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THE CHEROKEE l1DVOCATE 

Tahlequah , Che rokee 
Saturday , ' 8Y 24 , ­
VOlume 26 , 
G. o. Butl er , 

Nation , I. T. 
1902 
No. 19 
Ed1.t6r 

LE'ITER OF T. M. BUFFINGTON 

Sir : 

I beg leave to call your atten tion to t he enclosed 

newspaper clipping relati ng to the means employed in appo inting ~ 

teachers to schoo l s 'in this nation , by t he Cherokee Bo ard of 

Education. This i nfo rma tion purport s to be a par t of t he r e-

port made to you by Col . Fr ank Churc~i ll and the Uni t ed St ates 

supervisor of school f or t he Cherokee Nation . These charge s , 

if actually made by your subordina t es , are of such gr ave char acter 

that I cannot pass them by without some a ction or i nvesti gation . 

But , being in the nature of general accusa tions aga i ns t a cer-

tain class of Cherokee people , I r ealize t he i mportance and im-

possibility of proceeding i n t he pr emises wi th any c rta i nt y of 

arriving a t results without your help . I know tha t many t e?. cber s 

have been appointed to positions fn -our schools ho are near r e-

l atives of le ading men of t his nati on , but they ar e our best teacher s , 

fully capabl e in every parti cular , an our l aws give t hem t he pr e-

ference. Judging from these extracts of this purported repo ~t of 

Mr. Churchill, now being printed i n the presses Of the country , 



the ~pression goes· abroad tha t our t eachers are incompetent and 

only hold appointments because of the i r relati onship t o some 

"leading poli t ic ian , 11 and ·that we are fast r etrogr ad i ng. '.hile 

this purport ed report does not say so i n terms specifi c , it is 

i nt ended to and does create such i mpression . This is unfair to 

t he Cherokee Nation as a government , and· to the teachers of our 

schools . Our present school system was inaueurated by the real 

Cherokee Indian , without the aid or assistance of t he United 

St ates , more than sixty years ago . It has rown from Half a 

dozen country schools t o three hi gh s chools , one or hans ' home , 

and 135 nei hborhood schoo l s , and today the per cent of illi t era tes 

among t he India~s of the Cherokee tribe i s smal ler than that of 

your o 1n state of i ssouri . I a~ free to say that it is not ·my 

de sire to shield a single incompetent te cher or cor~pt offici al 

of t hi s nati on ; but there is no doubt t ha t you and your subordinates 

transgressed t he rule of fairne·ss due a dependent nat ion of eople 

when you ermi tted t o be mad~ and r inted broadces t over the country 

opprobrious charges of su ch general char acter . I am thoroughly in 

sympathy with any mo vement for t he" be t terment of our e uca tional 

f acilities , and i ll no t , under any ci r cl stances , to erate an 

offici al aot detri nental t o our school , if in my power to prevent 

it; but I do not bel ieve t hat t he co urse adopted oy you and your 

subord i nates is t he proper one to pursue in order to eradi cate 

wha t ever evils may exi s t . 

I am anxious to kno the na e o~ names of t he offi cial 



or offi cials "with a pull" Tiho secured t he appo i ntme nt of a 

teacher or o f t eachers not competent . I desire to know t he na"'!le 

or names of an incompetent teacher or of teachers who have secur -

ed appointments t o positions i n our s chools on a ccount of 

»-favoritism. n I assure you tha t when my at t ent i on is cal led to 

any officmal mi sconduct in any department of t hi s na tion all the 

power I ha ve will be i nvoked t o i ts correction. 

The reco rds of every department of t his government ar e 

open to the i nspection of the publ i c . 11 appl i cants for schools 

are examined publ i cly , papers , grades , and names of all t ea chers 

appointed are recorded and filed in t he office of t he Cher okee 

Board of Educati on. 

In his communicat ion of t he 5t h ins t ., rel ating t o 

the claim of R. o. Evans & Co . against t he Cherokee Nat ion , i n 

t he sum of ~:~3 , 870 , fo r 129 maps , the Ron. J . Geo r ge Wr i ght , United 

States Indian i nspecto r for t he Indian Terri tory , says t hat t he 

department .considered this cl aim , and s t ated : 

"From the r eport of t he superi nt endent of s chools i t 
appears t hat no objection ~as ~de as to the price or qual i t y of 
the articles f ur ni shed , but the refusal to make t he appropriation 
was on account of some hostile feeling bet ween t be members of t he 
council and t he boar d of educat ion , occasioned by t he refusal of 
the board to make cer tain school appoi ntment s recommended by cer­
tain leadi ng councilmen. " 

You have a United St ates super visor of s chools here 

I want to eliminate officials and t eacher s obstr uc t i ng the 1m- · 

proveme~t of our s chools . If your subordi nates know anyt hing 

detrimental to our schools, I want to know it also. · 



In t he culmina tion of t he great Vfuiskey Ring i n 18? 6 

the entire roster of United St a tes of fici als wer e not branded 

as crimi nals, but t he guil ty were si '1gled out and punished . 

tfuen t he char ge of bri ber y and corruption as made in t be house 

of representatives a few days ago an i nvestigation v, as ordered 

so t hat the stigma ould no t f all upon t he whole body , but up-

on t he culpable . I feel t ha t we shoul d take this matter up 

and se every means t o correct every evil , and do everything i n 

our power l ooking t o t he betterment of t he Cherokee eople , 

and especiall y o r schools . 

' ,i th sentiments of t he hi ghest regar d , I am yours 

mos t respectfully , 

T. _ r. BUFF 'G'.IDN, 

Pr inci pal Chief . 
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T::E CEEROlCEZ ADVOC TE . 

Tahlequah , Cherokee Nation 
Satur day , July 26 , 1902 
Volume 26, . o . 28 
G. o. Butler, Editor 

PROCLAMATION OF T. M. BUFFDJGTON 

To t he Clerks of t he sever al 

districts a 1d membe r s of t he 

National Council , 

,j hereas , a mea sure was passed by t he Congress of 

t he United St ates and approved by t he Pr esi dent t hereof , 

on t he f i r st day of July 1902 , ent i tled . 

An ... ct t o provi de for t he allotment of the l ands 

of t he Cherokee Nation , fo r t he di osi t i on of tovm s i t e s 

tller ein , and for other purposes , which cont ai ns t he follow-

i ng provisions , 

"This .n.ct shal l no t tal~e ef.1 ect or be of u- vali -

di t ... - ntil rat ified b~ a maj ori t .,. of the whol e number of 

vot es cast b t he l e"·al voters 0 t he vhero:-ee - tion i n 

tle manner foll owi ng , 

The r incipal Chi ef , shall 'ntbin ten da s after 

t he passage of thi s ~ct by Congress , make public procla-

mation t hat the s ame shall be voted upon at a special el e-



ction to be held for that purpose Ti t hin thirt days there-

after, on a certain day therein named , and he shall appoint 

such officers and make such other provisions as may be nee-

essary for holding such election. The votes cast at such 

election ·shall be forth ri th duly certified as required b 

Cherokee law, and t he votes shall be counted by the Chero-

kee _"ational Council , if t hen in session , and if not in ses-

sion the 1-rincipal Chief shall convene in xtraordinary Ses-

s i on for t he purpose of , in t he pr esence of a member of the 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , and s id member 

and the Principal Chief shall jointly ke certi f icate there-

of and proclamation of t he result . " 

Now, Therefore, I , T. M. Buffin on , Principal Chief 

of the Cherokee Nation , in confor.mity to t he pr oceeding pro-

visons of the Act of Congress aforesaid , do issue this , my 

proclamation directinL and ordering t hat a Special ~lection 

be held at the variousv9ting precinc ts in the several dis-

t ricts of the Cherokee Nation on the ?th., day of Au st - -
1902 , for the purpose of voting upon the ratification or - -
rejection of the ct of Congress before mentioned , and sai d 

election shall be held and conducted , i n all respects , as 

provided in t '1e la s of the herokee Nation , "Relating to 

Election , " and pu.blished in t l) e Compiled laws of 1892 , in 

so tar as the same may be applicable to an election of this 

character. All persons , who are qualified voters , under 



the la s of the Cherokee Nation , and none others , will be 

entitled to vote at said Special lection . 

The full text of the ct of congre ss aforesaid has 

been printed in the Cherokee Advocate in the ~he rokee and 

~nglish languages , and a copy of said Act in both languages 

is hereto attached and made a part of this pro clamation to 

the end that the legal voters of this nation may be fUll 

advised as to its provisions in order t hat they may intell­

igently vote thereon . 

In the further compliance ith the provisions of 

said Act , and the a thority vested i n me , I do procl&im, 

that on t he morning of August l 9C2, t he eleventh day of 

August , t he members of the Senate and Council from each 

district of the Cherokee Nation shall assemble in rational 

Council at t he seat of government of said nation , to meet 

in Extraordinary Session , for the purpose of counting the 

votes cast at said Cpecial election , in the presence of 

the Da es Commission member , and to transact such other 

business as may be properly presented . 

And by t he authority in me vested by t he la~ and 

Constitution of the herokee r ation , I hereby issue my pro­

clamation, to the clerk of Canadian District , Cherokee Hat­

ion , promul gating the seventh da of ugust 1902 , as a day 

upon which a Special lection shall be held for t he election 

or one SeBator to fill the vacancy caused by the death of 



I 
I 

~.> 

the Honorable Henry c. Lowery , and t he management , ce.rtif-

icates and r eturns of such election shall be made as p ro-

vided by t he Compiled ode of t his nation of 1892 , the vot-

i ng to be done at t he various prec inct s of sa i d distri ct 

under t he direction and control of t he same elect ion of fi -

cers who may be appointed to conduct the Spec ial El ecti on 

to be held on that day for the purpose of vot ing upon the 

ratification or rejection of t he Act of Congr ess befo re 

mentioned . 

In testimony hereof, I hereunt o set my hand and 

cause the seal of the Cherokee Nation to be aff i xed , at 

Tahlequah , Indian Territory , on t h i s the ni nt h da of 

July A. D. 1902 . 

T. M. BUFFI NGTON, 

Principal Chi ef . 

Attest : 

J. T. Parks , 

Executive Secretary.· 
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THE TAHLEQUAH ARRO 

Tahlequah, Indian Territory 
Saturday, November 8, 1902 
Sixteenth Year No . 9 
Waddie Hudson Editor & Owner 

FOURTH · ~lWAL MESS . GE OF T. M. BUFFINGTON 

Members of the National Council, 

Gentlemen:-- The cycle of time ha s added 

another year to our existence a s a people, and 

stamped the unmistakable marks of decline and de-

cimation upon our tribal government . One by one 

the attributes of Indian soverei gnty have been 

wrested fro us, and the exercise of that supreme 

power by the great and powerful gov .r nmen t of t he 

United States ha s been introduced i n its stead . 

Every political innovati on effects most powerfully 

our property rights and when t he two are int i mately 

connected, ent ined an d inseparable , conditions will 

ever be complicated, serious and perplexing . a ing 

to this state of affairs and the r esultant pecuniary 

loss to every citizen by further delay a nd our 

consent to a change became apparent to a majority of 

the Cherokee people, t his absolute necessity was 



consumated on the 7th day of August, last, by the 

ratifica t ion of the a ct of Congr e s s appr oved J uly 1, 

1902, entitled , ttAn act pro vi ding for the all otmen t 

of the lands of the Cherokee Nation, f or t h e dis-

positions of townsi tes therein, and f or other pur poses." 

Ti e i s t he prime r equisite for the application 

of its provisions. By i t s terms our comnunal i nterests 

will be individual i zed . The sys t em o land t enure 

goes f rom a na tional to a personal o nershi • The 

result of thi s me t hod 1 akes ever y Cherokee citizen a 

landlord. Under such an arr angemen t vi rgin s oil wil l 

be placed i n a sta te . of cultiva tion, and lands already in 

farms will be i mproved by a more carefu l till age . The 

produce of the land is t he principal i f no t the sol e 

source of priv t e accumul t ions, revenue nd eal t h of 

every country. In the pa st l and has been pri zed by 
' 

our people prin~ipally for the pas t urage it afforded 

their herds and have ·val ued our do:._a in on ac count of 

its natural gr owt h . Now the Che rokees are rapidly 

turning from a pastor i 1 to an agri cultural people 

end are producing an abundance of whea t, corn, cotton, 

fruits and vegetables. 

The distribution of our l and among our citizen s 



necessarily requires that more careful and sc ientific 

methods be e ployed in the cultivation of the land . 

IV.ore encour gemen t should be given to every citizen 

to take charge, control and manage his own land, 

thereby becoming a strong and energetic tiller of 

the soil. New conditions have come into existe nce 

and created a demand for a different kind of activity . 

The blending o all I ndian tribes into the Anglo -

Saxon form of government and their absorption as a 

part of the population is being rapidly consummated, 

end is a question of a short time only until its 

final completion . According to t he teachings of 

chri stian· civilization the redman should gain morally , 

intellectually , physically and economically . He 

i s stimulated by the thrift and industry of his · 

white bro t her and his posterity will ascend the pinni cle 

of succe ss , happiness and advancing civili zation by 

reason of being citi zens of this wonderf ul .American 

government Care should be e xercised that · this rising 

hope be not clouded with disappointment by our f ail-

ure to act in unison for the future sat e t y and el-

fare of ea ch other, and the want of effect to arrive 

at conclusions that are best for all . 



SUPPLE TAL TREATY 

By t he adoption of the Act of Congress , approved 

t h e firs t day of last July, eve y citi zen receive 

lands equal in valua t ion to 110 acres of the average 

al lottable l an s f or his or her allotme t, f orty 

acres of wh i ch is a homestead, inal ienable for 

t wen ty one years , and the remain er inal ienable for 

five ye·a rs. There are exceptional case s and con-

ditions on wh ich such restr icti ons are burdensome , 

for 7h ich it might be wise to ma ke provisi ons for 

· removal by suppl emental greement , but land being 

the chi ef source of sustenance to mankind - the main 

support and stay of go vern ents , for the safety of t e 

present generation nd s ec urity to posterit y our 

people s hould not , eYen if res tric t ions are removed, 

part with t he soil soon t o be i ndividuali zed and 

thereby re nder t hemsel ves homel ess . Though tri al 

governme nt may not be co m letely di s s ~ olved until the 

fourth day of \:arch, 1906, r evisions should be mad e 

now for a f i nal, en t ire ~d total adjustment of our 

affa irs. Public buildings and reservations set apart 

for our use dur ing continuance of tri al autonomy 

should be recogni zed as prope r subjects f or disposit i on 



in drawing a supplemen t al t rea ty . Collection of 

revenues, quarantine regula tions and other matters 

of more or less i mportance also deserve atte ntion . 

