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OKLAHOMA T 

Caddo , Choctaw ~ ation , I . T• 
. Thursday I;; orning, Sept . 28 , 1876 
Vol . 3 No . 36 
• • • Editor 

vlE GE 0 B. • OVERTON 

C ickasa ation 

Executive Depart nt 

Tishomingo , Sept . 5 , 18?6 

Honorable enators and Repre sentat i ves 

of the Chickasaw Legisla ture: 

Today I re- assume the high and honored trust 

to which I have been called , to watch over and guide 

the political and ma terial interests of a people ho 

are re cognized by the _United States Gover ent as 

being an independent poli tical community , having such 

rights , privileges and i mmunities a s can be destroyed 

only by superior force of arms or by a vol untary sur­

r ender of the s ~e by the peo le ; and th~ only things 

requisite to make us in a degree equal to such ri.ghts 

and privileges are men and the necessary i mpliments 

of war - - the only means by which e can enforce our 

legal and just demands upon foreign po ers and ke 

them strictly adhere to all international provisions 

governing such independent communities . But , alas! 

\ 



ho~ s d our -r c se i1t condition~ Time and the ravages 

of the most cruel wars have swept our race from the 

stage of action, and we , the few survivors of a once 

powerf 1 race, will no more be numbered with communities 

of national strength and greatness . 

Our condition, then, naturally presents the 

question to our minds for consideration, as to how 

long, and in what way , can we best exist as an independ­

ent political community. In my h ble opinion , after 

a candid and serious deliberation of the question, it 

can only be answered by t he consolidat i on of the entire 

Indian race, whose population is inacurately estima ted 

at three hundred thousand souls, now under the control 

of the Federal Government, and scattered over one- half 

the American cont inent in communities of from one 

hundred to fifty thousand strong, and divided into 

three hundred and forty- eight distinct nationalities, 

each under treaties with t he United States . This 

state of affairs forc es the conclusion that such nation­

alities are only temporary and must soon cease to 

exist. It further impresses upon my mind that t he 

political, material and social interests of the Indian 

race demand their consolidation, and that it is the 



duty of every individual possessing the least national 

ideas and principles to come forth in his migh t and 

assist in shaping and m turing the grand union of 

· the Indian people, reducing them t o a narrow compass 

and to a more perfect system of gover nment . 

Let the Chickasa s, Choctaws , Cherokees and 

Creeks who own and occupy a l erge portion of the 

Indian Terri tory known as t he "Red I'lfan ' s Home," and 

bounded as follows: South by Tex s, east by Ar kansas 

and Missouri, north by Kansas and west by e l~xi ce, 

take the lead in t he consuma tion of this con ederation 

so as to form a perfect unio~, establish j ustice , -insure 

domestic tr nquility , provide for our connnon defence, 

promote the general welfare and secure the blessings 

of liberty ! to our~elves and our proster ity , and urge 

upon the 1-resident and Congress of the United states 

their approval and confirmation of said arti cles of 

conf eder tion. 

The Sioux Indians, the l ar gest tribe - being 

one sixth of the present estimate of the Indian popula­

tion- are now engaged in a bloody w r ith t he United 

States, no t s a matte r of choice on their part, but 

in defence of their tribal and individual rights. 



Their country has been i nvaded by the wh ites for 

the purpose of conquest and plunder, and the y like 

other races are acting out the f irst m s of nature 

in the preservat i on of their l i ves and the maintenance 

of their prop erty r i ghts and cory1ora te capaci ties by 

taking up arms agains t their des t royers . And for this 

spirit of resentment the Feder l Government ~ s s en t 

her armies into the ir cou ntry f or the purpose of mak ing 

them submit to as open and h i gh- handed a rob bery a s 

wa s ever committed upon a weak a nd defe nceless peo le . 

Fellow countr yman , in t he name and behal f of our 

persecuted bro t hers of t h e Bl c Hi ll , I a peal to you 

this day to r a ise your voi ce of protestat i on aga inst 

t he prosecution of such an' un just, unholy and unchri st-

ian warfare upon our race. God fo rbid that you , the 

repre s e n tatives of our one con on Indian interests, 

should be unmindful of this great a nd i m ortant cr i s is. 

our pol itical and materia l interests a s Chick sa s is 

hinged upon the termin tion of the Sioux question . 

We have no better rights to terl'itory than t h ey, and 

are no be tte r able to de f end the , although we ha ve 

bought and paid for our collll t ry whi ch has fts etes 

and bounds. The y hold theirs by solemn compact 

fd) 
\ 



with the United States Government, by the ri ght of 

discovery and by original occup ancy, which is and 

must be considered good title s by the pe ople of t he 

United St ates, or they wuld have no s L. adow or ri ght 

under heaven to the l ands they now claim and occupy . 

And if you sta Ld aloo f a nd use no influence in check­

i ng t h is unjust and brutal w r, by your prayers and 

memorials nd b enlisting the he l p and syrnpa thy of 

our hite f ri ends w o have ever been our s fe gua~d ; 

we too wil l be ca l l ed upon at no distan t day to make 

a surrender of .those same ri e;hts t a t the Siou are 

now ~astin t he ir e 4rt ' s blood in defence of , and 

we will h ve but on . of two t 1i ngs to consider : 

either make as a1eful and disgr a ce r 1 surre_der of 

our nati onal pr i de , together with all righ ts , privi ­

leges and immuniti es acquired by such , or perish like 

brutes in a wa r of extermination . This is no fanci f ul 

or i magi nary workii g of the brain ; t he re is a reali ty i n 

what I have sa i d concerni ng the war with t he Sioux 

Indi ans and the res ul ts t ha t are to follo ~ . It should 

remind us of the necessity of i mmediate action in 

bringing about a friendly relation be t ween t he two 

races and maintaining the ri gh ts and privil e es belen ing 



to the weaker race. ~e have the right in a peaceful 

manner to apply to those invested with the powers of 

government for redress of grievances or other pur poses 

by address or remonstrance. We not onl ~ have the 

righ t but it is a slolmn duty we owe ourselves and 

our oppressed and persecuted brothers . 

The first article of t he treaty o f 1866 , enjoins 

us to make every exertion to induce our brothers of 

the west, to ma i ntain p eaceful relations with each 

brother and wit h the United States , and now is the 

time \men we should a peal mos t strenously to th e 

letter of our treaties which require the United States 

to protect our sovereignties forever, and to the 

sense of justice of the .resident of the United States, 

asking him to withdraw his army from the Si oux country . 

And shou ld it mee t his approbation, let the fi ve 

civilized -tribes send ou~ their commissioner s and 

negotiate a treaty of peace; and rather than see them 

urge them to 

the United 

other compelling upon a disgraceful surrender of our 

homes and to the a cceptance of treati e s repugnant to 

our minds and ruinous to our interests, These t hings 

\~ 



are matter of history and A.ave .doubtless. not bee11. 

forgotten by that God who says, t'Vengeance is mi ne . "-

But though we be called uncivilized and barberous, I 

urge that we appeal to the United states in His name 

who proclaimed "Peace on earth a nd good will to rr£n ," 

to stop this unholy slaughter of brave and warlike 

men - ignorant though they be -

and I claim that they fill t he definition of the 

word; I even claim more fo~ them : they are capable of 

receiving nd practicing those holy truths contained 
\ 

in the Book of Inspiration . They have l ong since 

been reclaimed from a savage state- if· the ti me has 

ever been when they could be justly called savages . 

They have often been instrumen tal in inducing their 

\\o 



brothers of other tribes to live in peace with the 

whites and to accept the influences of civilization . 

Sixty-four years ago they actively assisted t he 

United States in compelling t he Creeks to a quiet 

obedience to t ha t Government ; 'and though the Creeks 

of that day were as unmanagable as the Sioux are now , 
. . 

they are to day as moral , industrious and peaceable 

as any of the ci vilized tribes . 

From t he unhappy condit ion of the Sioux 

Indians, I turn with some degree of pl easure to t he 

affairs of our own l.~a tio n. It is a mat ter of gr at i -

tude to t he Gr eat Dispe nser of Blessings that whilst 

some of our Indi an brothers are involved in the 

horrors of an unequal and hopeless contes t - fi ghting 

vd th no p rospect of victor y but with a _manly de t er-

mine t i on to avenge lrrong , we a r e enjoying , i n a 

marked a nd eminent degree , t he comforts of peace, 

prosperity and national quiet . ..t'er haps· ·at no time 

in the his t ory of our nation hns the 1ork of the 

far.mer been more abundantly rewarded than now. The 

spir i t o r agriculture i s entering into all cl sse s of 

our people; the wild l ands of the country are being 

rapidly converted fnto f a r ms whose pr oduce will soon 

give us an ample store of all the nec e ssari e s of life . 

\""-



He who doubts the fitness of the Indian for the 

pursuits of civilized life , has only to c ome among 

us and be convinced. 

In all · communities there are violent and 

law - breaking men , but I am prepared to assert that 

the record of crimes committed by Chickasaws within 

the past t welve months \till bear favora ble comp . rison 

w1 th a similar record of. the sar~ e num er of any other 

people. Our people, wi th few exceptions, have render­

ed willing obedience.to the l aws , and the officers 

have been prompt in compelling a forced obedience 

from the few who were disposed to bid defiance to 

their authority, and it is with great pride t hat I 

call attention to the fact tha t though the canvass for 

our genera l election of officers was conducted with 

more than usual vi gor, there was none of the riot, 

disorder and blood~shed witnessed at the polls which 

has so often disgraced the states of the Ame rican 

Union, on occasions of similar character . 

I will now rende r to your Honorable Body my 

reasons for no t co nvening t he Legislature to take 

action on t heRevision and Oodific tion of the Laws 

as the law directed. 

\ 



In Sep tembe r l as t t he Legisl ature, believing 

t hat it would onl y be the work of a coupl e of mon t hs 

to complete t he r evi si on and codificatian of our 
' 

laws, passed an a c t re quiring me to convene that 
' body to a ct . upon t he same , and also take i nto con-

sidera t ion the resul ts of a conference held by 

commissioners of the Chickasaw and Choctaw nat i ons , 

for the purpose of effec ting a solution of the 

Negroe question . No pol i cy as agreed upon by the 

commissione r s , i n r egard to said question . The revi-

sion of t he l aws vras not completed until t he 18th 

of lest March . ow that being the most busy season 

of the year for f ar mers , and as it :ou ld have cost 

the nation a bou t six thousand dollars , or nore , to 

convene the Le Bislatur e , \m ile only two courts 

could ha ve been he ld under the revised l aws ; I con-

sidered it a ma t t er of use l ess extravagance to convene 

the Leg islature for the pur pose set forth in t he act , 

and depending up on t he correctness of my judgment , 

and knowing t hat such a course an my part coul d not 

work an injury of any magni tude to the Government , I 

refused to convene it. 

The revised code is no submi tted to ou f or 

\ 



your consider ation and action , toge ther with the · 

report of t he revis or s ; and I respectfull y ask that 
·. 

you c arefully i nvest i gRte the work , before any action 

thereon. 

The adj ustment of the status of the negroe s 

who are among us , i s still before you for consider­

a tion, and will l ikely remain in its pr e sent sha pe 

as long as a j oi nt act i on is required on t he part 

of the Choctaws and Chickasaws . I have , on t fO 

occasions, consul ted Chief Cole on t he s ubject , 

asking h is co-opera tion i n dero nding their removal 

by the resdden t o the nited States ; bu t he posi -

tively refuses t o act i n that dire ction, claiming 

that we ha ve t he r i ght to ena'c t such l aws .as would 

compel the negroe to take the oath of alleg iance to 

our resp ective Governments , and beco me amenable to 

our laws, wi thout having any of the privileges and 

immunities of ci t izenshi p conferred u pon him. But 

the most i gno rant can see how utterly foolish such a 

position is. 

The negroe s are be comi ng much i nteres ted in 

having this ques t i on settl ed in some way . They have 

interviewed me on the sub j ect, wishing to know 



know what course to pursue i n order t o bring the 

question to a s peedy settlement . I could, of 

course , only refer t _em to t he . resp c·ctiveC·ouncils 

of t he Choc t aw and Chickasa nat i ons . 

It is more probable that our Honorable Body 

will be visited by the representatives of t1at race , 

or be memorialized ; and it is of v st i mportance to 

us and to t hem that t heir co lain t e be heard , and 

such action taken on our part , a s will ' lead· t o . ~ 

a speedy adjustment of th i s most difficult question . 

And I solemnl y appeal to you , now, no t to admit t _em 

under the provisions of the t hir·d a r ticle of the 

treaty of 1866 . If ou do , you si gn the death­

warrant of ·your Nation lity with your on hands ; 

for t he negroes wi ll be the edge ~ith which our 

country will b e rent a sunder and opened up to the 

whites; and t hen t he gr nd scheme so artfully devised 

by t he treaty of 1866 , will have been effected , and · 

the ends of the conspi rators attained . 

The mining i nterest of the Chaeta nation is 

becoming a mat ter of much profi t , and as .e hold these 

mines in common with t hat nati on , our attention is 

called to the passing of such laws as will rotect 

our interests therein . 



