town , you will re ­

port the matter immedi ately to the Department for its f urther con-

sideration. 

1 Inclosure 

Thos. Ryan. 
Acting s ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 4157 received Jun. 8 , 1902 . Office of 

U.S.Indian Inspector for I .T. Washington, May 27, 1902. Secret ary 

Encloses letter of Joseph F. Swords relative to conditions at Sul-

phur, I.T.; directed to survey and pla t town of Sulphur, having in 

view provision of pending agreement with Choctaws and Chickasaws 

relative to a reservqtion at th a t place, and to gi ve notice that 

townsite co. has no authority to sell lots. 
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DE .A T ' ~ T 0 TH T( I N T E I 0 • 

I •• D. 51 94- 1902 . · :ashington . 

ugus t 22 , 1902 . 

Uni t e d Bt ates I'ndi an Ins e c to~ 

fo~ the Indian Terri tory , 

uskogee , Indian errito~y . 

i~ : 

The e art en t is in receipt of yo ur r ep ort dated ugust 

11 , 1902 , transmitti ng schedule , i n duplica t e , s horing t h e 

appraisement of lots in t he tom of ~ ugden , in t he Cnic kc sa 

Nati on , and rec omme nding t at the same be ap roved . 

id rep or t w s for arded on ugus t 21, 1902 , by the 

Ac t i ng Commissioner of India n ffa i rs , wh o conc urs in our 

recomme ndat i on. 

No legal or other objecti on appearing , said sche dule is 

a ccor di ngly ap r oved , and one par t returned ' ere i th , together 

with t e le t t e r of t h e to wnsite c 

2 inc losures . 

espectfully , 

Thos . y n . 

c ting ecretary . 

{ nd orsed ) Union ency o . 468 7 eceived ug . 29 , 1 02 ffice of 
U. S . Indian In~ec tor , f or I ndian Terri tory . • shington , ugust 22 , 
1902 . Secretar y .---- chedule of UGD• , Chic kasa~; r tion , 
APPROVED. ***----



12109- p 

(COPY) 

DEPART .. ·i'NT Qw TH-:? INT~RIOR .J.; ..... ..L:.I£ ' 

Un i ted St at es Indi an Service . 

~uskogee , I nd . Ter .,August 30 , 1902 . 

The Honorable, 

The Secr et a r y of t he I nter i or, 

· ashington , D.c. 

Sir: 

Section 64 of "An Act to rat i f and confirm an a reement 

with the Choctaw and Chickas aw tribes of Indi ans , and for other 

purposes, tt appr oved July 1 , 1902 , (Public- No . 228 ) .r eads a s 

f ollows, -

64. "The t wo t ribes hereby absolutely and unqua li f i ed l y rel i n ­

quish , cede, and convey unto" t he Unit ed St ates a t ract or tra c t s 

of l and at and i n the vicinit y of the village of Sulphur , i n the 

Chickasaw Na t ion , of not exceed ing s i x hundr ed and f orty a cr es , 

to be s e lec te d , under the dire ction of the Se cr et ar y of the 

Interior, withi n f our months a f ter t he fina l r a t i f i cation of this 

agreement, a nd to embrace a ll the natural aprings in and about 

said villa ge, a nd so much of .::> Ulphur Cr eek , Rock Cre ek , Buckhorn 

Creek, and the l ands a d jacent t o s a i d natura l spr i ngs and creeks 

as may be de eme d necess a r by the Secret a r y of the Int er i or f or 

the proper utiliza tion and control of s a id s prings and t he wat ers 

of said creeks, which l ands shall be so s el ect ed a s to caus e f or 

the least interfe rence Wit h the cont empl a t ed townsite at that pl a ce 

consistent with t he purpos es f or wh i ch s a i d cession is ma de , and when 

selected· t he ceded l a nds s hall be held, owned, and control led by 

the United St a tes absolutely and wi t hout any r e s t r i ct ion, sa ve 

that no part thereof shall be platted or dispos ed of f or t own- s it e 

22495 
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purposes during the existence of the two triba l governments . Such 

other lands as may be embraced i n a tovm site at that po int shall 

be disposed of in t he manner porvided i n the Atoka Agreement f or the 

disposition of town sites . - ithin ninety days after the selection 

of the lands so ceded there shall be depostted · in the Treasury of 

the United States , to the credit of the two tribes , fr om the 

unappropriated public moneys of the Un i ted States , t wenty dollars 

per acre for ea ch a cre so selected , which s hall be i n full compen ­

sation for the l ands so ceded , a nd such moneys s hal l , up on the 

di ssolution of the tribal governments , be d ivided per cap i ta 

among the members of the tr ibes , f r eedmen execept ed, a s are other 

funds of the - tribes . Al l improvements upon the l ands so selected 

whi ch were l awfully there at the time of the r a tificat ion of this 

agreement b y Congress shall be appr a ised , under the di re ct i on of 

the Secretary of t he Interior , at the true value there of a t the 

time of the selection of s a id l a nds , and shall be pa i d f or by 

warrants drawn by the Secretar y of the Interior upon the 

Treasurer of the United St ates . Unt il ot he r wise provi ded by 

l aw , the Secretar y of the Interior may , under rules pr escribed 

for that purpose , regula te and control the use of the water of 

said springs and creeks and the temporary use and occupat ion of 

t he l ands so ceded . No person shall occupy any portion of the 

l ands so ceded , or carry on any business thereon , except as 

provided in said rules , and until otherwise provided by Con-

gress the laws of the United States relatin to the introduct ion , 

possession , sale. and giving away of liquors or intoxicants of 

any k i nd wi thin the Indi an country or Indian reservations shall 
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be applicable to the lands so ceded, and said lands sha ll remain 

within the jurisdiction of the United St ate s Court f or the 

southern district of Indian Territory : Provided, however , That 

nothing contained in this section shall be construed or held 

to commit the Government of the United States to ahy expendi­

ture of money upon said lands or the i mprovements thereof , 

except a s provided herein , it being the intention of this pro­

vision that in the fu ture the lands and i mpr ovements .herein, 

ment~oned s hall be conveyed by the United States to such Terri ­

torial or State organizat ion as may exis t at the time when such 

conveyance is made . " 

Under date of July s , 1902, the following l ette r of in­

structions was issued by the Honorable Se cretary of the Interior ,-

"DEPARll~illNT OF THE I NTERIOR . 

Mr. Fr ank c. Churchill , 

pecia l Inspector . 

Sir: 

ashington . 
July 8 , 1902 . 

Your at tent ion is expecia lly invited to paragraph 64 

of the agreement with ·the Choc ta and Chickasaw t ribes , rati f i ed 

by the act of Congress app roved July 1, 1902 , sub j ect to further 

r a tification by the I nd i ans at an election to be held . It is very 

desirable t hat the l ands to be a cquired f or t he Sulphur Spr i ngs 

reservation, or reserva tions, a s the ca se may be , shall be ca re ­

f ully but provisionally selected at the ear liest prat ica-

ble time , a nd that upon their provisiona l selection the adjoining 
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townsite be surveyed , pla tted , etc ., prepar at or to d isposition 

as provided by l aw. I n t he even t t hat t he agr eement is rat i f ied 

by the India n tribes the contemp l ated provisional s e l ec t ion of 

the Sulphur Springs re serva tion or res erva t i ons i l l then be made 

final . One of t he provi s ions of pa r agraph 64 is tha t "all i m­

provements upon t he l and s so se l ec ted, which were l awful l y there 

at the time of t he r at i f ica t i on of thi s agr eement by Congress , 

shall be appr a ised , under the d i re ct i on of t he Se cretary of t he 

Interior, a t t he true va lue t here of at the time of the s e l ect ion 

of said l ands, and sha ll be pa id f or by warrants dra\m by the 

Secreta ry of the Interior upon the Treas ur y of t he Uni ted St ates . " 

The e f fect of t his provision is t ha t no one can , af ter Jul 1 , 

1902 , erect or ma ke any i mprovement s f or whi ch payment can be 

asked of the Unit ed Sta t es , i n the event tha t t he l a nds so i m­

proved are sel ected f or t he Sulphur Spri ngs r es er vation or reser­

va tions . It is t he ref ore due to t he peop l e of tha t vicin i ty , 

as well a s t o t he United St at es , t hat t he l ands which are i ntend­

ed to constit ute the Sulphur Springs r eserva t i on or reser va tions 

shall be provisionally selected and s egr ega t ed , so t hat it may be 

known and understood tha t i mprovement s ca n not be l a wfully made 

thereon; and also tha t surveying and p l a tting of t he ad join~ 

ing townsite ma y promptly proceed, a s cont empla ted by l aw. 

You will forthwith put your s elf in communica ti on wi th 

1~ . Joseph A. Taff , a Geologist of the United St a tes Geological 

Survey , and together you Will go to Sulphur Springs , Indi an Ter­

rit~ry , and there make an examination of the Sprin s and ad ja cent 

stre ms , and of the topography of t he adjoining l and , and will 

then select, subject to my approval , in one or more tra cts, such 
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lands not exceeding 640 acres , a s should be fightl 

2.11 

acquired by 

the United States to effe ct the purposes of s a id paragr aph 64. 

You will .also ca ll upon the Commis s ion to the Five Civilized 

Tribes to f urnish you a surveyor, if that be necessa r y , who will , 

under the direction of yourself and Mr. Taff, make a careful 

survey of the lands selected , ma rk the s ame upon the ground suf ­

ficiently f or the present purpose of i dent i f icat ion, and make a 

good plat the r eof , t he survey and the p l a t having appropriate 

connection wi th the existing gove rnment survey . The f i eld notes 

of the survey , the proper description of ~he l ands s elected , the 

plat so prepared, and a report explaining t he r ea sons fo r the 

selection as made , will be transmitted by yourself and Ir . Taff 

for my consideration . 

Very respectfully , 

~ . A. Hitch cock, 

Secretary . " 

In compliance with the f oregoing ~nstructions Specia l In­

spector Fr ank c. Churchill in company wi th rr . Joseph A. Taff , 

Geologist, of the United St a tes Ge ologica l Survey , proceeded t o 

Sulphur, Chickasaw nation, on J ul y 21, 1902 . In further com­

J>ll.ia~nce with instructions' a request in writing wa s addressed 

to the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, that a surveyor 

be furnished to assist in the work. For this service, . s . c. 

Pitts was deta iled, and the naps f or war ded herewith, and made a 

part of this report, were prepared by him, unde r our dire ct ion. 

PRELIMI NARY S'URV ITS . 

on arriving at Sulphur it was found necessary, in comp lying with 

instructions, to make a genera l :re·connais sance of Sulphur and 
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vicinity, including Rock Creek, Sulphur Creek and f resh springs 

at its source, springs in the town of Sulphur , also t he fr esh 

~prings at the source of Buckhorn Creek and vicinity . : hen this 

work was a ccomplished , it was f ound tha t the l a r ge f resh s prings 

at the source of Sulphur Creek were of the s ame quality a s those 

at the source of Buckhorn Creek ; tha t they ha d greater volume; 

that they were situated a t approximately the s ame eleva tion of 

about 100 feet above the cr eek level in the town of Sulphur and 

that they afforded ample volume of water for t he s upply of a city 

of considerable size . It · was f ound , furthermore , that the ater s 

of these f resh springs at the sour ce of Sulphur Cr eek f low to and 

through the townsite of Sulphur , while the spr ings a t the source 

of Buckhorn Creek , situa ted four miles sout heast of Sulphur , 

beyond a divide of hi gh l and , f low in an opposit e direction . 

The Buckhorn springs and valley possess no beaut surpas sing that 

of Sulphur springs and creek , and the l at ter is capable of being 

beautified to muc h greater ext ent . Realizing that the Mi ner a l 

springs at Sulphur, and the adj a cent fresh springs and creeks . 

were of prime import ance , a more ca ref ul survey and effort was 

made, having due regard to the land lines a nd tovm plat , t o 

determine the necessa r y area to include in order t o preserve the 

springs and streams and to gua rd against their contaminat ion . 

It was found that with the best care , pr act ically a ll t he area 

of 640 acres would be required to pr eserve the springs and 

streams in the vicinity of Sulphur . In case the Sulphur res erva ­

tion should fall short of including the 640 a cres, it wa s not 

deemed necessary or advisable to preserve the Buckhorn springs 

in the public reserve . 
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hen the approximate limit s of the proposed reservation tere 

determined , an a ccurate survey 'Tas made a nd a map drawn to sca le 

of three inches to the mil~ , it h cont ouxs at intervals of 

twenty feet vertical distance . This map a ccompani es t his report 

as exhibit No. "'I" . In order to better show the relations of the 

proposed reservation t o the l and subdivisions , to the f orest 

areas , and to the position of a dam and lake , whic h i s sugge sted 

below, tha t pa rt of the proposed reservat ion i ncluding the fne s h 

springs in Sulphur Creek valley a bove the townsi te of Sulphur , 

is illustrated in a separate map drawn t o sca le of f i ftee n i nches 

to the mile . This map is transmitted herewith a s exhibit No . "2" . 

Exhibit No . "3" illustrates t hat par t of the propos ed reservat ion 

within and est of the town of Sulphur , a nd is drawn a lso to a 

scale of fifteen i n ches to the mile . These maps , comprising 

exhibit "2" and "3" , a re drawn separately f or convenience of 

handling , a nd because their boundaries conf orm to di f ferent 

surveys, a nd because the establishing of the reservation boundary 

lines in each ca se are based to a certa in extent upon different 

reasons. 

LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPOS 

Al'ID VICINITY. 

R ES VATI ON 

The region of the site of the proposed publ ic res erva tion is 

loca ted near the center of the Chickaaaw Nation , Indi an Terri ­

tory. It is in the northern extension of the Arbuckle mounta ins , 

and elevated approximately 1000 feet above the sea leval . 



214 
- 8-

The Washita River passes about fi fteen miles upon the south , 

where it f lows eastward in a deep valley along t he north side of 

the Arbuckle mountains , and then turns southward and passes the 

mountains in a deep and narrow gor ge . ~or e sp ecifically the town 

of Sulphur, whic h includes all the mi neral spr ings , is located 

about the junction of Sulphur and Rock Creeks . The latter and 

larger creek is one of the pr i ncipal tributaries of the ·ash i ta 

River, and flows southward , entering the ashita at the mouth of 

the gonge, in the Arbuckle mountains . The large springs , 1 and 

one-ha l f miles east of Sulphur a re the source of Sulphur Cr eek , 

which has a continuous and abundant fl o of fre sh ater . The 

map , exhibit No . "1", shows the loca tion and topogr aphic f eatures 

of the porposed res ervat ion and contiguous country. 

The high land which is in the genera l level of the Ar buckle 

mountains is a prair i e 1000 t o 1200 fee t above the sea level . In 

t his hi gh prairi e land a r e t he sourc es of the s treams hi ch dra in 

the country , and the valleys near these sources a r e gently 

sloping, giving a rolling or undulating topographic effect . 

Nearly midway between the high l and and the bases of the va lleys 

of Sulphur and Rock Creeks , hard pebbly limest ones occur lying 

in a f l at position in the mids t of softe r strata . The varying 

hardness of these rocks in their outcrops give a diverse and 

beautiful topographic effect to the valleys . They make steep 

and rugged slopes, terraces, and cliffs clothed with tree s and 

vines in many places over-looking the f orested stream valleys . 

Such topogr aphi c featur es are especially prominent in the south 

side of Sulphur Creek valley, and in the south sides of the 

bends in Rock Creek . Near the center of Sulphur and abov e the 
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Bromide springs, in the extreme southwest corner of the town 
' 

these terrace-f orming rocks afford secure f ooting and pathways 

in the slopes, a nd their abundant loose boulders are convenient 

f or the construction of rustic sea ts a nd br i dges , and dams , if 

need be, across t he streams . 

FR SH SPRI NGS .AND CR EKS . 

The larger of the two springs as the sour ce of ~ulphur Creek 

issues from the bed of the valley i n a dense jungle of young 

f orest trees; the other issues fr om beneath a projecting bluff 

of limestone conglomerate on the south slope of the valley about 

midway in the slope above the ma in channel . From these sources 

f or nearly half a mile the Wc9ters flo with little grade ; then 

the streams begin mor e r ap i d des cent in a ser i es of beaut i ful 

natural low falls and r apids , over natural dams constructed by 

the streams' deposited sediments; above the falls are placid 

pools, a nd the dams are clothed wit h mosses and fe rns, and in 

many places occupied by forest trees . The positions of these 

falls .- are loca ted upon the maps exhibits "1" and "2" , and the 

f alls a re illustrated by a number of photogr aphs , i th those of 

Rock Creek , a ccompanyi ng th i s report as exhibit No . "4n . 