A memorial should be drafted, i ncorpora ting t herein 

all unfinished business, and p assed dur i ng the 

present session of Council , to ta ke the same course 

that resulted i n t he act of Congress confirmed by us 

last August. I trust there will be within the con­

tents of said instrument a secti on provid i ng t hat , 

after diViding all lands and paying al l just debts 

against the Na ti on, all other prope rty of every 

kind and character be cashed , our assets marshaled and 

every dollar be d is t ributed to Cherokee citi zens . 

This mat ter is of sufficient i mpor tan ce to demand 

i mmedia t e action . Steps toward t he adj ustmen t of 

such interests cannot be delayed only a t the pe r~l of 

great pecuni r ry lo ss to our people . 

SELE CTION OF ALLOTJ:JENTS 

The commission to the Five Civilized Tribes will , 

on January lst, 1903, open an of fice in Vinita for the 

purpose of permitting citi zens to fi l e on particul ar 

tracts of lands desired to be taken and issuing 

certificates t herefor, fter its continuance until 



April 30, following the comrnission's removal to 

Tahlequah and there remain indefinitely in the dis-

cha rge of its duties as made and provided. Nine 

months from the date of issuance of allotment cer­

tificate, no contes t arising, a deed will issue to 

the allottee. This work is carri ed on as e xpedi t iously 

as possi ble until completion. The value of land 

ranges fro m fifty cents to six doll ars and fifty 

cents per acre , and three hundr ed a nd twenty- f ive 

dollars and sixty ce nts in value cons titutes an 

allotmento 

APPRAISE T OF TO - LOTS 

The commission to fix the value on a l l t own 

lots in this Nation entered upon its duties so 1e 

· weeks ago. A list of all to n property s old un er 

tribal la f hns ben furn ished fr om the r ecords in the 

executive off ice to the said commissi on e rs . Owing 

to the many cl asse s of town lots s pecif ied in our 

1 te treaty , t h is work is necessarily laborious and 

will require time to complete the apprai s ement. 

PATI~NT 0 NATIONAL DEBT 

In fulfillment of s t ipulations of our late treaty 

with the government in the form of an ct of congress , 



the Secretary of the Interior is causing to be paid , 

by the United States Indian Agent at Muskogee, all 

outstanding indebtedness of the Cherokee nation . 

I nterest on all warrants ceased on t he first day of 

October last . errants now issued by t h e executive 

department are sent to the Indian Agent a nd a 

government check is delivered therefor, warra ts no 

longer being put in circula t ion . 

ENROLL AE NT 

The enrollment of the citizens of the Cherokee 

nation by the Commission to the Five Civili zed Tribes 

is practical y completed . The final roll will be 

completed by the first of the coming year . The 

commission h s been reviewing cases and forwarding 

them to the Secreta ry of the Interior for approval . 

Li sts of all bona fide Cherokee citizens will have 

been transmitted to the Inter·ior de ar t ment and ap­

proved in order that the work of allotment may begin 

on the first of January nexto You are respectfully 

referred to the report of the atto rneys for the 

Cherokee nation for detailed statement of the progress 

of t h is work . 

FUTURE POLICY 

The proper course to pursue in order to have 



some weight and presti ge in moulding the government 

of this country, afte r ours has gone , is a subject of 

the greatest vital conce rn to every Cherokee cit i zen . 

The Indians occupy a peculia r a nd t r ying at titude in 

the prese nt governmental cond iti ons, a nd wi ll con tinue 

in such position for some ye ars a t le a s t . Be i ng the 

owners of t he land t heir i nte r ests must necessarily 

vary to a noticeabl e degree from t ha t of a c i tizen of 

the Un ited .t a tes and non- citi zens . Thei-r rights 

must be respected; their concern for t he f u ture welfare 

of the country deserves considerati on . It can safely 

be said without f ea r of contradic t ion tha t c i ti zen and 

non-citizen unite in the recogniti on of the difference 

between federal and sta te government, and they desire 

to secure that which is termed, "Home Rule," · th 

all its accruing bene f its, and hand it down t o os terity. 

Red , white and black must acknowledge t hat a smoul der­

ing hatred and racial aliena t ion s are a me ace to t he 

strength and happiness of any people . I n order to 

obtain and establish a government in that h i gh minded 

proportion t hat cha r a cterize the sta t e s surrounding 

us the inhabitants of ·this coun try must put aside al l 

race prej udices , be one people and s t rive f or a 

common cause. No great political reform or i nnovation 



can be successful without united effort and concerted 

ac tion . If there ever v;-as a time in the history of 

any country that demands a grand, harmonious movement 

to the end that a government be secured "for the 

JS ople and by the re ople" at the earliest practicable 

moment , that time is now . 

INJUNCTION SUIT . 

Under the act of Congress, approved June 28, 1898, 

numerous applications were made to t he Secretary of the 

Interior, by persons ho a re not citizens of t he 

Cherokee nation, for the lease of the l a nds of thi s 

nation for the purpose of mining f or oil, ga s, coa l 

and other minerals . ong the ap lications is that 

of a corporation known as the Cherokee Oil and Gas 

Company , organized under the laws of Arkansas , apply­

ing for a lease covering about ninety- four thousand 

acres of land be longing to t he Cherokee na ti on and 

occupied by her citizens , whereupon I caused to be 

filed in the supreme court of the District of Columbia 

on Oc t ober 23 , 1901 , a petition pra ying for in junction 

restraining the Secretary of t h e Interior, his sub­

ordinates, agen ts and employees of t he United States 

from proceeding- furthe r in t he matter of granting 



said application or any part thereof for mining 

leases on our lands by any person or persons whom­

soever. On ay 6, 1 902 , the supreme court of the 

District of Columbia sustained the contention of 

the Secretary of the Interior on the grounds that 

the matters n amed in the prayer for injunction are 

matters of administration which cannot be taken 

away from an e xecut i ve department, or carried into 

the courts, and that the act of Congress of June 

28, 1898, was a valid exercise of the power of 

Congress over the property of said Indian tribe . 

his decis ion was confirmed by the court of appeals 

and an a peal allowed and taken to t he supreme 

cour t of t he United States . The brief and argmnent 

of the counsel on art of t he nat i on is submitted 

f~ your informat ion. 

RECENT ACTS 0 "" COUNCIL. 

Laws relat i ng to colle c tions uf unpaid i nstall -

ants on i ntruder i n1 r ovements , estray property, i n tro­

duction of foreign cattle a nd other revenue l aws pass­

ed by the national council and approved by the resident , 

are ineffe ctive by r eason of t he lack of a forum in 

which to enfor ce t hem. These i mpor tant proposit ions 

might be brought in to subjection by the operation of 



a supplemental agreement . 

EDUCATION 

The manufa cturer, capitalist, sta tesman , 

clergyman, farmer , stockman, pol itician and dude 

a ll agree t ha t educa ti on i s t he pana cea for all 

human troubles . The tomahawk and the s calp i ng 

knife of the Cherokees have long since been 

buried but the sword of intellect t alces their pla.ce 

and must be weilded with dexterity . Histor y proves 

that the dissemin tion of educa tion among the mas s e s 

is t h e grea test source of prosperity to any common-

1ealth and where church, chapel and school have kep t 

pace with t he age happiness ha s been most generally 

distributed, and t he sublime wants of man more ade­

quately supplied . ine-tent hs of th e chi ldr en of 

our na t i on live in the country and depend en tirely 

on the dis t rict schools for an educat ion , a vast 

majority will attend no other schools and grow up 

without the proper t r aining . The ale and emale 

Seminaries are accomplishing a great work and I 

trust more of our boys and girls will take advan tage 

of the opportunities offered by these schools. A 

uniform course of study in the primary schools should 

be adhered to so s to connect with the course of 



studaes adopted by our high schools and thus 

continuously provide a supply of new pupils for the 

Seminaries . 

Aggregate attendance of pupil s in primary schools 

for the past year •••.••••••••.• • • 4582 

l~le Seminary •••••••••••••••••.••••••••• 239 

Fema l e Seminary • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • . • • • • . • • • • 263 

Orphan Asylum • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1 · 

Colored High School ..................... 62 

The intentions for whi ch the Orphan ~sylum 

was founded are being nobly fulfilled . The science 

of agriculture should receive more atte ntion at 

this institution thereby gi ving our you th, soon to 

go forth in life depending on self alone, a bette r 

idea of the value, need, use and benefit of land . 

Mission schools in operation in the Cherokee nation 

have enrollments of pupils as follows : 

Willie Halsell College , Vi nita , • • • • • • • 144 

Presbyterian ission, Tahlequah • • • • • 200 

resbyterian Mi ssion, Dwight ••••••• 82 

Presbyterian ission, Elm Sp'gs • • • • 0 66 

Baptist ission, Tahlequah ••••• 188 

Cumberland Presbyterian Chelsea •••••••• 50 



With these facilities for educa tion this 

nation has reasons to anticipate a community inf erior 

to none and one which will be f ul ly competent to 

defend her interests and obtain her r ights. any 

faithful and conscientious public school tea chers 

cannot follow teac hing stric t ly as a profession but 

are compelled to ~upplement t heir meager earnings 

from other sources or else go un supplied with many 

comforts and necessities of life. That these tea chers, 

overworked and poorly pa i d render the na tion most 

valuable services no one can gai nsay , and I hope 

council will see the i mportance and r ec ognize t he 

necessity of i ncreas i ng t he appropriation for public 

schools so as to provide better salaries, longer 

terms and more schools. I am gratified to report 

that the board of education is administering the 

educ a t i onal affairs f aithfully and efficien tly , and 

their r ep ort w.ill acqua i n t you with the condition of 

this department . 

CHURCH AND USSI 0 N RESERVATI ONS 

Section 24 and sub-division of the act of 

congress approved J uly 1, 1902, r e serves a specific 

number of acres of land to the use and benefit of 

certain religious denominati ons and schools, with 



the further provision that any school or college 

claiming a greater number of acres than herein named 

may be granted the number of acres to whi ch it is 

entitled under t he law . illie Hal sell College 

takes 160 acres and pays therefor 10 per acre . 

The Baptist Mission at Tahlequah lays claim to 

s omething near one hundred acres contiguous to the 

town, and asks the Secretary of the Interior to set 

aside such lands for its use . These people were 

granted four acres whi ch I deem sufficient to 

answer all their purposes, therefore I protested 

against the granting of one hundred acres for the 

reason that such land had never been le ally s l eot­

ed . The Presbyterians cl'"'im thirty acres at Dwight 

Mission, to the granting of whi ch I objected on ac­

count of the non- compliance with the provision of 

law in granting them the use of such lands : t hey 

were required to consent to the grant by fil i ng 

acceptance of same in the executive office hich 

they fa i led to do . The friends at Skitook claim 

80 acres but are not entitled on accoun t of not 

complying with treaty law. 

HOr, ' :D,OR BLIND , INDIGENT INSANE 

An appropriation of funds for the continuance of 



this benevolent institution should receive your 

early attention . A number of disabled and un-

fortunate persons of our country are benificently 

provided for at this institution . The ap ropriation 

should be made to cover e ... ::penses to December 31 of 

each year . 

CH ~ROKEE VOCA E 

An appropriation should be de for the 

continuance of our national newspaper a s it i s t he 

sole medium for the diffusion of i nf ormation among 

our fullbl ood citi zens . 

EL 'CTION 

You should make the necessary provisions for 

the holding of our regular election next August . 

THE BOVI E DLSEASE 

The livestock i ndu stry is of vital and growing 

importance to t he people of this nation . iVhil e t h ere 

is a law, passed by council and a roved by the Pr es ­

ide nt, against the i ntroduction of cattle from surround-

ing states during certain seasons of the year , we are 

powerl ess to enf orce it, hen ce cattle spr·eadi ng cont ag i ous 

and infec t ious di eases mix a nd mingle whth ou r home 

herds, so the virulent and fatal epidemic of murrain or 
• 



Texas fever i nvariably foll ows and i n some instances 

ali os t exte1.· __ i te the small herds of native cattle 

belonging t o the poo rer class of our p eo le . I 

have appe al ed t i me and gain to the United States 

Indian Inspec tor and Agent for rotection , but without 

effect . I su bmit this . at ter as pertinent for consid-

era tion . n appeal to c ongress to p rovide protection 

mi ght bring the needed r elief . 

EX E JS S 

Below i s given a st tement of the a propriations 

and d isbursements a s shown by the records of the 

executive depar tment for the year ending September 30 , 

1902 . Amoun t of general fund s a ropriated ~46 , 230 . 20 , 

this include s ~ 11 , 08~ . 20 expended by the attorneys for 

t h e Che ro kee nat i on before the awes co 1ission in 

making final roll of citi zens . Total d isbur.sed less 

118 . 14 . Appropriation of school fund ~ 7 6 , 6 02 . 15 , un­

expended balan ce 21 , 3 61 . 1 2 . Orphan syl um appropriation 

$18 , 150 . 50 . I ns ane sylum ap r opri t ion ~3, 042 . 00 , 

Appropri a tion co r sumed . The s chool and or phan sylum 

appropriat i ons re made t o De cet1ber 31 , 11 hile the 

i ns ane a l 1 appropr i a ti on ends Sep t e ber 30 of each 

year . 



RELIEF OF THE DESTITUTE 

The appropriation made ffi rch l ast , for the 

relief of the des titute caused by the drouth in 

the year of 1 901, was disapproved by the president , 

but at my request payrnen t was made under direction 

of t he Secretary of the Interior to t hose of our 

c1tizens who were in needy circumstances . It is 

hoped that the great hardships endured will be a 

good lesson in economics to our people , and tha t 

the bountiful harvests reaped the sea son j ust 

passed will be garnered and utilized with t he 

greatest prudence and frugali ty. 

FINANC S 

The Uni t ed States Indian Agen t at Auskogee 

has collected for the Cherokee nation up to September 

30, 1902, royalties on merchand i s e , co l , ha y , gravel, 

timber, ferry, oil and g ·s the s um of •i!i 20 . 62?,55 . 

Estray agent9 and revenue coll ec tors r e ort 1 ,268 . 91 . 

I have not been able to ascertain t he amount of 

revenues received by t he Cherokee treasurer . The 

Indian Agent has disbursed our funds on account of 

payment of warrants , s uppress ion of snallpox , p yment 

to destitute Cherokees and expenses in connection 

\ 



therewith, witness fees in attendance before the 

commission to the ive Civilized Tribes , salaries of 

enumerators and interpreters in connect i on with the 

payment to de stitute Cherokees: 351 , 316 .00. 