The Choctaws have , by a c t of t heir council, 

asked t hat a conmit t ee be appo i nted by bo th lations 

to n1eet a t Caddo t o f r ame a l flw regul at i ng mini ng 

in t erests , and present t he same to their different 

Legisl ative bodies f or action . These Li nes ~ere , 

in the first pl a ce , leased to mining and coal 

compani e s of the States by i nd ividua l Eembers of 

t he Choctaw and CLickasa IJationc . The Chaeta , 

authori t i es protested ag inst t his , on t he ground 

t hat all mi ne r a ls came under t he exclus i ve control 

of our re spective Gover!lr...cents . In this t hey Tere 

sustained by the Se cret ry of the In terior , wh o 

issued an or de r compell i ng all minj_ng companies to 

c ontract dire c t l y with t he National authorities of 

both Nati 9ns, or cease furt her operat i ons . 

Under that d i r ecti on of t e Secretar of t he 

Interior I i nstruc t ed your Pation 1 Agent to contract · 

for t h e ti 1e be ing , i t h the different mi n i ng and 

coal companies already i n operation . These contracts 

have already yielded us a revenue of fifteen hundred 

and thirty-tno dol l ars . They re, ho ever , subjec t 

to your approval, and wi ll be submi tted to you for 

investiga tion. 



I must eg in call ou r atten tion t o t he large · 

· and steady influx of hite pe ople into our coun try, 

and I ask of your Honorable Body such leg i slation 

as will prevent their further introd ction . 

This c n only be done b' the repeal of ou r 

present permit law; and by restricting t he citizens 

in the employment of white people, excep t upon their 

homestead . Ne hold our l ands for our own use and 

for the benefit o f our posteri ty . We owe it to t hem 

t hat such of o r domain as is not re quired for our 

own use should be kep t for them, f resh and not despoil­

ed of its timber . 

Under our pre sen t la , this is not bei ng done . 

Our own citizens r e locat ing cleims t hro ughout t he 

country and selling the use of t e m to the whites ; 

the ti ._ber s are be i ng destroyed , t he la nds i mpoverished 

before our people can reap the benefit of it , or befor e 

they even need it . , orse t han all , an element of dis ­

cord is being ? eedlessly i n troduced into our country , 

which must even tuall 1 give us r.:mch t r ouble , unless 

handled ~ith the gre test wisdom nd pruden ce . Let 

your citizens pay five dollar s f or each 1 bori ng non­

citizen, whom they employ , and let his labor be confined 



to t he homestead of the employer . The money thus 

paid for this privilege ill make a respectable 

sum toward s the support of your Govermaen t, and 

stop t he wanton a ste of timber and ear of t he 

land which is now going on and from which the ation 

is receiving no benefit whatever . 

Our tion should not be the refuge of men 

whose crimes unfit them to live ar1 ong honest peopl e 

of t he ir o~n race, bu t our present per · it law , and 

our i ndiscriminate manner of r ent ing m e this the 

easiest. of all countri es for t hem to live in , and 

so long a s eur citizens are allowed to sell them 

the privil ege of livi ng here, or r enting them out­

of - t e-way farms, so lone will we have to bear the 

responsibility of their lawlessness , end the honest 

white men 11ho are among us , t he disgrace of beinG 

classified wi th them . 

The next matter to whi ch I will call our 

attention, and upon whi ch I ask your action i s the 

collection of th e i nterest due the Chickasaws accru i ng 

on Arkansas nd Tennes ee bonds , prior to July l s t , 

1866 1 and amounting t o 297, 890 . 25 . The amount of 

this i ndeb tedness on the pa rt o f the Uni ted States 



• 

/ 

to the Chickasaws, has been f ul ly admitted by the· 

Interior and Treasury Departments , and sustained by 

the opinion of At t orney .General Acker man . We 

should be r epresented at the comi ng Congress , and 

demand some action in regard to the debt, the equity 

of which has not been disputed . 

The condition of the different schools throughout 

the a tion , and the pr ogress made by the scholars the 

past yea r are very encouraging , and in order that your 

informa tion be more in detail , I will refer you to the 

quarterly and armual reports of the ra tional Super i n t end -

en t of School s . The education of our outh naturally 

demands much of our atten tion . Indeed, the best , 

cheapest and most effective mode of educating t he 

you th ha s be en a question of grave deliberation i n 

older and mor e es tabl ished Goverrunents t han ours , a nd 

in view of the f ac t that the question has not yet 

been solved, and that a l l systems are found to have 

i mperfec t ions, I am not prepared to recommend to you 

any radical depa rture f r o the system we now have in 

operation. 

I am aware , however, t hat dissatisfaction with our 

present sys t em has been honestl y fe l t and expres sed , 



• 

and I s ha ll li sten with pleasure to any suggestions 

from yo ur honorabl e body in regard to this question , 

only s aying that our finances naturally control and 

limit ou r efforts toward the education of the children. 

And whilst I am in favor of our schools be i ng co nducted 

in the most liberal manner c onsi stan t wi th our means , 

I 1ould caut i on you against t he inaugur ation of a 

system like l to involve us in trouble b going be­

yond t he means now i n ou1· possession for t hat purpose . 

The me r e kno ~ledge of school books constitute ut a 

small portion of pr actical education . The moral tr in-

ing of ou r young m.en is a sub j ect of the gravest i mpor­

tance to us. They constitute our future hope . 

By t he m eur churches , schoo·ls , l aws , an~ govern-

ments mus t soon be adm~~istered . ur future greatnes s 

depends mainl y on hat they are and rha t t hey ecome . 

Let t hem be t aught those principles calcula ted to elevate 

the m i n social s tandi ng, enable t hem as a race and ena ble 

them to rea ch a hi gher order of politics . Then e can 

safely gi ve t o them the government wh ich we have inherit­

ed f rom o ur fath ers and which of necessit must be theirs , 

when one by one ~e shall have been called t o r ender an 

accoun t of the de eds , off icial as uell as private whi ch 



have marked our course on earth . Let me expr e s s 

the hope, gentlemen, t ha t when t ha t gr eat day comes 

each and all of us ma y be able t o exhi bit a pure 

record and an unblemi shed off i cial l ife, and t ha t 

none of us ma y be missing f rom t ha t e t erna l home 

which is not held by trea t y , nor sub j ec t t o the 

cupidity o f ma n , but a graci ous g i f t from the Great 

Father of Na tions to suc h of hi s children a s ha ve 

done his will a cc ordi ng to the l i gh ts before t hem. 

B. F . OVERTO 

Gover nor . 
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Vol. 3 No. 51 
,oPherson. Ed1 tor 

NE f I TEM 0. B. F . OVERTON 

vre see by the ne n.t son e _s tha t Gov. ve:r­

ton 1 together with perty of other offi'e i ls -nd 

d1s,1ngu1s·hed citizens of the A i ok s w na t · n, 

were in Denison t he other d y on .i .mport nt bus i -

ness. 



•• 

1 ... • 

• 

1 

• • 
... 

• 



t .2 

•• 

• 



... I 

11 



Y.- 0 0 • 'I' ' 

1 1 01 • had .. 

' · 1 • . 
• 

1 ·t c J1 



STAR- VI DICATOR 

McAlester , I nd . Te r . 
Feb. 10 , 18 77 
Vol . 4 No. 1 
McPherso n , Ed i t o r 

LET~ER OF CYRUS HbR~ I S TO EDITOR ' ~D FR I ENDS 

Mill Creek , I . T., Feb . 5 

I suspose I can consider my subs cr i pt i on 

to the St a r a nd the old Vind i c t or a s havi ng ex­

pired although t he blue X ha s not made i t s app ea r -

ance. 

s I know of no thi ng worth notic ing by t he 
' 

reading community , I do not propose mak i ng any re -

ma rks , a s anyt h i ng from me vould o nl~ have .a ten-

de ncy to crea t e har d fee lings among f riends . 

I have l ong s i nce l aid poli tic s on t he s he l f , 

hop ing to l ive a mor e plea sant and comfortable l ife. 

My policy did no t sui t t~e t imes , and i n order t hat 

a more pr osperous government mi gh t be e sta blishe d 

f or t he good of t he comi ng gene r at ion , I t h ought it 

be s t t o drop all hol ds and r e tir e . 

ope you may succee d in making t he STl R- VIN­

DIC TOR a prosperous and long- l i ved j ourna l . 

CYRU ARRI 

.) 
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LET )E OF CYRU · Ir T .!lDIT 

il .~ e _~ , • lj1 .. , , b. 5 

I ~p sposo n cou ider my su or 1o 

to the t Rr nd t e ol indio tor vi ng x-

pire alt3ouGh the blue has not e ito pe r -

anoe. 

s I kno 'l ot noth1n rth otic·ng b the 

reading community, I do no t propose ~akin ny re-

marks, a s anythin from me ould nl ~ ave 
" 

ten-

denoy to ere t e hard eel i n o g ri 

I h ve long sine 1 id li t1 cs n t s e lf, 

hop1n to live mo nt d comfort ble life . 

y policy did not s it t e t· es , n d 1, o rd r th t 

a more prosp erou ·overru ent i g· t b . ~t ~ lis od 

tor the good of the comin ner io , I 0 t i t 

oest to rop 1 'olds an e tire . 

Hope ou may uco eed in . n in 

DlCl-1TOR prosperous d lon - livo j 'ur 1 . 

CYRUS HARRI~ 
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PERMIT L .. ; PROVED BY B. F. OVERTON 

Sec. 1st . Be it ena cted by the leg isla-

ture of t he Chickasa Na t ion , Tha t citizens of any 

s t a te or te rr itory of t he United Sta tes wish i ng to 

h i re or rent l a nds, or be otherw i ~e emp loye d in 

t his Jation , s hall be required to enter into con-

trac t vith a ci tizen; said contra ct to be r eported 

byt e citi zen to t he County l er k of the county 

where sa id citi zen resides . 

ec . 2d . Be it further enacted , That any 

citizen who shall employ any non- citizen , s hall 

app l y wi thin f ifteen days after entering into con­

trac t to the clerk of the county whe r e said non-

c iti zen wis hes to reside , for a permit for male 

non-ci ti zen over t he age of eighteen years, in his 

em~ loy, a nd f or ea ch permit so obtaine d , the non-

citizen shal l pay to the clerk issuing the same 

t he sum of t went y- f ive dollars , and the clerk s hall 



r etain for each permi t i s sued , t enty-f ive ce nts 

for h is ser vices , nnd shall repor t to the udito r 

a nd Trea sur e r , quart erly , of all money receive d by 

h i m for permits, and afte r deductin out his fee , 

shall pay t he ba l ance over to t he Tr e surer for na ­

tiona l purpqses. 

Sec. 3d . Be it f ur t her enac t ed , That every 

f oreigne r who s t all come into t his Na tion fo r the 

purpose of f a r ming or being othe r wi se emp loyed , 

without the pr oper uthority of the Un ited St a t e s 

gover nment, sha ll be deemed an i n truder by virtue 

of Section 2134 of t he revised St a tute of I n ter­

course l aw. 

Sec. 4th. Be it furt her ena cted , Tl"'a t all 

license d merchan t s and tra der s (non- citizens) sha ll , 

i n a ddit i on to t he t ax aid on goods, be r e uired 

to procure f r om t he Cou~t y Cle r k of t he county 

in w~ich the y . i sh t o t rade , and a ll physicians , 

non-c i tizens, ~ i shi ~g to practice their profession , 

shall rocur e f r om t he County Cl erk of t he county 

in wh ic'l t hey wi sh "tO re ide , pe rm i t f or which 

they pay ea ch t venty-fi ve do l l a rs ; cond itioned upon 

the f a ithful observance of t he l aws of t~ i s a t ion, 

and t he c l erk s shal l d ispose of t he funds in t he 



manner prescribed in se ction 2d of this a ct. 

Se c. 5th . Be it f urthe r ena cted, Tha t no 

permit s hal l be grante d f or a longer time than 

twelve months , a nd in case of violat i on of any law 

of t his Na tion , the offender sha ll be ordere d out 

of the li its of the Chickasa l a tion . nd any cit­

i zen who shal l emp l oy any non-c iti zen for longer 

time t ha n f i f t een days wi t hout procur ing a permit 

for the same, shal l be de emed guilty of misdemeanor 

and be s ub ject to a fine of t ve n t y- f ive do l lars 

before the County court hav i ng jurisdictio n , and all 

fines collecte d under t h i s uct sha ll oo ·to t he 

County Trea sury for coun t y pur~oses . 

Se c. 6th. e it fur t he r ena cted , Tha t an y 

non-citizen having entered i n t o contra ct wi t h any 

citizen of this 3a tion and obtained a per mit under 

his emplo y, and shall leave the emplo r of said cit­

izen without h is knowl edge and co nse~t, shall for ­

feit his permit, and no o t her permi t s hal l be gran t ed 

any non-citi zen forfeiting the same, by either cl erk 

of either county of t hi s Na tion . 

sec. 7t . Be it fur ther ena cted , That any 

person living in this Nation under permit shall not . 

be allowed to bring i n to or hold more than five head 



of milch c o~ s , and shall have no hogs outside of 

enclosure , but shall be a llo ed a ll the vn rk- horse s , 

mules and ca ttle , a s may be nece ssar y to wo r k s aid 

f a r m, and sha ll be a llowe d t o feed s urplus cro p to 

beef-ca t t le under fence . 

