


THE PAPERS COMPRISIID THIS COLLECTION were copied in the main from the 
archives of the Five Civilized Tribes in the custody of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society and from the Society's ne spaper and library 
collections. These transcripts were made un er arrant of funds from 
the Works Progress Administration by what was known briefly a.s the 
"Imian Historical Manuscripts" Proj�ct, S-37. 

This project was in operation from January 1936 to October 1937 
beirg_ located for a time in the Bass Building in downtown Oklahoma City 
arrl later, and until the time of its dissolution, at the Historical 
Buildi�. 

The project was under the sponsorship of the epartment of 
History of the University of Oklahoma, this phase being under the 
immediate direction of rofessor M. L. Wardell. The project as 
supervised by r. Gaston Litton who as assisted by a. corps of dozen 
or more typists and editorial clerks from Oklahoma City includir:g rs. 
Estelle Chisholm �ard, Miss Bonnie Hickey, Mrs. Helen soner, Miss 
Dorothy iade, Mrs. V. Sansbury, and Mr. Leon Jones. 

Gaston Lit ton 
shi�ton, April 19th, 1945. 
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No ~cot~ , Ind . Ter . 
Aug . 11, 183!... 
Vol. 4 , o. 52 

11 ·s Boudinot, di or 

... 1 · VOC.~: 'FE . 

LETTE 0 . LIAS B UDI OT 

R d Ol y, l.U.gu a l'l t ,. 1832 

1 rew t~urther expl n t i on may her e b ne c•· 

ess ry. 

-~hen I s y th t the con 1nuQt 1on of t e 

Phoenix h s r.tn~ ere·d ell tb purpos th t it ca 

be expeoted te ans.wer, reaf' te:r I 1M n ,.., he p r -

poses intended to be ff cted out o 
' - ion 

The political rights of the Cherokees o o b 

restored or secured by a continued inv~st1gat1on, 

or a. srievanoeila Whie,h they ha v.e lre dy l a id be­

tore the· .~ er1oan people . 

Tba t "the o 1r·oula ti on of the p r has 

been greatly i ns trumenta l in t he diffusion of 

Genera 1 kno 1 dga 

be no doubt. During n1y nbsen ce 1 i nt er , I 

purohas d a nev1 fount of type. inte i ng t o i m r ove 

the paper and render it ore u&eful to ro e 

') 
;) 



reader by oommunicotin gener-1 n.o l ade , nd 

more .interesting to p tro -s out or the nation, by 

turniehing i its oolumns historic 1 fact ; he 

tr ditions 1 o s 'OO m a d rnc ners of + e ·)outhern 

Indi p rt c larly the c . er-okee -- ut o 

my r .tur home I und th"' t t e arrengene ta hioh 

ere necese ry to b · ... ade to a rds uo n un er--

t 1 g c·ould not ;ell be ffectea.. 

I t ould be erreotly 1 e a pro er, 

in y ~ier , to a ply the on y ool e t d by 

the dltor to ot ~ r pt~po ~ b sid t ~ .. t of me t -

1ng the x nces of the~ per• or 1t n-et e -

? · ~o1 velz. for t . t obj ot the roo · y· • s c;i ve • 

In o ~ 1 be from t h en vo l en ·, the editor 

took oceee o to lay bator t 

Jery nts or the n ... t1o , nd t o e , o r· ve. ave 

wit t e und .r t t it · oul be ppli d 

e1t .r to re rds def· 1 ~ the ex e se ot· t . it • 
t e eu por t of the p pe J the e;x:. nse of he e.-

gation a t ne ington -o. t d t e ditor in 

hopes to h ve col·leote~ a euttteient sum to re 1eve 

the nation in 1 t :1 grea t pecunibry e· ba rr S ,. 



''ere it ot for t n, chan. of eire' · t . oe th a t 

to k pl a ce by te d e ·sion of the Suprene cour t 

in the ca o the ,il=llsionaries , , h d me am unt 

would have bee aoll ct ed . 

I 0 nnot 1 toge thel.' gr·ee wit t e r r1n-
"' 

I 

cipal Ch1 e"f in J. .. e :t'd to t e .dm1sston Q ,,diver ... 

