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The Chief of the dominant party did not 

a prove ot the assassination -- in tact he as kept 

in total ignorance or the lot until too 1 te. 

EW ECHOT • 

erhaps my young friends oul d lik to h ve 

a picture of this o pital to n ot t he "Ol d tion, " 

as we have had a od deal to -s ay 1n refere ce to 

that place. Permit e to o rry you back t 1 28 --

e have come tram the direction of Chattanoo • and 

in the evening arr1 e at the b nks of a bea t i ful 

r1 er, and wait a fe minutes for the f errybo • 

h11 we are ait1ng, e ill t ke an observ tion 

juat above us, two rivers oome to ether and form 

the oo tenallah -- the river e are to cross. hat on 

our 1 tt, 1s the Kannassange, whioh h it r so ro 

away among the ·ount ins ot ! orth carolina. The other 

1s th coosiewas1e, and rises among the 11 toony 

ountaie in Georgia. is Oostenallah river is 

bout 40 miles long, and it and t he ighto er river 

taraa t coosa river, at the pl oe here Rome is 

built; ~hlet Jno. Rosa as the first settler at this 

o haTing removed from Rossville, near ,h ttanoo~ • 

• • have crossed the river, and mounti our 

• we ride on, and a halt mile further, we enter 
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·'!'BI CHEROKEE ADVOCA'l.'E 

!Olequah, CheroiBe Nation, I. T., 
sabrttay, January 12, 1878 
Vol. 2, No. 43 . 
GIO. t'f . J"OBNSON, Editor 

SPECIAL lESSAGE OF' CHARLES THOMPSO 

'1'0 'THE NATIONAL COUNCIL. -­

DeD.tlemen tl: the senate and 

Executive Department, c • 

Tahlequah, Ind . Ter'y 

January 7'th1 1878 

COUDC11, 1n extra session convened: 

Ton .have been c alled toge·ther at this time 

tc:JI! tile purpose o-t legislating on the subjects B!J set 

forth in Jr!Y proclamation. 

It wa.a not a pleasant cluty far me to perform, 

in oalll.ng you t getmr in. extra session, as I well 

kDew that some ot our people would censure me for the 

aet, but olling to the ex1 sting circumstances, e.nd the 

4ut1ea 4eTolY1ng upon me as execut1 ve at the ation, 

I 008ll4 not do otherwise. 

• 



It is my desire that you 'IJ 111 1 rk together 

oDiously, and tor the i ntere s ts of ·our hal · peo-

pl • 

You are no o lled upon to le isl · te pon the 

SR ial subjects, or maki the nccea ary ppro 1 -

tiona to detray the expenses of our hi gh, and common 

or primary chools, tor the prese t ear; s 11k lise 

to make an appropriation tor the p ent ot just claims 

tound due against the ation; besides to give effect 

'o the eats creating school commissioners , and commis-

ionera to decide the clailils of per ons cl 1 ing c1 ti­

in th1 Nativn . I desire also that you m ~ an 

p pr at1on for contingent expenses of th e Executive 

Dep tment, wb1oh later a~ omitted i n my proclamation, 

t hould clatm your attent1 ·n. I t st that 1 , i n 

ODn t1on ith my other reco end t i ons ·11 receive 

notic and consideration. 

Theae subjects alone, and ~other, {except in 

a matters ot importanc should ariae requiring atten­

on, wh1le your honorable body is deli er tin during 

P nt xtra s aa1on, and upon such oco sian you 

d by special ssa e) I oula. r c ·t-

o 1 70ur ttent1on to, and that I deem necessary 

4 lib r t 4 upon by your honorable body at the 
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.:;! ecu 1 ve a_ 1 nt 
Chero ~eo Nation , 

o . a4 ~ u . ls , 8 ? 

Hon. Carl Schurz , secr-etar-y of t e nt rior ; 
Depar nt of the Int rior , ashingto ,, • C. 

Slr;-I have the honor to inform ou that t he 

Cherokee De~ ega ti on ( . esser , dair and . oss ) have 

i n their report • advise r: e tha t the Indi an Office 

(through one of. 1 ts clerks} ha l os t certa pa ers 

BU tted by the the Delegation , in relation to 

Ch okee citizenshi p, c • • i ncluding the Act o:L t 1e 

National Counc i l , pr ved ace ber th , 

'17 t entitled , "m Act providi ng for tho t he 

ent or a special Co .. lDlission. to try c....nd to 

cl aims to Cherokee Ci tiz-ensh1p, and hich 

_..,.:ral months been on file i n the Ind n 

tor its consideration , in oonnecc:on with 

tiled by the Delegation, as·inB _or 



list ot t he na.m a of such C cro,.ecs as reservat d 

on the Cherokee ., eu tral ds ' ,.. n • or t 

lnfor:.J tio.. f the issio ers Co t , es bli . ... 

d under t._e c • nolo o , no 

ending ¥OU ot c rti i 0 c • 

· r1 thout t o bl · n..., you 1 • t r iti io vie 

e heretot'or pr s i 0 

ment , i r ov 

and t:J.e co e '""u n 

Chero · u iti I t -

ust t h tl c ft 0 1 1 c unc 

11 .. eet t ' o:!:' _ o le ·t r or t 1 H 

c isaiono or h 0 c 

8th, l 0? • ' • 0 i no 

'Circ i 0 t 

to cr..ai s .,L. "' r 

co oc io ce i 0 

s -.1. 0 1 . 1 0 0 .. e 

by tc . ,. i o cr 

not tl t t e ~t ·c t st · o -

be "o tcU. il , - 0 

~ t e 11 o tL t 11 1 no ri :-. · t 

h ic 

1 
our r tion should le · s l t ; or to i nterf r 



lb 1 s rights or self-go er e t . o s o yo 

that I am correct in this constru t·on f the Ho , 

nc to 

that part of it rel t n to _is su e tion _n 

which he sa s: "I( ve , t r fore . o 

by ct or Council 1 t t her th1 ~ 

' ,; ' 
in sub t nee . ... rov1ded , ' c . 1 f;"V 1 

~ ·~~ ("0 1 -

gestions referr d t a ve . it 

"suggestions ' of t e .~.on , Co~ s ner e c a. 

in good fa th. o.nd 1 n rien 1 ri ~ a -

t t . a t t lly as they 

enact St o ~.a 1 , t dote 1no it~ un o ti7. n-

ah1p; and so f'ar a.s our constit t nan la s . and 

treaties, d he "Ind1 Intercour o' _ cts or c 

gress ould ran , I endeavor d ,., e 1 

onvenience. to 1s st ons tho t 

aor1:t1o1ng ny , ts f 0 1 
' 

y a.v ou 

National. Co ci ass the an tr cd . I 

oonv1nced t.~.at close e 1 t on of th1 la. 