INVESTED FUNDS 

Principal General Fund • • • • • • • • • • 

Pri.ncipel Asylum Fund • • • • • • • • • • 

Principal Orphan Fund • • • • • • • • • • 

Principal School Fund •••••••••• 

Balance -of royalties, Sept . 30 , 
1902. 

RE ORTS OF OFFICERS 

1,428 , 543 .21 

64 ,147 . 1'7 

374 , 67 . 31 

852,261.04 

23 , 817 . 60 

Herewith is submitted the following reports : 

Board of education, treasurer, United States Indian 

agent, attorneys for the Chero kee na t ion in the 

enrollment of citi zens before the co mmission to 

the Five Civilized Tribes, attorneys for the nation 

before the courts i n the matter of intruder improve-

ments, editor of Cher okee Advocate , medi cal super­

in.tendent of Ilale and Female Seminaries and color-

ed high school, steward asylum for blind , deaf and 

insane, estray agen ts and reve nue collectors. 

CO CLUSION 

Since you last assembled i n regular session 



death ha s removed Henry c. Lowrey , Samuel Houston 

Benge and Andrew Hyder, who have t ime and again 

occupied posi tions of honor and trust in this nati on . 

It is not wealth , not royal blood , not learning t hat 

make true men , but a life of nobl e deeds , true man-

hood, devo tion to family , home and country , and a 

walk and conversation void of offen se that Qons titute 

true wort h . It is to t h e virtues of such l ives that 

we pause in the pursui t of our public business to 

commemora t e and pay to them a just tribute of t heir 

wor th. These men pl ayed con s picuous parts i n the 

welfare of their country a s l awyers , judges and 

leg islators. So the lesson co mes to us toda y wi th 

the grea t est effect t hat we are passing away , nation-

ally a s ell as individually; we are passing off 

t hi s stage of a ction; that the pl aces t ha t now kno~ 

us will s oon e filled by o thers , and the admonition 

is t ha t we s o c onduct ourselves here . t ha t here afte r 

we may meet t he r eward of the just upon t he oth er-

side. I trust t hat our hopes , beliefs , faith , and 

ant icipa t ions may go out to a hi gher , better , purer 

and eternal l i fe . 

e s e c tfull y, 

T. H. Buffington , 

Pr i nci pa l Chief . 
Exe cu tive Depa rtmen t, Cherokee Nation , 

Tahlequah, I . T., Nov. 6 , 1902 ~ 



TBE CHEROKEE -" VOCATE 

Tahlequah, Cherokee ation 
Saturdey , 3ovember 22 , 1902 
Volume 26 . r o . 45 
G. o. Butler , Editor 

LErTER OF E. • HI'JX;HCOCK TO T. Iv!. BUFFI FGTON 

ashington , D. o. 

11 - 18 - 1902 . 

T. M. Buffington, 

Principal Ghief , 

Vinita , I . T. 

Refer ring to resolution of Cherokee National 

Council enclosed in your letter of 15th instant , no contract 

tor collection of Cherokee claim described i n lade ender 

award has been approved by Indian Commissioner or Secretary 

ot the Interior , and no attorneys ar e r ecognized by t his 

department as authorized to represent the Cherokees for 

that purpose , under Section 2103 of Revised Stat tes contr-

acta not approved by Secretary and Comm1ssioner is unla -

tul . Department ill cheerfully endeavor to protect Cherok~es 

against unauthori zed contracts d against unauthorized att --

~r.neya . Department will also gladly co- oper et e with Frin-



• 

cipal Chief under Section Sixty eight of act of July 1 , 

1902, and employment of highly trustworthy, competent 

and active attorneys at reasonable compensat ion to in­

stitute suit in Court of Claims and prosecute same to 

final determination. 

E. A. :itchcock , 

Secretary • 
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THE VINITA !.EADER 

V1n1 ta, Indian Terr i tory 
Thursday-, Maroh ~9, ~903 
Vol. 9 No. 3 
(Editor's name not given ) 

CBrEF ' S ELECTION 

There wiLl be another chief's election 1n the 
Cherokee Nation. T. M. Buffi ngton , present chief , ill 
DOt be a candidate for re- election. He said t his 
emphat1ca1ly yesterday. He says gr y hairs are comi ng 
and there is not enough money in it to compensate him 
tor the work and worry . Here is the call : 

Executive Department , c. N. 

Tahlequah , Indi an Territory 

March ~6 , 1903 

To the Clerks or the s everal Di stri c t s : 

By- the authority in me vested by la , I , T. M. 

Butt1ngton, Principal Chief" of the. Cherokee Nation , do 

issue this my proclamation, pr omulgating Mondlay , the 
. ' 

3rd day or August next, as th e day des i gnated under 

the law, on which the general el ect ion wi ll be held 

at the various vot~ precints in t he Cherokee Nat i on , 

to ti11 the otrioes hereinafter named as f ollows : 



one Prine ipal. Chief to serve the time· des 1g­

nated under the Agreement ratified August 7, 1902, or 

aooording to existing ~aw. 

one Assistant Principal Chief to serve for 

the period designated under late Agreement~ or according 

to existing ~aw. 

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Canadian district, 6 members -- 2 senators, 

4 oounoiLGrs -- 2 years. 

c·ooweesoowee district, 9 members -- 2 s·enators, 

7 oounoilors -- 2 years. 

DeLaware distr~at~ 8 m~bers -- 2 senators, 

6 oounoilors, 2 years. 

F1int district, 5 members -- 2 senators, 3 

councilors -- 2 years. 

Goingsnake district, 6 ~~bers -- 2 senators, 

4 oouncnors -- 2 years. 

Illanois district, ? members - 2 senators,. 5 

councilors -- 2 years. 

Sequoyah district, 5 members -- 2 senators, 3 

councilors -- 2 years. 

Saline district, 5 members -- 2 senators, 3 

oounoil.ors, ·2 years. 



Tahlequah district, 7 members -- 2 senators, 

5 councilors -- 2 years. 

In the performance· of you:r dut1es you will be 

guided by the published l~ws · ot the Cherokee Natio.n 

o-r 1.892, Chapter 8, page 235, an .act entitled:· "'An 

.lot Relating to Electians.tt: 

In wit.nes s whereof I have 

{SEAL) hereto. set my hand · 

and a~fix the seaL of the 

Cherokee Nation, at Tahlequal;l, Indian Terri tory ,. on 

the day and diate firs-t above. written. 

.Attest: 

T. M. BUFFDTGTON 

Principal Chief 

;r. T• Parks, Executi.ve Sec ' Y· 

\ ) 



. !HI CHEROKEE .ADVOCATE 

!ahlequah, Cherokee Nation, I. T. 
Saturday, March 21, 1903 
Vol. 27, No. 9 
G. 0. But~er, Editor 

ELECTION PROCLAMATION OF T. M. BUFFINGTON 

Execut i ve Dep~rtment 
Cherokee Nat i on 
Tahlequah, March 16 , 1903 

To the Clerks of the several dist ricts: 

By the authority in me vested by law, I, T. M. 

Buffington, Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation, do 

issue this my proclamation, promulgating Monday, t he 3d 

~ of August, next, as the day des ignated under the law, 

on which the general election will be hel d a t t he various 

voting precincts in the Cherokee Na tion, to fill t he office 

thereafter named, towit: 

One Principal Chief, to serve the time designated 

under the Agreement ratified August 7, 1902, or according 

existing law. 

One ._sistant Principal Chief, to serve f or t he 

period designated under the late agreement, or according 

to existing law. 

\ 
? .., 



MEMBERS OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 

Canadian District -- 6 members -- 2 senators, 

4 councilors -- 2 years• 

Cooweescoowee Dis't-- 8 members-- 2 senators, 

7 councilors -- 2 years. 

Delaware District -- 8 members -- 2 senators, 

6 councilors -- 2 years. 

Flint District -- 5 members -- 2 senators, 

3 councilors -- 2 years. 

Goingsnake District -- 6 members -- 2 senators, 

4 councilors -- 2 years. 

Illinios District -- 7 members -- 2 senators, 

5 councilors -- 2 years. 

Sequoyah District -- 5 members -- 2 senators, 

3 councilors -- 2 years. 

Saline District -- 5 members -- 2 senators, 

3 councilors -- 2 years. 

Tahlequah District -- 7 members -- 2 senators, 

5 councilors -- 2 years. 

In the performance of your duties you will be 

guided bY. the published laws of the Cherokee Nation of 1892 

chapter Vlll, page 235, an act entitled, 11 An Act Relating 

to ::llections." 

In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and 



(eeal) 

Attest: 

affix the of the Cherokee Nation seal at 

Tahlequah, Indian Territory, on the day 

and date first above written. 

T. M. :BUFFINGTON 

Principal Chief 

J. T. Parks, Executive Sect'y. 
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THE CLARE1/0R I PROGRESS 

Claremore, Ind . ~er . 
NoV . 7 , 1903 
Vol . 11 1 o . 31 

• 1 . Kates , Fublis her 

• C . .. ogers s ina ugur ted as the l as t 

chief of the Cherokees Wednesday and de livered h is 

message . kfter the usual present ation of the condi -

tion of the d i f f erent branches of t he gover nmen t , 

he ha s t he follo i ng to say of a supplemental trea ty : 

"One u ec:: tion wh ich is pa r amo unt to all 

others to our peo l e , and the one to whi ch it ~ ill 

be most necessary for you to addre ·s yours lves , and 

the one about hich you are most concerned , is vha t 

shall be done wi th the surplus lands , if an , aft er 

the complet ion of our fina l roll a nd the allotment of 

lands to al l c i t izens whose nates may ap ear thereon, 

and what shall be done 1ith our publ ic buildin~s , 

schools , public funds and other coramon pr oD er t y . The 

report of the a ttorneys for t he Cherokee nat io n sho ~ s 

that there are no~ 37 , 157 citi zens , i ncludi ng al l 

classes , on s t r i gh t cards ; it is es tima t ed t ha t some 



few of the se di ed be ore Qeptember 1 , 1 902 , and tha t 

therefore t ei r names il l eventual l y be removed from 

the final ro lls of citizens of t he Cherokee nation , 

but the r epo r t a lso s hows tha t there are 6 , 1 00 other 

applicants of all classes whose names a re upon doub tful 

car ds awaiting a decision of t he commission a s to 

whether or not the y are entitled to be enr olled a s 

citizens of the Cherokee na tion . From t h is report it 

is reasonable to suppose t hat there will be in the 

neighborhood of forty thousand people on the . final 

roll of citizens of the Cherokee na t i on , i ncluding a l 

classes. 

The e i ghth annua l re port of t he co1mnission 

to the five civili zed tribes s hows t ha t t he t otal 

number of ac r es of 1 nd subje ct to a llotment i s appro x­

imately 4 , 4 30 , 017, 12 a cre s . If re have forty thousand 

people upon our final rol l s a s is estima ted , and each 

receive s , a s s pr ovided by l aw , and equal in va lue 

to 110 a cre s of t he average allotable l and of t he Cher­

okee nation, it i ll be seen that t h is number of citi zens 

Will r equire 4 , 400 , 000 a cres of allotable l and , hen ce 

there will be l i ttle or no land left for a fu t ure d i ­

vision among our own people. ~~ t one t ime it a s t hough t 

that there would be a s much a s ten or t went y a cres f or 



each citizen left , but the amount is such an i con­

siderable quantity it wi ll be f ruitless for us to 

attempt to prov i de f or nother division of our land 

among our citi zens for the reason tha t t he ex enses 

incident to anothf r a llotment \ro uld be greater than 

the value of t he l and each 1ould re ceive . For insta nce , 

suppose each citi ?.en woul d be enti t led to a s much a s 

five acres of 1 nd , it 1ould of necessity be of oor 

grade, bee use all of the f irst class l a_d wil l have 

· een taken i n t he first allotment and no citi ~en 

could aff ord to go a great distance to select t h is 

land, 1 ce i mprovements upon it a nd go before the 

commission and h ve it allotted and then afterwar s 

give such t ilne and attention to it as would r ender it 

of value to ~m. or these rea sons I am i nclined to 

the opinion t hat t he only ay f or a fair , honest , 

speedy and equitable settlement to be reached is to 

have all of our divisible ssests , after the resent 

allotment of our l ands u der the Cherokee agreemen t 

sahll have been complet d , converted i nto cash when the 

sum can be paid out to our recogni zed and enrolled 

citizens, and our es t a te thus be closed . I am a1are 

that small . strip s of i nferior land will be left in 

various sections t hroughout the Cherokee na ti on , and 

• 



instead of a t t emp ting t o d i vide this.l nd agq in my 

judgement is t h t t hese small t ra cts in f orty- a cre 

subdivisions, or f r a c t ional parts thereof , in case 

parts thereo f shall have a l ready been a llot ted , 

should be a dver t ised a suffici ent len t h of time and 

sold a t so me defi_i t e Doint in Pa ch towns h i p in whi ch 

the tra ct s to be sold are loca ted , to the highes t 

bidder for c sh . In this a y after t he pre sen t allot­

ment of l ands i s over , all of these for t y a cre tr cts 

or fr a ctionc l pa rts thereof , could be a dvertised and 

sold with i n 6 mon t hs vhich would ena ble us to c lose 

our esta te ~ ithin a s hor t ti me aft er the pr e sent a l ­

lotment of 1 nd. i s camp e t ed . O ther~ i se if e de ­

termine to i nsi s t upon ano ther a llotment and division 

ot our l and, almost the sane amo unt of time Jill be 

required to a l lot what is kno\n as t he sur plus or 

unallotted l ands after the presen t llotment is over 

as will be re uired by the co 1ission to make t he 

first allotment, hich wil l defer a fin 1 settl e .1ent 

ot our es ta te f or number of years . 

,e have a capi to l building , ·a bui di~g form­

erly used as a na t iona l ja i l , Cher o ee dvo ca te 

building and its co1 t e t s , nunber of school buildings , 

including the male semina r y , female seminar y , co ored 



high school and t he Cherokee orpahn a s yl um ; also an 

insane a s yl um building wh i ch mus t be di sposed of . 