Sec. 8 th . Be it fur t her enac t ed , Tha t a l l 

fr eedmen not o ned by Chickasaws or Cho c t aws at 

t he da t e of the t reaty of For t .Smith , sha l l be r e -

quired by the s her iff of the respective counti es 

of t h is Nation to proc ure permits a s provided in 

t his a c t. 

Sec . 9 t h . Be i t fur t her enac t ed , Thal all 

a cts and parts of a ct s i n conf l ict with this a ct , 

are he reby repea l e d , and t his act t ake effect and 

be in f orce from and after its passage . 

App rove d Oct . 17 , A. D., 18 76 . 

Governor of t he Chicka sa at ion . 

J TIO~AL SECRETARY'S OFFICE , ) 
) 

Tishomingo City , ) 
) 

Chi ckasaw 1' tion , I . T. ) 

I do hereby cer t i f y t hat t he foregoing i s 

a true and corr ect copy of the original ac t of the 

legi s l a tur e of the Chickasa w Na t ion , hi ch ma y be 



tound on file in t his offioe. 

Given under my hand a nd s ea l of off ice, t hi s 

· the 25th day of January , ' • n., 187 7. 

JOSI AH BRO I , 

Na t iona l Se cr e t ary , c. N. 
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ACT OF B. F. OVERTON 

All laws relative to the appointment o~ 

de~egates to ashington were rep·eeJ..ed in 1874 by the 

Chickasaw 1egislature, and in l87o the following 

bill was passed, under which Overton, cTohnson and 

Anderson are now in Wash1ngton City. It concludes 

the ~ong petit ion they presented to Congress on 

their arrival there: 

Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the legislature of 

the Chickasaw Nation, That the Governor of the 

ChiokBsa~ Nation be~ and he is hereby, authorized 

and requested ta appoint and commission two persons 

to visit Washington City, District of Columbia, 

during the next session of Congress, with full and 

ett1c1ent power to represent the ~terest of the 

Chickasaw peo.ple in all things touching their interest 

and well are, under any treaties existing between the 

Ubited States and the Chickasaws, wherein the interest 



and happiness of the Chio.kase:wa may be advanced. 

Seo. 2. Be it further enao.ted, That the 

governor of the Chickasaw Nation be and is hereby 

authorized to accompany said delegation, to render all 

assistance nec_essary in the prosecution of· all claims 

he1d against t.he Gover.runent of the Uhited States, 

and it necessar~, to employ counsel to, assist in 

recovering ell claims vb.ioh may be just.ly due the 

Chickasaws by treaty stipulations or otherwise. 

Sec. 3. Be. it further enacted, That any 

and all awards by the Un:hted States, on back annu ities, 

orphans, and incompetent claims, or any other claims 

or a national character, shal.l be p.aid over t o the 

national treasurer ot the Chickasa Nation, taldng 

his receipt there·for, and giving him. an. exhibit and 

statement ot the source from whence derived, together 

with such ather itams ot· information aw may be necessary 

and advantageous to the nation. -- And it is hereby 

made the duty of the nationa1 treasurer ta lay all 

exhibits of moneys received by him before tbte legis­

lature or any authorized committee for their inform.ation 

and action. 

Sea. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said 

de1egates are hereb~ required to protest against any and 



I 

all territorial forms of government which may be intro­

duced into the Uhited Sta~es Congress for the purpose 

o~ extending the same over the Ind1~ Territory 

against the express sentiments at our people. And 

the,r are further required to report the proceedings 

ot their mission in full to the next session of the 

legislature. And for such services they shall each 

reeeive the sum of $1,000 out of any money now in 

the hands or the national treasurer, and the auditor 

ot pub~ic accounts as authorized to issue his warrants 

accordingly. 

Approved November 2, lS?6. 

B., F. OVERTON 

Gov. Chickasaw Nation. 
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EDITORI AL ON B. F. OVERTON 

On the ; ~ ~nd of l a st month rOVer nor • I . 

overton and t he two del ega t es fr om the Ch1 ckas w 

Nati on presented t o congress , throu h Gov. Thr o ck­

morton, of Texas. a l engt hy pet it i on , se t ting fo r t h 

the r pea l of t he contra ct wi t h J . F . B. r a trobe , 

e tc., whioh as r eferr e d t o the comm1 ttee on India n 

Jftai r s and pr int ed in t he ~ec ord . 

The u~urper Hayes ' t e r m 111 be 'o tter t han 

L. 
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-D.:.'IO IAL 0.~. C S 

The nearer t l1c day of el ot1nn c omes th 

liw er see to r o t oh o of l r . \ r ney. 

I e carries too much d ei 1t to 1 t · r ce , 

: hat our old r eli ble st nd b C • I arr1 ~ 111 be 

our next G ) V. is t ot t at st ill f \...lly 

e tabliah. 1 h ve t ~ o e o t l r ai l 

ot t h 1 ation. lJ he r u or t flo t t he i n-

truoted his .. ele t or to 0 or ter rit .J i 1 

governm nt 1 a tr cture it ut any ound t .ion , 

nd talls to the ground f it o n ight . vur 

P ople · 11 'kno t t e have ational c oretary ' s 

ott1o in hioh all official transactions used 

to be recorded, it 111 t ke b t 11ttl trouble 

to tind there a most earne t . rotest ai st n 

t 1 o 11aat1on, h1oh a sent to shin ton 

1 , n4 ther print d b oongr s ; an fe 



are still to be found II' On our _eo 1 • 
t • one or t he l a t e.ot s of ov . H r r 1s ' 

a4m1 t t1on. ·\~ t 1 t ould b e like hun f r 

th J tooth of a suoke r 1n th tur d ters of 

e4 r1 ftr as t o hunt f or a r oord of a Y uthor 

tor the re uct1on of ·300 . 000 of the p ople 

. ne to 70 1 000 lea noner te s . 

The c i rcuit oourt of i s o n o count y 

ty 

18 1 rg l y att e ed t l1° k , t l. t ct t h t Go • 

rri 

n 1 

111 e dre s the l. tl. r 

hous eho d ·or 

t hroughout t h ation. Th r 

y ught jus tly a i ns t hi • 

h e oro d ., is 

i verybo 

t on 

om 

0 

o c r 

10 i s 

fr1 nd o t he ·hit n . o 1 f - 1 ng c u in t -

noe 1th hi. t 1nk . c s f l y · 1 

f r1 nd to t he 1 , , nd 1 - a 1 1 · ~ n t out ny 

d1 t1not1on , and t he t he 1 s t r ue, tried d 

t us 1 friend to hi s peopl e ; nd t t t . 1r 1nt r -

t r n r a n, ear t o 11 8 he t . .. o s h 

1 too c y , t oo l eni ent , t oo timi d . i s erc i:ful, 

nd 0 oe not l ove roiful n? The t ri 1& 

ot oth r touch hi. art. ut i t h h i 1 1 1 ' 
n4 1 oks not the coura t o e fo ro i t. I n 

' 



lk to hln neople he s e e.k:s s one t a lki n to 

t n brothe r s , and not s t hough h e ere 

d in felons and beasts .•. 'Tndar all c i rcum-

t an ea and at all tt ne s h e, is t he so o old cy. .. ' 
b he in t he guberna t or ial oha ir at t he head 

ot hi s . eople or be he i n h i s old 11 put t i ng 

the grist ot th poor .. 1do unto1 led in t he 

ho-p r. .~i s he ad i s a l a y s h i s wn , h isky neve r 

ol 1 s it. · . i t h h i t t he hel the country 

111 be sate. Jnited a c t i on nd e general t urn-

o will put h1m there . r not ; co e o t1e polls , 

•ti your duty . l ist r ot t ote o l y t on __ ue 

t b oli lo1an but use your o rn soun 

~o tor Y• Harris. 

u id . 

ense an 

\ 
\ 
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The old ar hor ,s e has a.r~" i n been brought 

out , saddled, bridled nd. r e dy fo the f r ay . ~ e 

has been with you in yo darke s t hour s , he has 

taken the lead; and durin those dark ,and troubled 

days h brought ou f ort h victorious, 1d l eft you 

a heritage t hat i s ~o essential t o the eao.e and 

prosperity ot every na ti on, t hat is he p1ness nd 

plenty . But alas l t here ar e ot her lea ers t h t 

have co .e to t he front an is oiled you of the 

tru1ts ot your victory. Jn no t he old tried 

hero a ' s be aga in ill br1n ou out f d lare s 

1n'o light 1.t you '111 render t h t assistano and 

upport to him as leader t hat , akes success 

r 'kln. •y Cb1c l e sa riends to you r e 

tins, and to aov . cy. r.arri s e refer • ill 

0 upport and elect h im e kno ou 111 . 



like your Choota bretiren , ·ent better 

nt, and t te only way to get it is to 

your support upon ·;ne ho h s been tried 

ound. ' ntin • P l'l election is n ar at han • 

late and early d ours 111 e a r nd 

ory of r"' t t over ron • 
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-D ITORIAL Ol' 11 l OV ~RTOr 

T e .. tar-··1n 1oe. tor of the 27th inst . 

1 h a tor a cop of t e Ov rton-Durney pe oh. 

Fr1 n4 1o., spare us , or t he lov e ot h even, 

p re u t hat. I t w s b d ou fo r oou_ nt 

tr our s upr e e oo ur t to g t i nto print 1 ed 

o . spare thi other , do 

not let 1 t e t into print " verb ti • '' by , t e 

p ople outside our bound ry oul think that 

were t ~in up the era - fish it an akin 

p1d s tri a i n it. If h ve d livererll I 

ho to ugbt, bl d d ied f or us let u keep it 

t m t out side ·orl , for then 1 t 1 ht 

oun4 rather school-boyish n v r y bsurd . I t 

r ... n,nda one t t h countrJ an • first dr i f 

• t e r. Aft e r drinki n he a t 1 ' t 

ha be? On being told i t sod ter he 

\ 



1 ok d in his tumbl r tl e. rub a his br ad.-

t nd said 1 ''ah l o, I call 1 t s e tene ind • . , 

ey alone uld have run a oh b tt r r oe 

o rton end r ney ; that 111 1 0 ch for 

people. As to ~reesurer . the offioe ha 

n ell tilled b r. Dur ney ; e ave .o t h rd 1 

no oan e ~ ind ny fault · 1 h hi n e . B 

wh b , at t he biddin o aov . Ove ton, a k 

tor the o e norship he a i s too hi h . P ha 

1 friends h ··oul Jport bi . or n othe r 

ot 1oe. Col. Le R-y4old~ -- t h n o e 

1 ntereste rie d to 1 ZJ e p re h not 

at all t f. cour t t n 

Oo rton and urney •• Go-u-. H rr 
. ok at ... 

T1 ho ngo and .Jtonewall 1 n 1 OI'd e e ful l 

t 1adom. ty pr :nise • 

e di not ti t t , ble d a 1 for i s ~ oopl ; but 

our last and tryin stru 1 an of t di rs 

1 ed sub t ntial aid fro h1m , nd in t )S6 

ya , en all seemed lo t , he orke h r 

tor us . n h n he puts is 

to the h el h 111 lift us ro t h 

t1on in h1ch n are. 

I 

\ ) 



To aum up all in a fe vords, in ~ . 

B 1 we have a ve~y good man, but t oo youn f or 

th plaoe he seeks; a nd h1s a s sertion t hat he en• 

do ea and will follow v:. over ton' s cour se 111 

al ne deteat him. 

In cy. 1arr1s e bave a . -n .ho has been 

w 1ghed and 1ot f ound want1n • In hi e hav a man 

that takea law, treaty and const i t ut ion for hi s ui des . 

In him we have •mens sano i n corpor e sano . · On t he 

14th of August give h i m your vot e . Pl ce hi. at t he 

whe 1 and he will take you i nt o t he har bor of pl e t 

nd eatety. 

Chie kaaa .. at i on , Jul .. 29 . 
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ter, ~hoot _" tion, • T. , 
y 1 ugust , 18 78 

6 - o . 25 
' Pherson , _ . Ji . ailey , ditors 

il Cr ek , I . • J uly 24 . 

l'he all- nb orbi topic in t h i c ntr~ 1s 

ol1t1os . 'he i nt er st ich t 00 1 ifc t 

1n the co in el ct1o l l •' lainly h t th 

h ve auff'ered und .. r the T) resent rul a d their 

anxiety to ret r i of th c ·use of t . ir tro ble 

by t he elec tion of a d1ff re t cl ss 0f en to 

he principal offices 1 t he r. tion. 

There wa quite a lar e u~b r f eople 

mbled at 1sho 1n ~o t o hear t h aspi r ants to 

ott1oe express themsel ves on t e le din iss s . 