The forest is conf ined to the i mmediate va lleys of Sulphur 

and Rock Creeks and t he lower stretches of their tributary 

branches. Occasionally tr ees of large s ize stand on upland near 

the va lleys. The forest trees compris e more than twenty kinds 

common to this l a titude wes t of the Mississippi va lley ; and in 

the forest are numerous shrubs and vines , besides a dense under-
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growth of young fores t t r ees, hi ch t end to ma ke jungl es , 

especia lly i n the lower parts of the valleys . ~ven above the 

border of the f ores t , extending into the r ecent pr a i ri e , sin ce 

i t s prot e c t ion f rom f ires , t he fo rest i s rapi dl y spr ea ding , and 

without doubt can be ma de to extend over any part of the pr air i e 

l and by care an d protect i on . The limit s and densi ty of the 

f ores t is shown upon t he map exhibi t No . "1" by conventi ona l 

signs i n gr een . cons i der able part of the f orest on Sul phur and 

Rock Cr eeks ha s be en cleared away , and the pl a ces are no 

oc cup i ed by narrow, cul t ivated f i el ds . 

MIN~RAL SPR I NGS • 

11 of the mi ner a l s prings , of wh ich t here are about 

t went y , occur Ti thin the limi t s of the proposed townsite of 

Sulphur. These springs , on account of t he d i ffe rent qual i ties 

of t he ir water, are separ ated into f our cla sses ; t hese deserve 

spe cia l r e cogni t ion on a ccount of the bearin they have in 

connecti on wi th t he loca tion of t he boundar y l i ne s of the pro­

pos ed r e s ervat ion . 

"Sulphur " Springs--The l ar ges t and mos t impor t ant roup of 

mine r a l springs a re t hose l ocated near the center of the town 

in t he va lley of Rock Cr eek, near the mout h of Sulphur , and kno n 

a s "Sulphur" Spr i ngs. A col le ct ion of thes e , s even in number , 

i s sue near t ogether a t a Pavilion , and a re most r esorted t o f or 

public use. A singl e l a r ge s pring of thi s c l a s s i ssue s f rom 

benea th beds of limest one conglomerate , about 300 fee t southwest 

of the Pavilion springs, and is known as the "Hillside" spr ing . 
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~~other collect ion of three l a r ge spr ings completing this group 

of Sulphur spr ings, i s sue f rom the ~e st bank of Rock Creek , 

immediately above the mouth of Sulphur Creek, the posi t ion of 

each spring be ing shown on t he map . All of these spr i ngs a r e 

extenseivl used by t he public resorting here ; besides the 

three last named a re ut ili zed by a private company, and the 

water is shipped i n bot tles . A single spring of this class 

having considerable f lou is sue s f rom the bed of Ro ck Creek, 

in the bend , i n the south estern part of the to~n . 

The waters of this clas s a re slight l y s a line and contain 

considerable quant ities of sulphurated hydrogen gas ; upon 

standing expos ed to the a tmospher e for a day or mor e , pra ct ical l y 

all of this gas escapes . 

ff"Bromide" Springs-- The sec ond class of ater a t pre sent of 

impor tance is that issuing in a single spring of small volume , 

located at the ba s e of a h i gh bluff i n the southwestern part of 

the proposed townsite , and known as the "Bromide" spring . This 

spring is stron l y s aline , and is value d br the public for its 

supposed med icina l properties . 

,.Bromide Sulphur" Springs--The t hird roup cons is t s of t o 

springs of small volume , loca ted on a branch of Rock Creek i n the 

southern part of the town , and known as "Bromide Sulphur" sprin s . 

This water conta ins mineral properties of both the "Sulphur" and 

"Bromide" waters above referred to i n apparently small quantiti es . 

It is considerably saline, and t he sulphurated hydrogen gas 

escapes in small quantities . These springs ha ve suff icient 

volume to supply many people , but are at present poorly i mproved 

and but little used. 
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~Vilson~ Springs--The f ourth and last group consists or five 

s prings of small flow , located on a branch of Ro ck Creek, in the 

southeas t ern part of the porposed townsi te , and known as the 

"Wilson rt springs . The water of t hese springs contains appar ­

ently li ttl e mineral propert i es , and that in the form of sul­

phurated hydrogen gas . The l argest of these springs is improved 

in a s mal l way, and is used to c onsiderable extent . 

A report up on these springs made in 1901 by J . A. Taff , and 

now on fil e i n the offi ce of the Secreta ry of the Inter i or , 

g ives a more detail ed a ccount of these springs ith chemical 

ana l ys es of the water from the rrsulphurn and nBromiden springs . 

NOTES ON TH..; WATER RES OURC ES OF SULPHUR CREEK 

.AND SPRINGS . 

large f r es h springs at the source of 

Sulphur Creek a r e s ituated about 100 f eet above the to n , and 

have , therefor e a potent i al advanta ge sufficiently great for 

na tura l wate r works, simp l y by leading the water to the city by 

piping . Gre~ t er wat er power can be secured by cons tructing a 

receiving ba sin on t he h i gb land above the springs , to whic h the 

water can be pumped . 

Artificial Lake and Bathi ng · Pools--There are numberous pool s 

above the na tural dams a long Sulp hur Cre ek which are res or ted t o 

as public ba ths a t t he pr es ent time . Thes e , however , are not 

sufficiently lar ge nor deep for s uccessf ul use as swimming pools , 

and the following suggestions concerning a site f or an a r t i f i ­

cial lake are submitted . 
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Artificial Lake Site--In the northeast quarter of section 2 , 

immediately west of the section line , between sections 1 and 2 , 

township l south, r ange 3 east , the va lley of Sulphur Creek 

contracts to approximate ly500 feet in wi dth , and has steep 
be 

slopes upon each side . A dam a t t hi s place could 'conveni ent-

ly constructed f rom abundant mater i a ls n ear a t hand . Abov e thi s 

site the valley bec omes broader a nd ha s been cleared of its 

forest . Such an arti f icia l l ake , 30 f eet in maxi mum depth would 

be one-ha l f mile in length and f rom 500 to 1000 f eet i n width . 

The steep and f orested slopes on the south side overlook the 

l a ke sit e . Such a l ake of continuously f resh water could be 

utilized f or the p ropa ga tion of f ish, and would , at the same 

time, add much to the beauty and pleasure of the r esort . 

Reservation Bounda ries . 

In locating t he boundari es of the porposed res ervat ion at 

Sulphur, certain essential guides to procedure were f ound to be 

nenessary, and they are as f ollows , be ginning with the most i m-

portant: 

First, the preservation and protec t ion of the spr ings 

against contamina tion. 

Second , the preserva tion and protection of Sulphur and Rock 

Creeks. 

Third , the reserva tion of reasona ble ~a c e f or public 

passage and comfort in connection with the wat ers thus reserved . 

Fourth, the matter of utilizing the a ters and pr eserving 

the beaut y of the grounds thus reserved. 

This last consideration is of great importance, for what 
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would be the profit of a water supply if tt would not be pro­

tected and entirely controlled f or public use . 

Of not less i mport ance is t he pr eserva t ion of the f orest 

and the beauty of the l a nds cape . The prot e ction only of the 

immediate b anks of t he streams , leav ing the bor de r:tl..ng ·wooded 

slopes of the va lley near at hand :.to be marr ed an d occupied 

by private nuisances nould dest roy f or the va lue of t he r es ervation . 

Boundar y ast of the Sulphur Townsi t e-- Above the t o nsite of 

ulphur the land is les s va luaple than wi thin th e town , ye t the 

demand is equally great t o prot ec t t he beaut y of the stream and 

valley of Sulphur Creek , and t o guar d agai ns t the conta i nat ion 

of the spring water , since i t i s the source of the ci t ter 

supply . There is not s uff icient a r ea af lo ed t o p r ote ct the 

vall ey ent irely ; grea t care , the r efor e , as exercis ed i n order to 

protect suffi ci ently or a s full y a s possibl e , and at the same 

time not to exceed the al lowed 640 a cres . To accomp lish t hi s , 

it was found necessary in some instances to divi de small l ots 

of land in locating the boundar y line; in all ca s es , howe ver , 

the boundary as mad e to conf orm Wi th t he l an d surveys already 

established . In all cases the i mportan t slop es of the va lley 

with practically al l the forest is preserved . The t opographic 

and forest map , exhibit No. "2" , illustra t es the na tur a l sur fa ce 

condit ions and the location of the r e s ervation boundari es . 

Boundary Within the Townsite--In determining upon t h e lines 

of the reserva tion Within the pr oposed townsite , t he exterior 

limits of which have been provisiona lly established , due con-
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sideration was had t o the pe r manen t imp rovements no on the 

ground , and as s mall an area was i ncluded as , in our op inion , 

is consist ent wi th proper protection of the springs and creeks ; 

and we co nsider it wort hy of note that no s erious obj e c t ions 

were made known to us a s to the loca tion of the reserva t ion 

lines as they now stand . It ~o happ ens that t he most thi ckly 

populated part 9f the to,vn , e s pecially f or busines s , is i n the 

small basin about the s pring s and on the i mmediate ba nks of the 

streams. The slopes of the val l ey are steepest near and about 

t he s pr i ngs and the danger of contaminat ion by a sh , h ich 

na turally le ads towa r ds t he springs , is greatest , especiall y 

since litt le ca re is had f or the disposition of sewerage . Great 

car e , therefore , is demanded that t he gr ounds i mmed i ate l y 

around the springs and along the s t r eams with the steep slopes 

adjoining be p reserve d in order to guard aga inst certain a nd 

serious contamina tion. 

Rock Cr eek a bove the mouth of Sulphur Creek , does not f low 

during the dr y season of the year; a nd since the va l ley is f l at 

it is deemed ne cessary to pres erve only the narrow spa ce along 

the immedia te banks of the stream . The s ame creek below the 

mouth of Sulphur Creek is bordered by steep slope s along its 

narrow vall ey , and the same ca r e is r equired in the pr ote ction 

of the stream as in the case of the valley of Sulphur Creek . 

Immediately north of the Bromide spring there is a park of 

forest t rees, and on the south are high bluffs of much natural 

beauty. Directly east a small v alley with gr oves of trees l eads 

up to the ~Bromide Sulphur" springs. This l and conta i ns practi­

cally no improvements , and a great part is not capable of im­

provement for residents. For proper protection of the waters , 
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it was considered necessary to include the Bromide Sulphur springs 

within the rese!vation, and to preserve the bluffs and amp le 

parking about the Bromide s prings . 

" ilsonrr Springs Boundary--The ~ilson springs group is loca t­

ed three-fourths of a mile south of the Sulphur Springs , over a 

high divide, and the drainage leads fr om the springs to ards the 

southwest, a way from the town . A considerable settlement in the 

southern extension of the town is in easy reach of the springs , 

from which the water is obtained . To pr eserve these springs 

within the main reservation would include ground useless for the 

purpose intended; therefore , a small lot of ten a cres was includ­

ed about the springs in order to preserve them with the small 

forest surrounding . 

FIELD NOTES OF THAT PART OF THE RES VATION OUTSI DE OF THE 

PROPOS 1 TO 'TNSI TE OF SULPHUR • 

The corners of the proposed public reserva tion at Sulphur , 

India n Territory , are marked by limestone monuments , approximatel y 

4" x 6" x 2', se t securely 18 inches in the ground; with these , 

and placed equally deep , are hard p ine, sawed posts , 2" x 4 n x 3 ', 

painted white with red band 2n i n width surrounding 6" belo the 

top. These posts are p laced as markers to locate the cornerstones . 

In four instances, noted by circles up on the map , exhibit No . 

"1", solid rock ms encount ered a t the corner . In such i nstances 

solid iron pins 1 " i n di ameter a nd 15" long a r e securely set 11" 

in depth. 
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s 112 of SE 114 of SE 114 1 N. 
SE 114 of S rv 114 of SE 1/4 " 
E 3.24 acres of S 114 of SW 114 of SE 114 " 
S 30.00 acres &f Lot 2 1 s . 
S 30 .00 acres of Lot 3 " 
s 15.00 " tt " 4 " 
1 2 0 • 7 9 tt ft n n n 

E 112 of SV, 114 of NE 114 " 
N 112 of vl 1/4 of Sv l/4 of NE 114 " 
SE 114 of NW 114 of S l 114 of NE 114 " 
N 1/2 of N 112 of S E 114 of 114 " 
1 1/2 of NE 114 of SW 114 of 114 " 
N 21 . 61 acres of Lot 1 " 
N 10 . 00 acres of S 20 . 00 acres of Lot 1 " 
SE 2 . 50 " " SE 10 . 00 " " " n " 
8\ 2 . 50 " " SW 10 . 00 " " n n 

E 112 of Lot 2 " 
E 5 . 00 acres of S ~ 10 . 00 acres of Lo t 2 " 
S 1 I 2 of S 1 1 I 4 of S 'l 1 0 • 0 0 acres of Lo t 2 " 
NW.114 of : 114 of S E 114 of NE 114 " 
N 112 of NE 114 of SW 114 of NE 114 " 
S W 1 I 4 of NE 1 I 4 o f S ~ 1 I 4 of NE 1 I 4 1 s 
. 112 of SE 114 of NE 114 of S 114 of NE 114 " 

.r 114 of SE 114 .o f S l 114 of NE 114 " 
'l 1/2 of NE 1/4 of SE l/4 of S 1/4 of NE 114 " 

N 1/2 of SW 1/4 of SE 1/4 of SW 114 of NE 1 / 4 " 
ID1 114 of SE 1/4 of SE 114 of SW 114 " NE 1/4 " 
N 1/2 of SW 1/4 of S 114 of NE 114 " 
N 112 of S 112 o f S 114 of SW 114 o f NE 114 " 
N v 114 of s ·r 1 14 of NE 1 I 4 " 
s 112 of N 112 of mr 114 of sw 114 " 
SE 1/4 of NE 1/4 of NE 114 of SE 1/4 
N~ 1/4 of SE 1/4 o f NE 114 of SE 1/4 
N 1/2 of SE 114 o f SE 114 of NE 114 of SE 1/4 " 

Part of N 112 of N 1/2 of NW 1/4, described 

as follows: 
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Beginning at a point 763 feet N. 89° 57' E . of corner of 

Sects . 2 , 3, 10, and 11 , T; · l s . R. 3 ' ; thence s . 89° 57 ' w. 
0 

163 .8 feet ; thence s . 82 00' E. 164 feet; thence N. 80.'00 ' E . 

10 feet. All in Sect . 11, T . 1 s ., R . 3 E., area ~ 
Tota 1, 28o;ES" 

FI ELD NOTES OF THAT PART OF THE RES&VATION I NS IDE OF THE 

PROPOSED TO 'lNSI TE OF SULPHUR . 

20 . 00 
10 . 00 

3 . 24 
3 0 . 00 
30 . 00 
15 . 00 
20 . 79 
29 . 00 

5 . 00 
2 . 50 

10 . 00 
5 . 00 

21 . 61 
10 . 00 

2 . 50 
2 . 50 

20 . 81 
5 o00 
1 . 25 
2 . 50 
5 . 00 
2 . 50 
1 . 25 
2 . 50 
1 . 25 
1 . 25 

. 63 
5 . 00 
2 . 50 

10 . 00 
10 . 00 

2 . 50 
2 .60 

1 . 25 

Beginning at a point 1480.5 feet N. 89° 54 ' rv . of correction cor-

22495 
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ner between Secta . 2 and 3 , T. l s ., R. 3 E. on base line; t hence 

south 260 feet; thence west 85 0 feet; thence N. 3° 00' f . 26 0 fe et 

to base line ; thence N. 89° 54' w. on ba se line 248 . ? fe et; t henc e 

south 490 feet ; thence s . 8 2° 00 ' E. 300 fee t; thence N. 8 ? 0 30 ' E. 

636 f eet ; thence S . 0° 30 ' "1. 500 feet; t hence N. 88° 30' ~ . ? 69 fe e t ; 

thence • 1° 30 ' 100 f eet; thenc e N. 88° 30 ' w. 540 feet; t hence 

s . 51° 00 ' w. 526 f eet; thence s . 290 00 ' 1 . 639 feet ; t he nce south 

?04 feet; thence s . 220 00 ' 1. 61 ? feet; thence N. 89° 50 ' w. 65 . 2 

feet ; to townsite boundar y ; thence s . oo 1 ' Cl • 33 0 feet on townsi te 

boundary ; thence N. 89° 50' r. 13 20 feet to Sec t . line 66 0 fee t s . 
1/4 sect . Corner between Sec t s . 3 and 4; thence s . 00 l ' E. between 

Sects . 3 and 4 495 feet; thenc e 8 . 8 9° 50 ' E. 330 fee t; 0 thence s .o 1 ' 

E. 330 feet ; thence 8 . 89° 50' E. 66 0 f eet; thence s . 0° l' E. 495 

feet; thence s . 89° 50' E. 3364 feet; 
0 

thence N. 8 1 5 ' E. ?? 3 feet ; 
0 

thence N. 81 45 ' w. 1?61 . 5 feet; thence N. 8° 15 ' • 1254 feet ; 
0 0 

thence s . 81 45' E. 533 feet; t hence N. 8 15 ' E. 96 3 . ? f eet ; thence 
0 

s . 81° 40 ' E. 1624 f eet; thence s . 8 20 ' • 400 fee t; thence ~ . 81° 

40 ' E. 172 . 5 fe e t to a point on Sect . line 2195 . 3 fee t south 0° l ' E. 

of correc tion corner between Sects . 2 and 3 ; thence N. between 

Sects . 2 and 3 618 . 8 feet; t hen ce N. 4? 0 40 ' w. 535 . 9 f eet; thence 

N. 8° 20 ' E. 292 . 5 feet; thence s . 81° 40 ' E. 353 f ee t t o a poin t 

on Sec t . line be t ween Sects . 2 and 3; t henc e N. 0° 18 • between 

Sects . 2 and 3 986 . 5 feet t o correction corner between Sect s . 2 and 3 ; 

thence N. 89° 54 ' I . on base line 1480 . 5 f t . t o beginning ; all 

in Sec t . 3 , T. 1 . 0., R. 3 E., area 26 1 . 8 acres . 