11 s tist you, th t it is, in t ner 1 scope 

indulgence to , e claimants , f~r ore 1 b r 1 

the sug est ons of the on , Co iss oner~ . 

before st te , sue'""ested o .,.. "Circ it ourt s 

the tribun ls before llich .. 1 tiz nf:"·hip c -



·•y people , wtth their property, were sacr ificed on 

the alter of your country . I hav.e felt t he necessity 

ot cultl vating harmonious rcl ati C?n be·tueen my ... ation 

an4 its citizens. a.nd y.our Gove:vnment ·.and its ci t i zens . 

I am a strong believer 1n tr~e Chris~ia~ reli -i on , nd 

I am deeply impressed Ui~h the bolter th t the great 

hop tor my pe~ple lies in peaoe , a.nd i n thei r civil­

ization and christ1an1z tion , and to those ends I 

appeal to you to let us ex,ecute th:l.s l a , so t ha t ~e 

may be permt. t:~ed to bettle these ·vexod uesti ons of 

o1 t1zensh1p , which he.v~ .alrea y been s o expensi vc to 

ua; and thus rid cur r ation and people of a class of 

la less and reckless citizens of the nited States , 

who e ag essive and d ·emoralizin presence: i s a con­

tinued so~ce of trouble . ·The on . Co issoner i s 

m1 taken when he says i n hi s letter, De e . t h , 1876 , 

that 1117 Nation has had no l a s under which t uest i on 

ot citizenship has been settled or controlled . .1. he 

ruth is that we have had l aws to control t i s ues­

tion ever sence we have had a written gove ent , and 

n prtor ·to that date , and which h V'e never , i n all 

h1 tory or your Government been ca l led in question • . 

hBYe even been accorded the rien t of aking Cher­

o1t1zens out of citizens of t_o United States . 

'-marriage and by legislative adoption . 
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Ch ike, c :V,i:t.en , ., d '"'O ero h 
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I:! h v 

yo ern-
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1 11·t0 n hun c 

ciuizen OJ. th u t -

v t pr ort 

chil re~ 1 t is 
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r of citizen 

hrough your 

ree.t ies , nota 1 

d !ll~o the ~tortl · ec s ion 

io ted our ent , 11 hav 

e 5t 1 -ti el 

eaty of • ~ nd t c 13t 

ot t1 t r t~ of 18' , _cl a 

Chero ocs the ri ~t o o G v 

4 clare ho ar~ nitiz ~_s 0~ the 

r by n ti , itry or a~ t· , a 

decis i o :o 1 r n. is 
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Ol 
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t 0 

chi 

.~.-he Chc oko 

na 2?t11 arti c_e 

d cd 1·1 t h 

' 
t to 

ev I ati n , e i t h 

rn • uch 

1 1 ltes 

ded t o ""h .... i ... ado t d v Gro e ·s c i t z · s , a 

d tna'C the int t ders , ubjcc to e ..... ul 

our COI.Ultry, fl.t."l 11 t• 0 - ei o 1i ld1~ ,n -~ltO 

ce ll ba&;.)to.r . , to s - t.:...c lo t . e you pre-

to be t 1 f'i rst o:r i co of t he U l t ed ates to 



I 1 

uch res onsiblo t p . Beoide~ v -
8 ot ere · Indian , 1 i olos , 

Choct c i c .... s s t vc do ... t t n .. or-

1 e of our o er ov .. ~ e • 11 TO i -
chise thes op e , d 0 c -

eDClante fro r c_ c l)el 

wares and t he l l a d t e rc ... e 

1~1zens Of tho Chor ~ T t • On? r s r 0 t 1~ 

11 nind i n e C1ero o tr t o 

tre t of 186? , bet e n Ch o_ es 

le ores, d t • t 0 8 bot e t 1 a 

Ch okees and t e s ee • 1 0 hich i 1 

t the consent of tb. Chero .J ati s a con-

4 lon precedent to the do ti n o t 0 l o as 

1 zens ot said Hat o • It s 0 t 0 1 to t 1r. or 

aokno led~ d o er of the Chero on 

r i ts o cit1ze ah1 • d h v 0 nc c 

en in your 1nte e c 1 t ~ it to 11 vc 

JOU 11 falsif or st lt y 

• s e of' the very cl . ts pro "d y 0 

amitted have alread h d ho r cl . i ct y 

Court and b o ,.. o 1 , 

t to aar I ation o:f t h u .... d of laro . 

fore .. t e so f ottld d s con-• 
to t1sty . our enr ent, have -

reasonable i n all thi ngs , and accor i -



DS17 have had t his law passed , and t he court organ­

ized under 1 t .. whi eh has been i n opera t 1 on several 

months, at a cost of about six t housand dollars u 

to thi s time, and h1ch w1ll pro, l y reach ,. at the end 

ot the year some fifteen thousand dol l ·rs . I there­

tore trust that you Will not 1nterfer ith t he exe­

cution ot t he; ·law. 

In conclusion I would call your attention 

to my ott-repeated appe als to our Dep ent for 

the removal O·f .intruders fro the Che·ro ee lation . 

The e are becoming so very n erous that they are 

creating alarm and serous trouble ~ ong the hero-

• and if they are pe 1tted to r · ai n d i ncre­

aa they have domi • I tear that eat r trouble 

11111 grow out of the affair . I could re ove them Y• 

elt, but your Government i .s pledged to· re ove t he • 

b7 our treaties at our call ,. and I dislike to t 

the matter into my own hands , l est some d i fficult 

ght ensue . which I desire to avoid . But if the 

ent refuses to protect y people , i n tho re­

ot these intruders , then I shall i n vie~ of 

~•aty rela t1ons : w1 thJ4 the Gover ent , proce d 

t ewe them myself and report tho f acts to the 

--•-•at and to the Congress of thr Uni.tcd t ates ' 1 

'1f1cat1on. I reel the · t he c 1st1an peo-



ot the United vtates a.re not -1lling t h t our 

0GIIIl'h7 (bought an id for) should forci bl be 

st d tram my poor people by laul ess intru ere and 

•v~tters" and I feel assured t hat you , en you 

4erstand the facts , will a ce 1th e , and cause 

the intruders to be proa tly put out of y Tat1o • 

former ssioner of Indian ffairs (J • • ith) 

in his letter of nee . th , l 87o , re ·sed to eject 

the intruders , becaus he s a s that c Ttain : other 

pe ons are claiming Cherokee citi zenship . I f " " 

ola1lD8 citizenship , that is no reason uhy 'B" , an 

intruder, should not be put out of our ration . If 

h Han. Commissioner refuses to e el persons from 

cot.ntry because t hey clai Cherokee eitizenshi :p , 

hen hy does _he not put out o.ctu 1 i ntruders "'ho 

4088 not claim such r i ghts ? Thor re hundred of 

·I a ti on ho i nee o our l a .. "', 

er the belief that t hey uill be protect Y ---
I r S ·iths l etter of 

th great respect to your Depar ent t hat your 

oeaeor has failed to do his duty tow rd peo-

t and I look to you 1n eat confidence , believing 

11 redross the m-ongs that he has suff ered 

p rpetre.ted upon y people ; .n if you ill call on 



the 11tary authorities a.t,Fort Gibson, to remove 

'beae intruders I will , if you desire, cheerfully 

eo-operate in their removal , 1n a civil manner , S-() 

that no injury will be infli.cted upon them . 