Speeohes ere de b y Gov . J rr1 , e • ur ney , -

Co R ynold , ~ • F. overton , en . C r ter; oyd 

o b r • 'lne annuity dodge by n ioh overton 

\ ~ 



\ 

0 s at h <• : ro xy 1u e nb ~r 1 tor· 1 c r 

11 ve til te y ov. d Col . e nolds . 

publio e tings , ~ ith t he 1 of t h 

ator, uretty ·oll i lf 1'·110( t1e p o 1 

h fraud l i ch as a bout t b r a t i ce on 

, .nd t ho r 3Ult 1-- y 11 vot for a r is 

• ould he.vo s· n or ted b'.l ne d - · on CO'le ... ) 

0 t 1rly nd. hon stl .. old h pe le h 

ot tate or tf irs ~ ur1e r 

h1ngton. 

rney B spe c l e mo e 

1 u t1on f c t n f 1'"' . 

h rg d ex-r. v. .... r r i t·on 

t .. e goverJ,m.e en ~ 1 0 the country 

h1te me · , ·el t fee l i n 1 on t r cy 

O"f14ence, i c 1 t t. o:r tic 1 10 

' P el1v .... r . 1 .116 on on , 

exertions alone t he country h d e ~n 

'r .is part o , i 1')660 1ore than 

is ll v1n v r y d f ferent f ot 

t he inte ... ed . ~ ontotoo '0 t a t ll 

ld ot t vert<n p r ty , r e t 

to get n oat olid v t f a r n , 



but atter the meet inc t r tone 1 t e • art soc 

if T ney ets bare 

jor1ty i n t e county it 111 be or th n i 

xpeoted. 

urne 's o e c . t J t ne'll 1 as rel 

l t 

oonta1ne neither nr nor 1 

Iarr1 took u t10 

and ent over 1t ~r t _e 1n .( sh n }1 .1. 

' 
cle tio . one , 

exactly t cr t t h er e itl d t o 

s or1tio1n o r 7 , J o o t hick s fu 

-- interest inv s t t:; ts 1c 1 1 o v 

• 

s , 

in1y 

n 

b n paid 1n ce h -- b .cc 1 t iL t i n t ·n nt f 

the boTe a ou t i n rt le Ar ~ ns "" s c t e 

in lieu ) f cash; n t t . is 

1 ply that 1e 1 ht , ablo t 1 

peopl 1th the ory o an annu en t here 

• no annuity to be a1 , t r,., t before t. ey 

ould find out t e t1o ul oc ed 

1 1 t1 hi .- verite . n o ntin e t e ·• rule n o n , ~, 

ot ruin .. ioh h a 1 ut t di 

1 - th nk to the t r• 1 io~ tor o d it s 

' 



\ 

-- t e tric cl soov re , . t h 

1 otion of Y• rr s l ook rl on as e:r t 1nty. 

1th an annuit y r ~ 2 1 000 t o io trib t y 
Burn '1 ould have on th r o • but i t i o ver y ' 
41tter nt hen t . 

~eo 1 i n ut t e eo tion "" 

t t was tter1 tea t o • 

r.oY. :rar i s r n t h ever , 
and if the eleot1o a · r re for on 

oula be s e r f ec t l ut t canv s 

as 11 nurant 1n t c oct t on . 1nt e r e t 

ot the oe e.ign c nte 5 1 t h r oe f r t 

go~ norsh1p, t ,.... t c d to· f 

e eneral' 0 r xe r t i n v 

d rabl:T• io nt s t hi s f 1c 

c t . . en. c rt r, T30 ,,' 0 er • t 1 

1 os s1ble t tell ' 11 ·i n. 

rter the S""e 1 ... a· s t n 11 a r iv te 

auou as ·hel o t i n t r u h b t h e faithful 

ot h 1 urney _ rty , a b 11 - v 0 ~1 other 

nta effected , . • verton as o i n ted. 

tor th n te . I le rn fr th se J are 11 

t d that his e ctio 1 s cou t 1 

d1ngly uncertain . 



_ou y mark d n 

11 r l y c lled , u 

h1 sa s . 

I hav been e jo 1 

em ebied t t he ero 

c r t 
' • e 1 I.- rjo • 

pl ur e of the ri • , 1 

thcr u.sement tl 

n if t .. - t er 0' to 

d .. e t 

., r1t · in. he 

::lO .or • 1 t ..... l ~ 

~ rris , c :t c 1 • 

e t o-v rnor of t h 

J. •• y el 1 
' 

S .1.. 0 i t lit 0 c t . 

.~ rris 1 e n ) t he 

h c q L l d 

l tl y ' 

0 1 J 

of OJO lo vi 

t r- ri l 0 t or oin 

ppr ci te • 

• 

• t" \ 

\ 
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DI TORIAL 0~ ~ I .. TIO T R r~ OVER TO 

1sho i o Count , I . T. 

Tuly 25 . 

su 

i e under s t a the. t r ontot.oc County h 

....._.- .. ·- 4 1 and are go1n to vote f or ov • . ~arris . 

er~on t hough t he ha t he de d t .i in 

nd. s , but I think he ha ~ 'led b · dly s 

lo t ell hia · influe ce it t e peo le . 

h1nk t hat tLe 2 5 permit la , t he annuity d . 

k o~erton are all o e overboard tog her . 

ank f i r st offe ed for "'ov . .. :e let on t h t 

f r ie ~d to t _ .. e full-bloods , b ut ha s 

to be e verything el se . I told J o . Brown some 

go that the scales ere t urned and t h y 



... s ..... 4 never be able to turn t hem. do any mor • 

'l'h o•erto.n party was very g m a t t he s tart but 

h ~haY become very veak in t he kneee. I t hi nk 

tter the seoond ednesday 1n _ u u s t t here on,. t 

a greasy spo~ left of hem. 

, 
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EDITORI L 0 CYRUS HARRI S 

When a country is ruled by the ar bi t rar y ill 

ot one man , as the Chickasaw Nation ha s been f or f our 

years past it is in a deplorable condition -- t he 

people are slaves. 



STAR-VINDIC_TOR 
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Sept. 21 , 1878 
Vol. 5 No . 3 
McPhebson & Hailey, Editors 

EDITORI 'L N B. F . VERT 

Why could Gov . Overton not have had t hi s 

thing decided in one day , or one hour for t ha t ma t-

ter, just a s well a s in t hre e weeks ? e knew r i ght 

at the start wha t he i n tended to do a nd how he in­

tende d to do it , and coul d have done it in a fe w 

minutes. a ll t hat was nece s sary was f or him to 

find eleven vo tes tha t ha d been ca s t f or _arri s and 

throw t hem out . It would have made no diffe r ence 

whose votes t hey were , for one a s jus t the s ame 

as another. The pe tty tyrant t hough t akes a ll this 

time and trouble to g ive his i nft: ') , p oceedings 

the look of fai r ne ss, but it won ' t do . It is too 

plain to be seen that t he obj e ct of t his i vest-

i ga tion is ot t h t the ends of j stice may b sub-

served , but t ha t t he overton f a ct ion may have a 

longer lea s·e of power . This is all . Ove ton kno rs 

himself that Gov . r-:rarr i s w· s fai r l y and legally 



elected, but is un illing for him to ta e is se t 

because. he knows the reco rd of his ·own a dministra­

tion will not Qta nd the test of an honest investi -

gation, and beca use he is lot to see t hose in power 

who have ouposed his arbitr ry and i mp erious r ule . 

Since the time t hose infamous tribunals 

sat in Louisiana , Florida and Sout h carolina , ·and 

seated a man in t he presidential cha ir ho w s ever 

elected, no such a ieee of h i h- handed injus tice 

has ever been itne s sed a s t ha t whi ch is now going 

on i n Tishomingo . And t his is even V~ orse th n t hey 

were , for t here ~a s a l a r creating t hose retur i ng 

boards, but this · ha s not even the fa intest sembl ance 

ot legality. ~ihen the votes ere counted and B r r i s 

was declared elected the legis l ature had gone to the 

extent of its jurisdiction in the premise ; and the 

body that now sits in mock ·ud ment over the case 

is noth~: g but n mob , v ith no more a uthority to over­

haul the po l l-books and t 1ro out votes t han any 

other assembla -e of citi ze s auld have . 

We know not what Gov . arris intends to do , 

in the event ove r ton carr i~s hi s revolutionary 

chemes to such an extent as to seat the man who a s 

tairly beaten; but ~e know wha t he ought to do , and 

'~ 



hat his people will expe ct h i m to do . e ough t 

to oall on t he lni t ed State s t o give him and the 

majority tha t e l ected him th t justice !1ich is de­

nied them by t he haughty ruler that has lo rded it 

over t hem for t he l ast four years and i s determined 

to still sway the scepter . 

Ve do not believe t ha t r r . Burney f vors 

this r as cal y schene a t a ll . .7e elieve h i n1 too 

honorable a man nd too much of a Bentleman to con­

tend f or a seat which he kno rs is not due hi m; bu t 

he wa s brought out in the ' i rs t place by Overton , 

and Overton sti ll has h im in his h nds , and will 

use him , as long as t here is any ch nee to keep the 

party down th t dared oppo se 1i s t yr nnica l course . 

,~ 
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~_.ester , Choctaw tion , • T. 
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G. ' Pherson , n. :• Hailey , d i tors 

Off i ce Count y and 1roba t e 

Jud e , i sho i ngo county , 

Sep t . 23 , 1878 

I certify t hat Cyr us r r is ha s t h i s day 

personally appea red befor e me , J . H. lolfe , count y 

probate judge , in nd f or Tishomi ngo county , 

Chickasaw ation, nd ha s been by e dut y qu l i fied 

O'Yernor of the Chi ckasa 1
7ation i n accor dance 

1th the 1st sec . of t he ener al provi sions' of 

constitution of sa i d ation . I n t es t i ony 

ot itness my hand nd t he eal of my of f ic e 

n the date above r i tten •. 

J . • OLFE 



• • probate JUdge Tisho ••• 

•• James , 

•• • 

••• 

•• • 

••• 

••• 

• • • Probate court . 

nded 

legislature for 

and more , at 

ot near 

••• vept. 24 . 

• • but all action ••• been confin ••• The senate 

a ••• matter . 

At... • •• lature convened t 9 o'clock , t he 

oert1tioate of the JUd c t h t he had on ye t erday 

uly qualit1ed Cyrus Harris as governor accompanied 

th his (Harr1s'1 notice to both hous s , signify­

his readiness to deliver his essa e and 

&a e the discharge of his duties ·as read and 

interpreted. 

The members lere at a los s to know ho to 

~~a~~4 , and runners ere i · ediately disp tched 

O"ferton, ho soon made his appearance on 

floor ot the House , and recognizing the fact 



t eth1ng must be done and t hat speedily , he 

the speaker to close the " i nves tigationn 

r que t the vena te to eet t he House in j oi nt 

ss1on and witness the r s ul t . Thi s t he senat e 

tu ed to do as a body. As they had been allo ed 

o part in the investi ation they declined to 

dorae the results. n ber of t he me bers l ef t 

tbe senate chamber, the number rec a i ni ng not be i ng 

a quorum. This remnant, ho ever, nt i nto the 

House , but simply as snectators . he speaker t hen , 

1ng trot a dirty slip of p per , announced t hat 

16 ot the votes cast for Harris and 1 cast f or 

Burn 1 had been decla red i l l ega l , and t hat t hi s 

sa•e Burney 5 votes the La j ority , and he t here­

tore declared B. c. Burney as t he duly el ected 

goyernor or the Chic kasa ation . Burney a s 

then lled in and Joe Br o n directed t o admi n­

ister the oath or office ~ Brown enquirod i f t his 

t1on had the concurrence of t a-thirds of t he 

hera on a Joint ba l l ot , but s no ballot had 

n t kent and if taken auld have fesult ed 

tt r ntly , overton saw the ques tion a s liabl e 

1 4 to mi sohief for his pl ans and er e pt orily 



ered Brown to administer the oa th , t ellin hi 

t as hat they had sent for h i . for nd not 

o a k questions . Of course Bro obeye and urn y 

worn in , and is at this hour , 3 p . m., del i ver­

tDg his message to the Chickasa legislature . 

The Harris en will probably r emain in 

ounoil , as the governor is author ized t o f ill 

~ oancies by appointment , but ill act under 

protest which they \ill fil e to- orro mornin , 

tting forth that t hey do not propose to recog­

nize Burney as a legally electe covernor . 

Harris ill take i ediate oteps to bring 

the case before the C~ ·~i ss ioner of Ind i an affai rs , 

who may determine ho is entitled to the seat a s 

governor ot the Chickasa a t ion . 

Great dissatisfaction preva ils among the 

people , and it is all the cool heads can do to 

p down a disturbance wh ich threatens t break 

o every hour. Any resort to violenc e no is 

o be deprecated as t here is no telling here it 

WOuld atop; but had rris and his fri ends antici­

at the start the lenghts to hich t his tyrant 

on oul4 resort tb maintain hi s gr asp on po er , 



ould and would have been stopped at. t he begin­

Ill• Had Harris then taken the action he did 

1 'terday and been sworn in and t hen firmly 

imed his rights , there ould have been none 

ot this tedious ar .. d expensive farce , a·nd the 

tion would have been saved a irong hioh is 

nough to make every man eng ged in it blush 1hen 

h remembers it . he i gnominy and s e hich 

no co?ert the Louisiana returning board will 

ot equal that in store for this rump legislature , 

aot1ng in the same capacity. e Renate has had 

no hand in it . At the conclusion , under overton's 

d1reot1on, not even the formality of a vote of 

the House as taken to confirm the result of the 

"tn at1gat1on , n but the speaker declar ed Burney 

leot · d and Harris defeated. 