22495 
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Begi nning at a point 84 . 0 feet s . 89° 54 ' • of s tandard 1/4 

corner in Sect . 34 , T. 1 N., R. 3 E., thence N. 3° 0 ' w. 
94 . 0 f eet; thence N. 46° 00 ' E. 770 . 7 feet to to nsite boundary ; 

thence . • 300 feet on tovms ite line ; thence s . 48° 00' • 541 . 6 

feet; thence s . ~0° 00~ w. 283 . 6 feet to ba se l i ne ; thence s . 

89° 54 ' E. 248 . 7 ft . to beginning . All in Sect . 34 T. 1 N., R. 3 E., 

area 3 .1 a cres. 

Begi nning at a po i nt 3750 feet No . 0° 1' r. of l/4 sect corner 

between Sects . 2 and ll of T. 1 s ., R. 3 ~ .; thence N. 83° 20 ' IT . 

1570 feet ; t hence N. 23° 26 ' w. 1512 . 1 feet to a point on ba se 

line 475 . 4 ft . east of correction corner bet veen Sects . 2 and 3 , 

T. 1 s ., R. 3 L.; thence N. 89° 54 ' w. on ba se line 475 . 4 ft . t o 

corre ction corner between Sects . 2 and 3 , T. L s ., R . 3 ~ .; t hence 

s . 0° 1' E. between Sects . e and 3 , 986 . 5 feet ; t hence S . 81° 

40' E. 196 feet ; thence s . 22° 40 ' E. 1343 feet ; t hence s . 81° 

55 ' 
0 E. 1929 . 8 ft . to a point 2805 feet N. 0 l ' r. of l/4 uect . 

corner bet ~een Sects . 2 and 11 of T. 1 ., R. 3 .; thence 

N. 0° 1' • 945 feet to point of beginning . All i n Se ct . 2 , T. 

1 s ., R. 3 ., area , 66 . 5 acres . 

Beginning at a point 1576 . 5 feet s . 0° 1' E. of correction 

b S t 2 d 3 T 1 S R 3 ~ .,· thence s . 0° corner etween e c s. an , • • , • ..... 

1' E. between Sects. 2 and 3 , 618 . 8 feet ; thenc e s . s1o 40 ' E . 

127.5 feet; thence N. 8° 20 ' E. 454 . 6 feet; thence N. 470 40 ' 

w. 26 5.6 feet to beginning; All i n Sect. 2 , T. 1 s ., R. 3 E., 

area 2.1 acres . 

22496 
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Begi nning at a point 763 feet r . 89° 57 ' E. of corner of 

ects. 2, 3, 10 and 11, T. 1 J ., R 3 ~ .; thence s . ego 57 ' w. 
163.8 feet; thence N. 820 00 ' T. 496 fee t; thence N. e0 00 ' E . 

660 feet; thence s . 82° 00 ' ~ . 660 feet ; thence s . ·8p 00 ' w. 
650 feet to beginning . 

9.98 acres. 

Area , (see notes -
It n " -

" If n -
tt If It -

n It 

n If It -

11 in Sec t . 2 , T., 1 s ., R. 3 "f 
.L l . J 

- - - - - - -- - - - - - 285 . 85 

- - - - - - - - 261 . 8 

- - - - - - - - -- - 3 . 1 

- - - - 66 . 5 

- - - - - - - 2 . 1 

- - - - - - 9 . 98 

Total area 629 . 33 

Ve r respectfully , 

Fr ank c. Churchill 

pecial Ins pe ctor . 

Joseph _ • Taff 

Geolo >ist , U. s . 

area 

Geolo ical Survey . 

( Endorsed) Union Agency Bo. 22495 . Department of the Interior , 
Received Oct .l0,1902 . copy of a report made by Frank C. Chur ch­
ill,Special Inspe c t or, and Joseph A. Taft , geol ogi st of the u.s . 
Geologica l urvey, which rep ort was made under the provisions of 
section 64 of the act of July 1, 1902 , 32 . Stat . 64l , (the Choctaw­
Chickasaw Supplement a l agreement.) wh ich was rati fied by the trtbes 
Sept.25,1902. and a lso under the dire ctions of the Dept. of July 8 , 
1902, rel. to the mat ter of selecting l a nds for a reservation 
at Sulphur Springs in the Chi ckasaw Nat ion, Indian Terr i t ory. 
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Refe r in reply to the f ollowing: 

Land 
58871-1902. 

DEPART. NT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indi an Affa irs, 

fashington , 

October 9 , 1 902 . 

The Honorab le 

The Secret ar y of the Interior . 

S ir~ 

I have t he honor to a cknowledge receipt of Departmenta l 

lett e r of October 3 , 1902 , for warding for co nsi der at ion , rE!'ort 

and recommendation, a copy of a report mad e by ank c. Churc-

hill, Special Inspector , and J oseph • Taft , geologist of the Unit ­

ed States Geologica l Survey, which repor t as made under the pr o­

visions of section 64 of t he a ct of July 1 , 190 2 , 32 o Stat . 641 , 

( the Chocta - Chickas aw upplemental agreement ) hi ch a s rat -

i f i ed by the tr i bes September 25 , 1902 , and also under the directions 

of the Department of Jul 8 , 1902 , relat ive to the matter of sele ct ­

ing l ands f or a reservation at Sul phur Springs in the Chi ckasaw 

Nat ion, Indi an Territory. 

The of f ice has caref ull examined the p l at and a lso the 

report of Inspector Churchill a nd Geologis t Taft . It appear s 

that the gentlemen named found many di fficult ies in running 

lines f or the reservati on which s hould i elude all the aters of 

the creeks and the various mine r a l s prings , a nd at the same time pro ­

tect said waters from contamination , a nd not include any more l and 

22495 
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than was absolutely necessary . The lines outside of the town 

si te of Sulphur proper , while irregula r , f ollow the trend of the 

s t r eam, and are a l ong , a s ne ar l y as possible , subdivision lines . 

Vi thin the t own site the lines do not conform to the subdiv i sion, 

but the of fic e deems that as not material because the 

t own site surveyors can tie to t hese l i nes and the only incon­

veni ence suffered vdll b e the mak i ng of some irregular lots 

and bl oc ks . 

Ther e seems to be no objection to the p lat and to the 

repor t , and the offic e respect f ully recomme nd s that the report 

be approved . 

Attention is invited to the fact that t here is nothing 

wi th the pr esent r ecord s o i n the amount and ~alue of the 

i mprovements withi n the proposed r eserva tion . 

The office assumes t hat the Department ill at once 

take s teps to have such improvements appraised under t he terms of 

said sect i on 64 . 

The three plats hich ~ere informally transmitt ed t o the 

office on Oc t ober 7th are returned here ith . 

• c.v. Htr. 

22495 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient s e rvant , 

A. c. Tonner , 

Acting Commissioner • 
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REGULAT IONS pr ascribed by the Secretary of' the Int erior 

pertaining to th e Sul phur Springs reservat ion in Indian Territory , 

3/14/03 

Section 64 of t he act of Congress approved July 1 , 1902 (32 s tat ., 

641), es tabli shi ng a Government reservation at Sulphur Springs , 

in t he Ch ickasaw Nation , Indian Territory , provides : 

"Until o therwise provided by law , the Secre tary of the In­

terior may , under rules prescribed for that purpose , regulate and 

con t rol t he use of the water of said springs and creeks and the 

tempDrar y use and occupat i on of t he land so ceded . Jo person 

shall occupy any portion of t he land so ceded or carry on any 

business the r eon except as pro vi ded in said r ules . " 

In order to carr y out the provisions of this law , the f ol­

lowing rules and regulations are prescribed : 

Rule 1. The reserva t ion shall be under the i mmedia t e 

ch ar ge and super visi on of a Super i ntendent to be appointed by 

t he Secretary of t he I nterior. 

Rule 2, The Superintendent shall report to the United 

s t a tes Indian I nspect or f or I ndian Territory , and wi l l receive 

his instructions from t he Secre tary of t he Int erior , through 

said Inspector. 

Rule !. The Superintendent is a uthori zed and emp·' ~red 

~ enter into leases, which will not be effective unti+ approved 

by the Secretary of the Interior, covering ba th house s1 tes, at 

an annual rental of not 1e ss than ten t 10.00) dollars per tub 

tor each tub used in any bath house. Sai d annual rent a l s ha ll be 
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payable quarterly in davance , at the office of the Superintendent . 

The leases entered into shall contain a provision reserving the 

right of the Secretary of the Interior to readjust the rental as 

he may deem proper during the continuance of the lease . 

Rule 4. The Superintendent shall make full report and re-
' commendation upon each applic a tion for le ase , a s to the ground 

desired, location of the same , and the area which should be al-

lowed. 

Rule 5 . The le.ssee must agree to erect a bath house upon 

the site selected, in accordance with plans and specifica tions 

which must be approved by the Secretary of the Interior o 

Rule 6. The Superintendent is authorized , with the appro­

val of the Secretary of the Interior, to rent t he b uildins beltong-

ing to the Government upon the reserve. 

ule 7. The Secretary of the Interior may , upon t he recom-

mendation of the Superintendent and the United St ates Im ian 

Inspector for Indian Territory, grant other privileges or permis­

sion for temporary use and occupation of portions of t he reserva t­

ion, upon the payment of a reasonable rental the r efor. 

Rule s. The Superintendent, with the ap proval of the Sec­

retary of the Interior, is authorized to issue suitable rule·s and 

regulations, prescribing requirements as to sanitation, for the 

government of bath houses, the rate of charges for baths, etc. 

91 
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Rule 9 . The Superintendent is directed to see that the 

rules governing s anitation are strictly enforced; that the re­

servation is not encroached upon or occupied by objectionaole per­

sons, and must cause to be posted in conspicuous places prpper 

notices warning all against trespass . 

Rule 10 . If the timber or other property of the Government 

upon the reservation is being destroyed, the Superintendent will 

make immedi ate report to the United St ates Indian Inspector for 

Indian Territory. 

Rule 11 . Inasmuch as the townsite of Sulphur is compr ised 

of land on either side of the reservation , the Superintendent , 

with the ap proval of t he United States I ndian Inspector for I nd­

ian Territor y , is authorized to establish roadways or streets 

across the reserve, at points most convenient and where t he sarna 

will not interfere with the springs, bath houses or i mprovements 

of the Government , and t he Superintendent is authorized and dir ­

ected to keep such roadways or streets open for public use . 

Rule 12. All things not explicitly provided in these reg­

ulations as to the control of the water of the springs and creek s 

upon the reservation, and the temporary use and occupation of the 

lands therein, Shall be done under the direction of the Secretary 
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of the Interior, until otherwise pr ovided by law . 

DEPART1llmT OF THE INTERI OR . 

ashington, D. c., 

----------------' 1903 . 
Approved: 

SECRETARY . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 5973 received March 14, 1903 . Offi ce 
of the u. s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . , ashington , 
March 6, 1903. Secretary . Directs Inspector to submit draft of 
regula~ions governing use of water and temporary use of land in 
Government res ervation at Sulphur . 
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D ~PAr T ]1 , r T 0 F T HE I r T £ R I R . 

ITD 3?16 ,?386-1903 . 
lashing ton . 

United tates Indian Inspector 

ir: 

for the Indian Terri t ary , 

Musk og e e ,, Indian Ter r i tory . 

!HR . 

October 20, 1903 . 

February 28 , 1903 , the Acti ng I ns p ector su bm itted a r e ­

port sh owing the establishment of t h e pro pos e d exterior limits 

o f the town of Sul phur , Ch i ck asaw Nation , I ndi an Terri tory . A 

blue print sho ;v ing such limits is i nclosed . 

Under instructions fro m the Dep artment on farch 2 5 , 1903 

Inspector F r ank C. Churchill r ep orted i n r egard t o t h is ma tter . 

A co p y of t h e Ac ting Commissi oner of I n d i an Aff a irs ' let­

ter of April 9 , 1903 , submi tti rg s a i d r ep orts is inclosed . 

In a communicati on of October 1 , 1903 , relati ve to t he 

Sulphur Springs r eservati on , In~ ector Churchill g ives h is 

vie ws concerning the are a t hat should be anbraced in t he town ­

site of ulphur , and r ecomme11Jis that the land described as 

follows be taken to co nst itute the exterior limits of t e 

to-rnsi te, viz : 

The S/ 2 of se c t i on 34 and S/ 2 o f section 35 , T 1 N., R 

3 E; a ll of s ection 3 , T 1 s ., R 3 ., and the N/2 and the 

s /4 of section 2 , T 1 s ., R 3 E ., le ss that part of t 

tra cts so described a l ready selected for the Sulphur Springs 

reservation. 

The Department concurs in t is recommendation e xcept tha t 
7708 
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t here should be no re servation for townsite pur poses of t ha t 

port i on of the N/2 of s aid s ections 2 and 3 l ying between the 

red lin e f r om A to B marked on tm map i nclos ed he revJi th , 

commen cing at a p oint on t he south bo undary of t he ulphur 

r eservation nor t h of the cen ter of se c t i on 2 , and t he Sulphur 

Spring s re serva t i on . 

You are t he r efor e authorize d t o pr oceed a t once t o have 

chan ge d t he exteri or limit s survey so as to elll.b r a ce only t he 

tracts r e commende d by Insp ec t or Churc h i l l , with t he mod i f ica ­

tion i n dica t e d herein , and to lay out and p la t the townsi te . 

Your parti cu lar a ttenti on is c a l led to the stateme nt of 

In~ector Churchill t at he cons iders it h i ghly important 

t ha t the tovmsite and the r eservati on should be consider ed a s 

to t he r el a t i ons t hat one bears t o the ot he r , especia l ly in 

:tm matter of l ay i ng out the s treet s ; i n f act much depe nds , 

he sta tes , on t h is a s t o t he economical and ut ili t arian 

f e ature s . 

You Will adVise the Commission to the F ive Civi l i zed 

Tri bes not to allo1 any allotment for t he Jan d be t een s a i d 

line, A to B, and the r eservati on , a nd you wi l l at onc e g ive 

not ice to all to whom it may co ncer n , t ha t f rom t he t i me of 

such not ice no ri ghts can be a c quired by occupancy of s a i d 

tracts of land , and a lso tbat the to rnsite ·rill be surveyed 

and platted vTithout r e ference to a ny survey hereto f ore :ma de 

• 

''oa 
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by persons not employed b.y t he Gove rnment . 

· espectful l y , 

' . A. Hi tchcock . 

Secre t ary . 

3 inclosures . 

(Endorsed ) nion ency o . 7703 Re ceived Oct . 26 , 1903 Off ice 
of u •• I ndian I nspector , for I ndian Terr i tory. ~· ashington , ct . 
20, 1903. ecre t a ry .---- ncloses map sho ing l and determine d 
upon to be taken ithi n tol"msi te of ulphur ; should change 
exterior limits a ccordi ngly ; should advi se Da es Commission 
and g iven public notic e t hat no pe r sons can a cqu ir e right of 
occupa ncy to certain t r act mentioned .----



236 

DEPART ME NT OF TH E INT ER IOR 

I.T.D. 8956 -1903 . 
3884-1904. 

WASHI GTON. 

United States Indian Inspector 

May 20 , 1904 . 

for Indian Territory, Muskogee , I .T . 

Sir : 

12191- ;. 

' 

In letters of November 17 , 1903, and .1:ar ch 22 , 1904 , you 

suggested that you be authorized , in having the townsite of 

Sulphur , Chickasaw Nation , survey ed , to have a street 100 feet in 

width laid out around and adjacent to the entire Government 

reservation. You stated in your lett er of November 17 , 1903 , t ba t 

if a street is not so platted , and lots. in the townsite extended 

to the reservation line , in a large number of instances the out -

buildings and rear of houses would be adjacent to the reserva -

tion, which muld be very undesirable , and in cases where i mprove ­

ments faced the reservat ion, the r e would be no outlet unless a 

street was l a id out inside of the reservation for the use of the 

general public . You were of t he opinion tha t if a street wa s 

platted as suggested it would necessarily interfere with improve ­

ments in some case s and the owners of such improvements would 

undoubtedly protest agains t the laying out of such street and 

would seriously object to such ac tion , but you conc luded th<· t a 

street as indica ted should be platted , nev rless. 