I have the honor to be , • ecre ary ., wi.th 

grea:t respect, your ob't serv' t and friend ., 

Principal Chief Cherokee ation . 
ttest; · • . dair , 

Executive Secretsr ., ,. 
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IlfDIAN :omuw, 

M kosee. Indian Territory 
ura4ay, November 11. 1880 

Vol. 5 No. 10 
11. P. Roberts 1 ;)'ubli sher • 

.ANNUAL ~SSAGE ·0 D. • BUSll'YimA.n 

In conformity th the Constitution of' he 

Cherok Nation, e 'h v again bled to legislat·e 

tor the mutual and general 1 · eres t . of our people. 

'!'hough the dutt s devolving :n you y nt ti e ·· s 

4110118 and difficult J you should oonst .ntly devote to 

them your best effort .d ndi ·d d att ent on , 
,-

Upon thi s occasion the Cons ·tution t 

ia umbent· upon th·e Exeeuti ve to give to the ge eral 

........ L.&ll.oil 1ntormat:ton r sp cti ng the nation, an reco e d 

heir cons i der tio such ea uree as h ay dee 

lent to assist in legisl ·t on tor t he b t oo 

pneral in.tercs t or our peopl • 

Betore I . proceedJ let u return our he t:f lt 

to the supre e Ruler of nations for t a blessings 
( 

t pea Youohsafed our nation, ror the continued good 

h ot our people, and for the a ost unexampled 

p it7 they have enjoyed the past year. The abund .. 



1 

7 

• 
no interneciner .... '4'lol.a 



~ air, Assistant Chi f or th h rokee ~ation . e died 

in 'he City ot ·asbington s aturday, Oct . 23 . at the a e 
I 

ot 150 years • It 1s ot eeessary for me to re eat the 

bietory ot hi s l i fe , for his 11 e is a prominent p t 

1 the history of this natl ·on, and ·embalmed in t e memory 

tall ite people~ t one ether man, Jo Ross , has 

been permitt·ed by ro . idence to ser'\Te your peo le so 

long and eo well a orn in the o d tion , Colonel dair 

removed t o this cou try in 1837. . h fo u d t;ion of his 

..auoa'tion was laid in our public schools, to vm ch . h$ 

ad4ed in t h·e States , until he :rose to the p om1nent 

poa1,1on of an elo uent m mber of t b. e bar, of t he s upreme 

Court Of the United tates . In l 852 he as elected to 

th Senate of your legi slature, in which he has served. 

ainoe almos t . continuously., · I n 1867 he as sent by you 

o r present and defend interest in 'le.shin ton ani' .- . 

111 e, w1 "th but t o except ions ., In 18?9 by the vote~ o, 

our people he as elected to· se;rve as is ant chi t for 

years ·. In the discharge o:f this honor and trust he 

well hi s :par~ . fai thtul hone t nd true patri ot~. 

ble statesman and ind f r iend . his death is a ational 

- 1 t i s more . 1 t 1s a l 'oas to the I ndian race , and 

will be tel~ ke enly by every Nation and t ribe , ~OJ.• h i s 

Yol has been hear d in appeal or d etense for all,, a.nd 

h • as well as we , have l ooked up to him as a leader • 



88111111~•11 r d guide . 

In th e dea t h at Hon •. John Landrum , ud e of 

e suprem Court, the Nat ion loses and abl juri st , 

our oua gent eman , an eminent ci t izen , one ho 

baa tilled every place assi ed hi to th ta sfact1on 

ot a grateful people . e was an honor to be bench. 

o h1a District and to th N tion . 

W are also c lled to · ourn th loss of a 

pr in nt member of the Nat ional Senate , on. ker 

istr ict, personally known to 

ly every one resent . ou 11 oin e in test-

...... ,alala or res eot to th · emory of an able and u eful 

• ber or t he c uno , ~ubl1c s r ted citizen nd 

one oee priv t v rtues ar orthy of ublie e u ati on . 

Th dea t h of oss • Carey , another pro i'nent 

1 en or ela are Distric t , ho so bly f i l l ed the 

otti ot clerk of the court , f i l l s up the measure or 
.-s._...,_• in t hat afflicted por tion of our at ion . 

? YnlG- T E E LT OR IN 

During t he year ju t c ncluded o forts hav been 

by certai la l ese citiz n of e Jnited tat cs 

1d or our domai to e_f'ect l odge nt in at has 

eeribed nd k" o as t e Ind 1. n Terri tor • _hey . 
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UJl1 d Stat a , and the.y are w1lllng t o comply 

our laws. 

U LE I COLORED CRF~ • 

I arm t vo 1 ention n the di f 1cul and 

4 J18er i nto h ell o r N tion, of h Cre 

1 directly the 0 etr1 tory, e e t 

ty, 111 dv sed and unla u1 acts 

y certain 

d ne 

G1 b on s t at ion last 1 in r r rene · 

e ole bu nes at t :pt any r o or 

reons t o 1 nore th ud1c i ary , d t e the 1 in 

r own hand , 

plete wi t 

it 1 po 

c ole c e or e r 

t 'P t 

The 

pr ximity o 

lling ~t Cob 

tted t o a 

0 k - -

g r 
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n ury t 1 nocent 

1 the unla 1 
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Q. Tutts . as f na bit r , houl d e ot 

gree . T e e ai raised 

the Ch o ee and Cree 
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establis nt . And the s e e er 1 obse vntion 

111 apply to very ublic Institut on . 

CO IL G THE LA S . 

The compil i and pr nting of t e aot of the 

1onal Council now in force is a tter that cannot 

lag r be delaye • uite all of the printed copi a of 

th law passed sine ·• • inclusive are tributed , and 

it all were at hand, it ould be no almost 
" ' possible 

t the o1 tizen to extract tram the s of tter 

the 'tatu te 1n force . In the eant1 e , it c nnot b 

4 Died that t he members of our _ation should b given 

ta1r chance to beco e eq in ted t the la s 1c h 

y are required t o obey . I respectf lly submit the 

tter to your consider te attention . 

GRICULTURE. 