~1f1 v iewsH 
,.• 
in t e eo ns or t he r .. I a 

tor mek1n the situation of t he c erokees a ues-

t ion of momentous 1nt.e.ree t ~ b j - tlt to t:ree and 

friendly disc seio among 0 r elves- s t. · e on y 

ay to saert i t 1. - ;'1111 of to ha t 

oug t t o be done in t e 1 t olter n t1 ve ,. hat 

are our :· ~:Pas d 12::oepe et ? . ~h t re :nc d 

a d ,. hat r t of 0 r ope · 

end proepecte? · h t v.ould be t e o·on (' noe 

of uoh step , n of sue cn0 , r e e t o · 

ot no ordin ry inter s t, and ou :..ht , i n my views , to 

be · ful l y cons idered . Tha t the time to consider 

t hese mat t er s h s arrived I verily beli ·ve, fro 

event s t t h ve t ~en pla ce , and re ow t in 

pl a oe . Nor am I al one in the belie • our · rt y 

de l ega ti on, t hr ee of our most 1ntell1 ,nt citi zsn t 

in Whose pa t r i oti sm have t he u t mos t confid.enoe , 

ould, no do ubt, sustain me, trom pr ope r view of 



things · ile thay \ere · t t e se f .. ove ent. 

d w · t say our frien s in Con s · 

not fully ppri .d u t · t he c nnot f .c t any 

substanti 1 g o ·or ·~ H v not number of 

them, ho ive re a ove ... ioion, co uni-

o t d t 1ei view . i ing , for o i nf orm t ion? 

_,_ d ha s no n ono ble Judge of Supre c ur t 

mad s1 11 r oo unio tio, , sta t h t 't he 

o~ ration of t e 1 te dec is ion 

an ot ext nd too r r eli f , unl(,~s h . 

Cour t 

cut 1ve 

felt i se l oun 

does not I·re i ent J ckson :feel h i ms 1 

obey the {;up e e curt. · nd e o ut ·he 

d 

ound o 

e ti e 

on t 1 oint the re&der i s r er d o not r 

ortiole un r the editori 1 he d. 

f uch bai t e r ot on n id - t l' 0 1 

the o se on h ot er . s not ur oppr asor 1 

teeli g · o er · n f orgetting right, n t only in-

fr ng d upon our oliti 1 ri ~hts , but tually; 

and to all i n ·ent · urpos s, n po s ion 

ot one ha lt of our OOUj try, nd 1 on t e 

point or consum1ae ti g the 1n1·.u t J y 'onveyi n lt 

to her o.1t1 z ns~~ Alr ady h ve t he eo ers , 

ho ar 

I~ 



I..ottery; , been s on d to pear a t s. 11 .. ille . 

· 0 to tr at n~ rely u on conti tgencie s, to se 

Olr 1 ds 1 t .. u d ine ho s, h the ger i 

1 ed1 te and epp l ling , do not soe· ·to a to be 

a lto . th r a t1sflctory . HD.d think for a:- bnen , 
my oountr ym n, the d· n er to be ppreh nded fro an 

overwhelm1n hite populnt1on 1 popul tion over-

ohe r ed 1 th hi h otions of color , di -~ 1 t y n 

gre t nes t on overb ri 1m e to 

le sure , t e con-

s1d ,r s t eir 1n ·er1or , T en should e , our so 

and dau yhter be el v s ind e d . ·uc 0 on 

and the evils nd vioes it wow.d bring ~ ith it~ he 

chi ef or hioh would be t e delug i g of t e o untry 

ith arde-nt irita, ou ore te · l enem , 

hundrod told mo:re to be <1 eaded t n th uns een 

messenger or O-od •s nger, now traversin th ea r t 

' the estile oe t Rt l ke t h in r nr n the 

d str ucti nth t ~ s tet 1 t non y. ". 