Doubtless in this stat~ment as to improvements , you had 

reference to tha t portion of the townsite whi ch is to form a 

portion of the reservation, as provided in the act of April 21 , 

1904 (Public No .l25). A street, therefore, a round this portion 

i628 
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of the r e servation would not interfere with the improvements to 

any great exten~ . 

Reporting in the matter December ? , 1903 , the Acting Commis­

sioner of Indian Affair s stated that the reservat ion lines "as at 

pr esent laid down" in some instances approa ch so closely to 

existing mineral springs , that to lay out a street such as is sug­

ge s ted by you within the reservation lines , would bring them too 

c lose to these springs; that consequently , t he only resort is to 

lay out a stre et outside t he reservation lines . The Act ing 

Commissioner , ho wever , co ncurs generally in your r e commendat ion . 

The Department consid ers it advisable to have a street laid 

out as proposed by you , outside of t he res ervation , and you are 

authorized to plat such a street , unle ss some objection appears , 

not knoWn. to the Department . 

Copies of Indian Office let ters of December ? , 1903 , and 

May 11 , 1904 , in regard to this matter , are i nclos ed . 

Re spectfully, 

E. A. Hit chcock, 

2 inc losures . Secretar y . 

( Endorsed) Union Agency No . 9628 . Received May 2? , 1904 . 0ffi ce of u.s . 
I nd i an Inspe ctor f or Indian Territory. Washington , May 20 , 1904 . 
Secretary----Authorized to plat a street j ust outside and adjacent 
t o Government reservation a t Sulphur , Chickasaw Na tion . 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

WASHI NGTON . 
I.T.D. 3852-1904. May 16 , 1904 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , ~uskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

12191- B 

Calling attention to your lett er of April 12 , 1904 , submitting 

voucher f or t'raveling expenses in favor of Arthur w. Hefley , Cha ir­

man of the Chickasaw Townsite Commission , in the sum of $15 . 68 , 

evidencing t he payment of his t ransportation from Downs , Kansas , 

to Ardmor e , Indian Terr itor y , there is inclosed herewi th copy of a 

repor t from the Indian Office , of May 10, 1904 , in the matter , 

in which the Acting Commissioner of Ind i an Affairs recommends that 

you be directed to adv ise Mr . Hefley that as he was furloughed a nd 

not on duty at the time this expense was incurred , he is not entit ­

led to pay for t he travel incident to his trip to Kansas and return . 

'he Depart ment concurs in the views of the Acting Commissioner , 

and you are directed t o advise Mr . Hefley a ccordingly . 

1 inclosure. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Rayn , 

Ac ting Secreta ry . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 9605 . Re ceived . 1ay 23 , l904 . 0ffi ce of 
u.s . India n Inspe c t or f or Indian Territory. Washington , ayl6 , l904 . 
Secretary----Holds travel ing expenses of A. W.Hefley, Chairman Chick­
asaw Townsite Commission , f rom Downs,Kansas, to Ardmore , while on 
furlough cannot be allowed. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

V?ASHINGTON . 
I.T.D. 5550-1904. J"uly 12 , 1904 . 

United States Ind. ian Insp ector 

far Indian Territory , Muskogee , I . T. 

S ir: 

With the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affair 's letter of 

July?, 1904 , the Department received your report of J"une 25 , 1904, 

relative to a request b Mr . Sidney Suggs , President of the 

Chamber of Commerce, Ardmore , Indian Territory , to the Department, 

that the time for making payment on town lots at the to nsite of 

Ardmore , Choctaw Na tion , due in July , be ex~ended until ovember 

15, 1904 . 

Referring to department a l letter of September 2? , 1901 , in 

which it was held that until such time as the proper authorities 

of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na tions have t aken appropriate steps 

to have a forfeiture declared where pa yments have not been made ~hen 

due on town lots, the United States Indian Agent , Union gency , 

is at libert y to and should a ccept and place to the credit of the 

Na tions the amount tendered in payment for any l ot or lots in any 

of the towns in said Nations , when the amount so tendered is the 

amount due, you recommend that Mr . Suggs be advised that the De ­

partment has no authority to make any ruling contrary to t he pro­

visions of the agreement with said Nations~ and that the Department 

expects that payments shall be made for these lots at the earliest 

possible date, and if they are not made before November 15th next , 
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further action will be t aken in reference thereto . 

The Acting Commis sioner quotes from the law overnin the 

payment for town lots in said nations , and states t hat , wh ile it 

appears that if payment is tendered af ter it be comes due , and 

before any proceedings have been t aken by the Nations looking to 

have a for f eiture declare d , the Agent would have a uthority to 

accept the money , as the law provides t ha t a failure f or sixty 

days to make any one payment shall be a "for feiture of a ll payments 

made and o f all right s under the contra c t , " he does not concur in 

your recommendation that • Suggs be advised that lot purchasers 

will be expected to make pa yment on or before ovember 15th next , 

as t hat will be extending the time i n which the la w directs t he 

payment sha ll be made . He recommends , however , t hat t h e party 

be advised that lot owners will be expected to make payment f or 

lots as they become due . 

The Department concurs i n the vie s of the Actin Commis s ioner 

and you will so advise all parties in i nterest , calling their 

attention, however , to the rulin of the Department of September 

27 , 1901 . 

A copy of the .Act ing Commissioner ' s le tter is inclosed . 

Re s pectfully , 

Thos. Ryan , 

1 inclosure. Act i ng Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union a gency No. 9895.Re ce ived . Jul . l9 , 1904 . 0ffi ce of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory • . lashington , July 12,1904. 
Secretary----Relative to request of Sidney Suggs, that time for 
making payment on lots i n Ardmore be extended; holds payments 
should be made when due. 
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DEPAR'll:'iENT OF TIIE INTERIOR, 
iashington . 

1219 -D 

I . T . D. 9200-1906 . May 25 , 1906 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

f or Indian Terri tory , .uskogee , Ind . T . 

ir: 

On Aprtl 24, 1906 , you transmitted a pet ition for depart-

mental c ons i derat ion in the matter of the i ssuance of bonds 

for the city of rdmore , Ch ickasaw a t ion , Ind . T., in t he sum 

of 35 , 000 for school purpos es , '35 , 000 for rate r rorks , and 

50 , 000 for sewers . 

T.he issuance of t hese bonds is r equested under the provi­

sions of section 55 of t he supplemental agreement i th t he Choc:­

·taw and Ch ickasaw nations ratified by the a ct of July 1 , 1902 

(32 Stat ., 641} . 

From the record submitted it appears that rdmore i s a 

municipal corpo r at ion wi th a p opulation, according to t he las t 

census, of 14,986 people , of hich 2 , 300 a r e wit h i n the schol-

astic age . 

The value of the t axable prope r ty , accordi ng to the l:ast 

assessment for the purpose of taxation , is r. 3 , 649 . 576 . Ardmore 

has heretofore issued bonds in the sum of <iP175,000 prior to t hat 

time hen under the law too approv al of the Secretary of the 

Interior became necessary. This e a rly issue of bonds , together 

With the proposed issue of 120,000 bonds , g-ill make a total 

bonded indebtedness of ~295 1 000. 

14265 
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T.he interest upon a bond issue of \?295 ,000 at 5 per cent 

per annum 1ould amount to $14, 750; a tax of 5 mills on the do l­

l ar of the valuation of the taxable prope rty , which is shown to 

be p3 , 649 , 576 , would provide a revenue of ~18 , 247 .88 . Thus it 

appears the amount of b ond s desired to be issued by the city 

of Ardmore comes within the usual limitations in c a s e s of this 

character . 

Mr . John D. Benedi ct , vmo i nvesti gated the c ondit i ons in 

this to n in reference· t o s c hools , r e commends t.ha t the proposed 

bond is sue be approved . 

You state that you belieye the city of rdmore is amply 

able to c are for t he proposed bond issue , and as tmre is no 

doubt as to the necessity for the public i mprovements desired , 

you r e cornme nd t t t he i ssu anc e of bonds by t he city or (S ic) 

Ardmore , in t he sum of '1 20 , 000 , for t he pur poses stated , be ap ­

prov e d . 

There are transmitte d wi th t he papers various prot e sts of 

the. Indian Home eal ty Company , of Ardmore , I nd . T., r el ative 

to the a c tion of the town authorities in accepti ng tm bid of 

!!ason, Le is & company for the bonds . It is cla i med tha t the 

bid of too Indian Home e al ty Company was 616 . 10 higher tha n 

tba t of t m bid of Mason , Lewis & Company . 

The Departi!Ien t is requested to t ake no u ction rela tive to 

the approva l of this bond issue , in Vie of this act of t he 

town authorities . 

Reporting May 19 , 1906, tbe Indian ffice st tes that it 

believes it is not part of too duty of tre Department to d ecide 

14265 
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whic h , i f eit her, o f the bids shall be accepted . There were 

ei ght co mpetitors for the bonds , and t he duty of rejecting or 

accepting any of tm bids is vested in the au thoriti es of the 

town o f Ardmore • I t co nc urs in your r ec omme ndati on t h a t t h is 

issue of b onds be · a pprove d . A copy of its le t t e r is inclosed . 

The De partment co nsiders t ha t this town is amp ly able to 

t ake care o f t .be tot a l inde b tedness of ;295 , 000 . rrbe action 

t ak en by the tom author ities i n r egard to t he a cceptance of the 

bi ds upon the bonds is clearly beyond the jurisdiction of the 

Dep artmen t • The epartment ha s hereto f ore held tha t it is not 

called upon to pass on t he lega1i ty of each and every step t ha t 

has been or may hereaf t er be t a ken b y a town to ca r r y out i ts 

desir e to i ssue bonds . It is to determine what ma y and ha t 

may not be done , a nd n ot the manner of doing it . 

It app e ars t ha t t e he al th and gro .th of this ton demand 

the i ssuan ce of these bonds . a id issue of bonds in t he sum of 

~ · 1 20 , 000 by t he town of Ardmor e , I nd . T., i s hereby ap prov ed . 

Re spe c tfu1ly , 

Jesse ... , • . il son 

Assist~ t Se ere t ary . 
1 i n clos ure. 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . 14265 Re ceived May 31 , 1906 ffice of 
U. S .Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Terri to ry; ashing~on , . C. Lay 25 , 
1906 Secretary.----Approves borrl issue in sum of .:,?120 , 000 · 
by city of Ardmor e , I . T. for ·school s , later'lf rorks and se ers . ----
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usk og e~ , I ndian Terri tor y , 
ovemb er 15 , 1905 . 

The Honor abl e , 

The Secre t ary of t he Interi or . 

Sir: 

Referri ng to Departmenta l l et t er of October 23 , 1905 , 

(I. T. D. 12?86 , 13540 , 13?80-1905 ), se t t i ng aside fo r townsi te 

purpose s at ~ ill Creek , Chickasaw ati on , Indian Terri to r y , i n 

a cc or dan ce i th t he terms of t he Act of Congr ess approved 1\ay 

31, 1900 {31 St a t ., 221) , the 

E/2 of t he / 2 of t he / 4 of ecti on ? ; 
S 18 . ?? a cres of Lot ? , of e c t i on 6 , 
Township 2 south, Range 5 e as t ; 

i /2 of the SE/4 of t he SE/ 4 of Se c t i on 1 , 
Tovnship 2 south, Range 4 eas t ; 

t he department , in r eferenc e to t he exe cution of an allotment 

pat ent to · Bel l e Frost f' or a port i on of the above des cr ibed land , 

stated a s fol l ows : 

" On Oct ober 12 , 1905 , you r epor ted that Choc taw- Chickasaw 

allotme nt pat ent i n fav or of Bel l e Fr ost fo r the /2 of t he 

m / 4 of ecti on '7 , Township 2 south, ange 5 eas t , had been 

executed by t he Princ ipa l Chief of the Choc t aw Nat i on and the 

Governor of the Chi ck asaw Nati on and was transmi t ted f or Department-

al approva l Oc tob e r 4 , 1905. 

Vi th Indian Off ic e let ter of Octobe r 18 , 1905 , t h i s p:3. t ent 

was r e ceived and it has been re t ur ned t o t he I ndi an Office f or 

1 ts file s. You are aut hor ized to prepar e a pa t ent fo r t he r emainder 

of t he l and embra ced i n t he allot~nt of Belle Fr os t a nd h ave i t 

863. 
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execute d by the chief executive of the said nations . n 

I have to r equest that this office be advised if the language 

"this patent Ias r e ceived and i t has been r eturned to t he 

Indian Office for is (S ic) files" is to be co nstrued as the 

cancellati on of Choctaw-Ohichasaw allotmen t patent No . 2748 , 

issued in t he name af Bell Frost , in order that such can cellat ion 

may be made upon t be r ecords of t his office and t ·he c hief exe cu­

tive of tbe Choctaw and Chi ckasaw ati ons be advi sed t1~t the 

patent has been cancelled by the Department . 

I made t h i s inquiry for the reason that it has hereto fore 

be en tre pr a ct i ce of the Commission to the Five Civi lized Tribes 

and myself , in cases in which i t is desir ed that executed allot­

ment pa t ents be cancelled , to re quest the Department for authority 

to have such action taken , and i n t.be vent that such authority 

is given t.be patents have heen transmi t .ted to the chief executive 

of the Nat ion exe cu t i ng the same for cancellation by im, after 

which he has r eturned them t o this office f or transmissi on to t he 

Dep artment . · If it is the intention of t he epartment to change 

this pr a ctice , I ha ve to re quest t hat I be sp cifi cally advis e d 

i n the premi ses . 

espe etfully , 

Commissioner . 

Through the 
Commissi one r of I ndian Affairs . 

863. 
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WPmTI T ~ T~ IM7 IO , 

, a shing ton . 

United States Indian In~ector 

for Indian Terri tory , Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

12192- B 

February 23, 1906 . 

On February 6 , 1906 , you transmi tted a pe tition p r esented 

by the :rm.yor of the to n of Roff , Chickasaw Na tion ,. Ind . T., 

requesting departmental approval of tbe issuance by the said 

town of bonds in t he sum of $ 25 , 000 for t he purpose of d efray­

ing the cost of waterworks . 

The papers submitted shoT that Roff , Ind . T., is a munici­

pal corpor ati on ith a populat ion numbering; 1 , 745 peo ple ; tbat 

the v alue of the taxable pr orerty , according to the last assess -

men.t, is, '390 , 000 . 

You request the Department to approV?e the issuance of these 

bonds under section 55 of t re supplemental agreement with the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nations rati fied by the ac t of Congress 

approved July 1 , 1902 (32 Stat ., 641). 

Too Department is g uided as to the proper ratio of i ndeb t­

edne ss to tre assessed valuat ion by section 1 o:f the act of May 

19,1902, limiting the amount of lx>nds that may be issued by 

towns ha ving a popul ation of 2 , 000 or more . It provides as 

follows: 

ttSuch bonds not to exceed an anount the interest on which 

at 5 percentum per annum would be liquidated by a tax of 5 mills 

on t~ dollar of t he valuation of the taxable property in such 

13490 
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town, to be ascertai ned by the last as sessment for t.he pur pos e 

of taxation . " 

These l i mitations would not appl y to Roff , as the popul a ­

tion is l e ss than 2 , 000 people , but it appears that the inter­

est on r25 , 000 at 5 percentum per annum v.ould be <J>l , 250 . The 

tax of 5 mi lls on the dollar on the taxable property of Roff 

at its assessed valuat ion would be ~1 , 950 , shoWing that the 

town is ab1e to carry this indebtedness . 

It appears that the citizens of Rof f passed upon the is sue 

of t.he se bonds at a. special election December 4 , 1905 , conform­

ing to t he pr oVi si ons of the act of arch 4 , 1898 . 

You c onsider that the town of Rof'f is amply able to care 

for too proposed oond issue and that there is no doubt as to 

the necessi ty for the ater ·-o rks de sired . 

the issuanc e of these oonds be approved . 

You r ec anmend that 

Reporting February 17 , 190 6 , the Indian Office concurs in 

your recommendati on. A copy of its letter is inclosed . 

The Department conside rs t ha. t there is a ne cessity for the 

improvements desired . The issuan ce of the s e bonds n t off , Indi an 

Territory., i n the sum of <iP 25 , 000 for the constru ction of water­

works is here by approved . 

1 inc~osure. 

Re spe c tfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Firs t Assistan t Secre tary . 