Coming as you do trom all sections or the ation, 

wb rou live and are aware of the needs of your con-

1 nts , I abstain from g1v1n you any suggestions in 

t no to labor or in regard to the encouragement of 

epeoial production of our soil . I would only urge 

• ..,..,. rour honorable bodies to :roster and encourage the 

1a1 interests of t he country by such 1ee legislation 

may have ascertained t hat t h countr re uires . 
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inoreaae their store or mat.erial e lth and happiness ~ 

I desire that our people as f r as practicable became 

quals or any aee on arth, in intelligence , a d 

D the possession and practice of those Virtue t t 

l a to a hi her 11 e . 

i t h a i . relt.anoe upon your wi s om and pat ­

rio ism, and an i pl:tcit :tai th in a henefi,cent Ruler of 

th universe ho 1 gutd.e and dirreet your de 1ber• 

a tons to the greatest good ot the Cherokee people, I 

--·-it this y second se ge to your con deration. 

Principal Chief . 
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CHEROKEE _·1DVO C TE 

Tahlequah, Ind. Ter . 
Nov. 17, 1880 
Vol. 5, No . 29 
w. P . Boudinot, Jr ., · Editor 

EDITORI · 0 T ~.'!ES S.u.GE OF D. if. BUSH ~E.:1.D 

• • • . a nkrup tcy of t he school fund , and tha t very 

shortly . Various mea sure s ha ve been t a lked of i nc i-· 

denta lly , but no t hing definite has been sugges t ed in 
' 

Council. The Chi ef in his me~ sage makes a sugge stion 

the:~ t woul d , i f properl y c rried out , reduce to ,... con-

sider e ble degr ee t he expe nse of t he Seminar ies . u e 

has tho ught of t e sub j ec t and pr pos e s t he t hing that 

seems most p r a c tica ble to him a fter ma t ur e de iber tion ; 

if any one oppose s such a di spocition of t he Seminarie s 

let him be a ble t o g i ve be tter pl an of re t renchrren t 

or he wi ll e rn nd de erve t1e n ·me of noting but a 

f a ult-f i nder, nd blind tt le der of the op 'Osition . " 

At any r a te t h e suc cess of the schools for many years 

will depend on the c t ion of t his and t he next ounc il . 

If they do no t h ing and the pre s ent r a te of expe nditure 

is con ti nued, before t o ye -r s fro no c schoo l a r ­

rent will not bee ua l t o a generol fund w· rrcnt , and 

the expenses of the sc Jols Tiil be pr oportionately 



for they must be met on a ca sh ba s is. 
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DIDIAN CHIEPT 

V1Jd ta, Ind. Ter •• 
ur114a7• eroh s, 1884 . 

Vol. •• ' No . 25 
... P. HOSI, ) z, ·w. SCROOGS* ) Editors 

The tollowtng dispatch to the Globe-Democrat 

ahowa that, so tar, the oherges or oudinot respe .ot1n -. 

the $22,300. pa1d out of the 30D,OOO fund appropriate d 

tor the Cherokees at the last session ot congress, 

wh1oh have been so pompously paraded against col . Phil­

Up • Chlet Bushyhe.e.Cl and the Cherokee delegation , hav 

not been sustained. But few h ve ever supposed th t 

7 woul4 be , or· th t the movement s tor any oth r 

po than to strike a blo at the Cherokee ation 

u4 1 ta tr1 nde, and poss1 bly reap the re ard of the 

1Dtormer, or the prosecutor as he .is c a lled 1n this 
• 

t. wh1oh would be halt af the ~ above stated, 

$11.280. 

aehingtoa, D. c , 

Feb. 27. 

x. c. BOUd1not has tailed in sustaining hi 
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bt ooneern them ia al\Yays tlue" · To eueh the above 

la ••••na••· 

Very Truly. 

f . P • BOUDINOT • 



IIDI.AN CHIEFT N 

, IDA!. Ter., 
!ll111'114ay, JUne 6 , 1884 

• I, No. 38 
• P. ROSS, Editor 

The Cherokee Advocate ot the 30th records 

he 4eath ot Semu 1 Downing, ot ahlequah on th t 

4 7• atter a long protr cted illness. ?, • D . a 

be only surviving son ot the late .Lew1 s Downing, 

Pr1no1pal Ch1et ot the at1on, and as a l i eutenant 

la 'the 3d Indian Reg1meut u. • • during the late 

• • He leavea :tew, it any enemies, and many tr1ends 

behind him, who 111 read 1 th regret the announce-

' ot hi a d ath, though not unex oted. 
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!HI CH.EllOKEE ADVOCATE 

......... quah, Cherokee Nat ., I, T • 
.April 2; 1886 
Vol. lOt No. 44 
1. c. Boudinot, Editor 

LETTER OF D. , J3USHYHEAD 

Bon. R. Bunch . 

A a•t. Pr1nc1pel Chief 

Cherokee Nation 

.Peer S1r: 

aahing t n , D. c., 

Mar ch 15 t h , 1866 

S1nee my arrival here I t1nd t ha t a grea t 

man1 bills have been introduced t o Congr es s , nd 

80m or them part ially cons,idered or oted on, h ich 

propose to attect the rights and interests of t he 

d1tt rent Nations ot the Indian Territory. The se 

h Te been arged with ,greet vehemence by certa in 

1ntereeta represented in the lobby end 1n the 

D per enta . I have rees on to believe l rgely at 

he instance ot reilroed men and lend speculators, 



who are exceedi ngly anxious to change t he condition 

of th1aga i n t he In. 1 an Terri tory. ucb cont'us1 on 

haa arieen and exists, owing to ·t he tgnorance ot 

'thoae who treme the s e meas.ur·es a$ t o t actual 

condition of af f a i r s. in. the lnd1·an Territory. 

lfa117 lo not know , or s e em to ignore , t he faot: t ha t 

the Cherokee l'le ti on does not o?;n her l ends by 

Ind1en oceupanor t itle , bu' by a tee si mpl e title 

trom the Unitecl s t .e tes, and are thus no t subje ct 

to disposition i n any manner by Congress , This 

point h a s been f o rc ibl y oa lled to t he1 r e t ten ti en , 

end I am glad t o say the t 1n one of t h e few bills 

acted on 1t was recognized . This ~as a hill o 

Senator Dawes. of i ·oh I send you a copy , w ~i oh 

hae atter Amendment passed the enete • I t to·ok th 

plaoe ot all \ he other bills on the subje o't. our 

friends toond 1 t impossible t o exclude the hole 

In4ien Territo r y from t he oper ation of the bill , 

wb1oh proY!des tor' t he al lot ment ot Indi an lands, 

under certain cont ingencies i n sever alty. The Cher okee, 

Creek, Seminole. Choctaw end Cbiokase end osage 

BeUona ere excepted from 1 ts provisions, on the 

ground that theae lenda 1 being pat ented , e~e not 



. •bJeo" t o be dis.posed of by l egislation . In the 

Hou e, a1milar measures ere pend1n.g 41 None of t hem 

are now a lew , and l think I can say that hat wa s 

done 1n this bill will be the extent of · h t ill 

be done in this m t t er this session. 