Upon the whole t his has been the most 

baretaoed , outrageous and do nright piece of 

oal1ty that was ever openly perpetrated on 

r people. 
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~DITO I-.L 0 C U H R Ic--

It our Ch1oka friends h ve cone uded to 

qui tly submit to the rbitr ry decisi on ot t r -

~urn1ng board ao be it the s -v IC T R c n st 

1 t it they can. h ve done our duty n r con -

nt. ~:e have n ver dvi d t h to r sor t to rio -

l noe, thj l. h1n e r oppo d to un 

1 ciroumet s, b' t e did o t em ho th y co u d 

hev secured the,i r ri h t pe c bly, ur _, d th 

to co it, believin th t public journa list 

tin ls on the tch- to· r ' o di g t inte e l of 

he people , e \ere oing o thi n ut our 1 r tive 

duty. e told ov. rarris to quietly org nizo nis 

Y r ent and o he d ,it it , nd h d he done so 

~h r ould h ve been no blood ed, no a r ous di ~ 

urbane t 1, nd tin 1 y the nite s t t gov-

nm nt, the I ndians• gu rdian, ould h ve inter-

d its uthor1ty nd ~ett ad t 1e ue tion mic bly 



n4 1 8 lly nd al would h ve be n e 1 . But, s e 

• tore 1dt if Qov . A arri nd his p rty t ink 

t to g1v up and let the th g · 0 , 11 r1gh 

' e h ve done 1 e ce , nd 1 th t could 

xpeoted ot us sin le h nded d one . ut e 

Ye done nor said 1othing 1 conne ction 1th the 

tter the. t • re et . bel·eved t he 1 hts of the 

p ople were assailed and t p ed . ol ly t o the r ent 

4etend them. Iad we done 1 E e ould hav f lt 

o selves dereJ1ct in one of t he fir t utie 

paper o a t o the public. 

This ~uch in vi 1ca ti n of the at d th f T -

VI DIC.TOR took , nd wen .. e t h Chi ck 

te t1ng e d1 position t o thro off' the yoke t a t h a 

n tmpo ed upon them, then t hey c n count on this 

p r co 1~g g in t the r cue. 



VI I ... TO 

t r , Ind . Ter. 
26 , 18'18 

3 '1 
11 Yt .udi tor 

Legi 1 t ure leot vert n to o sh' to 

1 h p y ot \:'3 , 0 h e i t d 

r u r in pl ce o ve r to • r . fton t s 

1 5 000 . -- The em rs g t . 00 r r f 

tund • A • r . UJ"n y v t . t . ut ·t ' l t v r 

hi h 

1 

• 

'th t it 

und rs ~ nd t h t hi on or t ing 

, '' one 

1 th )O t to 

-- L g1 letur wi to-

ou 1 ok • · } 

or p s my 

n riv r 1th 11 1 c u d t o h 

I 11 • 1 c i fll t 0 h t 

0 u • 

'f idea ee to pr v 1 th h d eov . . r-

1 o p 1z 4 1 gov t nd · t h it. 1 t, 

he• e gone ·lJ . ' Tis tru , 1 t o ld h ve 

J but ho t or ~ om t t ou h t our o le 

l ed t o do the ro g the ' · v a o is 

ho ht tha~ l u , tr a ty nd con s tit i on 

' ~ 
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bill, deleg t bi 1 

ep to r r bu ldin 

• ebov ie relieb e. 

nd nnu1 t.y 1.1 , 

Orphan ~~c de • 
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nd o 
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to 'ain t ' ke charge of the estinies of our 

l1tU nation. 

Thlt , neral oon:li t1 n vf t c its 

t1aanoea , aohools, agrioul ure, c., 

try 

11 do ess 

be lJ diacu d in the inaugural 
' 

dre a of y 

aor, am to his ble pe I leave it; t betore 

olns ao I esire to e res a y ra t1 tude to Gre t 

ot uni vera and the rotec Dr f 'tile e k, 

tor e bunden t crop a am t1 ne he 1 th He h s so 

tully vouch ted to our peo le, an 0 h bly 

aek at Him he t He y c ntinue to oh over u and 

.13 to us proteotio::t ag inst th po ertul help 

D the ttort ere lie king in t ay t er onal 

naUon 1 provemsn ts an , pros r1 ty . 

· Of lJl.Y d 1ni tra tion ne ad y but 11 tle; 

no s •' contlict ot interest a:::nong t ur peopl , 

b tween our nation and the govemment ot the Un1 ted 

, has ooourred since I va b~an your .f!PV rn r, 

there tore 7 e nistr tion hes been in e main 

an un e t:t\11 ; but ot one thing I desire to 

ome 1 ng th, am to .. e some (as 1 think) 

1 explana t1on . . I mean the cattle que s t1on. 

T.b1 ha been, and I suppose 11 forever 

41tt1oul t and troubl.eaome queat1on. e haTe 



lar p 1r1 s, va t eeding ro ds, d but om) ·ra-

t1 'Y 1 te cattle. ur oitize s bave in ny instances 

en b 't too d lling to 11 ste o th s uc vc in uee-

a b ot 1h stock wne s e e i te ur 

l froa bringing their catt ra 1 s s lt 

to fi ar p st s bcell t 

t c ttl ve been pest e e i t1-

but re lly 0 e by no . -oi i • 

U.n er the nit e i l la n n-

1 ze ho e1r s 0 :re ing t X 

of o oller er h . u . b illo ' lly c r t cti g 

h our citizens they c.an have t e held for les 

ll c r .. ts p r h ea • ow 11 

th our p tures, o ... pro s, ty; 

he wh n n s'to c h vo o right f d ' 

at 1 r ; but 1 t is not u oaod 'tll any ci 1~ 

• 
the right 1o rent ut our pr ir1 es and ap rop 

prooe s his O\ n use ye t this s been 

., 1 tor ev rel ars p st, and ins t ad 

'10A d rivi a rev .ilU8 r is souro J 

1 h v reape t e bcnefi t • And in ord r 

p this 1lleg 1 intro duction of cettle 1n1x> the 

• to pre-tent 1nd1 Tiduals from deriving 

TeD nd the nation nono, I th gilt 

of 

nd1-

0 

\~ 



\ 



ot b t Tery f cattle. ~'he ost of t hese cattle 

already here ni be.d been for sev .rel years past. 

I 41 hat has been done for the best, and feel 

1 t1e4 that your di • s s i on t e verdict 111 be 

th t 1 t we th est. o ill e e f rom the report 

ot the treasurer the ount of' ·enue hich has been 

oollec on these c t t l e, n o one 1 . e rfer ed th. 

Although ther as ben om diss tisf c t1on in cer-

tain local! ties bees a f t hi t x, I convinced 

you ell will a t once e rcei e. t h . he n tion has been 

larse gainer by too tr ns otion. 

Th1 , ge tl , is o only ct of adminis-

tra~ion ~ believ ne s ex lanati n now. y deavor 

has been to increase t pros er1 ty of tho p o le 

nd nation, end ee t t e 1 s 1 partially 

a n1at red. In this I ho e I eve ade no failure. 

, the record of crime in our count 1s, I think, 

o greet as in t he tat ad ·oini g ~, and 

erial pro .L eri ty o th oopl e 1s cons tantly 

in 1~. or thi e should· be r s te:f'ul to the 

1 r or all good, nd t y by onst t exertion to 

1t contlnu nee of su b bles :: 1 s. 

In concluai on, let e o th t dom and 

abide in your counsels during this session 



tha' n t1onal peace end happiness ay be the cro n 

ot our 1 bor , and that each end 11 of you may 1 ong 

~o guide and irect the destinies of your p o 1 , 

to enJoy that happiness h1 ch al ays flo fro 

de e t, xe pl and 

tt n. 'to 1h .eltare and im rovement of thers • 

. c. u if , 

Governor hickas tion. 
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' . P . Roberts, d1 tor 

"TI I • • T 

.. hort t i s ine t h ve br f 

tor7 of.' th troubl t ~ e "ton n1 ted 

c1 ti zens z1 in t tion. 

'1 sc t ~ ti f l tt c "V. 

erto I the Na tion L 1 t ,. nd 

TOm CHI s E l LE , 

e t1e un c . ize s 1.1 c u it d 

s holdi stocks o ttle in t c 1 -
oul r peetf'ully epr s 1 t b y 

_ .. roolmn ion ! 0 
:1 v ~ ~ton 1oSU c • • • • 

4 , 1880, from s .1; o tion, d t t 1 to 

nd inclemency of t e s e o 1 h s be 

0 o< 0 -

1th all th 1 ' o tl e Chick sa n nn 

r p ottully sumni t this our e ition to 

• B. • 0 rton, Governor ot th Chi ckasa t1on 



to th National Legislature and the Chicke.sa peop le, 

tile' they would enact a lew by hi ch e m y be allo d 

~ remain 1n that section of the Chickasaw J.J tion 

a a follows: On the est by be io a & Com-

nabe reservation. theno up the est boundary line 

to the · aahi t river, thence e st do n a hit r1 ver 

to th mouth ot Hell Roaring Creek, thence south to 

a~.u Creek," eR t to crossing of Old Cobb Arbuckle 

4, thence south to the mouth of Hickory reek, 

on t p&JJ18n ot such tax to the Chi ckasaw ation 

• 'th 7 may require. 

Th1a petition is signed by representative 

ook-m , owner ot nearly or ui te 100,000 he d ot 

ttle, valu at one and a halt million dollars. 

7 repreaent the views of ne rly es many more 

took-raiaera in that etion, who ere there thout 

D7 p sent arrant or le , en.d have been certified 

Un1 ted States govemment as intruders, and 

th 1r rtaova.l aak by Gov. overton in accordance 

W1 treat,- nc1 the 'Laws regu ting trade end inter-

o r e w1 th Indiana." To the above petition they 

ttix a draft ot a lew hicil it passed by the Chicke­

Legialatv they promise to respeo" and ob "1· 



FO 0 LA 

Be 1 t enacted, 1 the Chickasaw Legis-

1 'hre h t c1 tiztms or 'the United tates m y be 

penaltted to hold and graze c ttle within the 1 ta 

ot the Ohiokaaaw Nation thin said boundaries as 

t llow: 0~ the west by the io a & Comanche re er­

t1on, th eno up the west bounds ry line to ashi ta 

r1~. ~enoe east do s hi ta river 1o mouth ot 

B U Roaring Creek, thence south 1o ab. reek, as t 

to oro aing or Old Cobb & Arbuckle road, thenc north 

to aout.b. ot Hickory Creek, upon the ~ YJilEil t ot a tax 

tollowa. -- Not to be exhorb1tent. 

Be it enacted, Tha t se1d t x shall be pa id __ .........,__.. ........ _ 
0 Na,ional. Treasurer or the Chick sa N t1on 

on or betore the 1st. day ot August of eaah year a:rter 

pauage or the law and the. t a just a.nd true aocoun t 

t au cattle 80 held shall be turnisb.ed to Ule 

r or National au thor1 t1 es on or before Aug-

1 ot ea h year. 

Be it enacted, Tha t it shall be the duty ot --
14 T aaurer or the National Agen t to report 

ot all persona or pa rties holding oe ttle 

law and 11> oerti ty to the Governor or the 



Chick aw Nation the naroos of all persons refusing 

r negle ottDs to so report to him their respective 

or w P87 1be tax on 1h e same. 

!!!,. !! enacted, That said tax shall be paid 

iato \he National Treasury for 1he credit of the 

Soh 1 t to be expended in the same manner as 

r school monies. 

1a ,a>et1 t1 on baa been tor a rded to Gov . 

OYerton, and will be presented to the Chickesa 

ple aDd. to their leg1sla ture at its next session 

in pteaber. 

Thet portion or the Chiokasa at ion thin 

de oribed boundaries as stated by th cattle 

owner , ia entire~y unoooupied except by the herds 

ot th United States citizens and their herders. 

ot a a1nsle Chickasaw or other Indian 

oot ot 

OCCUPIES OR CULTIVATES 

ot laD4 within those boundaries, end not a 

ttle ever presses at virgin soil or 

tut't ot grass trom thos fertile pl in • 

eation they have lain untilled end unused, 

4 a1noe own by the Chickaaewa not even a 1ld 

1 h a 4 wn uatenanoe tor a day, except as 



tre paaaera upon them. It is estimated that not 

1••• than 

n VE HUNDRED THOUSAND 

hea ot cattle can be kept upon than from the grasses 

. lo hat otherwise ould b consumed annually y 

r1r , or rot upon the grotmd, e dead aste . From 

500,000 o ttle 8 tax or 25 cents er he a 11 

re ld a revenu to the Chickese s o 

125 1 000 FOR SCHO L 

T.be number at present grazing there, it per­

to r 1n end a tax collected on t.h b sis of 

Cherokee law on oattl grazing est or 96° (for-

lT r 1 ler oircums tanoe ) , ould dd e 

oua ot 65,000 annually to the school 

The Cherok es have wisely adopted a le in 

co.mll o w1 th the ~aaage of their Honor ble Ch1e , 

D • ahyhe • to their National Council in Nonmber, 

~""• (published he to fore in th J URNAL . ) e 

t porUon relating t o thi subject . 