(Endorse d ) Union Agency o .l3490 Re cei ved Mar . l , l 906 Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Ind. Terry . ash i :r.g ton , Fe b . 23 , 1906 . ecre tary---­
Appra¥es issu an ce of bom s i n sum of 25,000 b y town of Rof f , f or 
purpose of constructing wa terworks .----
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W AS HI N G T 0 N. 

I . T . D. 4352-1906 . March 17 , 1906 . 

Un ited States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory, Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

2192-C 

On March 6, 1906, you submitte d a report in the matter of 

the petition of the town of Chickasha , Chickasaw Nation , Ind . 

T., requesting the appro-wal of an issuance of bonds by s a id 

t ·own, in the sum of $60,000, for the construct ion of waterworks 

and sewarage system. 

Chickasha is a thriving municipal eorporation, hav ing a 

population of 6 , 917 . The valuation af its taxable propert y , a s 

placed by the last assessment for the purpose of taxation , is 

$2 , 575 , 376 . 

The indebtedness of Chickasha consist s of $65 ,000 in bonds, 

i s sued prior to the time the Secretary of the Interior was re­

quired by law to approve bond issues, a nd an issuance of bonds 

in the sum of $90
1

000 approved by the Department October 29, 

1903 , making a total of $155 , 000 . The $60,000 in bonds now pro­

posed to be issued , added to the $155 , 000 he retof ore issued , 

would amount to $215 , 000 . 

Applying the rule laid down in section 1 of the act of Ma y 

19 , 1902 (32 Stat ., 200) , limiting the issue of b onds by towns 

having a popul~tion of 2 , 000 or over , it will be observed that 

13656 
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the interest on $215 , 000 at 5 per cent per annum will amount to 

$1,075. A tax of 5 mills on the a ssessed valua t ion of the tax­

able property, $2 , 5?5 ,3?6 , will provide a re~enue of $12,8?6.88, 

which is ample to meet the interest on the bond issue. 

The proceeds of the porposed is sue of bonds are to be de­

voted to the extension and development of the water and sewer 

system already established . 

You s tate that you believe the tuwn of Chickasha is amply 

able to care for the increased indebtedness and that there is 

no doubt as to the neces s ity for the publi c improvements de­

sired. You recommend the ap proval of the petit ion. 

Reporting March 13, 1906 , the Indian Office concurs in your 

recommendation . A copy of its letter is inclosed. 

The issue of bonds by the town of Chickasha i n the sum of 

$65,000, for the purpose of constructing wa terworks and s ewers , 

is hereby approved . 

1 inclosure. 

Re spectfully , 

Thos. Ryan 

First Assistant Secretar y . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. l3656 . Received Mar.l9,1906.0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. Washingt on, Ma rch 17,1906. 
Secretary-----Approv es issuance of bond in the sum of $60,000 by 
the town of Chickasha , Chickasaw Nation , I.T., f ar t he construction 
of water-works and sewerage system. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W A S H I N G T 0 N . 

I . T .D. l5?92-1906 . September 13 , 1906 . 

Uni ted States Indian Inspector 

for India n Terri t ory , Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

12192-

On August 15 , 1905 , you transmitted an application by the 

mayor and town council of the town of Madill , Ind . T., requesting 

the Department to approve the issuance of bonds by said t own 

in the sum of $40 , 000 , f or the construction of waterworks . 

Authority for the issuance of these bonds is requested under 

section 55 of the s upp l emental a greement with the Choct a w and Chick­

asaw nations ratified by the a ct of July 1 , 1902 (32 Stat ., 641) . 

From the record submitted it appears that Madill is a 

muni cipal corporat ion with a population,. ac cording to t he last 

school census , of 2 , 013 people . The valuat ion of the taxable 

property , according to the last assessment f or the purpose of 

taxat i on , is $612 , 904 . The town does not appear to have any 

i ndebtedness . 

Applying the rule laid down in section 1 of the act of 

May 19 1902 it is shown that the interest on a bond issue , ' 
of $40 , 000 , at 5 percentum per annum, would amount t o 2 , 000; 

a tax of 5 mills on the dollar of the va luation of the t axable 

property , which is , as shown by the papers submi t ted , $612 , 904 , 

would provide a renenue of $3 , 064 . 52 , which is ample to care for 

the bond issue . 

You state that vou have carefully considered the mat t er , 

15320 
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and inasmuc h as there is no doubt as t o the neces s ity for the 

public i mprovements desired , and the town i s amp l y ab l e t o care 

for the i ndebtedness to be as s umed , you recommend t he approval 

of the bond i s suance . 

Reporting September 11 , 1906 , the Indian Of f i ce concur s in 

your recommendation . A copy of its letter is inclosed . 

The re cord clearly shows that Madill is well able t o sup ­

port an i ndebtedne s s of the amount desired to be incurred and 

that t here i s a neces sity for the public improvements des ired . 

Author i ty i s hereby granted for the issuance of bonds for the 

construction of waterworks by the town of Madill , Ind . T., in 

~he sum of $40 , 000 . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan, 

1 inclosure . Acti ng Secretary . 

( Endorsed ) Union Agency No . l5320 . Received September 20 , 1906 . 0ffice 
of u. s . Indian Inspe ctor for India n Territory . Washington , D. C. Sep . 
13,1906 . Secretary---- - Approves bond is sue for $40 , 000 for construc­
tion of waterwor ks by town of Madill , Ind . T. 
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May 17, 1907 

Ul ITED ST1 ... T .,., F . i'R I A ) 
(SS 

IIIDIA TE RI T ) 

I , J . Ge or ge .1 ri ght , Uni ted s tates Indian Inspector f or 

t he Indian Territor y , do hereby cerify ( ic) t hat t he f orecoing (Sic) 

i s a full true and correct copy of a communication addressed to 

and re ceived by me as such United t a te s Ind i an Inspe ctor fr om 

the depart nent of the Interior of the United St a tes , .lashington , 

D. c., under date of eptember 13th , 1906 , re l a tive to the a ppro­

val by the secre t ary o f the Interior of the Uni ted States of the 

issuance by the city of .. adill , hick i saw Nat ion Indi an Terr itor y , 

of i ts negotiable bonds in the sum of ~40 , 000 f or the constr uction 

of wate r work s . 

I do futher (Sic) certify t hat the or i g i nal of the sa i d 

communication is on f i le in my of i ce . 

(Si gned) J . Geo . ,iri gh t , 
Un ited St a tes Indian Insp . 

Certifi ed t o under before e 
this the 14th day of September , ~ . ., l 06 . 

( i gned) Lyman ! . Lane , 
Not ary ubli c 

My Commi ssion xpi res c t . 22 , 1906 . 

(Endorsed) Un ion gency # 64 S Receiv~d ay 17 , 1907 . O~f ice 
of u.s . Indian Ins pector for Indian T!rr1tor y . klaho a 1ty , 
May 15 , 1907 . R. J . dwards .-- - --~ - Lnc1osed copy 0 ~ept . ~tter 
of Sept 13 19 6 app rovi ng bond 1s sue by town of .adll1 , I . l o 
for '!ii40 : ooo : and ~aks that s ame be authenticated. 
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C. • B a s h a r a , 

E R A L 
~·y Sto ck 

e aler in 

·.T E R \l; •. R 
l ways Fr e sh . 

Tut t le , kl a . 

N D I S E 

May 23 , 1907 . 

Mr . D. • · elsey 

Indian gen t , 

r.uskogee , I . T. 

De ar Sir: -

121 92-F 

erry and ough ton ha ve been bother i n s us a bou t t his 

town site t he y ha ve f iled an in junc tion aga ins t it and we wan t 

to know i f we a re go i ng t o ge t an y prot ecti on f rom t he gover nment 

as that i s Who we bought our pr opert y from. 

P le ase le t us know in re gard t o t his ma tter o 

;,;e wou ld like an an s wer as soon a s possib l e . Thank ing 

you in advan ce f or infor ma t i on , 

Yours Res pct , 

C. . Bashara 

{ End~sed ) Union Agency # 64196 Received ay 28 , 1907 . ff ice 
of u.s . Indi an In s pe ctor for I ndian Ter r itory . ay 23 , c . • 
Bashara , Tuttle , I . T., t ates an in juncti on has bee n f il ed on t hat 
townsite and ask s f or protection from Gov ' t . 

,<;_ 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washi ngton . 

Mr.J.George Wright , 

U.S . Indi an Inspector , 

Musco!!;ee , Indian Terri tory. 

Sir; 

March 4 , 1899. 

12200-_._ 

The Department is in receipt of your letter of the 17th 
ultimoi inclosin~ a communication from Mr .Alex. Rennie Jr 
Speci a National Agent of the Chickasaw National Gove~me~ t au­
thorized by t he Governor of sai d Nation to collect taxes du~ the 
Nation from non- citizen merchants , where i n he submi ts a list of 
non-citizen merchants doin~ business in t .be Chickasaw Nati on ho 
refuse to compl y with the .law of said Nation taXi~ all non- cit i zen 
trade r s one per cent on their capital stock. I t appears from 

the alle~ations of Mr . Rennie that many of the parties nam d 

in his communication have been in business in sai Nation an 

have a l wa ys hi t herto complied w.ith the law , but some of them have 

not pa i d s ai d taxes for one year , declining to do so upon le~al 

aivice, and requests that action be taken by tbe Indian Inspector 

for t he I n dian Terr i tory to enfor ce payment . You request to be 

advised wh e ther non- resi dents doin~ business in towns in the Chic­

kasaw Nati on can be required to pay sai d tax after the tovm lots 

have been appraised and disposed of unde r the pr ovi sions of the 

Tarious a t!;r eemen ts . 

The Commissi oner of I ndi an Affai rs i n forwardi~ sa i d 

communicati on expresses the opinion t hat sai d Nati on has t he ri~ht 

to i mpose s ai d t axe s upon t he non- citizens engaged in busine s s in 

the s ai d Nati on , an d that vmile " t his Off i ce cannot undertake to 

a.et as t ax-collector f or t he Chi ck asaw Nat i on , it may, with t he 

approval of t he Secr e t ar y of t he I n terior authorize and di rect t he 

ztemoval of a ll non-citi zens who r efuse to c ampl y with t he just 
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ani equitable conditions impo se upon them under the laws of the 

Nation." The Commissioner therefore recommen s that he be 

ins true ted to authorize Inspector Yri~h t to direct At;en t asdom 

to remove from the Chickasaw Nation such non-citizens vnthin that 

Nation, who refuse to c omply w.ith the law thereof , imposin~ a tax 

upon them for the privile~e of e~a~n~ in business within the 

Nation. He further states that "this question has in previous 

years been brought to the attention of this Offi ce and the mer­

chants have been compelled to pay th tax, or suffer removal ." 

By 'tile provisions of tbe a~eement set out in secti on 

29 ot the Ac t of Congress approved June 28th ,l898 (30 Stats .,495) , 

the tribal ~ove mment of the Chickasaw a ti on is continue for the 

period of ei ~ht {8) years , except as specifically modifie in sai 

a~reement. Prior to t he passage of s ai Act said Nation unques-

tionably had the right to prescribe the tenns upon hich non- res-

iients should*> rosiness insai Nation . Said Act of Congress 

iii not take away that ri ht and the recommendation of t ~ Com­

missioner of Indian Affairs is~ t h erefore , concurre in by the 

Department , and you will according ly adVise tm Indian A~ent to 

notify the parties r efusi~ to pay the permit tax , duly levie by 

said Nation, thl t they wi 11 be subject to rem oval , under the pro­

visions of section 2149, Revised Statutes . 

The papers submitted i th your said letter are he rewith 

returned, tot!;e t her wit h a copy of the report of t he Commissioner 

of InQian Affairs above r eferred to. 

Respe ctfully, 

Thos.Ryan. 
Acti~ Se cretary . 

Ini. Ter. DiT • 
510-1899 
3 Inclosures • 

. , 
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(Eniorsed ) Union Agen~ No.27 Received Mar . ll,l899 Office of u.s. 
Iniian Inspector for Indian Territory. ~ashington , [arch 4,1899. 
Secretary.----Agent to notify non-citizen merchants, Chickasaw 
Nation, who fail to pay t axes , to remove from the Nation . 
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Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDI.AN AFFAIRS , 

ashington, February 25 ,1899. 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir; 

Enclose , herewith , is a report of February 17,1899, from 

Inspector ¥right transmitti ng a communication to him from Mr . 

Alexander Rennie , Spe cial Nati onal A~ent of the Chickasaw Nation 

whose duties are to collect taxes due the nation from non-ci tizen 

merchants, wherein Mr . Rennie submits a list of non-citizen merch­

ants doi~ business in the Chickasaw Nation ho refuse to comply 

with the law of said nation taxi~ all non-citizen traders one per 

~entum on thei r capital stock, with the statement t hat many of 

t he parties mentioned in said list have been in business in the 

Chickasaw Nat ion and have always compl ied w.ith the . laws wh ich 

several have not obeyed for a year . Mr . Rennie also states that 

the traders all claim that their lawyers advise them that they 

cannot be molested for not paying , and they will refuse to pay 

until compelled to •o so. In co nnection with this letter Inspect­

or Wri~ht transmits a copy of the opinion of the Assistant At torney 

General of October 12,1893, where in it was hel that the Creek 

Nation had the ri~ht to levy a tax on lawyers residi~ within 

that nation ani practici~ before the United States courts for 

the Indian Territory. Inspector Vri~ht also states that the 

., 
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question has been submitted whether t.be se. 

merchant ani other t axes imposed by the laws of the Choctaw ani 

Chickas aw nations upon non- citizens residi~ within the limits ot 

towns i n di fferent nat i ons can be properly le vie after town l ots 

have been appraised and disposed of under the provisions of the 

Tarious agreemen ts . He requests t hat he be advised i n reference to 

t he se matters , an especially in the present case , if proper action 

shall be taken by his office to enfor ce t he payment of taxes assessei 

by t he vari ous nat ions , in which event he su ggests that the Indian 

~ent could be directed to close the business places of those 

refusing to pay by stationing Indian policemen ·at such places 

until su ch time as they are willing to comply With the tribal laws . 

As the matter is vie we a by this off ice a t the pre sent time , an 

as it has always been regar ed , t here appears to be no doubt as to 

the r il!;ht of t he I n ian Nation to i mpose t hese taxes on t h e Jon­

citizens en~agin~ i n business wi thin such nation. This is e spec ially 

so in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations , where in the treaty of 1866 

provides that non- citizens engaging in trading in said nations shall 

obtain permits t he refor before licenses may be granted to them for 

t he pur pose . These permi ts can be obtained on such conditions a s 

the nat i ons themse l ves may establish, and as in the Chickasaw Nation 

the condit i on i s that one pe r cent t ax shal l be pa ii , t he right of 

the traiers i n tha t nation is dependent upon the payment of said 

one per cent. 

At the same time , this office cannot undertake to act as tax 
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collector for the Chickasaw Nation, but it may, with t he approval 

ot the Secretary of t he Interior authorize and direc t t he removal 

of all non-citizen merchants who refuse to comply With t he just 

ani equitable condit i ons imposed upon t hem under the laws of the 

nation, see Section 2~49~ Revised Statutes . 

I have the honor, t herefore , to recommend t hat this office be 

instructe l to authorize Inspector ~right to direct Agent vi sdom to 

remove from t he Chickasaw Nation such non-citizen traders wi thin 

the nation. 

This question has in previous years been brought to the atten­

tion ot this office, an the merchants have been compelled to pay 

the tax, or suffer removal. Th! conditions in the nation no are 

not Gifferent from thos e existing at the time this acti on was 

taken, and i t is tho~ht tbat the ve~nt should take proper 

steps to compel a compliance it h the laws in force ~overnin~ 

t~ subject. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obe ient servant , 

A. C. Tonner, 
Acti ~ Commissi oner . 



Mr. A. Rennie , Jr ., 

Pauls Valley , I . T. 

Dear S ir:-

Union Agency , 

Mus cogee , I . T., 

pril l.Oth , 1899 . 

Your letter addressed to Mr. J . Blair Shoenfeldt , vho has 

been appo inted my successor , has been received . Mr . Shoe nfe ld t 

has not yet arrived to take charge of this agency . 

In re gard to the several traders in the Chi ckasaw Nat ion , 

whom you re ported heretofore as not complyi ng with the l3. w in 

regard to the payment of taxes , I ill say , that I have g iven 

notice to all such parties , 18 in number , and have r e ceived 

letters fro m several of them in hich they state it as their 

purpose to comply with tm l aw and pay you the tax whenever c alled 

on. I believe fully one balf of the 18 reported by you have 

answered tha t they were illing to settle With you a ccording to 

law. Should the others f ail to respond ithin a few days , I 

have no doubt appropriate a c t ion v- ill be taken by this office i th 

a view to en forcing the law. 

Approved; 
J. Geo. 

u. s . 
(Endorsed} 
Letter 50. 

right, 

Very respectfully , 
D. M. fisdom, 

u. s . I ndian Agent. 