Many d81 gerous b1ll~s of a j udici a l character 

haye been in t roduoed and are p ending .. I send you 

tilee of nearly all . In the ena te all these measures 

haTe been r eferred t o t he Judioiary Co · tte . , and 

are n ow before a sub• Cotnmitte·e , h ich 111 shortly 

hear t be ar guments of those representing t he Cherokee 

Nati on here . one ot these bills , s . 1100 , i ntroduced 

b7 .. . Da ea 1 pl a ces ell Indians , except . the Che r okees ., 

Chootews , Chickasa s , Creels a : Seminoles , under the 

or1m1na l Juri sdic tion of the s tate or Terri tory 11here 

t heir r eservations may be . -.• Coke , s . 997 , cr eates 

a Dtstric t in Texaa and .. r t of the I nd ian Terri tn ry,, 

with ae r tein juri sdiction, a s does $everal other bills . 

sene t or J ones c1 rkansas int roduced a bill, s . 1025 , 

which give s ci vil jurisdiction to the /estern Dist . 

Court of Ar kansas, end t he Texas Court . Also e bill 

ot s enator I. exe y , s • . 1026 , Besides these , I s end 

you House Bills on t he same subj ots by Rogers of 



J.rkenaea, Perkins ·Ot ansas 1 and ot her,s . senator 

Teat a leo in troduced his bill • t he a e whi ch t• as 

toraerly before Congress , for t he ere t1 n of a 

Court for the Ind i an erritory lone . This bill 

gives the. Court th·e s .me jurisdict i n only t ha t 

1a now exe.rc i sed by the w e.s~ern Di strict Court of 

Arkansas • a nd a kes ju!rors of any rson ho c n 

understand the l!.nglisb l anguage 1 ~ho is 1 fully 

in the country. Thi s is t he bill t ha t several 

d~legations have Qeen instruc t ed to cca t . A 

atrong eff"o:rt is being l!".ade by t hose unfriendly 

to our eople to ex end eivi 1 jurisdiction over the 

Indi an Terri tory t to t he Courts no. having 11mi ted 

criminal· j urisdic t ion.. _hi s, ith ro er effort can, 

I 'h1nk, be resisted in t he Senate , There is a 

strong demand, however, tor .civ i l jurisdiction in 

'the oases of . 11 1 t e men now resi ent in t he In ian 

Territory or tempore~ily t here . I t 1s alleged that 

auch men buy oattle ' in t he adjacent J t ates * drive 

t hem in to the Indian Terri tory and refuse to 1a Y for 

them. 

e tort is also being made by st . Louis 

and Chicago art1es to get -civil jurisdiction of 



08 some kind on the lea that they oa ot collect 

debts due them from peo le 11 vin in the Terri tory. 

I am ha ;py to s y that bill has already 

pea ed tte Senate to punish i nv sions o f t e Indi n 

Territory by imprisonment as 11 s fine . It is 

now in the· House and our friend s 111 endeavor t o 

beve it tevorebly a cted on . I f it bec omes a 1 

1t will be . g · ea t protect ion. Bills to punish 

cutting or timber on Indian reserv tione , and t he 

introduction of liquor re pehding i n both Houses . 

Bills have been r vorably re orted in both 

Houa a nd senate to send the ol i ms af t he old 

ettlers, and also the cl l s of the Ch rokee N tion , 

under the Treaties of 1835 a 1846, for fin 1 ad­

judication to the Court of l aims . 

A communic tion has been sent to Con re sa by 

the Commissioner of Indian Affa irs, be in Executive 

Document No. 82, 1st Session 49th ongress . It 

oonteina c rtei n memori ls of oo ored a .d oth r 

o1 tiz a of Cherok e t1on, compl ining t h t they 

414 not get t heir sh re or the last per capita pay-

m nt n the proceeds of the e le of 1 nds to 

wne , Nez Peroes, _one a, otoes and Uissouris, 

J 



~to., aa distributed and cl i ming th t a share or 
the same 1a legally snd justly due them under the 

Treaties with the United States. A bill w s fr d 

in the Commie 1oner's office and tr nsm1tted 1th 

it, reoommending th t an Act of congress b p ssed 

taking a sufficient amount from the Chero ee invested 

tunda, and paying 1 t out to these parties, or that 

en appropriation be made of sufficient amount f rom 

the Treasury or the United St test and th t it be 

declared i1en against the land or the tion lyin 

est ot the Arkansas iver, and be deducted from 

any pay.ment hereafter to be made on t hem. The first. 

proposition is clearly in viol tion of the decision 

ot the court or Claims recently affirmed by the 

Supreme Court, which deol res that th Cherokees 

haTe vested rights in their funds 1th hich neither 

Congre a nor the Executive Depart nt can i nterfere. 

I am ot opinion that the herokee lands are covered 

1n the same decision as they are ~ommon roperty of the 

Nation. This document was prepared · and sent up before 

the deo1a1on ot the supreme court had been romul ated. 

~uoh oontua1on seems to e 1st in the minds of any as to 

what are really the rights or herokee citizens. I do not 
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'the Supreme ourt _p ut a quie tus foreve r to t ha t 

claim and de:ic dad that t he o l y r1gl t the p ·ellen ts, 

the claimants, had or coul h ve , \ ul be 't bo 

re-a 1 tted to oi t 1zensh ip under -------
~Laws o!_the C_h __ k_e_e Nat on , that i s i t hoy 

were Cher k es. The eoision i ll be ublished 

by next on y or ·..~.lues a y, an s ol • • ·hill .t"s 

haa msde err ge nts or oop1e frolli e o rt, 

~ey will be or erded the oment th .ey ere re 1 ved . 

The c ee is considered one or most port nt 

decided t his Term, the decision ccu pying oonsi r ble 

time. The result clearly proves t ha t, ve n 1 n the 

Courts ot the United s tates these gre t questi on 

a sate. 

Greet efforts have been de and ny bills 

1nt duoed to establ1 sh territorial gover e n t for 

the Indian Territ ory, d open l rge orti o to 

11h1 te settlement. Amo ng these re th bills of 

• To nsend of I llinois nd r . .. ,eaver ot I o _; 

juat betor the letter gentleman took his se tin 

c ngress he · ep eered as t he edvoc te ot the lawle a 

1nTad ra ot t he Indian Territ ry styled boomer. 