In f a ct , t here are a number of unse t tled 

rela tions wi th the gove r nment of t he Unfte d St a t es 

and I recommend t ha t comn1 i ss i on be anpointed , of 

suffic i ent number , author ized a nd empower e d to mee t 

with t he proper authori t ie s of the governr~nt of the 

United St a te s whenever t he se creta r y of the int er i or 

indi ca t e s h i s wi l l i ngne ss t o r eceive t hem t o adj ust 

all unset t l ed r e l a t i ons be t ween the Cherokee na tion 

and t he go ver nmen t of t he Un i t ed Sta t e s , as we l l a s 

to provi de f or t he disposition of al l of our s ur p l us 

l ands , common pr oper t y , and moneys of all kinds de­

rived f r om a l l sources . 

You r e a a re t ha t under t he Cher okee 

agr eement, our tr i ba l gover nment wi ll no t continue 

longer t han r·a r oh 4 , 1 06 , a nd i f action is defe r r ed 

a t t hi s se s sion of t he na tiona l counci l until a year 

hence we mi gh t not ha ve t ime t o eff e ct a settlement 

a l ong t he li es hereinabove i ndi a t ed i t h t e govern­

ment of t he United S t a t e s bef ore t he exp i r tion of 

our tr iba l exi s te nce . 1 1 a c ts of t he na ti onal counci l 

must be approved by the Pr es i de n t of the United s t a t e s , 



and if a ction i s deferred by you until dovember , 1 04 , 

your a ction a t t hat t i me will not be approved a nd re ­

turned unti l bout the first of February , 1 05 

too l a te to c con lish anything to be ratified by the 

short sess ion of congress which will then be in session 

and which clo ses ~ ar ch 4 , 1905 . This ould lea ve o ly 

three months of the eginning of the long session of 

congress bef ore the expiration of our tribal existence , 

hence . t he re i s da nger of our getting no legislation 

unless t he s me is enacted a t t his session of our 

nationa l counci l . 

I f a coran.iss ion is aut ho'rized to take up 

t his ma tter wi th the gover~ment of t he n i ted Sta ·es , 

no a ct1on ne ed be t ken until fter the supreme court 

of the Unite d States renders a decision in the Del a ­

ware ca se, whi ch is expected soon , t he cause having 

been s e t f or a he ring Nov . 30 , 1903 , and u ti l af ter 

the court of clai ms rende r s a decision in t he suit 

brought by the fullblood Cherokees to determine the 

sta tus of t he interma r r ied .Jh i tes of t he Cherokee 

na tion; but s soon these t o c ses e determined , 

and before t he co ven i ~~ of con r ec s on the f i rs t 

Monday in December , 1 4 , a upplemen t 2. l ae;reeme n t 

should have been enter ed i n to so t hat t he same could 



be transmit ted to congress at the beginni ng of tha t 

session. In the event t ha t a commission is crea t ed 

a provision hould be i nserted providing for t he 

compensation of its ~embers for only a ctua l s erv i ce 

after t he uthorities of the qover ru ,ent of the United 

States s hal l have indicated t heir wi l li ngne s t o enter 

upon nego tia ti ons loo1 i ng t o an a d j uQt ment of all unset-

tled rela tions be t ween the Cherokee n"' tior. and t he gov-

ernment of t he ·ni te d s t a tes . 

This is a ver y i mportan t ma tter , one tha t 

should not be lightly considered, and I trus t tha t you 

will all co-operate ith n e , having in mind an ear es t 

pur po se to serve our peop l e to t he ver y best of our 

abilities. "is ake now ma de ca n never be r e ctified , 

and I feel a ssured tha t you , the chosen re r e s entq tives -
of our peop l e , pe r hap s i n the 1 st council to be ele cted , 

will unite wi th me in an endea vor to protect our pe e' s 

interests i n every a possible . I shall , perhaps , from 

time to ti . e, send ou other r e commenda t ions upon specia l 

subjeots. u 

/ 
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THE WEEKLY EX 1L ER 

Bartlesville, Ind. Ter . 
Aug . 27, 1904 
Vol. 10 o. 2 5 
Examiner Pub . Co . 

EDI TORIAL ON . C. ROGERS ET AL 

Under t he cap tion "Looks Li ke a Graft " 

the Tahle uah rro prints t he following : "Of 

late 1r. Cunn i ngham , s ecretary t Ch ief Rogers , 

has had pre sen t ed t o him pla ts fo r siK new towns 

in t he Cherokee na t ion , as foll ows : Tera , 

Hillside, .eldon , Ochelata , _ uby and .... atova . These 

" towns " are mainly i n the oil belt and consi st of 

nothing but l and and future prospects . ~ or i lus ­

tra tion , we wil t ake t he ' i l side townsite . I t 

consists of 20 a cres and t he survery s ho s i t to 

conta in only two bl o ck s . Blo ck one i s a l s o l ot 

one, and is 560 by 528 f ee t, ith onl one l ittle 

dinky dog- kennel of a hous e upon i t . Blo c 2 i s 

out into 3 small lots nd o t 4 of t h i s block is 

560x290. Wha t is true of Hi J ls ide i s true of ne rly 

all of the pla t s submitted , nd af ter cons ulta tion 

with Chief Roger s and corr e spondenc e with ~ cting 



Secretary Ryan of t he Interior department it is 

ordered t hat the townsites be r esurveyed : t ha t t he 

wishes of the Cherokee peop le be cons ide red in the 

premises and tha t thes e surveys conform t o the 

rules regula t ing the .laying off of townsite s in the 

Cherokee na t ion . " So f a r a s vera , ·eldon and Ochelata 

are concerned the Examiner can state t hat they a re 

reul towns , loc a t ed on t he Santa Fe railroa d, and 

have every ri ght to be reco gnize d and put in the 

way of doing busines s . r a tova is a station on the 

t~issouri Pacific s out h of ~rowata , with a siding and 

station house. Ruby is between ~owata and Vi ni t a , 

off the railroad . Hills ide and Sk i a t ook have no 

railroad nd a re si p ly co untry postoffi ces , but as 

Chief Rogers lives a t Skia t ook and _ills ide is close 

by he knows the conditions . It is not apparen t what 

diff erence the oil belt would make i n establishing 

a town, and t he str ictures of the r a hlequah pape r are 

rather f a r-fetched . It is qui t e · a shionable for paper s 

to brand everthing a s "graft" t hat sma ck s of progress 

or get ting out of the r ut, and in t his case it is a 

f oolish and unwarrc nted suspicion . 



THE VINITA r; EEKLY CHIEFT IN 

Vinita, Indian Territory 
Thursday, November 1?, 1904 
Vol. 23 · o. 11 
D. M. Marrs, Editor 

P ORTION OF .1ESS G OF • C. OG RS 

Chief Rogers delivered his annual mes s age to 
two houses of the. Nati onal Counci l Wednesday afternoon . 
ith reference to the suit ith the intermarried 

citizens he makes a statement as fol1o s : 

The Indian Appro riation bill passed by congress 

and approved by the President on April 21 , 1904, contains 

a provi sion authorizing the i termarr ied whites of the 

Cherokee Nation to institute a suit in the court of 

claims of the United States against th Cherokee ation, 

with the right to appeal to either party to the Sure e 

Court of·the United States for a distributive share in 

the payment heretofore made in accordance with various 

per capita acts of the Cherokee I ation. The suit 

involves approxi mately ~?50, 000. 00, or almos t one- half 

of our invested funds o The Cherokee ation having been 



sued in t his manner, and for such an amount , I di r ­

ected that prepar a t i ons be made f or a f ull defense . 

In my last message to the national council , attention 

was cal led to the fact that the right of this class . 

to participate in the allotment of land had been re ­

ferred to t he court of cl a ims for determination by 

the honorable Secretary of the Interior . Many of the 

questions involved in the suit authorized to be brought 

against this ation by the act of congress of April 

21, 1904, will of necessity ari e and be determined 

in the suit pending in the court of clai ms touching 

the right of t h i s class to participate in the allot ­

ment of lands, t herefore , I h~ve directed the national 

attorney to intervene for the Nation in the sui t pend­

ing before t he court of cl aims to the end , that when 

the judicial deter mi nati on of t hese ques tions is had, 

the i nterests of the Cherokee ation therein , nay be 

guarded and protected by proper representation . 

SPECULATORS AND "GRAFTERS . " 

"Great di ssatisfact ion prevails among a certain 

class of. our peopl e growi ng out of contvacts and 

leases which t hey have been i nduced t o make upon 

their lands, or which other s have made upon the lands 

~\ 



of their children . There seems to be· no doubt but 

that speculators, by one pretext or another , have 

swindled many of our people. Those citizens un­

schooled ·in business and financial affairs must be 

protected. It should be made clear to them that 

when they ·discover they are the victims of mis ­

representation , or fraud, in making any contract 

or lease, an ample remedy is provided for their redress. 

And in cases where agent~ of oil companies, or spec­

ulators, have secured appointments as guardian of 

their children, or when any other person in that 

capacity is not acting in the interest of his wards , 

he may be called to immediate account, and his removal 

obtained, by application to the courts. Citizens who 

have grievances should make t hem known without delay 

to the principal chief, and if well found ed, quick 

action will be taken for their relief . 

FILING UPON ALLOTMENTS . 

I desire to urge upon all classes of our citi­

zens the necessity of &electing t heir allotments at 

the earliest date possible . The interests of them­

selves and family demand t hat this matter be put off 

no longer. The energetic citizens are rapidly select­

ing the best land to the loss of those t hat remain 

~\ 



at home and decline to file. F~rther delay will 

only result in arbitrary selections being made for 

them by others unacquainted with the i r interests or 

desires." 



!HI CHEROKEE ADVOCATE 

Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation, I. T. 
Saturday, November 19, 1904 
Vol.· 28, No. 42 
1. J. Melton, Editor 

MESSAGl!; OF W. c. ROGERS 

To the National Council : 

W.i th proper acknowledgment to Almighty God for bless-

inga with which our lives, individually and as a people , have 

been attended during the past year, I assume the task imposed 

upon the Principal Chief by Const itut ion to give you infor-

mation concerning the sta t e of t he Government and to recom-

mend for your consideration such measures as may be deemed 

expedient. 

Since your l ast assembly a t t he National Capi t ol , 

death has removed from your midst t hr ee valued members of 

the Council: Frank Sanders of Ill i nois. Alex Cor nt asle , of 

Goincsnalte, and Daniel Holt of Sequoyah. These t hree men, 

although new .members of Council had endeared themselves t o 

us all and had shown by their conduct during the last 

session that the confidence reposed in t hem had not been 

misplaced. Not only is their absence felt by us as a ssoci-

d-\ 



atea and friends but they will be greatly missed during your 

deliberations. 

Under the operation and enforeement of the act of 

Julr 1, 1902, the Cherokee nation is eing grAdually broken up 

and the end is almost in sight, while this statement can not 

be made by any Cherokee without a feeling of sadness, never­

theleaa we are resolved to accept the conditions as they 

exist confident of our ability to meet the future and to do 

our full duty whether as citizens of a government of our 

own or one in which we will participate as citizens of one 

of the United State& 

EDUCATION 

This department , in one of the most important, in 

our goveri ors had a very satisfactor,y year. The responsibility 

of providing for the youth and unfortunate of the nation has 

al-.,a been met with a spirit of liberalty, and the efficiency 

of our school system in all its branches is a source of pride 

to us and an example to the country of the advancement and 

citilisation of the Cherokee people. 

PRIMARY OR DISTRICT SCHOOLS 

According to the report of the ending December 20, 

1903, we had one hundred and fifty five district schools in 

\ 



operation employing one hundred and sixty-three teachers, and 

a total enrollment of five thousand four hundred and ninety 

pupils; the aggregate cost of runn~ng these schools for that 

period was $22,316.27, an average cost for each pupil enrolled 

of $4.13 for the term. For the term ending May 26th, 1904. 

we had in operation one hundred and sixty-five districts 

schools in which were employed one hundred and seventy-six 

teachers; the enrollment was six thousand, two hundred and 

sixteen, and the expense, $29,736.88. or an average cost for 

each pupil of $5.70 for the term. ~he cause of the increased 

expense over the fall term is explained in the report. The 

teachers in these schools are divided into three grades and 

the average sallary paid is forty dollars per month. 

MALE SEMINARY 

The management of this institution seems to have 

been highly satisfactory to the Board of Education, and I 

have found no cause for critisism. The discipline. tone , 

aDd finances of the school seem to have been well looked 

after. 

The number enrolled during t~ scho~l year 1903-

1904 was 241; of whom, 145 were paying boarders; 76 benefic-

1ares (or ~ree); sixteen orphans and four day pupils. 

A superintendent and six assistant teachers are 



811Ployed, and the amount paid for salaries was $4,215.00; 

.. ount expended in labor, supplies, contingent expenses, etc., 

was $13,902.20 making a total expense of $18,117.20. From 

which, however. should be deduct the amount collected for 

board of $6,107.45, making the net expense to the nation 

$12,009.75 or an average. cost for each student of $49.83 

for the term. 

FEMALE SEMINARY 

This institution has been crowded during the past 

year. Its management, while not harmonious at all times , has 

been satisfactory, and the standard and tone of the school 

is highly creditable to the students, faculty and officials 

charged w1 the supervision thereof. 

om information gathered by the Board of Education 

the average attendance has been about one hundred and seventy 

fiTe and the enrollment about one hundred and ninety five . 

The expenditures have been, for teachers, $4, 365.00; 

labor, current and contingent expenses, $16,443.66, or a total 

of $20,808.66. From which, however, there should be deduced 

the amount collected for board of $7.893.25, leaving the net 

coat te the nation $12,915.41, an average cost for each 

atudent enrolled of $66.23 for the term. 

It will be observed the amounts realized from board 



at both the seminaries are considerably larger than hereto­

fore, and almost equal t o one-half of the contingent expenses . 

This is largely the result of t he wise and timely act of the 

Rational Council, December 18th, 1901 . 

COLORED HIGH SCHOOL 

The educational facilities offered this class are 

much improved. The building has been recently repa t r ed , 

repainted, refurnished , and the premises are in an excellent 

condition. 

The expenses have been, for repairs and contigent . 

$4,482.44; salary f or t wo teachers for the school year , $835.00, 

or a total of $5, 317. 44, from which should be deduc~ed the 

amount of board collect ed , $649 . 85, leaving a balance of 

$4,667.59. The average cost per pupil cannot be stated 

because the number i n a ttendance is not given. The standard 

of the school has been raised, and through the efforts of 

those in control more pupils of advanced grades than her to­

fore and who are able t o pay board, have been secured and 

correspondingly the number· of free pri mary scholars have 

been reduced to make room f or them. 

SCHOOL FOR THE BLIND 

B7 the act of the lfa ti onal Council, approTed Nov­

.. b.r 24th, 1903, six hundred dollars was appropriated f or 



the benefit of the Cherokee pupils in this school ; of this 

amount three hundred dollars has been expended. There are 

four Cherokee pupils in attendance. 