Indian Inspector, 
Union Agency -Musk~ee,Oklahcma.Press book No . 2-



Mr. M. L. Henderson , 

Antioch , I . T •. 

Dear Sir :-

Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T. 

April 24 , 1899 . 

2.2200-B 

Yours received in which you state that the Indian t ax col­

lector is at your place trying to collect taxes , but you say you 

do not s e e f i t to pay the m and you do not consider you owe t hem 

anything. 

You furth e r state , if I want to remove you from the terri ­

tory, just to get myself ready and put you out . 

I a ccept your proposition , belie vi ng t hat i t is made in 

good faith , and just as soon as I c an get ready it will afford 

me g reat plea sure to evict you from the country. 

The Int e rior Dep artment has decided t hat t raders doing 

business i n the Terri tory shall pay taxes a ccord i ng to Chi ckasaw 

l aw, an t he amount of g oods i nt r oduced by them . I have no time 

to argue the ques tion and will leave the mat ter to be disposed of 

as you suggest. 

Approved; 

J. Geo. r ight , 
u . s .Indian Inspector. 

Very r espe c tfully , 

D. M. isdom, 

u . s . Indi a n Agent. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency- Muskogee ,Oklahoma. Press book no . 2--­
le tter 201. 



Mr. J a mes T. Jones , 

auls Valley , I . T. 

Sir:-

1 2200- C 

Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., June 8th, l 899 . 

You have again been reported as refusing to pay the licensed 

trader 's tax · osed up on all non- citizens doing mercantile 

business in the Chic asau rati on , and that you have not only 

r e fused to ay said tax but have been i nstrumental i n inducing 

other merchants in Pauls Valley to refuse to pay the l i censed 

trader's tax ; also tba t you called a meeting of the aulsValley 

merchants and urged them to refuse to comply with the larr and 

that by r eason o:r your influenc e in this matter , the special 

agent has been unable to collect the tax at Pauls Valley. 

You are therefore again notified that t he Department a: the 

Interi or .has held that s aid tax i s la 1ful and that said nation 

has t he r i ght to l e vy and collac t the same f rom non- citizens 

enga ged i n business in said nation and that all such · non- c i tizens 

the r e i n Tho r efuse or fail to comply ith the la , are subject 

to r emov al as intruders in the Indian country , under the provi ­

sions of section 2149 , evised tatutes of the United tates . 

I t would seam , that in as much as you are permitted to do 

' busines s in the Chic kasa ation , t hat you ould comply \nth the 

·la 11 and conduc t yourself as a la 1 abiding citi zen , and not pu t 

this office to t he unp l eas ant t ask of remov ing you from the limi ts 

of sai d na tion as an intruder . 

--Pre ss book no . 3 . l etter 51 .--
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You wi l l,. t herefore , i nform me i you int end t o comp l y with 

t~ :uews of s i d n at i on and i n ease of your refusal to do so , 

action wi l l be t aken t o c ause your remov al f r om t h e limi ts of t he 

Chickasavr nat i on . 

Very respe c t fully ,. 

J . Bl a ir Shoe nfel t ,, 

U. • Ind i an gen t . 

Approved; 

J . Geo . -; right, 

U. S • Indi an Insp e ct or • 

) 
. A cy Press Book No. 3 Lette r 51 . uskog ee,. k l a . 

(Endorsed Un1on gen 
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TI,~ -T F THE I \!Tri' ~ 0 , 

Offi c e of U • .:3 . Indi an Inspe cto r , 

For 

Indian Territory , 

12200- D 

Hus c ogee , Ind . T . ugus t 28 , 1 00 . 

7649 - 1900 
7650-1900 
D 1007-' 00 

The Honorable , 

The Secre t c:..ry of t he Interior • 

.3 i r: 

Re ferri n e; t o Departmen t letter of t h e lOth instant , en closi n g 

a co p of a t ele gr am addr essed to Si g S i mon , et a l , of .Ardmore , 

Indi an Terri t ory , i n the Chi ckasaw:rr ti on , relat ive to t he pay­

me n t of Chic kasa 1 Tribal t axes , I 1ould respectfully state thc. t 

on t he 22nd i nstant I f ttrnisl-:ed a co :p of t his telegr c.m to _on . 

D. H. Johnston ,. Govern or of tl'le C i c Y.asa 7 Jati on , Yd. t h t he reques t 

that he ae;a i n have .his colJe c tors ake demand on t m parti es f or 

t he p a ymen t of t he tri ba l t ax , and to advise me .he the r t hey 

still re fused aJ. t er t te r e ceipt of t l:e telet;r mn me ntione d . 

I muld now respe c tfully transmit .her.e ;ith a let t er from t he 

Gov ernor of the Chic knsa Hation , dated the 25 th i n st nt , addresse d 

to too ni t ed ' tates Indi an gent , d1e re i n he s t ates that h i s 

speci al nati ona l a gen t ha s again d emande d the t ax from Si g 3imon 

and rot e r a nd J . B. pr aggi n s nd Compa ny and t hat they st ill 

refus e to pay , and he re quests th t orders be is sued , ... t once f or 

the remov al of t hese parti e s , t oge t her 1. t h their pe r sonal effect s , 

trom t he l i mits of t he Chic - s aw Na t i on. 

--pres s book no . 4 le tter 39 . - -
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The I n dian gent i s e. l so i n re ceipt of a telegr am from Gover­

nor johnston , of t h is date , ;herein he as ~s b.at a ction has b een 

had upon t he se re quests , wh ich tele gram is .lso en closed her e i th . 

In t h is connection , I r.·ould r espectfully r efe r to m Jet t e r 

of June 22 las t , cone ern ino t e r emov a l of t he se me rchants f rom 

the ChicYBSa~ a t i on , and t o my telegram of t he ?th instant , and 

in view o f all t he facts , I i1Duld r espec tfully a sk that I be 

authorize d to close the st ores of ig Si mon and Brother and J . B. 

Spraggi n s and Company until ..... l:le taxes due from · e m are a i d . 

D. H •• (c). 

(Endorsed )Union Agency Press Book 

ery res ectfully , 

U. • Indi an Inspe c tar , for 

t he Indicn Territo ry . 

o . 4 letter 399 .--
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35t771-190l . Department of the I nt erior, 

OFFICE OF I DIAN .AIR , 

.. ashingt on , 

12200- E 

July 10 , 1901 . 

The Honor able 

The Secretary of t he Interior . 

Sir: 

There i s enc~osed , here\ ' th , a report da t ed July 2 , 1901 , 

from I nsp ector · right , transmitti ng a "copy of the remarks 

of Hon . Hosea Townsendtl t he United t a tes Judge for the southern 

distr ic t of the Indian Territory in the case of A.K1oski vs . 

J.w. llis , et al . 

The .Inspector i nvites attention to the fact that the court 

has not yet rendered an op inion in the premis e s , but t hat from 

t he r emarks of the court it ~ou1d appear to be the opini on of 

the cour t t hat the Atoka agreement provides t hat non- citizens 

could resi de in the various towns in t he Chickasaw nation . 

I nspe c tor ·.·right quotes from Judge Townsend ' s remarks as 

f ollows : 

* * but i t does seem as though the Indians had given the ir 
assent t o t he se h i te pe op1e being here , and i f they have i t is 
exceedi ngl y doubtful whether t hey have a r i ght to t ake them out , 
or whethe r t he government has , be cause they say t hey a r e not here 
wi t h t heir consent , and I don ' t see anythi ng inconsisten t ,-
t he way it str i kes me now , - wi t~ the .pr ovisi on in t i s citizen­
s hi p ac t 1h ich provided that t he1r tr1 bal and other prope r t y 
rights sh ould not be imp ai red , --I don ' t see any i ncons i s ten cy 
between t hat and the Atoka agr eemen t , or Cur tis act . " 

He s t ates that i n view of the fac t that the case arose f r em 

an or der from the Dep artment directi ng t he Indi an en t t o 

' 
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remove from the Chickasar lat i on a non-citizen merchant ho 

had refused to c om ly with the tribal tax la\ s of the nation , 

no action wi ll be t aken r el ative to t he enforcement of t he 

tribal merc handise t ax la s until t he dec ision of the court is 

rendered unless he is othe r rise i ns t rue ted . 

He furthe r states th t he proposes to e nforce t he tri bal 

cattle laws in the Chickasaw ation rhich pro vide f or a t ax 

of 25 cents pe r head up on all cattle introduced i nto the nat ion 

"whether he ld u on the public doma i n or upon lands se l ec t ed 

and cla i med by an indivi dual ci tizen as h is prospecti e 

allotment . " 

Inasmuch as it would s eem f rom t he r emar ks of the Judge , 

as s hown by the paper enclosed i th the Inspector ' s r epo r t , 

t hat the court i s inclined to t he .op inion t t non- e i tizens 

have certa i n rights i n t he to ns of t Chi ckasaw at i on , this 

offic e sees no ob j ection to t he I nspector pursuing t he course 

outlined i n is r ep or t . 

Very r espec tfully , 
Your obedi ent servant , 

• . J ones , 

o:nmiss i oner . 

P. 

· c 0 2834 ece i ve d ct 8 , 1901 . ff ice 
( Endorsed} . Unl~n ge~;- f ;r Indi an Territor . , ashington , ct . 
of u •• Indlan ns~~~-oeiative to collection of me rchand i se t x , 
2,190l~oechr~ tkary o ation · requests r ... ort on decisi on of etc., 1n C 1c asa , 
court if r endered .-- --

' 
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DEPAR'IME.NT OF lliE INTER! OR 
United States Indian Inspector 

for 
Indian Territory 

12981-A 
190 

Muskogee ,. Ind . T. Aug . 16, 1902. 

The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir:-

I have the honor to report that an ele ction was recently 

·held in the Chickasaw Nation , for the office or Principal Chief • 

as provided by the tribal laws of said nation . It is reported in 

the :public press that Mr · Mosely was elected by a majority of six 

votes over • Byrd , the former being a candidate favoring the 

pending supplemental agreement , whi le the latter was opposed to 

the same. 

In view of the close vote , it is represented to me that 

the result of such election is liable to be changed by interested 

parties before the meeting of the council on September 2d for the 

purpose of canvassing the returns , and that in such event there 

ie liable to be trouble at such time , the cl.ose vote havi.ng created 

considerable ill feeling between the two factions . 

Representatives of the nat ion have conferred with me 

concerning the matter , suggesting the desirability of having troops 

stationed at Tishomingo , the capital of the Chickasaw Nation , at the 

time council shall mee.t on Sep tember 1st, next . 

In my judgment , unless ~ther information should be received, 

confirming such report, the presence of troops at such time would 

tend to aggravate interested parties , and I do not believe that their 

presence will be desirable or necessary. 



2 . 

The U. • Indian Agent at Union Agency will send policemen 

there a t t hat t~e to maintain order , and should the Governor or 

the Chickas aw Nation so request , as I understand he. will , the 

Indian Agent will also be present at that time to see that the 

returns are properly counted , as provided by the tribal laws , and 

that order is mainta ined . 

Unless otherwise di r eated , therefore , by the Department , _ 

the Indi an Agent or myself will so proceed, and should any fUrther 

precautions be deemed necessary , the Department will be pr~ptly 

advised. 

J.G. W.(J) 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

J . Geo right 

u. s . Indian Inspector 
for Indian Territory . 
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Aug . 20 , 

Hon. J. Geo. Uright , Indian Inspector, 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: : -

By refering to my letter of a few days ago , you will 

see that I suggested that you send a sufficient force to :prevent 

probabl e trouble at the meeting of the Legislature . 

1 now urge that you send soldiers to be :present on onday 

morning at eight o ' clock , September 1st . to prevent disturbance , 

which i s almost sure to arise on account of both factions claiming 

the election , and claiming that illegal votes have been cast . 

These claims will throw the contest in the Legislature , 

and L am now fully convinced that a very serious crisis is pending 

in the Chickasaw Nation . 

I regret the necessity for the above request , but I reel 
~ 

tha t it is better and less humiliating to put the facts as they 

are befo r e you than to wait until the danger has become a ree.lity, 

and ha ve the disgrace upon our Nation . 

'MOst respectfully, 

D. H. Johnston 

Governor , Chickasaw Nation . 
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DEPA~Tiv!ENT OF THE I NTERIOR , 

United States Indian Inspec tor , 

for 

Indian Ter ritory 

260 

Muskogee , Ind . T. Aug . 21 , 1902 

'fhe Honorable , 

The Secretary or the Interior . 

Sir:-

I have the honor to transmit herewith a communicati on , 
under date of the 20th instant) from Governor D. H. J ohnston , of the 

Chi ckasaw Nation , in which he r efers to previous correspondence i n 

t he rna tter of some officers' being sent to the capi t a1 of his nation 

to prevent probable trouble at the meeting of the national legisla­

ture , which has been called to canvass the votes cast at the recent 

el ec tion he l d in that nation. 

The Governor now urges that troops be sent to prevent any 

poss i ble d.i s tur ba.noe , which he believes is sure to arise· on ao.count 

of both facti ons claiming the election . 

Concerning this matter , I would also respectful ly invite 

the attention of the Department to a connnunication of Inspector llr i ght 

upon t he same sub ject , dated Augus t 16, 1902· He being now absent 

on l eave the camnunication of Governor Johnston is respectfu·1l y , 
transmitt ed for such a ction as t~e Depar tment de~s most appropri a t e , 

but I have to report that unless otherwise directed by t he Department , 

I expect to be present a t Ti shomingo on Monday, Sep t e.mber 1st , next , 

with such for ce of Indian police as I deem necessary to keep the 



peaoe. 

D.H.K. (C) 

Enclosure. 
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2. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

J . Bl a ir Shoenfelt, 

Agent & Acting u. s. Indi an I nspector 
for Indian Territory. 
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ITD 5 26 6- 1902 . 

R T E 

2~3 

T 0 F T H 

/ash ington . 

Unit ed tates Indian Inspector 

ir : 

for the Indian Terri tory, 

Mus kog ee , Indian Ter r i tory . 

I N T 1!; R I 0 R. 

August 26 , 190 2. 

T.he e pa rtmen t is in r eceipt of yo ur re port dated ugus t 

16 , 1 90 2 , r elative to an election r e cently held i n t h e Chic ka­

sa f ati on , for the offi ce of ri neipal Chief . 

You state that it is r epo r ted in t he pub l ic pre ss that 

Mr . Mos e ly , ho favor ed t he pendi ng suppl emen t al agreement , ~as 

elec ted by a ma jority of six votes over T . Byrd , ho opposed 

the r at i fication of t he agreement ; that because of the close 

vot e t he result of the ele cti on is liable to be changed by 

i nt er e sted parti es before the me eti ng of t he coun cil Sep t ember 

2n d for t he purpose of canvassi ng t he r e turns ; and t hat you 

f e a r t rouble a t such a time on a ccount of t he ill fe eli ng exis ting 

be t ween the t wo factions . You state t hat you do not favor 

ha v ing troops s t tioned c: t Tis homing o dur ing t he meeting of t he 

counc il a t t hat p l a c.e , as suBge s ted by the represen t a tive s of 

the nati on , as it would ten:l to aggr ava te t he t roub le , but t hat 

you cons i der t .he pr ese nee of the Indian gent and polic e men suf-

ficien t to maintai n order . You state , in conclusion , that unless 

other ise dire c te d by tre Department , t.he I ndian gent or your­

self will proc eed a s indic ated , and t ha t t he Department will be 

promptly advised should any further prec a uti ons be ne ce s r y . 

4707 . 
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Th e Ac ting Commis s i oner of Ind ian ffa irs forwarded your 

report August 23rd , recomme nd in , that the same be approved . 

The Department concurs in sai d r e comme nda tion and your 

rep or t i s approved . 

Copy of t he Acting Co issi oner ' s letter i s inclos ed . 

1 i nclosure . 

espe ctfully, 

Thos Rya n 

Acti ng Secre t a ry . 

(Endor sed) Union gency ~ o . 4707 e ceived Sep . 2 , 1902 Office of 
U.S . Indian I nspe c tor , f or I ndian Terri tory . I a shing ton , ug us t ~ 2 6 , 
l 902 . Se c retary .-- -- .. ppr ove s a c t ion of the I ns pe c tor r e l a tive to 
pr ese nce o f troops a t TISHO IN~O ~ Indi an Territ ory ,. on September 
2 1 90 2 .----, . 
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I.T.D. 5342-1902 . 'l ashington , 

ugus t 27 , 1902 . 

The Honora ble , 

The Attorney General . 

Sir: 

The a par t ment ·is in re cei pt of a co mmunication from the 

Governor of t he Ch ic kasaw Nat ion , requesting the Uni ted tates 

Indian I nsp ec tor for the I ndian Terri tory to c ause so l diers to 

be prese nt on Monday morning at eight o ' clock , eptember l.& t , 

to prevent dis t urban ce , wh ich is almost sure t o a rise on a ccount 

of both facti ons claiming that illegal votes have been c as t . 