P Ch1 t Bu.ahJbead : 

I,AJIDS BS'I' OJ' 9 60 AND BEN nTs THER RO 

The Cheroke • land a at or 9&o ot which e 
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ot the Arkan aa River, it is expected, 111 visit 

Council i'h a Tiew or agreeing upon some setis­

t tory plan, including the amount of tax h1 ch they 

ould paf in consideration of the protection thereby 

attorded. them aa s'to ck graz rs in t he t sec ti n or 

0 in. our right to levy such a tax been 

recognized bJ the Un1 ted s t tes, am they r ll-

1DC "o complJ w1 th our le a. 

For· the benefit or our Ch1ckaae tr1 nds we 

pabl18h the Cherokee 1 w, en cted by the last Council: 

(BY U'IHORITY) 

CT, 

Regulating the tax on stock ( r zing) 1 th Ch ro­

k eN t1on est ot 96°. 

Be ll Enao te E.z ,L_ ational Council: That 

t purpose ot t cilit tiug e collect1 no 

r T nue in the~ por~ion of the Territory elonging 

Cherokee ation, situated est of th kan-

R1 Ye:r, , tollo ng sch dule ot r a t es ot t xa-

, la adopted, and eu thorized to be levi and 

11 b7 the Tre urer of the C. I • to- it: 

"'or ea h en every head tl t is 0 ea a, 

0 er ot Horses, res, Geldings, Jacks. ules 

ce tle, tor the term ot t elve onths 



to (.f.O) centa per e d. 

For the same, six (6) ~onths, t enty-fiv 

(2 ) cents per he d. 

or tbe same, three (3) months, fifteen (15) 

oeta per h ad. 

For eeoh ev ry head of or es, ,.. es . 

Geldings, ~ac s, nles a d horned Csttl of the ge 

ot 0Jl8 y er, d less than t o ye r old, f r th 

'e ott elft (12} onths, t enty-tive (25) c nts 

per head. 

or tb aa e, six (6 ) months, fifteen (15} 

per he d. 

For the same, three ( ) onths, t n (10 ) cents 

per heed. 

For e ch, and ever head of h ep for tw lve 

(12) s, t1tteen (15) can ts r efld . 

For the same, for six (6) months, t n (10) 

11 per ad. 

For e sa .e, for thre (3) mont s six (G) 

o n a pe heed. 

7or 11 cettl , Horses, area, Gelding~ and 

( ) D 

11 b 

le te ot t e then 

, ~en (10) cants for each 

collected. 

IJl every 



olleoted ·1eet ot 1ibe meridia At~ th. Tr asurer and his 

aa1at nt. shall be allowed 20 per eent. of 11 taxes 

eolleoted. 

(Tahlequah, c. . ) 
Approved ee be r lsct 1881. 

D. • BUSII:YHEIJ , 

rinoipal · ie:f', 

• • • 



~~ , Indian 'er itor 
;10 J 188'-J: 

1 , _ ... o . ~ 84 
oberts , .wdi o 

G V. 

TO 

Dep rt e 
ic s r. i o • 

ored Se tors ·d epr se ~t · ves of t e 
gi~lature as !~led . 

icl-- sa 

In purs ce of et i ions ro the s ver 

co ties of t 1e ...... ati n I h ve dee ed it I ces ry to 

o vena your honor ble ody n xtra s s i o ~ to t ~e 

der consider ti ns ch e s es s · 11 better 

protect the interest of t is people . o yo 0 -

t on and id ce i n deli r i s I oul 

est that in·· Sl· U s c r p rso s in s OJ. 

t e counties h ve cr c in es co of 

t is allo ed l , t e 

ens of r 0 + i s c :: ' d ic i...; 
" 

oe or 0 ~ ce to he r veli p lie , th· .~-o u 



sures as i ll c se s(;..iu. ..... e ces to o 

• I ould f r 

••aeat that in. vie · of th e bill o 1 end i r e; tho 

oaag~ess of the United St· tes providin0 fo t, e 

the freed.Llen ( c o i i 1 · i the Chickus 

on) as citizens or said tion , ich i :p· ·sed 

Congress o~d re~ult in ea i hj, to the 

o s s as c peo le , that ... ::.e S"L c 1 acti on 

pre ses as in JO r i ~c o sveL best for tle 

terest 0 Jhe J 0 le . ou.ld al.so c:• f', ' f. ' st th·t s .;,:) uu 

e Cl pens·tivn allo J to eputies •s ...; isti G 'h 

r fs and canst "l s O.l. t e "' i.L 1 -rent co t i es i 

8 disnh ge of t ei du·i s i so S.u ll t t it i s 

moossib1e many tines .l.Or t e t o s c the se1vices 

good and efficie t de l. ies , that :rou rovide 

ror the incre· 3e of ·he p y of d ~tie s . I auld 

on of'f'ered re .ard of , ' f or the apprehension 

t e parties ho 1urdered David ~e 1 , Co stable of 

a ., and Sui d servic e Is perforwed b . • 

th t yo uppropri te that o t in 

Pe rce . ~ d i'J•h ould _ ur .uer recm e 

e in ~ession i ~ v. y ...,• sur shoul r s 1 t 

ds hereo ·he interests ~rd p in i..}'-J 



Chickas s ay be b tter protectec nd 

ancen. , that your lono ble bod ill - .:.>UCh 

as y be eceos r to f or -11 the rot ct ion 

JO 

Governo C1 ·c ~ s 

a:Aau:uw...LLLe;aO 1 t , I • T • , 1 :a 8 , ' 84. • 

Ifatio . 
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.. our people. d what od ooold come trom 1t 

--..JrwDe exaept to land aharka m a.dven turers . e 

are rap1417 developing the r sources and t1 111ng the 

11 'o the beet advantages. Thro ing 1t open to 

wb1 'tlera, even or the hon st and industrious 

ol ••• woul4 onl.7 ben tit 1sswr1 and Kansas City 

ape 1all7t while thousands of Indians now enga d 

1n oneat purauita would be set adr1tt. Kansa City 

1a tor her•lt alone, and thus she turns her eyes 

our domain. I have letter and petition to 

al oongrea n trom persons ho know m and 

D el' ot m7 people, and upon th I hope to obtain 

a ear1q before the national leglsl ture. In o se 

ot a a I beli ve myself bl to impart intorma-

1 at will oh ok any move nt looking to a dis-

b n of our preeent 1tuat1on and condition." 

BoY. Guy' charge 1a located north ot Gain.. 

Tille an DeDi n, T xaa, w1 th the comanche a on the 

• ChootaYe on the eaet. All ot these 

•• be acya 1 ar~ peaoetully tilling tbl soil, and 

lowed. to continua in the pursuit will make 

ble c1tlzena. There are no bickering& or strife 

..... e tr1bea or their neighbore. - emph1e Appeal . 
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Atoka, I. T., 
Thursday, Feb. 1, 1894 
Vol. 8 ----- No. 40 
B. S. Smiser, ) Ed itors 
Norma E . Smiser ; ) 

To the Chi cka a 1 L gislature . 

, Ti~h0mingo City , I . T . 
I 

January 24th , l8o4 . 

To the Senate and House) of representatives~ of the 
Chickasaw Nation: 

Our Heavenly Father has watched over t he 

people of t he Chi ckasaw Nation and has spared the mem­

bers of your Honorable bodies to meet once more at the 

Capitol to look after the welfare of the Chi ckasaw 

people, and I am happy to meet you all . 

There is a great uestion being agitated 

throughout t he United States upon hich depends the 

very existence of the ive Civilized Tribes . ~he 

policy advoca t ed a l mos t universal y by the ress in 

the Territory as well as a road is detrimental to our 

existence and calculated to do our rations grievous 

har.m. This ques t ion is allotment and statehood and 

it hould be s t renuously opposed y each of t e ive 



Tribes, to the end t1at we may retain our tri al forms 

ot government and t he hol ding of our lands in common 

as it is today. I now recommend to your_ Honorable 

body that you pass a law providing for the election 

ot two delegates to attend to al the business per ­

taining to t he welfare of the Chickasaw people at 

ashington. 

I further recommend tha t · your onorable body 

investigate a law t hat was passed by the Legislature 

at is last session , to provide for t he education of 

certain Chic asaw children , by which law an appropr_i ­

ation was made which was considered to be sufficient 

tor their erudi tion and education . rom the complaints 

that have s i nce been made to me it appears that the 

amount appropriat ed has proven entirely insufficient 

and the ·matter is su mitted to you for your con ider -

ation. 

I further call the atte ntion of your Honor­

able body to t he press i ng necessity of a new apitol 

building a t Ti shomingo Ci ty . In this c0nnection you 

have to cons ider our present inde tedness and decide 

whether to increase it for the purpose entioned . 

It is for the consideration of these t hree 

questions that I ave convened t e Le islat ure in ex­

tra session . 

JO fOLF , 

Governor Chic kas aw l ation . 
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~ Editors 

MESSAGE OF GOV. ~"OSELEY 

r dmore, I . . ' 
Sep t . 7.- -

Go v. Palmer S . osl ey to,- day delivered hi s messa e t o 
the Chickasaw 1e is1ature now in session . The messa e as delivered 
in the Chicka sa tongue and interpreted into t he En lish by an inter­
preter. Tbuchi ng on education he s ays: 

"The Chi ckesa s spend large sums of money annually for 

the education of Chi ckasaw children at schools and colleges in the 

states. I would recommend that a 1a for the education and ainten-

ance of children of the Chickasaw ation at non- resident schools be 

abolished thr oughout the Indian Terri tory . ouchin on the awes com-

mission I desire to call your attention to the presence in our country 

of t he commission known as the Dawes commission appointed by the Presi -

dent to treet with the fi ve tribes with reference to allotment . I 

teel that it is due t he United States and i ts re resentatives on the 

oo.m.ittee t hat t his nation take some action ith reference to the 

matter that they are sent here by the Uni ted tates over.rument o en-



quire and treat with us on . I would recommend that a cammitt~be 

appointed to represent the Chickasa nation and meet the Dawes commis-

sion and learn from them what the United States desires to do and 

their terms, etc., so that they may be submitted to our people or their 

representatives for their approval or re jection. I feel that the 

United States, as well as i ts committee , is entitled at least this 

much consideration from our people , and trust that you will give the 

matter early consideration. " He asks that an appropriation be made 

to enable him to enforce the la against encroachment upon the public 

domain by destroying wire fences around large tracts . In conclusion 

he says our standing as a nation can only be judged by the character 

or laws we enact and method of enforcin them. You ill enact such 

laws as will best romote the interests of our people .-- DA LAS 

In line with Gov. Josley's recommen ation in reference 
to the Chickasaw schools , e clip the followi from the annual r port 
of EOn. c. D. Carter, superi ntendent of publi c instruction of he 
Chickasaw N t ion: 

e have come no t o a de rtment of our school system 

whi ch may properly be called an orphan. The la pertaining to same 

aa it now stands is an absurdity . Any child ho is desiro s , can 

attend some school outside of our nation , the nation paying for same 

at the rate or 15.00 per month per pupil , and yet no official of the 

nation has any supervision over the s choo ls so attended , the scbol rs 

themaelYes, or the course of education they shall receive , at the same 

ttme, our own schools, only pertly filled , end yet under the same e -

penses as though filled with schol ars to their utmost ca acity . The 



' 

system is also liable t o abuse. Instances have been r ecited where 

pupils have only a ttended such schools three mont hs and the faculty 

reeeived pay for entire t erm, making s t a tement tha t t he pupils had 

attended the school f or ten months . I have in my possession a commu­

nication which was r ece i ved from a pri ncipal of one of t hese schools 

which begins thus: 

"Allow me t o make you an of f er, and let it be in strictest 

confidence. "" He t hen continues , that he thi nks i t perfectly legiti­

mate to allow me eight per cent of' all f unds thrown in his hands in 

addition to binding himself to turn all warrants t o me a t a discount 

of •o per cent. Nothing but usel ess expense and injury to students 

can come from att ending such s chool s. In one of our own academies 

there has been during the past year for a period of nearly s ix months , 

thirty vacancies, a lo ss to t he na tion in tha t one academy of 2 ,800 . 

This amount would have been saved had there been no such a law on our 

statute books. •ith additional vacencies for fi f teen young ladies 

at one of our female institutions, with the facili t i es of our male 

academies for advanced s cholars, t he instr uction fu r ni shed in our neighbor­

hood schools t o our primary s cholars we have no need a t pr esent, fo r 

any other school' i nstruction f or our people, wi th the excepti on of a 

apecial state scholar a~pro ria t i on , for young l adies who have com-

pleted the course a t Bloomfi eld Seminary . . can ,no:t ~efra in i n justi ce 

to con idence w~ich has been ext ended t o me in entr usting the s chools 

ot t he nation to my supervision, in justi ce to t he peopl e of th e nat i on 



who must pay expense, and in justice to our mm I ational schools , 

~protesting against this unjust , useless and expensive law longer 

remaining upon our statute books , and do earnestly request that the 

same may be brought to the attention of the honorable legislature 

with the request that the same be repealed . ' 

Continuing i n his report Superintendent Carter makes 

the financial revie or the schools as follows: 

"The approximated annual expenditures for he past schol-

astic year ending June 30th , 1895 , are as follo s : 

Av. Enrollment . Amt . 