CHEROKEE OBPH.AN ASYLUM 

Thi s building was destroyed by fire on November 

17, 1903. Of this, the Council. being in session, was duly 

advised at the time, when the fire occurred there was 145 

children in the home. Some wer e taken by relatives and 

friends; a number of boys took care of themselves; and tempor­

ary quarters were engaged for the remainder , about seventy 

five in number, at Whitaker Orphan Home. 

Pursuant to and act of the National Council, approved 

December 3, 1903, additions were made to and appropriations were 

made for the reception of t hese orphans at Insane Asylum; and 

the National Jail at Tahlequah was repaired and put in condition 

to house the insane patients. The orphans were removed to 

their new quarters on May, 20th last and while not too com­

fortably situated as before their quarters are commodious en­

ough for the present. 

The expense of making t h se changes and repairs 

amounted to three thousand and eighty-five dollars and thirty­

nine cents; as shown by a detailed report of the Board of 

lducation; and for furniture and other household effects 

fifteen hundred dollars were expended. 

r \ 



The current and contingent expenses of the institu­

tion October 1st, 1903, to September 30 , 1904, amount to 

$11, 730.96; salary of four teachers, $1,550.00 making the 

total amount expended in this depart~ent for the yeax past, 

leas $139.15 collected for board, $18,026.90. 

At the time of the destruction of the ihul Asylum, 

policies of insurance aggregating $27,333. 00 in favor of T. 

U. Buffington as Principal Chief were in force. · It is very 

much to be regretted that there was no insurance on the 

furniture or fixtures. An effort was made to secure a pay­

ment of the full amount for which the building had been in~ 

sured, but the companies declined to pay; therefore, in 

accordance with the terms of the several policies the matter 

was submitted to arbitration; I selected as arbitrators on 

behalf of the nation Wilson 0. Bruton Esquire . The insurance 

companies sellected a Mr . Gridi and these two selected a 

third man, William Marshall, of Fort Smith, Arkansas , as 

umpire. I am unofficially in formed that a settlement has 

been arrived at, but as no detailed report has been submitted 

I will have occasion within a few days to submit the result 

of this arbitr tion by a special mess~e. 

Thr··. system adopted for conducting the educational 

d~tment baa produced satisfactory results. The schools 

have prospered and the methods of handling the finances is 



open to no criticia. The Eoard of Education makes a monthly 

settlement with t he head of each school , a detailed statement 

prepared and checked , and this is a examined and signed by 

the supervisor f or the Cherokee Nation, and t hen submitted t o 

and approved by t he Superintendent of Schools for the Indian 

Territory. After hi s approval it is returned to the office 

of the Principal Chief and separate orders drawn directing 

the Agent to pay t o each of the parties named, t he amounts 

indicated in said approved statement . · upon t his order the 

payments are made by the Indian .Agent . I t hink it advisable , 

therefore, to repeat my suggestion of last ear t hat no action 

be taken to disturb t he present method of handing the matter 

so long as its operat i on is satisfactory. 

FI NANCE 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs under dat e of 

October 7, 1904, report s the condition of the various funds 

to the credit of t he Cherokee Nation on October 1st , 1904, 

with interest t hereon, as shown by the books of hi s office, 

as follows: 
Principal . 

Aa;rl'Wil fund, $51,363.75 

Orphan fund, 344,158 . 27 

Bat'al fund, 637,904.18 

Scho~l- ·tun4., 566,065.74 

Interest . 
$4, 017 . 26 

36,186 .13 

68, 755 . 69 

57, 329 . 92 



Misscellaneous royalties, 
Royalties 

$48,317.90 

Town Lots, 94,952 . 45 

Bights of way, 3,957.01 

Stone and timber, 6,653. 84 

$153,581.20 

From this report it appears our interest earing 

funds aggregate $1,599,491.94, with interest, a reduction 

during the year of $133,863.70 due to the li~uidation of our 

national debt by the payment of out standing warrants . In-

eluding interest and royalties, remitted to the Commissioner 

ot Indian Affairs October 1st, we have to our credit there 

a total sum of $1,919,362.37. 

On Oct. 29th, 1904, the U. s. Indian Agent submits 

an itemized statement of receipts and disbursements of funds 

belonging to the Cherokee Nation, during the period beginning 

July 1, ~03 and ending September 30th, 1904, from which it 

appears that · the receipts have been $153,638.59 and the dis-

bursements, $195,602.00. The Agent's report does not show, 

but I take it these disbursements include the payment of 

warrants, representing the National debt, to the amount of · 

$133,863.70 as reported by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

The Indian Agent does not account, in his report, for collec-

tion of taxes on cattle, nor does his report show what amounts 

had been forwarded to, and credit given the Cherokee Nation 



bf• the Commissioner of Indian Affairs at the time of his re­

port. 

The report of the Treasurer of the Cherokee ~ation 

shows. receipts and cash on hand; $14,811.92 and disbursements 

amounting to $440. 41, and a blaance on hand of $14, 481 . 51. 

CITIZENSHIP · 

The time for r ceiving applications for enrollment 

ended on October 31st 1902 and since that date no applications 

have been received. Since tba time, however, a great number 

of applications then pending have been decided by the Com­

mission to the Five Civilized Tribes and the Secreatry of the 

Interior and a great many yet remain to be disposed of. The 

report of the Attorneys representing the Cherokee Nation be­

fore the Commission to the Five Civilized tribes gives in 

detail the work accomplished during the past year as well 

as that remainging to be done in this department. 

INSANE ASYLUM 

The transfer of the Insane patients from their 

asylum to the National Jail building at Tahlequah in com­

pliance with the act of the National Council approved Dec­

ember 2nd, 1903, was effected without much difficulty, al­

though the appropriation provided to put the Jail in proper 

CODditlon and to make the change was ~nsufficient. There 



are twelve inmates at the present time. Your attention is 

respectfully called to the report of the Steward, and an 

inquir,y invited as to the necessities of these unfortunates 

some of which are pointed out therein. 

CHEROKEE ADVOCATE 

This paper during the past ynar has been mana.ged 

ina satisfactory manner, and very much improved in every 

department. The object and purpose of its maintenance has, 

I believe, ~een realized. The condition of the building is 

such as to invite your attention. 

EMPLOYMENT OF A NATIONA,L ATTORNEY 

In January of this year information came to me 

that legislation of vital moment to the Cherokee Nation was 

pending before the Congress of the United States, and that 

many questions affecting our interests were constantly 

arising and being determined by the Departments of the 

United States Government without the Cherokee Nation having 

an opportunity to be heard; ~ attention was constantly be­

ing directed to evils t hat should be corrected and rights 

that should be protected, and almost daily I found myself 

ln need of legal advice. lith this condition confronting 

•• I addressed a letter to the Honorable Secretary of the 

Interior through Ma. J. George Wright, U. s. Indian In­

~ector auggesting the importance of these matters to the 

t 



Cherokee people and the difficulties confronting me as Principal 

Chief and inquired whether or not it was adviaeble, and indis­

pensible that some one learned in the law be employed to repre­

sent the Nation before Congress, the courts and the dif ferent 

departments of the Government, After some delay I was advised 

by the Secretary of the Interior, that the employment of such 

a person was advisable and might be made without delay. On 

February 22nd, 1904, I entered into a contract with L. F. Parker 

Jr. of Vinita, I. T. , formerly Assistant United States Attorney 

and at that time Master in Chancery for the Northern District, 

to cover a period ending March 4th, 1906, at a salary $3500. 00 

per annum and expenses not exceeding $3500.00 per annum while 

engaged in work for the Nation outside of the Indian Territory, 

to advise the Principal Chief upon all legal matters and 

questions affecting the Nation; to represent the Nation before 

the Committees of Congress; Secretary of the Interior, Cam­

missioner of Indian Affairs; U. S. Indian Inspector, and all 

other Commissions, bodies or officers that may be charged with 

~ duty affecting the rights of the Nation, the courts of 

the United .States including t he Supreme Court of Claims. This 

contract was approved by the Secretar,y of the Interior on 

Mar- 21, ,1904. Since that time Mr. Parker has been constaotl 

engaged, under my direction, and I submit herewith his report 

showing in detail the work accomplished. 



SETTLEMENT WITH TOWNSITE COMMISSIONER 

:By an Ac ~.of the National Council of the Cherokee 

R'aticn, approved by the president on January 23rd, 1903, 

provision was made for the appointment of accountants to 

make final settlement with T. A. Chandler, late Townsite 

Commissioner. In accordance with that act, I named J. M. 

Labay on the part of t he Nation, and Clarenc G. McKein 

was named by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior . 

These gentlemen made a careful investigation of all of the 

recorda in existence and met with and endeavored to make 

a final and satisfactory settlement with Mr. Chandler. 

The resuit of their work shows that T. A. Chandler as 

TOwn Commissioner is indebted to the Cherokee Nation in 

the aum ~ $7,676.53. Mr. Chandler for the purpose of a 

settlement, as I understand, accepted t his amount as correct 

and tendered in payment thereof certain pr ivate claims in 

the form of Auditors receipts in favor of himself ·and wife 

M. L. Chandler, a mounting to $5760.00. These claims, the 

accountants declined to accept in part payment of the amount 

due because they were unauthenticated and no approp tion 

had been made by the National Council to pay them. No further 

action has been taken in the premises, but the report of the 

premises, but the report of the accountants and evidence 

submitted have been placed in the hands of the National 

Attorney, and later will be submitted to you for consider-



atioa. 

I NTRUDERS 

R.f the Aet of Congress approved April 21, 1904, 

it was ·provided as follows: 

"That the Secretary of the Interior, be and he is 

hereb7, authorized and directed, to pay to the intruders in 

the Cherokee Nation, Indian Territory, who have not hereto-

fore for any reason been paid the amounts due t hem by appraise-

aent heretofore made f or improvements , such _payment to be made 

out of funds now at the disposal of the Secretary of the In-

ter1or for such purposes . " 

It ~s withi n the knowledge of everyone that these 

intruders, without except i on, have been more than repaid the 

amounts at which their i mpr ovments were appraised in 1895, 

in the w~ of rents and prof i ts and by money paid by citizens 

to secure peaceful possession of those improvements , and there-

fore, I directed the National Attorney to appear before the 

Antbor1t1es making the i nvesti gation and see that the facts 

in each ease were fully made known. This has been done , and 

the matter is now submitted to t he Secret ary of the Interior. 

tNTEBMA.RRII!D WHI TE CITIZENS 

The Indian Appropriation bill passed by Congress 

approTed by the President on April 21, 1904, contains a 
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will 'be the old Cherokee Capitol, ever bringing t o 

the mind· memories ot the good old days of father 

and mother and grandfather and grandmotner . 

Lei Jour 1lll8g1n•t1on roam. Picture, 1f. you 

can, t he slor1.ous· centennial oel brat1on of t ne 
-

d1saolu.t1on ot the Cherokee oounoil and t h e end of 

the nation. es .e nation, Piotu:re· the old c pi tol 

there, draped S.n flags 1 and s rrounded by thousende, 

among whom are ya.ur sons and daught ers, 11 honor· 

ins your memory. Pi<ature the scene 1n front or the 

a tend, when the ore tor ot the d·ay, your on maybe , 

ar1 ee to tell in eloquent words, of your pa triotism. 

On this aooount alone the Capitol should be 

preaerYe4. 

From. an hieto~ical standpoint, whet oUl 

·Bo,aton be withou-t its oOlmllOn or i ts Fenueil hall? 

Whet would Fh1ladelph1e be w1 thout 1 ts Independence 

hall? And, . t wenty years henoe, what would Tahlequah 

be w1 thou' 1 ts Cherokee ce.pi tol? 

J- \ 



' t 

1 

i 

1 

1 - ' . -



a • 



t th 

t 1 l 1s 



Cherokee nation havtns already mad .. great progress 

1n o1v111zation, and deeming it important that 

e'Yery proper and laudable inducement should be 

ottered thoir people to improve the1t- condition es 

w ll es to gu rd. end secure in th most effeetual 

manner the rights gua n teed to tb in 'the treaty, 

and w1 tb 8 view to illustr te t e 1 'beral policy or 
the govemmen t of the United tat s tow rd the Ind.­

iens in thet r remoY6l beyond t h ter.ri t ort l llm1 te 

ot the Unt ted States, it is st1 ul t ·ad that th y be 

en t1 tled to a deleg te in th house of rep · s nt a t1 ves 

of th Un1 ted s t tes h tever e ngress ah ll eke 

proTiaion t or the same." 

The Cherokees s ey that the p;rovisions ot this 

treetr haTe ne-ver been carried. out with their nation, 

the only se blanoe of such representation being the 

prea nee of ootnmisslona from the nation which have 

appeared before congress t or e tew week t a time 

aeking tor tevoreble legislation~ As the interest• 

ot the Cherokee net1on amount to se·veral millions o·t 

4ollan the reaolut1on ergue~. that 1 te people should 

be personally repreaented in oongrese until tribal 

etta1ra are generally aettle4. The Cherokee nation 



in 1 constitution e olaua .providing tor the 

ion ot a d leg te in oongress. 
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ettlements on t e ppo at tox river , and oc .. p ied os t 

ot ~ org1a , orth ~arol1n , bo t h c r olin nd ~ nne see . 

nd in tao~ ~11 t le country east of t_e 11 ghenies . 

They ere forced out o Vir :tni and ·tret. l es re lllade 

1 th t e by u h C rol1.na a eo. ly as 168 • 

j_bo t 1700 t e ..,hero e s h 1 tl i r g n , 

ixty-four to ., s, bu . er l :m s co .. t inoucl engage 

in r ith t h e trib s orth of t .1. m d he reeks 

(J u koge·es) south o f t he , nd a i n · t he r enc 

and British t · rio er1 ods , 

ar the s ided ith 

the Bri t1 h, b t t 1 s olo e h y .U.U..O.LL ,.. t e t y ith 

the i e ~ teo over ent . 

Juri n t1 c·vil 

· embers fight in on bot 

r t e t ribe as di 

i CI. • 

ed 

t au the h rok s a ve b en en ed muoh 

1 ar , they 

·hysically t ey ere 

athletic , and claim 

Po hatan tr i bes . 

i ll' a r i cult al people . 

s pl end i d r o -- tall n 

bloo elations i p 1 the 

he ear of 1800 i n h ell e t b 1 ed 

1n Geor 1a d j 1 1 g at t , 11v1n 1 to and 

D& sed in husbandry . !he 1nroa of ~ it settler 

on made t 1 ir old omes t le n 1 ally 
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WAI NVffiiGHT AMERICAN 

Wainwright, I ndian Territory 
Friday, Sep t ember a9 , 1905 . 
Vol. 1. No. 14 . · 
Editor's name not given. 