The .cting Un i ted States I nd i an I nspector f orwarded sa id 

communica ti on , a nd rep or t s that unless ot herf> i se dire c ted by t he 

Department , he expects to be pr e sent a t Tis homingo on Monday , 

September 1st next , with a . suff icie nt for ce of I ndian police 

as he c onsiders nece s sary to ke ep t ne peace . 

The Commissi one r of I ndi an ffa i rs for rarded sa i d com- , 

minic a tions on ugus t 26 , 1902 , and states that in order to be 

on t he safe side he is i nclined to recommend that the epar t ­

ment request t he ar Department to send a small for ce of troops 

to Tishomingo , i n adva nce , if possible , of eptember l s t , in 

order t hat any seriou s trouble i n counting the votes for governor 

may be obvi ated . 

Copies of said communications f rom t he Governor , the 

Acting Indi an Inspector, and the Commissioner of I ndian S f irs , 

469 9 . 
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are i n clos e d here with , and I have the honor to request tha t you 

Wi ll di rect , by wire , the Uni ted States Marshall t o t ak e suc h 

steps as Wi ll be necessary t o keep t he peace at Tishomingo 

during t he cou nting of the vote s on ep tember l st . The Ac t ing 

Un i ted S t a t es I nd i an I nspec tor wi ll be di rected by wi re t o 

co-ope r a te wi th the marshal l , i n or de r t hat no di sturbance may 

t ake p l a c e there •. 

Respec tfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

3 i nc losures . cting Se cr etary . 

(Endor s e d ) Union Agen cy No . 4699 Re ce i ved ep . 2 , 1902 Gffice of 
Indian I nspe c tor for I ndi an Terri tory . :as h i ngt on , ugus~ 27 , 
1902 . Secr e tary.---- St a tes tha t U. S ~ M~sh~l ha s been di re c t ed 
to c o - oper a t e wi th Indi an I nspect or l ll

1 

.Ke epi ng. t he peace a t 
Ti shomi ng o , I ndi an Terri tory , dur i ng tne coun t1ng of t h e vote 
f or Governo r on September 1 , 1902.--- -



D EP THR T 
I.T.D. 5342-190 2 . 

0 F T H E 
ash ing ton . 

I N T i R I 0 R. 

Acti ng United States I ndian Ins~ ctor 

for t he I ndian Terri tory, 

Mus kogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir: 

August 27 ,1902 . 

The epar t ment i s in receipt of your c ommuni ca tion of 

Augus t 21 , 1902 , tran sm.i t ting a letter from t.he Governor of the 

Ch ic kasaw Nati on , requesting . th a t tro ops be sent to pr event any 

dis turb a nce at Tishomingo on September lst , during the counting 

of th e vote for gpvemor of sai d nati on. 

There is inc losed, for yo ur i nfo a tion ,, co py of a letter 

to t ~ Attor ney General , re questing him to dire c t the United 

States 1ars.b all to take the n ecessary steps to preserve the peace , 

and you will co- operate with h i m in order t hat no disturban ce 

may t ak e pla ce on th at date . 

I n ca se any emergen cy s hall ar i se , when it may be ne ces-

sary to have troops sent , you will ire tm Department fully . 

1 i nc l os ure • 

4699. 

Respe c tfu lly , 

hos . yan 

Ac ti ng _Secretary . 
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August 29 , 1902 . 

.r ive ivilized Tribes, 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory , 

Gentlemen : 

The Department is in receipt of a telegram from the . ct­

ing Chairman , saying : 

" Am advised will be large f orce of opposing fact ions at 

Tishomi ngo Chickasaw ation of Sunday . Please request Attorney 

General to direct United St a tes ~1arshall Colbert , So uthern ist ­

rict Indian Territory to be present at Tishomingo ith as large 

a force of deputies as possible by Sund ay morning . " 

You are advis ed that in cawpliance with the request of 

the Governor of the Chickasaw at i on , for arded by the cting 

United tates Indian Inspe ctor for the Indian Territory , the 

Department re ques ted the }ittorney General to d irect the Unit ed 

States . arshall to be present on .,·ept ember first with a ru ffi ­

cient force of deputies to keep the peace , and is advised that 

directions have been sent in accordan ce with said request . The 

Attorney General has t is day been requested to direct that the 

force be present on Sunday orning , and is inf ormed that such 

directions have been sent . 

Respect f ully , 

Tho s . Ryan . 
CT ll\l'G SECRET .... RY. 

(End d) a 14346 Re ce ived s ap . 5 , 1 902 . Cornm iss ion to FiY e 
Trib~~:e .rus ~ogee , i:. T. Departnlent, Ryan , .Jashi ngton ,D. c ., B/29/02 
attorney General has requested u.s. I. arshall to be present at 

Tishomingo, s ep . 1 , 1 02 . 
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COPY . 

~et , Ind. Ter., Sept. 2, 190~. 
Hon. J. George T'lright , 

United States Indian Inspector. 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Dear Sir:-

I have the honor to advise you , for your official infor­

mation tha t Hon . Palmer s . Mosely was , on yesterday , duly inaugurated 

Governor of the Chickasaw Nation . 

His postoffice address is apanucka , Indie.n Terri tory; and 

all official communications to the Governor of tne Chickasaw Nation 

should hereafter be addressed to hbn at that place . 

In retiring from the office of Governor of the Chickasaw 

Nation, I desire to express my gratitude and that of my people , for 

the courtesy and consideration tha t has ever been accorded me by 

the re,resentatives of the Government of the United States, and to· 

bespeak a continuation of the same for my successor . 

I wish also to express my grat itude for the valuable 

services rendered by Ron . J . Blair Shoenfelt , United States Indian 

Agent, the Indian Police and Hr . Renry c. Dickey of the United States 

Secret Service., in securing a peaceable and order ly disposition of 

the issues attending the change of administrations that has just been 

made, e.nd in preventing the conflicts t hat were threate ned upon that 

occasion. 

Very respectfully, 

D. H. JOHNSTON 

8 



280 

I found an empty envelope No • 4767 in files of Supt . Five Civilized 

!ribes, bearing the following endorsement : 

"Washington , Sept. 10, 1902. 

Secretary • 

. . . . 
Reters for repor t and recommendation letter of Isaac v. Lewis , or 

Madill, I. T., claiming and presenting evidence that himself and 

m. ~. Byrd were legally ele cted as attorney general and Governor , 

respectively, of Chickasaw Nation, and were counted out by fraud .~ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of Indian Affairs 

~ ashington , Sept . 15, 1902• 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

4807 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a r eport made 

on September 4 , 1902 , by Inspector Wright forwarding a communica­

tion addressed to him on Sept ember 2, 1902 , by D. H. Johnston, 

Governor of the Chickasaw Nation , advisin g the Inspector that 

Palmer s . Mosely was on September 1st inaugurated as Governor 

of the Chickasaw Nation , his postoffice address being .apanucka , 

Indian Territory. Governor Johnston states that in retiring 

trom the office or Governor of the Chickasaw Nation he desires 

to express his gratitude and that of his people for the courtesy 

and consideration that has been accorded him by the representatives 

or the United States , and to bespeak for his successor a continuance 

of the same.; and he also desires to express his gratitude for the 

valuable services rendered by Agent Shoenfelt , the Indian ~olice 

and Mr· Henry c. Dickey of the United States Secret Service in 

securing a peaceable and orderly di sposition of the issues attend­

ing the change of administration that hes just been made , and in 

preventing the conflicts that were threatened on that ocaasion . 

It is respectfully recommended that Inspector · right be 

advised that his report is approved. 

w.c.v.(s) 

Very respect~ul~, 
Your obedient servant, 

w. A. Jones, 
Cormnissioner • 

~opy of record in office of Supt.Five Civilized Tribes,Muskogee) 
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ENT OF THE I NTER IO 

a shington . 
' 

ITD 5743-1902. 
Septemb er 18 ,1902 . 

\ 

U. S . Indian Inspector 

for the I ndi an _Territor y , 

Mus k ogee , Indi an Terri tory. 

~ ir: 

The Depar t ment is in receipt of yo ur communicati on dated 

September 4 , 1902 , transmitting a letter frc:m Honora bl e D. H. 

' Johnston, dated the 2nd instant , advi sing you t h at Honor able 

Palmer S . Mose1ey has been duly inaugurated as Gov e rnor of the 

Chickasaw Nati on, and t ha t he desires to express h is grat itide 

{Sic) and th at of the Chick asew peopl e for the courtesies and 

cons ideration a ccorded h i m by the repre se nta tives of the 

Government of the United States . 

The Commissions r of I ndian Aff airs f or war ded sai d com-

municat ion on Sep t ember 15 , 1902 , and r e comme nds tha t your 

report be appr oved . 

The Department conc urs in sai d recommendation , and you 

Wi 11 advise iV1r . Johnston t hat due appr e ci ation is made of h is 

acknowledgment rela tive to the conduct of the United Sta t e s 

of f icers in t he Indian Territory. 

· t f the Commissioner i s inclose d . A copy of the repor o 

1 i nclosure . 

480'1 

Re spectfully, 

Thos . Ryan 

Acti ng Se cretary . 



- 2-

(Endorsed) Union gency No . 480? Re ceived Sep . 25 , 1902 Offi ce 
of U. S .Indian In~ector , for Indian Territory . lashington , 
n.c., Sept . 18 , 1902~ ''ecretary .--- - Approves repo rt relat ive to 
a letter of Gov •• H. Johnson ; directs Inspector to advise :t.IT . 
Johnson that due app r eci ation is made of his a cknowledgement 
made therein.---- -
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N A C T --
AUTHORIZING AND DIRECT ING THE GOVER 

TO MAKE REQUISITION ON THE T~~~8~YT~: CHICK S i NAT I ON 
STATES FOR THE SUM OF TWO HUND 'IHE UNITED 

THIRTY THOUS ND DOLLARS . 
RED AND 

~ HEREAS, b y and ct of Congress ent itled "An Act for t he pro ­

tection of the people of the Indian Territory , and fo r o t her 

purposes~, approved J anua ry the t wenty -e ighth , 1898 , the sum of 

Five Hundre d and ifty-eight Thousand , Five Hundred and Twenty 

Dollars, and F ifty - four cents , was appropr i ated for Arrear s of 

Interest d ue t he Ch l.ckasaw atl· on d f th , an o e money so appro -

priated, t he sum of Three Hundred and Seventeen Thousand , seven 

Hundred and Sixty- five dollars , and fifty - five c nts , has been 

credited to the Chickas aw ation , on the books of t he Indian f -

fice, out of which s . • eel has received the sum of Thirty-One 

... 

Thousand, Se ven. Hundred and eventy- s i x dollars and fifty - five 

cents, the balance re maining to the credit of the Chickas aw ation , 

on said bo oks , and of the said sum being Two Hundred and Eighty­

five Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty- nine dol lars ; and 

~ 1-IEREAS , i t is found necessary and es sential to use Tw o Hund­

red and Thirty Tho us and dollars of said balance , in the nayment of 

the debts of the Chickasaw Nation , no evidenced by unpa id and out­

standing wa r rant s , lawfully authorized and i ssued on t he at i ona l 

Treasurer of t he Chickasaw Nation , including al so current expenses 

of the Chickas aw Government , also includ ing t he a ppropriations of 

tpe Legi s l a tur e a t i t s las t special se ss ion i n De cember, 1898 , 

of Thirty Thou s and Dollars, with m i ch to defend t he 
at ion in cer-

tain a ppealed Citi ze nsh i p cas es , now pe ndi ng in t heSuprerne 
ourt 

or the United s t at es, 8 nd wh ich i s t o be p:}.aced t o t he cred it of 

10 
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the Governor of t he Chickasaw a tiom, up n his requisit ion there­

for on the Tre asurer of the Unit ed States , and to be used by him 

as the said Act making said appropriat ion di rects ; now theref ore--

Sec. 1. BE IT :EN.b.CTED BY THE LEGISL TURE OF THE CHICK SA 

NATION, that the Governor be and he is he r eby authorized and dir­

ected to make a requisition on the Treasurer of the United states , 

for the sum of Two Hundred and Thirty Thousand dollars , and , of 

the same Two Hundred Thousand Dollars is to be placed to the G redi t 

of the . National Tr eas urer of t he Chickasaw Nation, to be used in 

the payment of the legal indebtedness of the Chickasaw Natim , and 

the sum of Thirty Thous and dollars is to be placed to the credit 

of the governor of t he Chickas w at ion , to be used by him in the 

defense of t he Nat ion i n appealed Citizenship c as es to the supreme 

Court of t he Unite d s t ate s , and for current expenses of the at:iion 

as provided b y the ct making said appropriation , and the s ec 

tary of the United States Treasury is hereby reques ted to honor 

and comply with said r equis i t i on for the purpose s herein se t forth , 

and this Act t ake ef f ect from and after i ts pass age and approval . 

Recommend by • V. Cheadle . 

Approved Feb . 8 , 1899 . 

Attest: 
c. D. Carter, 

Na tional Secretary , 
Chickas aw Na tion . 

D. H. Johnston , 
Governor , Chickasaw 

(Seal) 
Tation . 

Endorsements : Passed the Hous e , Feb . 8 , 1899 . M. V. CHEADLE 
ttest : J. L . TH01!IPSON ,. Speaker . 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
rv ashington, 

c l erk . 
Passed t he Senate , Feb . 8 ,1899 D VE SEELY, 

Presdt . sen . 
tte st : m. M. GUY , 

Secretary sen., 
protemo March, 25 , 1899, 

ii.ppro ved: 
ILLIAM MCKINLEY. 
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DEPART~NI' OF THE INTERIOR . 

Washington . 

J. Ge or·ge Vright , 

Si r : 

U. s . Indian Inspector for Indi~ Territory , 

M u s c o g e e , Indi an Territory . 

pril 3 , 1899 ~ 

On arch 20 , 1899 , t h e Depar tme nt s ubmitted to t he President 

f or exe cu t i ve ac t ion an act of the Le gisl a ture of t he Chi ckasaw 

Nation approved by the Governor the r eof on February 8 , 1899 , s a id 

act being entitled , "An ct ·authoriz ing and directing t h e Governor 

of the Chickasaw Nation to make a requisition on the Tr easury of t h e 

United States for t he sum of Tw o Hundred and Thirty Thousand Doll ar s ! 

Sa i d a c t was duly approved on ar ch 25 , 1899 . 

Said act is retur ned herew i th , and a lso a copy of the Depa rt ­

men t a l letter recommending the approval of said act . You will for­

war d the act and t he co py of said Department a l letter to the Execu­

t i ve Se cretary of t he Chickasaw Nation. 

I nd • Te r. D i v • 
681"1899 

2 inclo s ure s. 

Through the Commi ssioner 
of Indian ffairs . 

Respectfully , 

Thos R. Ryan . 
ct ing Se cre t ary . 

{Endo rse d) Union genc y W 90 , received pr . 7 , 189 9 . ·a t ffi ce 
...., 

of u. S. nd i an Inspector for I ndian ~rritory ; Washington , 

Apr i l 3 , 1899 . S cre~ary. 
Returns Chickasaw J et , "Authorizing 

Governor to make requisi tion on the Tr ea sury for 230 , 000" Approved . 
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.AN ACT 

J.UTHORIZING AND DIRECTIID THE GOVERNOR TO .APPOINT (3) THREE 
COMPETENI.' CI TTZENS CF THIS NATION AS A CO 1MISSION WHOSE IDTIES 
SHALL BE TO SET AS A BOARD CF INVESTIGATORS OF ALL NATIONAL 
INDEBTEDNESS EVI IENCED BY UNPAID OUT STANDI ID V ARRANTS BEFORE 
THE SAME ARE PAID BY THE NATIONAL TREASURY our OF 'IHE ' T 10 
HUNDRED THOUSAND lX>LLARS S ET ASIDE FOR SUCH PURPOSES . 

BE IT ENACTED BY TIE LEGISLATURE OF THE CHICKASAW NATION · That 
the Governor is hereby authorize and directed t .o appoint an ' 
commissi on 3 (three) competent. citizens of this nation ho shall 
t;ive ciue notice from time to ti~ of their sessi ons , and whose 
iuty it shall be to sit as a Board at Investi~ators or Examiners 
of all national ind btedness evidence by unpai an outstan i~ 
war~ants before t~ sane ia pai by t.he National Treasurer out 
ot the two hunwe thousan dollars set aside for such :purpose . 