It is t e pr ( tin of t h se serious nd 

momentous thing t o t he pe o 1 ' 
tl~ ~ ~ :· me n by · 

telling them~ truth, nd I am inc ine to li ve 

at it 1 the be t. 11' not the only y to find 

out hat the Will or the people 18. 

ere it not that my moti Tes have been 



~isapprehended · by eome , and lfully m srep · esent ed 

by a te , I should· not n~ve published my l e tter of 

r es1gna tion, nor · troubl d the re · do r · it the fo r ·a­

going expl anations . · nut 1 t is due to yself end 

my countr ymen , for w om the .above· re r k ar e 1 • 

t ended , tb.t shoul d at l .aet aar ha t I have 
1 

8 8. .1 . 

I n t a ki t leave of m r der 

I muet expre. s m.y r titude for t he rea t fo re r ­

anoe d llo a c s ith w 1ch I ~ ve een tr . t 

by the • bey ave had re uent oc casion t o xer-

oi ee th t fo b~ tr nee , I n return I c n nly . ay 

I ve do e I could , n ~ 11 ited ab1l -

tti a nd oul llo • T h v served ny ao 

t rymen , I h e , th . t1de 1 y, t hrou Jh evi s we l l 

as good r port , and I kno ·I h · ve . he i tn . s i n 

my own h .art , th t I he: ve ha d nd do s t1 1 ave 

t heir in erts t upp r o~t in y · nd. I r ~ 1r1 

I ve r~ de 1 t t er o con ~i ce •. n dif -

ferent sphere OJ: e loyr e t I r ust o e ! .or e e-

t u l than I oan b43 ' s di tor of the ~ hero .eo · hoenix . 

I.I · :') UD INO • 
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ame act also appropriates t his sum or r1 

.Sll1ona dollars less the sum of r1v~ hundred 

and dollars deducted ror the cost or t he 

rokee "neutral lands. " 

The second aot referred to bove, o~ June, 

11, 1838, appropriate the sum of one mi l lion and 

tort7-aeTen thousa.nd and sixty-seven dollars ( l­

Oi7,067) out of the Tr.easury of t h e United States 

•ta fUll" tor all objects speo1f'1ed i n t he 3d 

t1ole or the supplementary trea t y of 1836, inolud-

1 the subsistence or t Chero kees est for one 

a w ll as their r-e oval p rovided f o r in s 1d 

n article. e invite your specia l attention to the. 

fallowing proviso in t h is act referring to t hose 

t 4s 'to Pf\Y tor t he remov e.nd subs is t enc or the 

C zokees: · 

"Provided, That no part· of said sum of money 

11 be dd.ucted from the :r1 ve mill ions stipulated 

14 to the said tribe of Indians (Cherokee) 

7 1 ~reaty {1835); ~ provided :rurther, lhat 

aa14 Indians shall receive no beneti t from the 

aa14 appropriation, ess they sh 11 complete their 

srat1on, within such t 1me as the President shall 

.... reaaonab1e, and without coercion on the part o~ 
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t1on, change in every relat~on and oondi t1 on among 

; the influx f a heteTogen o s ass or mort ality , 

t e drif't.oo on t e first flo of the wellin tide . 

It me ns wr on.c:r ud, dece ,tion, viee, 1 orality, 

insult, retal i tton, blo d, extermination. ret me 

not be misunderstoo . 6 nor elsewhere. desire 

· ply to .pro ote t he h ony and t e hi hest · weltare 

ot every cla s peo the eountry. o, the 

ti e for he e thi · s 1 not no • T s eountry, with 

its laws; f d ' res in ti tut1on , is all 

our 0 • 1' 0 uns t s e ., n e.t blic ood, no 

pressing n ce5si t y n t e n t rests of urnanit d mends 

their surr 1 est inter sts of t e great 

major! ty of' o eo le or 'd it . Let restle s en say 

hat .they m y, I tell yo , n all c do and sincerity 

that .;re ave ca 1se f ent and t1ankfulness . 

True, t1e ithh l din f 1 tful s owers n due season, 

and the scorching sun h ve ched t e eart and 

hriveled o r crop ; ut heal t _ end herds and f ertile 

acres and anhood and, if n ed be, public relief, re-

main; and w1 t a v r 1ment that aran tees every 

re sonable r · h~ of co i scienee, or · ad deed, what 

ore need we crave than the continued extensions o~ 

the :f'aith of the government of the nited tates 
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