Special state scholars ••••••••••• 

Academies , including trustees' 
salaries •••••••••••• 

Nei~1borhood schools includ­
ing teachers and trustees' 

salaries ••••••••• 

General state schools , 53 cer-
tificates at 150 •••••••••• 

Chi ckasaw Orphan HOme ........... 

12 

218 

324 

53 

61 

Superintendents ' salaries •••••••.•••••• 

Expense visiting spe·ci al state 
scholars ••••••••••••.••• 

Total ••••••••• 668 

3 , 600 

34, 290 

16 , 000 

7,950 

8 , 500 

750 

250 

71, 340 
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ACT AP VED v .,..AR .IS , • 

An act cr ea t in a commi s si on to vi sit .Ia shi ngt on 

City, D; C., to prot est ~ ai r st t he r ati fi ca tion b con-

grass of the a~re e ent ma de an entered i nt o bet .een t e 

Dawe s co 1i ssi on , on t he par t of t he n ited s t a t es , and 

t he Cl. oct ws a t · usc oge e on t he 19t h da of De cember , 

1896. 

Whereas , t here as an f re e ent made nd e t er -

ed i nt a t t•us c oGee , Ind i an Terr itor y , on the 18 t h day 

of December, 1896 , b . ~ a a bet .een the Da e Commi s si o 

on the ar t of t _e Unite u t a t e s a d conLissi or er s uly 

elec ted on t e part of t he Choc t~v ati cn o I nd ians , 

and t he Chicka sa gover m1ent i s i r cl uded in sa i d art ic l es 

of agr eem.e r_ t, althou h t he had no re re senta t i ve s t l ere 

to take care of t hei r i ntere st s , the agreement as dul 

s igned, ~- i tnes sed nd forw rd ed to the r es i dent of t he 

United St a t e s and , 

1' here a s it i s a e ll~known f ct t h t t he Chi ck-

a aws have a governmen t o ... the i r o n Hh i ch t he h e 



managed and con trolled for m n ;'e r s , independent of 

the Choct [ ws a nd hc.ve a l ways been respected as an inde ­

pendent goverm11ent, not onl b the Choct s , bu t also 

by the government of the Uni t ed St Et e s in making tre· ties 

and othe r Ji se, and t h e ac ti cn taken by the Choct~ws in 

such an a gre e. e n t does the Chickasaws a great i n justice , 

as the / are supposed to be able to take care of t hem­

selves, both en tally and fin ncially , and should they 

desi r e to ne goti a t e wi t h t he Dawes commission for the 

cessation of th ~ i r g vern 1ent , they ave t he r i pht to 

do so, but d i sl i ke the aut orit usurped b T t he Choctaws 

in signi ng the r eement t hereby de stroying t heir t r ibal 

autonomy without t heir consent , as t hey were equal l y 

intere sted ~ith t he Choctaws in th e lands nd mineral s 

and should ha e t he ri ht t o say wh t dis osition should 

be made of t hei r pr or a t a share of t he country as we ll a s 

the Choct aw s, there f ore 

Sec. 1. e it en cted b._.r the legisl ture of 

the Chickasa ~ nati on , that there be ar oint ed b the 

overnor of t he Chickasa·· nati on six competent persons , 

(Commi ssicner s ruy nd row to be added , not i nc reasinr 

their s a lary ) t o be c omm i s s ioned b t he over or fhose 

duty i t s h 11 be t o v i s it .J shingt - n , D. c., withou t 

delay and en t er a protes t a ains t the r ti f i c t ion b 



congress of t he g:re e ·"e nt m _de and e n te r ed in t o by and 

between the Daw s c ommi ssi on and t Le Choc taws , a t r uscogee 

on the 18th da of De cember , 1896 , a nd i f possib l e pr e­

vent the same so f er as i t refer s to the Chickas a nat i on . 

Sec . 2. Be i t f urther ena c t ed t hat the governor 

accompan r sai d commi s s i on , and i s hereby declar ed t o be 

a member thereof , anG ex- off icie ch cirma n of t he seme , 

and the tenure of of fic e b i l l is hereb s s ended duri n 

the time the services of t he co1 I i s sion wi ll be needed . 

Sec . 3 . Be it furt her ena ct ed t h t the com­

missi ners so a poi r- ted s hal l ha ve ful l and effi cient 

power to ne got iat e i t h t he Dawes cornmis s i on or an 

other comcissi on on the part of the gove r nment of t e 

United t ·t es , f or t he resent manne r of hol din l and 

in common, t o the holding in seve r alty by t he Chi ckas aw 

people all monies due them i n a re a sonab l e t ime and 

place the Chickasaw people i n peace abl e possess ion of 

their prorate share of t he la nd and r emove all intruder s 

therefrom. 

Sec . 4 . Be i t further en acted t hr t 11 t he 

lands so allo t t ed t o the citi zen o~ t he Chickas w na t i on 

shall be i nali en b l e ana t he owns i t es leased f or a f a i r 

rental per annum , all pround rent al s sha l l be paid by 

the lessee into the Uni t ed s t r t es Sub - Treasury a t t . 



Louis, Mo., sub ject t o the dis osa l of the legislature 

ot the Chickasaw n tion 

Sec. 5 . Be it fur ther enacted t hat the revenue s 

derived f rom the minera., s , oil coal and natural as etc . , 

shall be used f or t e educa tion of t he Chick sa child­

ren and should i t be more t han ne cessar y f or that pur­

pose the overplus shall be pai d into the sub- treasur y 

at St. Louis, .1o., subje ct to t he disposal of the Chick­

as aw le gislature . 

Sec. 6 . Be it further enacted that there shall 

be two comp~ tent persons , citi zens of the Chi ckas a~ nation 

to act i n conne c t i on ith t he conwis si ners on t he par t 

ot the Uni t ed tates governwent in gr ading and classify­

ing the l and t o be allotted to the Chi ckasawspeopl e and 

the pa y of s aid assist ant c on~issioners shal l no t exceded 

t wo thousand ao l l ars e ch er annum and t he ir ac tual 

expenses while on dut . 

s ec. 7 . e it f urther en cted that the reen.en t 

made and entered into by t he Chickasaw co issioners and 

the commi s sion on the r art of the nited St ates shall 

not be of an r a l idi ~ unt i l i t is r tified bw the le f iS ­

l a t ure of t he Chickas a nat i on and then sub i tted to the 

Chicka s aw ~ eopl e for their a proval or re ection . 

s ec. s. Be it fur t her enacted t ha t t e six 



commissioners so appo i nted shall e ch receive as com­

pensation for h is services the sum of fifteen hun red 

dollars, and t he overnor one t hou sand dollars , to 

defray his ex e nse i n f oin to a· d returnin f rom 

Washington, D. c., and the auditor of the public accounts 

is hereby dire cted to issue his warrant on the treasurer 

in favor of t 1e commi ssioners and the governor for the 

amoun t due e ac one , and the treasurer shall . aY the 

same out of an ~one, in t he treasur not otherwise 

appropri a ted. 

Sec. 9. e it f trrther enacted that in case of 

death, resi gnation or ot er ise , thvt t here should e 

a vacanc in s i d commission, the r overnor sh 11 appoint 

some competent er son to i 11 such v cane and his 

salar i es and dut i es shall be the same wh ile in ctual 

service. And t h . s act is to take effect f r om and after 

its passage. 

Recomme nded by cor mi t tee on povernor ' s me ssa e . 

A_pro ved January 15th , 1897 . 

R . ~ • I RRIS , 

overnor C. • 
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1lliSS G OF • 1 . R S 

dmore , I . T., 

.Tuly 2 • 

Gentlemen: 

In compli c i h t e pro vision s of an 

of your le islat re of cTan . 18 , l 7 , h ve c 1 

you together in extra session so h t yo can ei 

approve o~ r e j ec t t e contracts made d e t red 

·to by and bet een the superi ten ent of public i 

ct 

ed 

her 

in-

st -

ruction and the board f trustee of t he hicka~ 7 

n tion on July 2 , 1897 . · i to t e financial on-

41 tion of t h e treasur of t e Chic as ~ n tio t 

the present time . I ould reco end t1at ou e 

some change in t he p r esent school la s , especially 

ose relatin to the academi es . Under the present 

contractors are pai d f .r ful ti e , hether the 
I 



board and teach t he full ntu er of pupils t ey con-

tract for or not; and the e i no ay b i ch the 

nation can be re· bursed or such neglige ce on t e 

part of the school oard ho h ve such matters under 

their charge . o r th i s t h e Chi ck sa people p out 

annually man t housand doll rs d no benefit h t-

ever is derived . This unnec essar e pe diture should 

be stopped. In a eat n ber of instances the p r ­

ents of children selec ted to ttend t e schools at 

the acad~ies are not able financially to furnish 

their children ith necessary clothi ng th t the 

ould ish t em to have , consequentl nany c il ren 

are kept a ay fro sc ool . Yet he n tion pays for 

the board and tuit i on of t e s e here they never 

attended school . Such case Should be re edied lith­

out further delay .• 

I recommend tna Colli s i stitute and apan-

ucka academy be c anged nd o e te un er e s e 

systam as the uhic k sa orphans ' 

established in the first i nst 

o e . fhis system 

ce mere l s n 

8%1Mrim.ent and it ha s proven to e t e o t suc­

tUl and advantage~us s tern e no have . I s 

t that you in your i sdo ormulate so e pl n 

Will be both advan ta eous to the Chi c a a 



people and return t t he value received for t h e 

money annualiy expe ded by the for educ tion 

purposes it h the hope of ei g benefit d b t e same . 

In compliance i th the la o t e Chi ckasa n t i on 

approved . arch , 18 7 , enti led n &ct creating 

a commis s io n to negotiate 1it ·he es co iss i o " 
' 

and the Chaet a s , bei 

Chiokasa s , also ha 

u u ll inter s ted 'th the 

co i ssion appointed fo t e 

same purpos e, I ddressed a 1 tter to his ey-cellency , 

Green .·ccurtai n , pr i nci 1 chief of t ho ct na -

ion, hose ans er to the s · e is ere "th sub itted 

to ascer t ai n if po i le 

ould euit him an h i s co 

t t•.m 1 ce it 

o ee d 0 

ith the hie a a co • 

e met accordi n t ee.ent t to 

Chocta nat i n , after icn I , ith the hie s 

commission, duly elected &~d q ified , 1ne t ith 

the Chocte co i ss i on d ae es commi ssion t 

the s e pl ace and on the 2 d d f pr il , 1 7 ) 

succeeded in enter i ng i nto an agree ent ith the 

Choot and Da es commis io s , hich a ree ent i 

·her ith submitted to your nor le bod or your 

r 

consideration as provided for by the ac t o the legis -



ture of the Chic es a nation creatin said com­

mission. 

In the event t at aQything occurs t o 

mind that should ee your t t e tion i l m e 

it known to you b speci · l mess ge . I n concl s i on 

I would respectfully sk of yo that ou have s 

speedy a sess i on s 

profitable in order 

possible . 

ill be possibl e ell 

o cur as li t tle expense as 

• 1 • 

Go vernor 

hick as 

IS , 

at ion . 
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THE CHIC KASAW LEGISL- TURE 

Ti shomingo , I . T. 

Sept . 6 . 

The Chi c a s aw le · slature met t oday and com­

pleted its organiza t io , and in joint session count ed 

the votes, which sho ed t he Hon . D. H. Joh n elected 

governor and tne Hon . D. T. Ward attor ney general . Hon . 

R. M. Harris, t he out go i ng governor , in his farewel l 

address, stated' t he condi t ions of the t ribal government 

in a brief manner, expr essing hi s esteem and r egard f or 

his fellow citizens and promis ing his support to the 

new administration as fo l lows: 

( C ontinued~ 
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~SS GE OF D. • JO STO 

Executive Department, 

Ch ic c s a AI J a tion , 

Tishomingo , I . T. 

To t he onorabl e ~embers of the 

I ous e and Sena te of t he 

Ch icka saw l .egisla ture ~. s sembled: 

Ge ntlemen: 

I ha ve again ca lled your honorable bodies 

together i n extraordina ry session for t he purposes which 

I shall submi t in a s brief a manner as possible , consist-

ent i t h ample . exp e.na tions . 

You no doubt full y apprec iate t he f a ct of our 

unsettled _nd restric ted condi t ion with the United S tes , 

a nd can only a ct fo r and in behalf of ourselves s we 

receive informa tion from t h t government re~tive to our 

m tters. 