1.1 ~hough not a member o t the Terri tor1al Committee, 

· he baa e p eared before 1 t in comp ny 1 th r. c rke 

an ex-member ho represents the 1 and de arg nta 

in tevor ot the e b 111 s. · bile m ny m n in Congress 

tavor theee un ·ust end eggres1 ve me aures, from al l 

the evride ce • 1 t . a :ears to me that road 

interests h1 oh center in and se to h ve reet 

power with the public men of Illinois. re l argely 

at the bottom of t his m vem!lnt , merely ut the 

lawless squater tor rd to cover up t heir o n r eel 

objects. The discussion in the House Committee on 

T rritori es has b en o r r ied 01 tor eeks , th Com­

mittee 1tt1ng to hear the ar guments . Represe r tatives 

ot the Creeks, Choctaws, end em1noles have ared , 

and under my instructi ons , our s eo1al Agent , Col . 

Phillips has repre sen ted the Cherokee N tion. I am 

hapPJ to say that in the Committee bi ll af ter bill 

haT been beaten or wi t ·dr wn, but s the P rti e 

are v ry da t e ined they ay brin in a 1nor1t,y re-

por into the House. ne r gum nt of _ . • eaver 

h a been t hat the creek and Semi nole land s G:l ded 

and conveyed to Government, and could be settled by 

whit a, and t l at the Cheyermes , rapahoes, I 1owas 



C ches erely held their land by "Executive 

and cou 14 be dispossessed an the land give 

h1 te settler • He 1ns1 ~ed that the Cherokee 

1 we at ot th r1 er as ceded," but the decision 

onrtnce4 the Commit tee that it was not. Ind ed that 

langue ot the Treaty is Tery plain. This discus ion 

aDd the 1 uage of thes interested parties shows 

Tery clearly that the at tempt to force the cherokee 

at1on to take 4? cents per acre 8 ovement 1 

their interest. r.r. 1 rke even produce a copy ot 

a actions ot a comndttee ot the Cherokee senate, 

to sh that the ap rais ment was thought to be legal 

by a party 1n the Cherokee ation. He did not succeed 

with this Committe , ho ever. 

h1le there ar many able gentlemen who are 

inclined to do fairly by the Cherokee tion, there 

1a a yery stro g ent1 _ nt in favor of forcing Ind­

iana senerally to become citizens ot the United s tate 

end to me~se them th the white population, and sell 

11 ot the reserves, s ve 160 acres , to th head ot 

e h Indian ta.mily. I do not think they can suooeod 

thla ,.er in breekin.g up the Cherokee N tion the 
•' 

ate• danger being in measures that might le 

to 1 • our ohiet detense lies in the taot that our 

r, 



landa are not held by occup nc titl , but 1n tee 

a~ple from the Uni ted t tes, and cannot be lien t e 

w1 thout a deed rro the Cherokee t1on. The 1 te 

deo1a1 ons of the Courts have stro . ly fortified us, 

and oon•inoe me that our chief eourity consists in 

a aerting our property rights before e tr1 b 1 

ot law. Until the hole land system i revol t1on1 z d 

they cannot dis ossess us. 

I h ve presented the ot of t he Cherokee Je is-

lature, p ssed 1 t s 1 te o ssion, in rel tion t o 

citizenship to scertain wh t ould be its prob bl 

eotion it such measure boo me 1 • h D p rt-

m nt, however, I understand, declines t ki 

on the citizens ip question ~nt11 the ot. 

any ct1on 

copy of 

the recent decision of the s upreme ourt in the orth 

carolina case. 

Among the . pendin billa r a number of bills 

enting ri ht of wa to railroad com anies through 

the Indian erritory, sixteen ot hich I send you. 

The only .one placed before the uenate so that it 1s 

11k ly to b come a law, is one on the valley 

ot th t. rkan es River tram t. mith to Arkansas City. 

Th rtgh ot way is 100 teet ide, vi i th ddi tion 1 

a aoh ten miles tor stations. The bill was 



contest d by our cp c se t tive 
("'! • 0 d d so 

h right of wuy could only be sed f o ilr 

purpo es, and s to revert to the tion in c s 

ot the abando ent of th roa • throb ' ction-

ble features ere e imin ted, b t t e sen t i si ts 

on passin b~ ls f r ecess ry ro ds o ly, s t e 

Ch rokee etion has refused to t ce y ctio on t t 

ssur noes h ve been i ve that. these c 

ters ill not b gr ted exoe t f r o s b ol t ly 

nee saar th t ust be built . T er 1 

m by hich the Chero ee r tion c n 

provision in 

ry m t ter 

into ourt if she e sires to o so . 

ln this connect! n, n er 1 at uctionu fro 

me Col. Phillips tiled protest i n the Dep rt ent 

against the accept nee or the s an plat of the 

road chartere t o y ~s g • I e ye e n 

bl to scertain e actly hat otion ill e aces-

ar7, but ill advise you . 

ery Re spectfully, 

• 

rincip 1 Chief . 

I 
~ 
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THE CHEROKEE ADVOCATE 

Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation I 
June 27, 1888 ' • T. 
Vol. 13, No. 3 
W. P. Boudinot, Editor 

SPECIAL MESSAGE OF J . B. MAYES 

Hon. R. L. Owen , 

u. s. Indian Agent, 

Muscogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 

Cherokee Nation , Ind . Ter. 

Tahlequah, June 7th, 1888. 

I am in receipt of a letter from W. E. 

Sanders, Sheriff of Cooweescoowee District , trans­

mitting a notification from you, for Mr . Sanders to appear 

before you on the 2nd inst., to answer to the complaint 

of o. M. McClel l an, also the affidavit of c. M. McClellan, 

stating that he is a citizen of the Uni ted States and 



also a citizen of the Cherokee Nation-- claiming 

that he has been unlawfully deprived of 540 head 

of cattle by said sheriff , which he was driving 

through our country to his ranch on the outlet 
' 

claimi ng that the law under which the cattle were 

seized, was unconstitutional , also claiming that 

prejudice is so h igh against him that he cannot 

hope t o get justice . I mus t acknowledge that I 

am truly surprised at the position that Mr . 

MaClellan has taken . He has lived in our country 

about 18 years and enjoyed all the rights of a 

Cherokee and had the full protection of the laws, 

and en j oyed all the numerous advantages derived 

from Cherokee citizenship , and no when he violates 

our quarantine laws in regard to the introduction 

of catt l e in our country and is caught in the act , 

comes before you and swears that he is a ci t izen 

of the Unit ed States , and asks t hat you protect 

him in this open v iolation of our laws . He claims 

that our l aws on t his subject are uncons t itut ional , 

therefore he wants you to release his cat t le . It 

such is t h e case, and he has been unlawfully depr ived 

of his prope rty, he has a remedy before our Judicial 

Department, t he place where all good citizens should 



go for a remedy for all wrongs sustained , instead 

·· of calling on you to use arbitary power in interfer­

ing with our local laws. 