EDI TORIAL ON 
MESSAGE OF W. C . ROGERS 

At t he convening of the Cherokee national 

council, the last session to be held , Chief w. c . 

Rogers delivered his message , which consisted of about 

1,500 wor d s . 

After quoting various sections of the aots 

ot congres s providing for the allotment of lands and 

the disposal of townsi tes , he said that no provi s-

ian remained in the Cherokee agreement ~or the dis­

posal of forty acres each of reserved land and build­

ings thereon of the Cherokee Male Seminary, the Chero­

kee Female s eminary,. the high school for negroes, the 

asylum tar the insane , the ground occupied by the 

nati onal j ail, the Advocat e p.:t'inti ttg· office and the 

Saquitol square. Nor is there any provision made for 

any land remai ning after the allotment ~ have been made . 

Chief Rogers called attention t o the fact 

that unless s ame provis i on was made either on the 



part or congress or t he Cherokee nation that there 

would be no s ohool system after the 4th of March, 

1906. 

The chie f recommended that the council pro­

vide for a delegation or commission, clothed with 

the proper authority, to represent the Cherokee na­

tion bef ore congress , ur ging such legislation as may 

be necessary to di spose of such property . 

Chief Rogers said : ~I feel confident the 

president will not withhold his approval from ·suoh 

legislation enacted by the Cherokee council . " 

,_ 
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eta p an4 war d n c b7 Osages and Quapaws, bas 

ball fllld toot ball game a, epee king by some of t he 

bea orators of the .Ind1en Terri tory , band concerts, 

an4 eTerJd&J, tke exhibitions of t he United t a t es 

Carnival Company, the biggest organi zation of t he 

k1n4 on the roed, ednesdey night ther e 11 be a 

g n4 oern1Tal ball in honor ot the Que en of t he 

Carnival, eleotecl by vote ot the ~hole Cherokee 

Net1on, end the Maids of Honor, one trom each town . 

The Cher oK ft or n carn1 v l ' 111 ecli pse every­

til1DS heretofor at t pt ed. The r 1l ro ads r e h lp-

1nc ~ make 1t so by giving s eci al ra t es f:rom al l 

pot u. Thousands 1 1 be pr esent. 



MUSKOGEE D IL Y PHOENI X 

Muskogee, Indian Terri t ory , 
Wednesday , ovember 15 , 1905 . 
Vol. 5. No. '73. 
Clarence B. Dougl as , Editor . 

POLI TICAL ROW OF CHEROKEES v 

The politica l row i n t he Cherokee na t ion 

between Chief W. C. Rogers and the present council , 

is still on. Tuesday , Chief Rogers , A. B. Cunning­

ham, his secre t ary , and L . F . Par ker , J r . , were i n 

the city repr esenting t h e ol d council which wound 

up the business of t he tribe , and talked t he ma t t er 

over wi t h the government off i cials . 

It was stated by a repr es ent a ti ve of the 

chief that the counci l now in sess i on , while i t had 

no 1ssue before it , was meet i ng merely .f or t he pur -

pose of expendi ng ~1 6 , 000 , t he cost of hav i ng the 

council i n session . 

Chief Roger s , · it was st a t ed , di d not re cog­

nize the present council a nd was opposed to their 

holding an election, becaus e he real iz ed t hat t he 

tribal government would go ou t of exis tence within 

a few months, and while there was nothi ng before 



the council, did not wish to put t he nation to the 

expense of having another counci l meet . The politi ­

cal enemies of Rogers held an el ection , whi ch it is 

claimed was a farce, as but a small per cent of the 

tribe voted, and are now endeavori ng t o get in power . 

The council is still in sess i on a t Tahlequ h, 

however many of the Indi ans have taken ·chief Rogers 

advice and gone home . Nothing i s being done except 

burn coal and the members , it was stated , were lo f ­

ing about the council room. It is probable an appeal 

will be taken to t he secretary of the i nt erior , but 

it is not thought he will sanction the holding of 

another council as the end of the Cherokee govern­

ment is too near at hand . 



MUSKOGEE D ILY PHOENIX 

Muskogee, Indi an Territory 
Wednesday, November 22 , 1905 . 
Vol. 5. No. '79. 
Clarence B. Douglas, "di tor. 

FR NK J . BOUD INOT 

Chief of Cherokees 

Frank J . Boudinot was elected by the alleged 

"rump" Cherokee council in joint session as pri ncipal 

chiet of t he Cherokees Tuesday at Tahle quah . This 

leaves t he Cherokees nation with two principal chiefs, 

and the question as to which one will be r e cognized 

will probably be de cided by the interior depar t ment. 

REFUS D R COGNITI ON 

Aft er Boudinot as elected , D. l . Fal kner , 

acting chief of the Cherokees in t he absence of Chief 

Rogers, who is now in ~ashington, was notifi ed by 

several members of the present council. Falkner re -

plied t hat he would a c t as princi pal chief until 

Rogers returned and refused to recogni ze the present 

council or the new chi ef . He also refused to turn 

over the rec ords until he receives an order f rom the 

court of from Chief Roger s . 



MORE COMPL ICATED 

Instead of being simpli fied , in the last 

few months of its existence , the Cherokee govern­

ment is be comi ng more compli cated and it is probab le 

the United St ates government vill ye t be compelled 

to interfere . So far , neither the Indian inspector 

or Indian agent have taken any sides in the politi cal 

row of the nation , although they have been appealed 

to by both Cherokee political par ti es . It is known 

the Chief Rogers will not recognize any a c tion taken 

by the present counc il . The election of Boudinot 

oceurred after both houses of the Cherokee council 

had impeached Chief Roger s . 

COMMI SSI ON HOLDS DEEDS 

The a cti ons of t he pr esent council have com-

plicated matt ers to such a degree tha t t ho deeds of 

allottees, which have been sent to t he chief of t he 

Cherokees a l most daily f or t he pas t month f or h i s 

signature by t he Dawes commission , wi ll be hel d up , 

pending the settleme nt of t he differen ces . On ac­

count of this the secretary of t he i nte ior will 

probably be a s ked to i nterfere t once. 



SPR DS TO EDUCATI ONAL DEPARTME:NT / 

~. D. Benedict , superintendent of schools , has 

already informed Secretary Hit chcock of the present 

state of affairs . Miss Carlotta rcher was recently 

appointed by Chief Rogers to a posi ti on on t he Chero ­

kee board of educat i on i ~ place of Sffiauel F . arks , 

whose time has ex:p i.red . The present counc i l has re­

appointed r . Parks and t he l atter has sent a l e t ter 

to Iilr. Benedict , protesti ng against · the appoint ment 

of iss l rcher . Mr . Benedi ct has i nstructed the super ­

visor of schools in the Cherokee nat ion not to recog­

nize either 1iss cher or Mr . arks u til t e matter 

is settled . The old members of t he board will have 

full power _to transa c t all busi ness ne cessary . 

The result of t he squ bble is being a tch ed 

with much interest . 

Tahl e uah , I . T., 

ov. 21. 

Frank J . Boudinot, who was ele c ted chief 

of the Cherokees today in joint ses s ion of t he Chero­

kee council, took the oa t h of offi ce this afternoon . 

He was sworn in by John R . Lee , a notary publi c, in 



accordance with t he Cherokee laws . This is t he f i rst 

time since 188? that the ~o as been in 

power. The l as t chief ele cted by the present party 

was Chief Bushyhead . The council chamber w s cro ded 

this afternoon . There is much interest here in t he 

question as to whe t her Chief Boudi not or Chi ef Rogers 

will be recognized by the interior department. Un­

less something is done at once s erious results re 

looked for. 



THE VINITA LEADER 

Vinita, Cherokee . Ja ti on 
'Phursday, November 23, 1905 
Volume 11, No. 39 
R. M. McClintock, Edi tor 

CHIEF ROGERS D OSED 

The Cherokee "'rwnpm council now i n session in Tahlequah,, 

whether it ever actually accomplishes anything ot not, has been 

making things rather unconrf,ortable of late for Chi ef Rogers and 

his friends. .An investigat i ng· c.ommi ttee consisting of Taylor 

Duncan, George Fields, Lincoln England and Coming Snell , reported - -
that because the chief had r efused to call t he election ot 1905, 

as provided by law, he ."'has been and is gui lty of gross misdemeanor 

in office," and t hey t herefore r e.oomnend his i mpeachment. 

Acting upon this advice, t he council as impeached the 

chief and elected F . J. Boudinot to t ake his plac-e. The mat ter· 

will now come before t he interior department for final decision 

as to which man is right~y in authority. The "rumpu council 

alaims that t he law requiring t he chi ef to call an election in 

1905 is very plain, and that, on his refusal to do so, t heir 

right to hold an election without his sanction is also plain. 

The matter in controversy all depends upon t his legal point. 

Meantime Chief Rogers i s in ashington, where he was 



called to eonsult with t he interior· dep6rtment , and professes 

to have no fear as to hi s abili ty to hold hi s offiae . 

Assistant Chie~ Faulkner, now i n Tahlequah , refuses 

to tum the records. over to t he new chi ef, Boudinot. 
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THI OKMULGEE CHIEFTAIN 

Okmulgee, Creek Nation, r. T. 
Thursday • November 30 ,. ~905 
Vol. 5 No. 1 3 
R. H. Jenness, Editor 

NEWS ITEM OF FRANK ;r . BOUDINOT 

Tahlequah 

Frank j. Boudinot has been elected chief of the 

Cherokees to suace d Chief William H. Rogers , against 

whaa impeachment proceedings were passed last week . 

Ohiet Rogers' assist ant, D. M. Faulkner refuses to 

recognize the newly elected chief and is holding the 

records until the return of Chief Rogers from Washington. 

The government will have to recognize Rogers or Boudinot 

as chief as deeds are const antly being sent to the chief 

ot the nation for his signature. 

Assistant Chief Faulkner has notified the depart­

ment at Washington and the Cherokee council that he will 

aot as chief unti1 Chief Rogers r~turns , or action is 

taken at Washington. 

Instead of being simplified in the last months 

t ita existence the Cherokee government is becoming 

r oamplioated and the United states government 

\ I 



DI8J' be compelled to interfere. So far neither the 

mll ted States Indian agent or inspector have take.n 

any sided in the row of the nation , although they have 

been appealed to by both the Cherokee political parties . 

The el.ectio.n of Bb:udinot. occured after both 

houses of the Cherokee counoi.l . had impeached Chief· 

Rogers and the new ohiet· took oath of office. On 

account of the complicated aff airs of the nation the 

deeds to the ohie~ have been. held up by the Dawes 

commission unti~ the differences are settled and 

Secretary Hitchcock will probably be asked to interfere 

at onoe. Superintendent Benedict o.f t he Indian schools, 

notified the secretary of the Interior o'f the trouble. 

Kuoh excitement over this af:rair exists throughout the 

territory, and the result is being watched with much 

interest. 



WELCH · 'FCID.!AN 

Welch , I nd . Ter . , 
Thursday , Nov . 30, 1905 
Vol . 5 No . 1 0 
E. H. Brady, Editor 

S IT ,! OF • C • 0 GERS ,/ 

The Cherokee "rump" counci l now in session 

in Tahl equah , het her it ever actual l y accomplishes 

anything or not , has been ki ng thi ngs r lher 

uncomfo r t able of late for chi ef' Rogers and f ri end s . 

An investigating comrrdttee consisting of Taylor 

Duncan , Geo r ge Fi elds , Li nco l n England and Comi ng 
_,a ---- .......,_...... 

Snell, r eported t hat because the chi ef had refus ed to -----call the el e cti on of 1905, s pro ~ided by law , he 

ff has been an d is guilty of gro s s sdeme nor in 

office," and 1h ey ther efor e r ecommend hi s i mpea ch-

ment . 

Acti ng upon this advice , the council ha s 

impeached t he ch i ef and ele cted F . J . Boudi not t o 

t ake hi s pl ce . The matter will now come before 

the interi or departmen t for f i nal deci s i on as t o 

whi ch man i s righ tfully in authority . The "rump" 



council claims th a t 1he law r equiring the chi ef to 

cell an election in 1905 i s very plai n , and that , on 

refus~l to do so, their righ t . to hold n elec tion 

without hi s sanc tion i s also pla i n . The matter i n 

controversy a ll depends upon this legal poi nt . 

·eanti me Chi ef Rogers i s i n as hi ngt on , where 

he was called to consul t wi th th e i nterior dep r t ­

ment, and pr ofes s ed to have no fe ar a s t o his abi l i t y 

to hold hi s offi ce . 

Assist nt Chief Faulkner , now i n Tahlequah , 

has re fu sed t o turn the r ecor ds over t o the new 

chief, Boudinot. -- Leader . 
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THE FRANC IS BULLETIN 

Francis, Ind. Ter., 
Friday, December 1, 1905 
Vol. 1 No . 14 
J. o. McMinn, Editor 

ELECTION OF FRANK J. BOUDINOT 

Tahlequah. 

Frank J. Boudin t has been elected chief of t he Cherokees 

to succeed Chief \ illiam H. Rogers, against whom impeachment proceed-

ings were passed last week . Chief Rogers' assistant, D. • Faulkner 

refuses to recognize the newly elected chie f and is holding t he 

records until the return of Chief Rogers from lashington . The govern-

ment will have to recognize Rogers or Boudinot as chief as deeds 

are constantly being sent to the chief of the nation for his signa-

ture. 

Ass i stant Chief Faulkner bas notified the department at 

Washington and the Cherokee council that he will act as chief until 

Chi f Rogers returns, or action is taken at Ylashington. 

Instead of being simplified in the last months of its exist-

enoe the Cherokee government is becoming more complicated and the 

United States Indian agent or inspector have taken any sides in the 



row of the nation, although they have been appealed to by both 

the Chero~ee political parties. 

The election of Boudinot occurred after both houses of the 

Cherokee council had i mpeached Chief Rogers and the new chief took 

oath of office. n aco,ount of the complicated affairs of the nation 

the deeds to the chief have been held up by the Dawes commission 

until the differences a re settled and Secretary Bitchcock will probabl y 

be asked to inter~ere at once . Superintendent Benedict of the I nd-

ian schools, notified t he secretary of t he interior of t he trouble . 

Much excitement over t his affair exists throughout the terr itory , 

and the result is be~ng watched with much i nterest. 