Sec.2. Be it further enact d ; T.ba t sai Boar shall .ba ve a 
al.er~ and ~ S1 all i ve public notice from time to till'l! of the place 
and date of ·setti~, proVi d no such appointments sh~l be ma e 
and until the Act setti~ aside sai sum of t v,o hundre thousan 
iolle.rs out of tbe "Arrears of Interest" claim shall have been 
approved. by the Presi n t ar the Unite States nd the same 
becomes a law. Said Board of Examiners shall examine all unpaid 
warrants presente to them; an , if found to be ~enuine legal 
warrants lawfully authorize an drawn by th e Auditor , to the 
O.K. the same upon hich the Treasurer shall pay the sums out of 
se.ii sum ot 200 , 000 . 00; an , if found to be b~us or illegal , 
or d.efecti ve, then prot st the sam , an t~ Treasurer shall 
refuse payn:ent thereon until all d fects have been corrected ; or , 
1f found bo~s, shal~ not be paid at al.l , an the remedy of the 
law resorte to in such cas s ma e a provi ed for , 
ani all persons holdi~ and ownin~ such unpai outstandi~ 
warrants * hereby irecte to submit th sam for such exami,nation 
ani inspection from time to time as they shall have due not1ce from 
sai i Boara of Examine.rs, the same when O. K.' by t.be Boar« 
shall be conclusive of the ~enuineness of the sa~ . The pay of 
said Board and their clerk shall be each three ollars per day 
for every day actually served by each one , .hich amo~t is 
hereby · appropriated an the Auditor shall 1ssue the1r arrants 
from time to time upon certificates si~ned by the whole Board , 
attested by tbe Clerk, showing number days served and the amount 
a.ue each olll! an the Treasurer shall pay same out of any moneys 
in his han s' or which my come into his bands not otherwise 
appropriateQ. Said Board shall keep correct account of all 
warrants examined,ani by hom held , and wh~n comp~ete. ,make.a . 
full report of same to the Treasur r for h1s use 1n h1s off1ce , 
ani this Act take effect from an d after its passa~e . 

(M.V.Cheaile , Feb .l0,1899). 

Passel the House Feb.lO,l899, 
M.V.Cheaile, Speaker , 

Attest, J.L.Thompson, Clerk. 

Passed the Senate~ February 10,1899, 
Simon Kemp Presiient Pro Tem of tbe Senate , 

Attest R.L.Ream, Secretary. 

ApproTei; February 10,1899, 
D.H.Johnston, 
Governor Chickasaw Nation. 
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Attest; C. D. Carter , 
NatioMl Secretary, 

Chickasaw Nation . 

EXECUTI VE MANSION, ASHINGTON , MARCH 13, 1899 , 
.APPROVED : WI.LLI.AM McKINLEY • 
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DepartiiEn t of t~ Interior , 

OFF lD E OF IND IAN AFF AIB S 
' 

amington. , arch 9,1899. 

T.t. Honer able 

Tbt Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir; 

Enclosed herew.l th 1s a report .of February 23 , 1899 , from In­

spector Wr:4!;ht transmit ti~ an act of the Chicl<.asaw Nation provid­

in~ for the appointrr:ent ~ a board to investigate the national in­

lebteiness af 'the Nation evidenced by outstandint; warrants properly 

eertifi ed and neatly engrossed. 

Inspector Wri~ht states that the u ties prescribe by this 

act are impartan t and ~ cessary to a pro:tar disbursement af the 

tunis of the tribe in the discharge of t he valid claims a~ainst it 

ani recOD11D!nds that the sane be approved . This office concurs in 

Inspector Wri ~ht ' s recon:aren ation for the approval af the act and 

also in his other recamnendation that Spec i al Ins~ctor J . W. Zev­

ely be autilarized and directed to act ith this board in the execu­

tion at their of f1 cia~ duties under said act . 
' 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

A. C. Tonner . 

Acti~ Commis siane r . 



Spe cial. 

DEPART MENT OF THE IN 
ash ing ton . T E R I 0 R, 

Tbt Presiden-t, 

Sir; 

arch 13th,l899. 

I have the honor to submit re re With f ar e xe cut i ve 

action, unier t~ pro'Vii sions of Section 29 of t ~ Act of Con­

sress approv e d June 28 , 1898 ( 30 Stat •, 495) , a:t a ct af t te Le~­

islat\n' e oft~ Chic ka s aw Naticn , approvecl by the Governor there­

or on February 10 , 1899 , bei ~ " .An Act authorizin~ and directi~ 

t~ Governor to appoint three com tent citizens of this (C hic k­

asaw) Nation as a oommis si on hos duty shall be to sit as a board 

at investi a tors af a ll m. tiona~ in ebtedness evidenced by unpaid 

out standi warrants before the same shall be pa i d by the Na-

tianal Treasurer rut af the T o Hundre Thousan Dollars set 

aside for such purp oses . " 

Said act prescribes tm duties af said board , am re-

quires them in .effect to audit all t~ out standi arran ts that 

may be yable from the fund set apart by said ati on oot of the 

moneys due unier th3 appropriation for arrears of int erest made 

by saitl! Agreenen t set aut in Section 29 af said Act of June ffi , 

1898. 

The u.s.Imian Ins:t:ector for the Irxlian Terr itory re ­

commends that said act be approved , and the Actin~ Commissioner 
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of Iniian Affairs in transmi tti~ the report or said Indian 

Inspector co ncurs in his recornrre ndation . 

I have , therefore , to request that said act receive 

your appr oval . 

A c opy of the report of t cti~ Commissiorer of 

Intian Affairs to ether ithth letter of th U. S . Indian 

Inspector is her with inclose • 

In .Ter.Div. 
626-1899. 
3 incJLosur e s . 

Very respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acti~ Secret ry. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE 
I N T E R I 0 R, Wash in~ ton , 

Jlr.J .Geor ~e Wri~ht , 

U.S.Iniian Inspector for 
the Indian Territory 

Musco!ee , Ini . Ter. ' 

March 14th,l899. 

Inclose herewith you Will fin an ct of the Le~isla­

ture ot the Chickasaw Nation approved by the Governor thereof 

on February 10, 1899 , bei~ "An Act authorizin~ and directi~ 

the Governor to appoint three competent citizens of this (Chick­

asaw) Nation as a com.mis si on hose duty shall be to sit as a 

ooe. r i ot investi~ators of all national in ebteciness evidence by 

unpai i outstandillt!; warrants before the same shall be paid by the 

National Treasurer out of the Two Hundred Thousand Dollars set 

aside for such purposes ." 

Section one of said act is s follo s ; 

"Be it nacte by the Legisla tur'e of ta, Chickasaw Nation 
that the Governor is hereby authori zed and irected to appoint 
ani commis sion three competent citizens of this Nation ho shall 
~ive notice from time to time of their sessions , and whose duty 
it ahall be to sit as a boar of investi~atars or examiners of 
all national indebte ness evidenced by unpaid and outstandi~ 
warrants before the s aiTE is paid by the Na ti om 1 Treasurer out 
ot t he Two Hundre Thousand Dollars set aside for such purposes ." 

Section 2 thereof provi es ; 

"Be it further enacted that said board shall have a 
c].erk and shall give public not ice from time to time of the place 
and elate ot aSttin~ -- provided no such appointments shall be macie 
unless and until the act settin~ aside said sum of Two Hundre 
Thousand Dollars out of the arrears of interest claime shall 
have been approved by the President of the United States , ani 
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the same be cone a law --- s aid board of e:x:aniners shall examine 
all unpai warrants presented to them and if found to be {!;enui ne 
le~al warrants lawfully au thor ized and drawn by the Auditor to 
then 0 K the sum upon which the Treasurer shall pay the sa~ out 
.or said sum of 200 ,000, and if found to be bo~ or ille~al or 
ietecti ve then protest the same and t~ Treasurer refuse paymen t 
thereon until all efects have been corrected or if found bo~us 
shall not be paid at all and the remedy of the la: resorted to in 
such cases made and provi ed for , and all persons holding and own­
in! such. unpai outstanding warrants hereby · rected to submit 
the same for such examination and inspection from time to time 
as they shall have due not ice from said board of examiners , 
the s ame hen 0 K by the board shall be conclusive of the ~enuine­
ness of the same, the pay of said board and their clerk shall be 
each three dollars per day for very day actually served by each 
one -- which amount is hereby appropriated , and the Auditor shall 
issue their warrants from tirm to time upon certificates si~ned 
by the whole board , attested by the clerk, showi~ number days 
served and amount due each one -- an the Treasurer shall pay 
same out of any moneys in his han s , or which may come into his 
hands, not otherWise appropriate • Said board shall kept {keep) 
correct account of all warrants examined an by whom hel and 
when completed make full report of same to the Treasurer for 
his us e i n his office , and thi~ act (shall) take effect from an 
after its passage . " 

Sai · act was submitted to the President for execu-

tive action on t.he 13th ins t~t , with n f'avorable recommen at ion, 

and on the same ay was returne approved . Tbe epartmental 

letter of transmittal an a copy of the report of the Acti~ 

Commissi oner of Indian Affairs are herewith inclosed for your 

information an d proper disposition. 

The a ct of the Chickasaw Le~islature referred to, maki~ 

200,000 has not yet been received by thia an appropriation of 

Department. Please report if the same has been forwarded by you. 

Referri~ to the recommendation of the Acti~ Commissioner 

h t Zevely "be instructed and directe t at Inspec or 
t o act 
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With this Board i n t he execution of their offic.i al dutie s un der 

sai act", it appear s that i n the Sundry Civil Bill(Pub.No.l8B), 

provision is ma de !re c t i~ t he Se cretary of the Tr easury "to 

pay from t he fun s i n the Treasury belo~ i~ to the Choctaw Nation 

ot In ians t he outstandi~ arrants not ex_c eedi n~ in amount t he 

sum ot $ 75,000; Provi e , That before any of sa ii ar rants are 

pai the Secretary of the Interior shal l cause an investi ~at ion 

to be ma e to asc rtai n whether such warrants have been duly an 

le~ally issue an are a val! and subsisting obli~ation of sa! 

Nation, an payment of the Sa.JD! shall be made by some offi cial 

or employe esi! nate by t he Secretar y of t he Interior ." It 

is ieeme advi sabl e t ha t . zevel y shall make the investi ~at ion 

require by s a i d Act . His uties in conn cti on therewi th , t o-

t;ether 1 t h the rections already ~i ven him rel ative to the pay-

ment to be mad under secti on 19 of the Act of Con!ress approve 

June 28 1 1898 (30 Stat .,495 } wi ll oubt less · take up so much of 

his time that it wi ll be impracticable f or him to act With s ai d 

Boari of t he Chi ckasaw Nation hose duties are prescribed by the 

tribal act. Besi es , there i s no responsibility on the part of 

the Unit ed St a t es ,. impose by law, to super vise the paymen t of 

warrants by t he Treasurer of the Chickasaw Nat i on, and therefore 

the Departmen t will not i i re ct Inspector Zevely to be present with 

sai boa r d of inves t i!ati on. 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
626-1899. 

3 Inclosures. 

Respectfully 

Thos.Ryan 
Act in! Se cretary . 

Throu~h Commissioner of I nd ian Affairs. 

N 46 Rece ive Mar 20 1899 Of fice of 
JE~-~~s~~ I~~~~~t~e~~~ I~dian Territory. W~sh.'Mach 14 ,18i9• 
S;c;etary ----Returns Chicka saw Act authoriZl~ Commis s ion o 
1nvesti~ate National in ebteiness .----Approvei 3/13/99 
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DEPART~ENT OF T H E I N T E R I 0 R 
' 

W AS H IN G T 0 N. 

I.T.D. 286 -190? 
L. R.S. January 11 , 190? . 

United S ta~ es Indian Inspector , 

for Indi an Territory , Muskogee , Ind .T. 

Sir: 

1 3324- -

ith letter of De cember 10 , 1906 , you transmitted a com­

munication to you from Spec i al Agent James P . Foster of Novem­

ber 13 , 1906 ,, with which he submitted a list of war r ants of the 

Chicka s aw Nation covering a period from July 1 , 1902 , to october 

1, 1906, supposed not to have been paid , aggregating $144 , 046 . 85 

with exhibits 1 to ? , inclusive , and other papers . 

The spe c i a l agent did not recommend the payment of an y of 

the warrants . He stated , however , that the reports of the treas ­

urer of the nation from August 31 , 1902 , to August 31 , 1904 , show 

no records of payments having been made on these warrants , but 

the absence of records other than his reports prevents f urther 

investigation, the inference being tha t the failure of the bank 

of the Chicka saw Nation at Tishomingo October 23 , 1903 , where 

many of the records and warrants were kept , has so complicated 

that period of the f i nanci al matters of the nat ion that unless 

some further light can be thrown on the transactions with that 

bank during 1902 and 19 03 , the only way of e s t ablishing furthe r 

facts is t,o c:a ll in all the National Fund Warrants now in cir-

culation. 

You have concluded, however , r elative to some of these war-

rants tha t they should be pa id. You state that many of the war-
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rants issued and unpaid have been drawn d un er appropriation acts 

of the Chickasaw Legislature which have bot been submitted to 

the Department or approved by the p ' d t 1 res1 en , a though undoubtedly 

the parties to whom warrants were issued have long sin ce be en 

paid and warrant s now held by those claiming to be innocent 

parties; tha t the treasure r of the nation did not cancel war ­

r ants when pai d by him dur i ng certain per iods , in ac cordanc e wit h 

the laws of the Chickasaw Nation , but that wi thout nothing on 

their face that they were paid , held all warrants so pa i d un-

til the exp iration of each quarter , at whi ch time he and the 

auditor together checked them over and mar ed them canceled; 

that it appears that at the time of the failure of said bank, 

the treasure r had placed t herein f or safe keeping a l a r ge number 

of warrant s whi ch he had paid but had not marked them canceled , 

nor , as alle ged , kept any memorandum of them ; tha t subsequently , 

when the re cords of the bank were examined by a receiver , the 

warrants referred to had disappeared and many , if not all , later 

found to be in ci rculat ion . 

You express t he opinion that all outstanding warrant s whi ch 

appea r regular on their fa ces must be paid by the Indian Agent 

when presented , unless posit ive evidence can be procured to the 

effect that any warrants have been previously paid . You suggest 

h that t he India n Agent be instructed before paying any owever, 

warrants to re quire holders to state where they were procured . 
and if obtained from any person connected with the bank of the 

Chickasaw Nationk or it appears that they have once passed through 

said bank, that they be not paid until further investiga ted . 

also suggest that the ~gent be instructed t hat warrants should 

· ti acts have not been approved by 
not be pa i d where appropr1a on 
16559. 
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the President or whe r e it i s deemed prope r that they s houl d not 

be paid fo r other reas ons, as shown by your r ep or t . 

These l ast suggest i ons are altogether too indefinite . You 

recommend t hat all the warrants included on the li st furnishe d 

by Special Agent Foster be called in for payment and suc h f urthe r 

invest i ga t ion made as the Department deems proper . 

The Ind i an Off i ce i n letter of January? , 190? , s tated that i t 

did not feel war r anted in making any recommendati on in thi s 

matter i n view of the absence of any be either you or the spe ­

cial agent ; tpat the whole tenor of your report has led it t o 

believe t hat you look with suspicion on most of the warrant s, 

and tha t you prefer to present the facts to the Department fo r 

its co ns ideration . That office states that it is unable to de -

termine the part of the list of warrants which ought to be paid 

and wha t action should be taken concerning those shown not ready 

for pa yment and ther efore could not make the recommendation the 

Department requested in letter to it of the 3rd instant ; that 

while you s tate that certa i n warrants "should be pa i dTT you do 

not actually re commend such action . 

The Department desires both you and Spe cial Agent Foster , 

or any other . of fd cer designated to investigate these warrants , 

to make defin i te re commendations concerning ea ch class of war -

rants. 

The lists a nd othe r papers re ceived wi th your let t er are 

t d t r e at once and have the 
returned , and you are dire c e o prepa 

United State s India n Agent is sue a notice call i ng in , wi thin a 

d in th e not i ce , all the alleged unpai d war­
time to be speci f i e 
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rants of the Chickasaw Nation affected by section 11 of the act 

of April 26 , 1906 , (34 Stat ., l37) , for investigat ion by you and 

the Indian Agent or any other person the Department may desig­

nate. The Agen t wil l re qu ire the holders of warr ants pres ented, 

when deemed advisable , to state hen they were procured and if 

obtained fr om any person connected with the bank of the Chicka ­

saw Nation , and to furn ish any other information relative to 

such warrants he deems proper . 

When the warr ants have been delivered to the Agent you wi ll 

have him prepare a l ist of warrants whic h you both consider un-

que stionabl y should be pa id , and transmi t it through your off ice 

to .the Department , with recommendation f or instructions . 

Relative to warrants concer ning which there may. be any 

doubt whether they should be pa id, you are directed to have the 

Agent prepare lists of such classes and submit them , with his re ­

port , through your office , to be submitted to the Department , with 

positi~e recommendations . 

It is contemplated that Specia l Agent Foster will cont in-

ue the invesitgat ion of these warrants in connection wi th your 

office. 

Copies of Indian Off ic e letters of December 29 , 1906 , and 

January 7 , 1907, are inclos ed. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. HITCHCOCK, 

13 inclosures. 
s ecretary . 
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