I am sur e his rights would be and have been , 

as much respected before our courts a s any c i tizen 

of our country . I respectfully a sk that you do not 

interfer e in this, with our of ficers in the dischar ge 

of their duty, but ret urn McClell an to our l ocal l aws 

for protection . We claim j ur i sdiction over him and his 

property so long as he domi ci les in and remains a citizen 

of our country. 

I can assur e you t hat McCl el l an wi l l have 

as much p r oiection as any other c itizen of t he nat i on . 

I will send arties to repr esent t he interests of 

the Cherokee Nation , on the 12th inst . 

Yours Re spectfully , 

J. B. YES 

Principal Chief. 

; 



TBB: CHEROKEE CAPITAL 

'l'ahle quah , I • T • , 
.Tul7 20. 1888 
Vol. 1, No. 6 
T. W. FORKMAN )) Pubs. 
F. 1. BOUDINOT 

EDITORIAL ON :1. B. AYES 
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their bid tor .185 , 000. The :1nor1 ty report ~ s 

re~eote4 in the e.nate and them · or1ty repor'J; accep­

te4, end when the 1nor1 ty repor t re aabed the Lower 

Houae the Speaker refused to allow 1 t re ad , claiming 

1 t had been killed in the Senat~, hich settled it. 

Thia i s a stranse r uling, in our opinion, and we ill 

l eave it to the people to decide wh o is right, as they 

will have a chance before very long. 

The report af t h e Sena te Oomm:fl ttee on the mes­

sage or Chiet llfa.yes , vetoin the bill to lease the graz­

ing privil eges weat of 96 , and on the status of t he 

oompan1es bidding for t he privile@B w.tll be found 1n our 

columns . ! t occupies more sp oe than e like to ve 

1 t, but as 1 t involves a question in which every o1t1· 

zen of t he nation is · directly interested, e have thought 

proper t o g1 ve it publicity. It will b e interesting 

read1 ng t or poli t 1o 1ans one end th~ee years hence. --

I NDI AN .ARROW . 

It and t he rest of the record are interesting 

now. we regret that we llave not spaoe enou@tl. to pub­

lltda 1 t . The xrrow does not oo1nc1 de w1 th the conolu• 

aion err1 ved at by the c omrrJ. ttee i n taking / r • Henryr s 
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le M • that a dead lock · as the re ·sul t, and the c oun­

o1l adjourned w1thou't having released the country to 
•. 

·any one. 

The reasons that the Chief save tor his· 

position and those given by the counci llors who oppose 
• r 

h1m ee well as · 11 the reeorde 1n the me.t ter · ill in 
-

due time be given b y us to the people the t they may 

judp -- as one of t he people e co-incide 1 th the 

Chie:t ...... · e believe he was acuated by motives pure l y 

patr1ot1o -- th8.t he gave the matter his oloses.t a tten 

t1on and thet his conclusions ere those of wisdom. 
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Tahlequah , Cherokee nat i on , I . ':{ . 
November , 1889 
Volume ·14 , rumber 22 
(Da t e gi ven on inside oage · 
1ed~es d y .~.. ovember 13 , - 1889 . ) 
• • Boudlnot , Editor 

'I ~ :mr· GIVI JG CLL.L.- T .~.'" F J . B. r. ..l- .£3 

AS our fo~ef .t her s hen nature ' S children 

of the forest , in JUr~uit of game , ar ound the council 

fir e , in sir J1icity di d Give · raise and thanks to 

t he Gr eat ~ iri t i n t he i r yea r l y r. ysti c "gre en orn 

dance ,' for t he ret ur n of His great gift to t hen--

t he "Indian" corn--now to - da , as a hristi an 

ration of ~J eOl_ile ' i t iS but neet that the Che rokee 

eopl e '1ould give t an t o t e Ghristiar ' S God 

for h is co n t inued rotectior of o tr ibe in t he 

enjoyment of their government and home , and tha t , 

throuch t 1e o.n' trial t> Je have been com elled to 

ass, h e has continued to bl ess our ~) eo )le . 

It i s but ro er that e , '\S a r-ati n , 

should a se and ·ive e rnest t han s t o God th t 

we have be en J errr itte~ to live in t he enjoy 1ent of 

t h is life, and t he ~ec c e nd ro ~e ·ity th t ·sur-

r ounds us . 

, 
,.J.J 



F ow, t herefore , I , J .. B. ~-ayes , __ ri.!!-ci_P!:l 

of t h e Cherokee Nati on ,, do is s ue this , my "'ro ­

e:lamation ~ to the .,herokee Peo le, as.k i ng t hat yo u 
• 

set apart Thursday t h e 28th da of n ovembe r as a 

day of Thanks givi ng ,, that you assemble a t your usua l 

p l a ces of ·v orship and g ive tha nks to God , and be -

s eech Hi m to bles s us onc e more , and s hield us from 

the dangers tha t surround us , a nd ea r n es tly as k 

him to let us live , a s other Nations and .S t a t es 

around us , in the full enjo yment of t h e gifts t ~ at 

he has g iven us . 

Given under my hand a t Tahle quah , h erokee 

Nation, on thi s the 13th day of November in t he 

year of our Lord Ei ght e en Hundred and .~ i ghty-rine . 

J . B. LA d , 

·rin ci pal Chief . 
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PORTION OF Iv!ESSAGE OF JOEL B . MAYES 

Following will be found that portion of Chief 
Mayes' message referring to the western lands : 

Gentlemen: 

While the Cherokees have in t he last year_ been 

compelled to listen to t he cl amor t hat is being raised 

by many citizens of the Uni ted states and even officials 

of high s t anding to take from the Cherokees , lands 

that we have justl y owned so long , we must acknowledge 

that. the God of the white man is our God and has , in 

His mercy , been on t he side of t h e Ind i an : that He in 

His mercy , been on the side of t he Ind ian: t hat He in 

His wisdom has not only protected us as a nation of 

people i n t he ownership of our lands and in the right 

of self-government , but he has caused it to rain up on 

our land, and i t has brought forth bountiful harvests 

far the subsustence of our peopl e . 

You are dou bt less aware of the fac t tha t the 

United Stat es government has made a formal proposi t ion 

to the Cherokees to buy all thei r lands lying west of 



the Arkansa s r iver a t the price of $1 , 25 per acre , 

consisting of something over 6 , 000 , 0 0 0 acres . r 

herewi t h submi t their proposition and my answer them 

on the sub ject . 

In t he original acqui rement of all our lands 

west of t he Mississippi and in their removal from 

their ancient homes east of that river , t he Cherokees 

were very par t icular in getting a bona fide title to 

their newl y acquired country . When the United Sta tes 

government pr oposed to the Cherokees their removal 

west, t hey replied t ha t it would be useless to go 

th ere; that it would be but short t i me before the 

white man woul d be there dema nding their new home s . 