THE FRAIDIS BULLETIN 

Francis, Ind. Te ., 
Friday, December l, 1905 
Vol. 1 No. 14 
~. o. MaN~nn, Editor 

EDITORIAL ON EACHMENT OF W. C. ROGERS AND F . J . BOUDINOT (.-., 

Tahlequah . 

~he council representing the opposition to Chief Rogers , 

which aleime to be the regul ar representative body of the Cherokees , 

has adjourned. In addition to impeaching Chief Rogers and elect-

ing Frank :Ebudinot principal chief, the council passed two appro-

priation billa one allowing its members $3 . 50 a day each for t heir 

oervioes since November 6 , and t he other allowing 2 a day each 

tor the judges and clerks who conducted t ' e election last ugust . 

These bil ls will be forwarded to Washington, and the 

interior department will be asked to approve them. If the depart -

ment refuses to do so it will be equivalent to a decision against 

the legality of the Lmpeachment of Chief Rogers and the subse-

quent aots of the council, and t he Rogers opposition will probably 



give up the fight . If the bills are approved, however, the council 

will be called in extra session and a comrndssion ill be appointed 

to go to Washi ngton and arrange a plan of final settlement of tribal 

affairs with the department . 

Frank Boudinot and R. ~ . olf have volunteered to go to 

\tashington on behalf of t e government against Chief Rogers and 

ask the department to recognize their chief and the acts of the 

council. In the meantime it is understood that Dick dams has been 

wired to look after t heir inter~sts at ashington . 

Before adjo~rning a committee headed by Boudinot presented 

itself t o D. M. Faulkner, acting chief , and asked him to turn the 

office over. This he refused to do . There was no show of violence, 

and t he whole controversy thus far has been good natured . 

Bef ore leaving for ashington, Chief Rogers offered to take 

t he impeachment proceedings a ainst him to ashington and present 

them to t he departmsnt . He and his assistant a r treating the 

matter with indifference , and say they have no fe r of the results . 

iss Carl otta cher , ho was appointed y Chief Rogers 

as one of t he members of the Cherokee national board of educat ion, 

to succeed s . F. arks, went to Tahl equah to look over the situation . 

Parka notified i s s char that he had been appointed to succeed 

himself by t he council opposed t o oger s, and that he had filed 

a protest wi th the department a ainst the appointment of a 

successor. Mi s s Archer decided not to attempt to take up her duties 

0 



until the interior department decides the present controversy, and 

returned to her home. 

Miss Archer is said to be t he only woman who ever held a 

poe1t1on on the school board of the Cherokee nation . For several 

years she was teacher of music at the Cherokee female seminary. 

She now manages her far.m near Pryor Creek . Tams Bixby , who i s in 

Washington, wired the commission here to hold up the delivery of 

deeds to the Cherokee chief until the controversy is settled. 



MUSKOGEE DAILY DEMOCR T 

Muskogee, Indian Territory 
Saturday Evening, Dec. 30, 1905 
Volume 2, No . 253 
Editor's name not given 

EDITORIAL ON HOME OF J . F . BRO 

\ --
A few 1: iles..., south of Tahlequah , and not far 

distant from the site of t he old Cherok ee Female ..... 
f 

Seminary , lies a s mall nud secluded alley , where 

long year~ ago , stood a r ude lo g c abi"n wh ich has 

long since disappear ed . ~twas in thi s valley , in 

t he log hut, that one of th e most distinguished 

c~fs of the Five Civilized Tr ibes first s aw the 

light of day-- Gov . John- · Brown of t he Seminole 

nation. 

In the early days of the Cherokee nation , 

white men of more t han ordinary ability quite often 

came among them, married women of the tribe and 

thereafter made their homes with t he Indians . 

No~able among t hose who soon aft er the establi hment 

of the present . erokee government of th e prese t 

became identified for a time wit h i t s history was 



Dr. James Brown , a na tive of t he "land of Burns" 

a graduate of the Univer s it y of Edi nburgh , and one 

of tbe most dist ingui shed and ski llf ul phys i c i ans 

even i n I ndi an Territory . 

For some time aft er the removal west of the 

Ind ians a number of Creeks and Seminol es resided for 

a wh ile in the Cherokee country , previous to removing 

to t heir own portions of the territory . I t was in 

the Cherokee nation that the learned doctor met and 

mar ried the ful l - blood I ndian woman , the mother of 

the future governor . The ir home was t he l owly l og 

cabin in the quiet val ley pr eviously referred t o . 

The passage of t he years has obl i terated a l l 

tra ces of t he humble home , the on ce stat ely growth of 

forest t r ees surroundi ng it has disappeared , and a 

fi el d now enclos es the fert i l e acres of the val ley , 

and save a very few old residen t s , no one knows that 

here once lived a man familiar with eminent men of 

Grea t Br i t ian, and by edu cation and ab i lit y f i tted 

to take hi s place in t h e h i ghest c ircles of s oc iety . 
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MARBLE CITY ~ tr ~RP S · 

rble C1~, Ind . e ., 
s turday, June 23, 1906 
Vo 1. 2 r. o . 26 
,. Bee Guthreyl r 

m · · T 

m. • 0 ' 0 

c s v 

rtl vill 
' n 1 tern 

1grant eroke , s r oeive t h ollo 1 

letter from ohn • T ylor , ot Cl ore • 

ll e tern or e i rant C ro e by lood 

ho are living in th Cherokee n tion, or ls ... 

w e , under t e recent decision f t s c e 

court of the nited tetes , h nde do on th 30th 

Apri l, 1906, in th ci ~ ot shin ton, D. c. 
Deoi on .L llo a: · 

The .l!tSSt rn and gr nt Ch rok es , in 

re ~ c of hom i t 1 at t ed in t e r 

"tha~ ih 7 number bout 4,500 ersons, 

t1 tion, 

r or 

l a, 11 e stern emigrant Ch ,ro ee , e 1d1n tor 

oa part 1n Cherokee, Gr ham, ~ in, C y nd 

00 o~tiee , North arol1na, o in north Georgia, 

nor 1 and e t r.n T nnesse , together 

W1 abou' 1,000 emisren~• portion• ot their Yeri-
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Tim -ELCH ATClDIAN 

loh, IDI. er., 
Thursday, Jun. 31, 1907 
Vol 6 No. 1 
Scott Thompson, itor 

ITO I 0 CIE'l'Y 

The house Indian oo tte t aahington 

he deo1aed tor ort a b ill uthorizing amu 

Powell of goner n H. inn of ns s , t ubmit 

th ir cla gain t th hast rn c ok es to the 

court ot olai s. o ell nd yn contEnd t · thcy 

m de contract 1th h s ociety un er 

hioh the ere to r ro 8 

in th pro eoution oleim before the court 

ot ol 1 and the court. 

This oontr ct, th y ay, provi ee th t the 

ere to b 

m1 tb 

1 

11 ed . 

p c~ t of the tot 1 ount th t 

th award aggregated about 

t1v llion h y 1 si the t th y ahould he v 

b n pai bout 250, 00. o e ti e. go p ~a en t-

et1Te ller 1 traduced a blll ireo ing the secre­

t r7 ot th 1nt rior to oeus this claim to b 

• The oo~1ttee 011 Ind1 11 att 1r reterre4 the 



bill to e sub-oo ttee reJected it &nd prep red 

a subati tute eferring tbe ole 1m to 'tile oour" ot 

claiu. hi ba,·itute Will be reported to tile 

hou • 
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debta trom c1t1zena; to provi tor education of 

chil ren; to regul te tl:e k1 of 1 provement s 

and t conduct ot slaves end to rohibit the 

1ntroduc1 of hia y into the n tion 1 t h strin-

g nt penal ti f or a d in • 

' pril 1 , 10, th seT n o ns h1Ch 

compose the h o e tribe. met 1 council and 

p seed an ct of oblivion f r 11 11 f or nioh 

they y h ve b en indebted on to 'the other, nd 

here t e r lood rov nge a tak fr the elena 

nd ve ted in the uthori t1 es ot the a tion, thu 

obl1 t ting the :pra ti o f holding 8IlY one ot the 

on a 

ol n. 

a clan res ns1 bl for ori e .comm1 tted 

b r ot other cltlll y .mber of his 

'In con ention deleg t s from 1h several 

diatriota, on the 25th day ot July, 1827, tbe first 

Cherokee constitution s ad o ted and a r ular 

r publ1oan tor.m ot gov r.nmont, 1odel d fter that 

ot t United St tes, provided f or. ~ rom 1817 to 

1816 Path Killer ·as r1no1 1 c 1 f or th C erokee 

nation. Fro 182 to 1829, 1lli 1 ns prinoi-

p 1 oh1et. nuring tho a ye ra nd until 1837 and 

18 , 1ih body ot the Cherokee p ople ere 
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earetully kept i btaot. It ie thie , eterial that 

• Boud1not 1U secu:r • 

The paper, it re-esteblii!h8d' ll be pub­

llllhed et Fo~ Gibson tnetaed ot T hleq ah. · 
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Mul row, Oltl home 
Frid y, Nov . , 15, 19 7 
Vol. 10 o. 32 

• A, ller , :d. it r 

!TORI 0 'T 

T h1 qu h co r apondent to t e · usk ee 

'l'1m - emoor t ys: 

en th old .oo rest no , 0 lc south-

est f T hl e u , s r yed by fir on tl o f'er-

n on of 'a turdo y the 2 d, ns t, ne 0 st not-

able houses in th hero e e co try re . 

ore then fifty ye rs 0 it ocou 1 d 

by the Hon . ' . • s, e first e 1 t r ot 

"Ch ro ee dvoc te, rd rinoi 1 ohi f of 

he Cherokee nation, and upon v rioua ce ions 

d legate to ash1n ton, an 

kee bo I'd ot education. 

r esident of the Charo-

Subsequent to the ~. c uisi tion by • 0 8 

t t place, it o ed b John He kina, r. one 

ot the e rl7 inter-married oitizena ot the Cherokee 

nation. Hawk1na' ite wee a aister of tbe be ut1tul 
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field .. Thet immediate command let t Ktmeas City 

October 1 and returned Deoam.ber e , 1861. Then f ollo eel 

a campaign 1nto ssouri end to 1be south ~ 1oh 1noluded 

pert! oipet1on in many of the stirring g gements ot 

t he · ar , e,nd h10h only end&d with the ba ttle near 

Ft·. Scott Octobe r 2!3 , 1861, which r e sulted r ther dis­

astrously. to .Pr1oe'' s a 1• The oo:mii!lnd reached Kansa$, 

01 ty on the 30th end rema1ned there unti l ustered 

out the following J nuary. 

IF THROUG 

1le 1n the th i ck of the n. er ou ,s en age• 

ments all tal on th line follo d by the compa ny 

during the war t · o i n ciden ts or t he f -1 . hting as ow• 

1ng e ec1al brav ery and 1 ood are men tioned 1n 

conneot1on 1 th- Mr. Bertle ,• : At V n Buren, rkansas, 

to v: hich point, ond through ich o.1nt the F1::..11t '.fexas 

hed been ursued, !Jr . Bartles ol1m.lted t h e r ebel ' f lag 

ole Dd tore do n t heir tl s · 1d Gl ory in 

1 ta place.~ 'hlle on the .hi te 1 ver o paign he swam 

the · rh1 te r1 ver, .Tenuary 24, 18 63, w1 t h s bre, pi stol s 

end overooat all on . 1le ca ped on azord' prairie 

Jul7 21, 1864, the commuld suft :red attack trom th.e 

reb la with 'he ruul.'t Chat 13 ere kill ed, e number 

woUD4 en4 cap tu • Bartle a, wr1 ting o t the t 
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THE DEWEY ORLD 

De••J, Oklahoma 
Thur adey, Sept. 17 , 1908 
Vol. 3 No. 28 · 
· • E. Dixon , Ed i t or 

I S I TEM 0~., ROB" T B. RCSS 

Bartlesvill Ent rp Rob t B. Ross , 

ot Tahlequah, accompanied bJ his a ttorney, K. s. 
chison, of t he same pl ce, are t the 1 eda t oday. 

, Ross is distinguished in more way$ than o~e. 

In the t1rst pla ce he is a grandson of J ohn oss, 

who was t or fort y ears ohief of 1he Cherokees, and 

then he recently resi gn d his ositi on ~s postmaster 

ot ehlaqueh. .clver hear of a oatmaster actually 

r eaignill6 etore third. re aon is t hat he is 64 

yeara old, and is the youngest looking man of hi s 

ase in the st te. 

He 1s here on busines s oonne cted w1 t h a suit 

asai nat James Day , in whose r avo.r the secret ry of 

~he interior deottded a contest i nvol Vil:Jg thirty aores 

ot lend juat south of Bartlesville. Ross, ~ho i .a 

oontending tor the land, says the wes commission 

and the commSea1oner ot Indian atfeira both decided 



coatrovera1es over 1 t 11'1 his revor,. and he 1s now 

aak1ng the d1 str1 ot court to decide tha t he is ent1 tled 

io the tract* and that -~ . Day, Wbo hold.s the t1. tle 1 

be made true tee tor h1m. stipulation as agreed 

upon between Mr • .Muroh1.son end. Veas·ey &. Ro lana , who 

repreaent Mr. Day) to have John Kane ae t as referee 

in the metter. 
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Republican opponent Mr. Haskell evidently has not 

torgotten our service in the Sa uoyah mo~ement, 

trom the teet 'that Senator Keys nd Senator 1 drum 

ot Tahlequah are Cherokees, besides several m bers 

ot the lower house, and active 1n the se uoy h 

state movement. Under these oircumst nces Gov rnor 

He kell' e tavor is the more highly ppreoieted , nd 

we teal repaid tor all we h ve ever done 1 the 

Sequoyah monument. 

Seqjoyah as born in the old Cherokee Nat1on 

in Georgia, about the year 1767, and removed to 

the Indian Terri tory in 1837, nd died some heee in 

New Mexico ln the ye r 1843, his gr ve or pl oe of 

burial being unkno n. He an illiter te man , and 

oould not speak the English 1 ngu ge . His father 

aa a German tra er, named George Guist or Gue t, 

his mother a tull blocxl Cherokee oman. He invented 

hie alphabet betwe en the year 1822 and 1824. It 

oona1ste or 85 oheraoters. ·He first taught his 

11 ttle daughter ho to r ead and then others . 

The late Houston nge, ' of Fort G l son, kne 

h1m well' having 11 ved next nei bor on i:rtb you 

Creek tor • number of years. He desor1 be him ta 

• WJiter as •d1um aize, ith an intelligent ta.oe 



and good bearing. lie \as 1 me i n one leg from 

hito swell1n hen boy, end 11 pea hen he alked , 

He ho a f vorit mul , hich he rod to d from Fort 

Smith, Arkansas here h ent to tr de bout 

every two ee s, b 1 bout 25 miles distant, the 

road passing through here the to ot uldrc n 

stands. The 1 te • . • eaver, of F rt Sm1 th , 

knew him ell, and has to ld th writer much concern~ 

ins the Amari c n c dmus. Hie fe olly p sented 

, .J.eaver . i th · fine Ind1 n cap h1ch ohe ad . 

The house i.n hi ch the Amer 1oan Cadmus 11 ve , 

1e still .t nding, and precti c lly the s e as 

when the picture herein shown as t ken 1n 1891, 

published 1n Harpers eakly, being the only picture 

ot the house taken ·and publ1 shed. 1 t is double 

log struo~ure, being built of he ed o k logs , hioh 

are still in a fair state ot re erv t .ion . It stan s 

on an eminence, not r r trom Sk1nbayou oreek. e 

house, ri learn f rom the late Houston Benge , ho 

wea e. near neighbor of S6quoy8h, was buil t by the 

Ame:rioan Cedmua, moat ~ the ork being done except 

ra1i1Q8, by his o nards, 1nolud1ng the large ohim-

ner. About 200 yerds belmr the house is, l arge 

apriq ooming oo. t near a le rse post oek tree, where 
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THE FORT GIBSO P OST 

~ort Gibson, Oklahoma 
Thur day, Nov . 11, 1909 
Vol. 18 No. 37 
J. s. Holden, ditor 

HISTORICAL OCIETY 

hi torio 1 society collect, o an 

pre erve h i tory of e Cherokee n t1on and otoor 

Indian n tions nm tr1 be 1 fil ed 1 t chert r for 

organization w1 th the secretar y of s t a te nd y. It 

1 n& d the quoy h Hi s torical ooiety , head-

qu rters at T hlequah, for.mer oa it 1 of the Cherokee 

et1on, end no county seat of Cherokee county. 

The 1ncorpor tors . re all of Clar emore , and are 

J aeie A. s t rr, John Barr tt, V1otori B rrett, ue 

1111 , Gazelle an e, a c. or m n, s. J. c. 

Buahyhead 1 ry • Comer , Fr ank rtel. • 
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JOR'r GIBSON 

Gibson, ~us ogee Co . , Okl • , 
r day, A r11 21, 1910 · 

ol. 18 o. ? 
1. s . Holden , Ed.1 tor 

i!J'\1 I " ~ 0] · E UO Y T AL 

Colonel Hero otus Hol en . e For t 1 son 

Po•t continues -& f ree unlimite coine e r 

h1 'tor 1• He now says that the e s - C pi t al i s rong 

abou' that old h lt• bree eathen, equoyah, eeert-

1BB his people and goi ng off to ex1oo to die . He 

core the News- Oapi t ·1 for this 1ns1nua tion and 

••:ra thet "ihe Amerioan Ca mus " went down to look up 

aome lost Cherokf!es . The ews·Capital based its 

crt t1o1• on divers obviously fri endly s t atement e 

ot historians end oyolop dists and ould like to 

Jmow whether Colonel Her odotus ls speaking fr personal 

into t1on or whether he is indulging in charitable 

lur.miae. •• ~oAlester-Capital. 

o "ohar1 table surmise" obou t 1 t. e lme 

who were 1nt1motely eo ue1n t ed th equoye.h --

"e samuel H. Benge nd 

Bon. Frank eaTer ot Fort 

• • 

th. 

• eaver, f ther 

• Benge 11 ved 
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•• before st t ed , e xeep t t ho t h roe hundr~d thousand 

4oll rs no depos ited i n the eu~treasury of t he united 

S~ates , in st . Louis, o ., r eserved for a er o pita 

payment., It is ole r th t t he present system of educa­

tion and the enl rgemen of expenses mus t be met by some 

action of your honor ble bodie or th emb rrassm nt 

will continue , as I h ve 

Council . 

rned you nd tho pr ceed1 

The fund derived fro the l e a of the grazi ng 

privilege on hand ounts to t ~e hun r d thous r 

dolla rs, h d the 1 - t pa yment boon made by the Chero· · e 

Strip Live Stock ssoci tion, hich due July 1 t 

l as t . The asoci tion refused to m ke tho p yment on 

account of the ord r of esident n rrison for their 

r emoval tro the 'Strip . '' The asoo 1 t1on is more than 

willing to make the payment i f still allo ed to occupy 

and n joy these 1 nda . It is unre son ble h . rdship 

on the Cherokee to be t hus depr i ved of revenue of 

wo hundred thousand doll rs by such an order • 

The fifteen t housand dollars t . t sh uld ve 

been av 1lable t last sessio of tho council that e 

4er1Ted fro the gr zing priv1l eg st of t e rkans s 

Ri r, of Which a,75o.oo was r t tned b: the Treasurer 



There ar e many violators or law ho _go unpunished . This 

atate or a:tfairs is greatly ·due to the fact t t the 

D1e t r1ot Solic1 tors are n eglectful of their du 1ea, or . 

incompetent . I reoommend th t you p ovide for a Sol1o1 tor 

General for the Ch rokee t ion , 1 th s l ary sufficient 

to demand the services ~of n able t t orn y . 

It: T UD 8 -• 5 1333 

This quest~on has beoo siakeni to the pride 

ot ever y Cherokee \\bo has bon fide interest. in this 

Nation , and is enough to arouse his indignation · nd 

Yengeanoe , after h vi endured the burden, hardships 

and expense · or owning and holding th 1 country for them-

selves end poster1 y , to be compelled to sit ietly 

and see herd or vag bonds org nizing themselves into 

a "oitizen hip ssooationn ith fund pl oed by it in 

the h nds of unscrupulous 1 yers to c rry out one of 

the boldest robb r s every perpetr ted on a people. 

This lawless ol ss of ma r uders who h ve come from the 

tour corne 8 ot the esrth , h ve r ste ed themselves 

upon our rich soil , and ol 1m to b Che oke s by blood , 

appe ling to the u. s . Government for protection 1 

oarry1ng out this intaaous scheme . It mak s no ditter-



enee trom t country he ho Us, if he only h th 

1n1at1on. tee ot fiv doll r , e 1 duly ingr ft d into 

aaid saooiation end en in& . ruotod by t e 1 d r to 

make 1mprovemen s on Cheroke 1 .d . no on rfu11y 

str nge the offio rs o the u. o . vo t , oso 

4uty it is to mov · them, 

this tr ud, 

ter kn in 11 the f ots 

oonneote i 11 list n to their pl a 

and atfor thorn prot otion c 11 r oenti y in a shin ton , 

the Commissioner of Indian aff ira sav me his promise 

tb t he auld se th t t cy ere re oved , but y 

men nd ys ar us d to de:te t this u os · • 

The -tter ss s through ny h d ; m ny form­

ali ti s one throu h 1 th nd fin ll y the roper officer 

los s si ght of it, thereby th s outr g oa on un-

settled . This class o persons have 11 r c for ye rs 

nd 1 many instances oc ul t d fo tun s by the u e of 

our soil and the & le of our timber, it out p ying one 

oent tor the support of government , nd t the e time 

ignoring every s t tu te on our 1 book . 

ow I recommend t t you k 1 t . p 1 to 

the Gov rnment tor their remov 1 , nd if thi ffort 

proye tutil , that you rov1d for their r mov 

at the nds of the proper officers of this 



to all bona fide citizens . It should be th pride at a 

nation to kno t t she o relieve the .pre 1 wants 

ot its 01t1.z ns . 'inc e of gr t e ers ·cy 11 this , 

which will cert 1nly stre tho their t ction for the 

Government in 1 t ing thus able d illing to supply 

their w nt 1n c e calmi ty · hou d be 11 them . The. 

greatest pur os for ioh 11 ove nm nt r e re ted 

is fulfilled wh.en th t f!PV t oan hus ex end over 

i 'ts 01 tizens rotect1n h nd , t r by ere t 1ng in the 

oitizen a reeling or ecurity nd: conte tment . 

You eho ld t k 

this matter . 

JUDIC Y 

·br d nd e 1 t. ble v1o of 

'As heretofore reques ted, I urge upon you the 

great neoes 1 y f t e · ri g t of ppe 1 in orimin 1 oases . 

The Cherokees n ve long felt t e ant of this pr1 1pal 

in the Judi c1 1 Department of our Government . The r e­

vers ion ot the verdict nd sentence of de th is oar.t inly 

· ae import nt to the 1nd1vud 1 as his pro erty right . 

The oanpl,Lati.on of the .1a s nd public t o1 or 
the same has grown to be gre t necessity on aoco nt 

ot their eoaroi ty among the people . I t is e dif':t'ioul t 



I ca lled your attention and that of the previous 

Council to one very important fact , that is a deficiency 

in the school and other funds . There is no deficiency 

or decrease in our invested funds . But you must remember 

that the expenditures of our Government for school and 

other purposes for many years have f ar exceedEd the 

regular annuity. The schools have increased both in 

number and capacity, and conse~uently the general expen­

diture has been greater . 

Our regular school tund amounts to something 

near 45 ,000 per annum. The appropriations of the 

previous Councils for many years , show tha t there has 

been expended a far grea ter amount than this . The fund 

to meet this increased expenditure has been derived 

from the sale of land end tax on our grazing privileges 

west of the Arkansas River . The same increased expendi­

ture in the General fund has been carried on in the 

same way. 

From 1873 to 1885 , the amount derived from the 

sale of the strip lands in Kansas amounted to over 

one half m!llion dollars , and from grazing lands west 

or the Arkansas River and other grazing tak, over half 

a million, and the internal revenue besides , with thirty­

tive thousand dollars from the sale of walnut tim._r. 



as betore stated , except the three hundred thousand 

dollars now deposited in the sub-treasury of the united 

St a tes , in s t . Louis , Mo ., reserved for a per capita 

payment . It is clear that the present system of educa­

tion and the enlargement of expenses must be met by some 

ac tion of your honorable bodies or the embarrassment 

wi l l continue , as I have warned you and the preceeding 

Council . 

The fund derived from the lease of the grazing 

privilege on hand amounts to three hundred thous and 

dollars , had the last pa yment been made by the Cherokee 

St rip Live Stock Association, which was due July 1st 

l ast . The As soc i a ti on refused to make the payment on 

a c count of the order of President Harrison for their 

r emoval from the "Strip . " The ssociation is more than 

wi lling to make the payment if still allowed to occupy 

and enjoy these l ands . It is an unreasonable hardship 

on the Cherokee to be thus deprived of a revenue of 

*•o hundr ed thousand dollars by such an order . 

The fifteen thousand dollars that should have 

bee n available at last session of the Council that was 

de riv ed from the grazing privilege west of the Arkansas 

River, of which a , 750 , 00 was retained by the Treasurer 



There are many violators of law who go unpunished . This 

s t ate of affairs is greatly due to the fact that the 

District Solicitors are neglectful of their duties , or 

incompetent . I recommend that you provide for a Solicitor 

General for the Cherokee Nation , ith a salary sufficient 

to demand the services of an able attorpey. 

INTRUD:ERS - - 5 , 333 

This question has become sickening to the pride 

ot ever y Cherokee who has a bona fide interest in this 

Nat1on , and is enough to arouse his indignation and 

vengeance , after having endured the burden , hardships 

and expense of owning ant haloing this country for them­

selves and posterity, to be compelled to sit quietly 

and see a herd of vagabonds organizing themselves into 

a "citizenship assocation' with a fund pl ced by it in 

the hands of unscrupulous lawyers to carry out one of 

the boldest robberies every perpetrated on a people . 

This lawless class of marauders who have come from the 

tour earner s of the earth , have fastened themselves 

upon our rich soil , and claim to be Cherokees by blood , 

appealing to the u. s . Government for protection in 

car rying out this inf8110US scheme • It makes no differ-



ence f r om what country he hails, if he only has the 

iniation fee of five dollars , he is duly ingrafted into 

s a id association and then instructed by the leader to 

make improvem.ents on Cherokee land . How wonderfully 

s trange the officers of the u. s. Government , whose 

duty it is to remove them, after knowing all the facts 

oonne·c t ed with this fraud , wi l l listen to their plea 

a nd afford them protection . wpile recently in washington , 

the Commi~sioner of Indian affairs ~ve me his promise 

that he would see that they were removed , but many 

mean s and ways are used to defeat this purpose . 

The matter passes tthrough many hands; many form­

ali ties gone thr ough i th and finally the proper officer 

loses sight of it , thereby this outrage goes on un­

set t led . Thi s class of persons have lived here for years 

and in many i nstances accumulat ed fortunes by the use of 

our soil and the sale of our timber , without paying one 

cent for the support of government , and at the same time 

ignoring every statute on our law book . 

Now I r ecommend that you make a last appeal to 

the Gover nment for the i r removal , and if this effor t 

prove f utile , that you provide for their removal 
' 

at the hands of the proper offi cers of this 



'o all bona fide citizens . It should be the pride of a 

nation to know that she oari relieve the pressing wants 

of its ci tizens , in case of a great emergamcy like this , 

wh ich wi l l certainly strengthen their affections for the 

Government in its being thus able and willing to supply 

t heir wants in case a calmity should befall them . The 

greatest purpose for hich all governments are created 

i s fulf i lled when tha t gpvernment can thus extend over 

its citizens a protecting hand , thereby creating in the 

cit izen a feeling of security and contentment . 

You should take a broad and ohairtable view of 

t h i s ma. tter . 

·JUDICIARY 

As heretofore requested , I urge upon you the 

great nece·ssity of the right of appeal in criminal cases . 

The Cherokees have .long felt the want of this principal 

i n the Judicial Department of our Governme~t . There­

version of the verdict and sentence of death is certainly 

as important to the indivuduAl ·as his property right . 

The ccmp1lat ion of the 1al ws and publica ton of 

t he s ame has grown to be a great necessity on account 

ot their s carcity among the people . It is a difficult 
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EDITORIAlS ON ;r. B. MA.YES 

The Sen~ine~ says the Mayesites, Nationals 

and Liberals each held meet'ings at the Delaware 

court house week before last, and that the Mayes­

ites sho ed up 42 strong. Say, Mr . Sent ine~, you 

are not toting :tair with your man Mayes . e be­

lieve he wi~l get about 84 votes in Delaware dis­

trict . Give the old man a chance, boys, and don't, 

for goodness sake, underestimate his strength. 


	Cover