"No," wa s the rer ly f rom t he goverrunent, in the 

poetica l language of t hat great hero, Andrew Jackson , 

"You shall have it as long as gr ass grows end wate r 

runs." An agr eement was entered into by treaty 

stipula ti on t hat a patent t o t he land - a white man 's 

title- should be given to the Cherokees . ~he Uni t ed 

States congress ena cted a law in 1 838 , orde ring the 

president to issue t his atent t o the Cherokee s for 

these lends. Accordingly Mr. Van ·Buren did i ssue t he 

patent which you will find i n t he vaul ts of the treasury 



---

department, which conveys these tracts of coo.ntry -

the ?,000,000 acres which li e east of what was t hen 

termed the ttoutlet," and t be outlet itself and 800, 

000 acres known as the neutral l and s, vhich t he 

Cherokees pa i d for af ter the original purchase . 

The two first tracts amounted to 14,374,135 . 14 a cre s 

After perfecting this t itle to this country , 

experience had taught the Cherokees that there was 

an ever app roo. ching da nger mong their own people 

in ma king unlawful disposi tion of the ir lands , or 

that suc h a thing was liable to be done , and in order 

to put a stay to this dan gerous evil, the tenure of 

our lands wa s f i Xed by t he or ganic law of the 

Cherokee go ver nmen t- its consti tut i on - which pla ces 

it in the hands of the Che rokee people, whe r e it emphat­

ically says it shall remain, entirely out of the i m­

mediate control of t h e legislature so far as t he 

sale of land is concerned. This is, no doubt, a 

safe and wi se policy. : n my opinion t here is but 

one way by which t he Cherokees could enterta in a pro­

position to cede any portion of our country for t he 

settlement of United states citi zens. If the con­

stitution of the Cherokee nation means anything at all, 



it certainly means what it says about the tenure 

and ownership of our land when it makes it the 

common roperty of the Cherokee people and says it 

shall remain so. This article of the co nst itution 

was changed to comply with the treaty of 1866, when 

it gives the Cherokees the right to allot their lands 

when they see fit. But, mark you, if this change 

of tenure should be made, it still pl a ces t he lands 

in the hands of the people . Therefore, a change in 

the constituti on ust be eff ected before t he Cherokee 

nation could entertain t he propos ition to buy our 

lands wes t of the Arkansas river, y action on 

your part , outside of this fundame ntal principle of 

your government would be revolution, which would not 

only involve the safety of your government but your 

lands also. In the forma tion of the Cherokee govern-

ment every principle goes to show that the Cherokee 

nation never intended to part ith this country, but 

that it should remain t he conwon property of the 

Cherokee peo ple. so you i ll perceive that it will 

be hard ma tter to sell any portions of our country 

to t he United s tates govennme nt, if e choose to do 

so, for t he settlement of her citizens. 



This proposition of t he government of the 

United States to the Cherokees to re-cede to t he 

government this country is entirely a new one . It 

proposes in pa rt ot abrogate the 16th article of t he 

treaty of 1866 - the right to setlle friendly I ndians 

on these l ands, after a l apse of over twenty years, 

and after the government retreated from t his privilege 

by making this ro osition t hrou gh an act of congress 

to buy this country for other ur oses. It should 

certainly be abandoned . There has been much said a 

about the appraisement of these lands by the United 

States government at 47.49 cents per ocre . There has 

been much said about the a· praisenent of these l ands 

by the United States gov ernment a t 4? . 49 cents pe r 

a cre. h e re is no a r ticle i n said treaty that 

authorizes an appr a isement of the lands in a body . 

The appraisement was made co ntrary to trea ty sti u­

lation. The treaty provi des for the Chero ees to 

sell portions of this l a nd and gave fee simple titles 

to friendly Indians that the go verr ent may settle 

thereon, the rice t hereof to be fi xed by the Cherokees 

and the lndians to be settled, and should .t he rties in 

interest fail to agree on t he price, the pres ident of 



the United St ates is to be the umpire and fix the 

price. This price extends only to such lands as are 

sold and trans ferred by the Cherokees and occupied 

by fri endly Indians i n compact bodies , not to exceed 

160 acres to each Indian , and the meets and bound s 

definitely described . The same article of treaty 

plainly s pe cifies tha t all of said l ands not sold 

and occupeed by friendly Indians shall rema in in the 

possession of and under the jurisdiction of the 

Cherokee nation . To-day there is no more restriction 

on t he 6 , 000 , 000 acres of t he Cherokee lands west of 

the Arkansas river than t here is on their lands occu­

pied by them east of t ha t river, s in ce the whole is 

embraced i n one and the same patent and all belongs 

to the Cherokee people , except that which has been 

sold and t ransf erred to f ri endly I ndians and for 

which deeds have been executed by the Cherokee nat ion 

to the United States in trust for the friendly Indians . 

The United s tates gover nment can take the lands of the 

Cherokees east of the Arkansas river for the settle­

ment of her citizens, w.ith as much pro riety as · it can 

take their lands west of t hat river. 

This is t he last show the Cherokees have inside 



of the jurisdiction of the United States. After 

the Cherokees having from time to ti rre, parted with 

over 81,000,000 acres of land to the colonies and 

the United States.governme nt since the year 1?21, and 

where now stand the proud states of the Carolinas, 

Virginia, Georgia, Kentucky , Tennessee and Alabama, 

this renmant portion of our once powerful tribe 

certainly should be pe itted to r es t on a spot of 

earth where it can have a- permanent home protected 

from the danger of land pirates and boomers who know 

no law except that or ·might . Besides all this every 

right, immunity and interest in this soil belong to 

the Cherokee people . They should never think once of 

parting with it without realizing its fu l l value. 

There is a clamor of unprinci pled and unscrupulous 

class of peo ~e who say that the government will 

take it if you do not sell it. Now I have faith in 

that proud and honorable government, the United States, 

with such a noble and good man as Benjamin Harrison 

at its head, that she cannot stoop to such a low act 

as to rob 8 helpless and defenseless race of people 

as we are, and who long since laid down the implements 

of war and have learned the arts of peace and left our 



disputes to be settled by civil arbitration and to 

the God of justice to f i ght our battles before a 

Christi an na t ion of people . Therefore be true to 

yourselves in eve r y par ticular. Surrender nothing 

you believe to be yours unless done by your voluntary 

consent and your conscience tells you it is right. 

If the land is ever sold, it should be done by 

t he people, untrammeled, true an d voluntarily, with 

the district understanding that t he Cherokees a re 

parting with a piece of p roperty t hat ri gh tfully 

belongs to them, and without being coerced or bull­

dozed into sale and at a price equal to its full 

value. But it is certainly a poor government that 

is continually part i ng with its territory, off all 

t he wealth owned by any nation of the earth, the 

pride and boast of that nati on is i n its land and 

property. 


	Cover

	Pension Payments - 1875

	Debate on Oklahoma Bill - 1878