An importan t question to hich I d esire t o c 11 

your a ttention is t o t he most e uitable disposi i on of 

the money now due us , kno n s t e "a rrears of interest 

on Chickas aw one ys , " an appropric tion in section 9 of 

the a ct of co ngr ess approved June 28 , 1898 , f or the 

bene f it of t he Chic as w . t i on , hich h s been pl ced 

t o the credit of t he nation on the books of the treasur y 

depa r t rrent a t ·ash i ng t on , under the following t i tles of 

appropri tions : 

I nterest on t he Chi cka saw 

incompetent fund • ••••••••• ~240 , ?54 . 99 

Interest on the Chick saw 

n tiona l f und •••••••• . ••••• 31? , ?65 . 55 

Total ••••••••••••••• ~ 558 , 520 . 54 

~ter ten per cent for a t t orney ' s fees h s been 

deducted , the re s t i l l rem ins to t he credit of t he n tion 

,502 J 668 . 50 . 

In 1834 the Unit ed St a t es en t ered int o a trea t y 

ith t he ~hi oka saws , the eff e ct of which as t o dd t o 

the trust fund of t he Chi ckas Ta t ion t he pro ceeds of 

t he sales of lands of t he incompetent s and the orphans , 

hence 1 t appears t r t i t -would be co pe tent f or our 

leg1 leture to aut horize t he dis t ribut ion oft e s ame , 

aa to the right to properly di sbur se sa id money is li th 



the legisla ture. 

In a communica t ion dated the l' ,t h inst ., 

t hrough t he uon. J . George ~ right , United St ates Indian 

inspector, with the Interior depar t me nt in reg rd to t e 

disposa l of t he 'arre rs of interest , " I ve received 

informa tion t o t he effect t ha t the department would no t 

feel arranted in disbursing said money without legis­

l a tive aut hor i t y . 

Ther efore , I reco end t hl t you au t horize by 

legis l.a ti ve act i on th at so much of s a id "arre rs of 

interest" as my be necessar be pl ced to the credit 

of our na t i ona l treasurer to pay our outstandi g indebt­

ednes s and curre . t expenses , a nd balance to be per 

capita pa yment t o the ~hickasa citizens by bonded 

ottioer of t he n i t ed S tes , s the 1 

such pa yme nts. 

requires in 

I recommend , urge nd insist t ha t necess ry 

a ction be ta ken t o perfect t he appropriation for t he 

Chicka s aw Orphan orne , which I believe , passed the 

house at our last session • 

. And, to be brief, I recommend that 11 other 

untinished business of the extra session be considered 

a nd disposed of a s you 1 y deem bes t. 

In order t o f cili t ate your ork , you ill find 

me e r w1 Jl ing t o consu t with you on any matters per-



taining to our interest. 

Trusting your present session m y be s speedy 

and harmonious as was your l as t, I am very respectfully 

your obedient servant, 

D. H. JO JSTON. 
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EDITORIAL 0 R . M. HARRI S 

Ex-Gov. R. IJI . Harris of the Chickasaw nation 

was in the cit y t cxlay , having r e turned from South 

McAlester, where he has been a t te ding a s~ssion of 

the Dawes commission . 

"What bas the commission done toward settling 

appealed c ases, governor?" a Herald repor ter asked 

him. 

"They did nothing . All that was done was 

to take testimony in cases and f'ile the stenographic 

reports. Chairman Bixby as i n ashington , and did 

not reach South McAl es t er during the session of the 

commission, and the body , composed of A. B. McKennon 

and Col. T. B. Needls would take no action on the 

oases while the chai rman was absent . The commission 

adjourned its sitting in s outh :McAle s ter last nig ht 

and returned to Husc ogee , where they will rema i n unti 1 

they start out to enroll the Choctaw c"tizens . 



Evidence was heard in a great number of appealed 

Chickasaw c i tizenship cases , but none of them have 

been dec id ed , and I was informed by the co mmission 

that they would not be decided til~ there was a full 

meeting of the commission to go over the evidence 

and settle t he cases according to the evidence that 

has been s e cured and filed . '1.1here are a great many 

· claimants who · are anxious as to what the outcome 

will be, an d will await decisions . " 
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EDITORIAL ON D. H.. JOHNSTON 

Tishomingo, I. T. 

April 20. 

The b11l whioh was passed by the Chickasaw 

le@islature recently appropriating the s~ of 2-

00,000 has been returned approved by the president 

ot the united States. and very soon Gov. n. H. 

Johnston's cherished policy, paying the national 
•' 

1D4 btedness during his administration, will be 

realized. The law making the ~propriation pro-

1'1dea tor a commission to sit at Tishomingo, r. T., 

the national oapital., for the purpose of investi­

gating al.l ahickasaw warrants, approving and •o 

&'ing" the same before making payment. This oom­

ld.aa1on will convene on Monday, M y 2. Gov. John-

ton tated to-day that he would appoiUt the follow­

ill£ members: Cub Ream of .Ardmore, as clerk, and 



J~es Co1bert or Colbert, I. T., ani ~runes Perry 

ot Center, I. T., as two ot the commissioners. 

T.he third man is not definitely determined upon. 
~ 

The following notice to the ho1ders of 

ahickasaw sarip has been given to the ublio: ..v ' ~ ' 
Notice to ho1ders of Chickasa rr1nts 

vy '\ 
NOtice is hereby given to aLL parties h lding Chic-

kasaw warrants that a commission will convene at 

Tishomingo, I. T., on Monday, May 2, ~899, for the 

purpose of investigating and "0 K'ing" all Chick­

asaw arrants that the same be paid under the provi­

sions or the act or the legislature ot the Chick-

asa nation proViding tor same. 

D. H. JOHNSTON, 

Governor Chick. N. 

It is believed that all the work will be 

oompleted and the debts paid in sixty- or ninety 

d&J'S. 

The new •Johnston permit la ,. is working 

better then any bill of former years. It is esti­

lllated that it will put $150,000 into the Chickasaw 

treasury annually. 

I 
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CHI CKASA LEGISLATURE. 

GO OR JOHN TON ' uu G • ~ ABLE 
'NGTHY DOC -

The tollo 1 are the otf 1oers of the l ouse 
and Senate elected at Tishomingo by th le i ·lature: 

Chigley. 

Sp aker ot the House-- Le is Colbert. 
T porary President of the Senate-- olson 

Temporary Clerk of the Rouse-- Tam Gre n ood . 
Clerk ot the Senate-- Charl s Hurst. 
Interpreter tor 'the House-- Albert oDonald . 
Interpreter for t he s nate-- Geor e Colbert. 

Sergeant for the House-- Olen Tyruk1. 
Secretary of Senate-- art1n Chigley . 
Sergeant tor the Senate-- Richard Deerine . 
T.h tollo in is Governor's Johnston's nnual 

a to the le islature: 

Executive epar ent, 
Chiokasa Nation, 

Ti homingo, I. T., September ·4 , 1 00 . 
T the Hoaorable members ot e Sene te and House ot 

ntet1Tea ot the Chiokasa Nation, in Legis­
Ae ambled: 

In obedience to the law and custom, I, as 

Chi t Ex utive ot Ohiokasa Nation, here ith communi-

a you1 upon thie oooassion ot your aaeem.bl1 

1Jl gular aeaaion, my annual meaaage. 

In d1aoharg1ng thia duty, I not only obey t he 



law, but h Ye pleasure 1n laying before you speci f ic 

1ntor.mat1on ot the exigencies ich have 1aen 

during the p at year, re quiring tho exercise of my 

beat Judgment and discretion, as your Chief xeoutive; 

and ot now considering with you s legislators selected 

by the auttrage ot our peo le, the many ave questions 

that oontront us. 

I indulge the ••• by th exerci se of isdo , 

oon erv tism, and patriotic devotion ••• elfare of 

our people, we shall not only arr iv at a jus t ••• 

aolu ion ot the questions th·at y arise i n t he reg­

ular • • • legi lat1on; but that · may, by grateful 

a lmo ed ent ot the consideration and pr otection 

hereto tore aooorded ua by our guardian, the overnmen t 

ot UD1 4 States, end e tirm reliance upon the 

1 aDd plainly 1 tten obl1 ations of our treaty, 

o o n'Uy de as to be still tresh 1n the minds of 

all Whoa duty it is to obey and execute its roVisi ons , 

imp a continuation of 1b t consideration an~ proteot­

ionalw ye du trom the str ng and p ertul to hel l es o 

d p n4ent and which e • a 'Gle warda of that overn-

n , 7 rightfully olaim and expect. 

The aaembl1ng ot the present eeasion ot the 

lAiial • mark• the oloa1ng ot my first and the 



bes1Dn1ng ot my second term as Governor ot the Chick­

aaw Nation, and I may, 1th propriety, here express 

the human sentiment ot greti tude for the endorsement 

t my public services with ich our people have 

reo en tly honored me. My ambition has be en to serve 

~- taithtully and well; and actuated by the sa e 

t.pulae, and relying ith confidence upon their co­

opeJet1on and that of their representatives here 

••• bled, and trusting that \7e may always have that 

D1~1ne guidance never withheld from a orthy cause 

r 4eaerYing people. I fondly hope that the next 

two years may witness the successful termination of 

the plana and policies no under ay tor the relief 

ot our people trom past and threatened wrongs ~o that 

when our lands shall have been allotted end our oneys 

oth r property distributed~ our people may be 

O.UT1nced ot the justness of the guardianship of the 

UDit d States government, end be thereby enabled, 

wh n tribal diaso lut1on shall come, to assume the 

41gn1ty and respona1b111tiea of American citizenship , 

w1 th entimenta ot voluntary loyalty end allegiance. 

I Shall prooeed to take up 1n their order 

th TBrioua aubjeota which I deem proper to herein 

t r to, and &hall consider them first, by giving 



Jua'; d the 1 w i tsel , it confined to the 

0 ot it origi purpo e, o d h ve resul ted 

1D particulAr 1 jury to th Choota a and Chiokese s. 

Th1 1 s i ediately seized upon y un-

upuloua 1 awy rs an ol a e ts an sent out to the 

orld. It as rais d and hal · l o t a eacon. 

Bo ot hite adventur rs ho had neveT lived in the 

Ind1 Territory or ola1 e India oitizenshi_ , res ond-

4 by ru hi in from the borde a o the surroundin 

• t a. They re spurre on by their ·Oupid1 t y and 

1nap1 d by the hope of ao uir1ng, 1thout regnrd to 

a.1ma, allotments ot the rich land ot the Choota s nd 

Chi k a a. Appl1oet1on tor citizenship ere filed 
. 
ri ~ th D :w s co iss ion by the thousands ., end thus 

1 u4 bl purpos s of the la were prostitu~ed to 

t1 h and h ertl ends, and th land ot our peo-

pl 1 onv d to tb a s a her1t e by the Great 

P th r, 1fh n t he nation and century ere oun~ , ere 

u wick dl j opardized . 

The D wes oommi ion a co osed of ive 

...... .,..r , tour ot whom re tr ained lawyer•, e.n hos 

ty wa to 1nTest1g te olai and the la: s 

o?ern d. Atter caretul cone1derat1on and 

1 o 1 bor ex~nding over sever 1 month , this 



oial tribunal er oted b the eovar ~ent for this 

p ial ork1 reJected practically all of these 

pplicant • ctioally all ppealed to the United 

s court and preotioally all re admitted . 

Th jude s or the court had just bean ap­

pointed t r om the at tea , ere ovox o1 ked and unf 

liar, in e , ith conditions in t e ndi n 

T rrito y , and th oveJ.ni ues ion o ln , hich 

ne and p:plioable o" y to uo oo di t1 ns . he 

dockets of the court er elr dy ovezcro ded ith 

r , and these ci ti hip pe 1 t re 

on s v ral hundr ne s • 

I at d o 1 ·ly 

oommi ion in an a ell te oa_ city, s s 

ta1Dly oon 1 • u o d or 

ppl1o t d citizenship ttorneys. tb ae o s a r 

1 d an and it out reg rd to , or efit oi , the 

tion ot th D ' co is 1 n . 

In th v ry nature of thin s t e ud ea could 

~ s1 ~o th e c ses, or the 1 or the tribes 

wh oh th y er to be rmined , any e ee of 

ture oonsid r tion ~hioh th vastness of the 

1 r t 1nvol ed, rit d . For conolu ive evidence 

th1 it 1 only neoessa.ry to refer to th conflict-



1Dg and inconsistent decisions of t e judges of t he 

0 ntral and ~out ern istriot of th Indi&l T .rritor y 

by hom these oases ere tried and jud ents r nd red . 

the rights of Chocte and Chic ci i " nship 

aD4 the laws upon sevorel of t he ost 1 portent 

qu tions, are ac t ly opposite. The oonflicts of 

pinion affect, either favorably , the statu f sev­

ral hundred persons , and develop a ara oxic 1 

ondftion never ba ore eq lled, p rh p s n · ~ 

hiatory ot juri ru nc 1. this o_ any othor 

presumable orovince of np ellato tribural 

ountry. 

is to 

h onize oontliotin opi ni ons, ot, hvre ro o 

oourt vested only ith appeilate jUl~isdiotion under 

the law, ith identical las, quest·ons an~ interests 

tore them, that have ron ered tin 1 judgments as 

t at variance a ·the olea , and ich 1 volve prop­

r 7 lntere te valued t mi lions or dollars . 

These cas s ere laced u_o t equity s1 e 

t the dooke t and r ferr ed to ma ters in ch no J."'Y . 

J g e could only hurriedly read ·he re orts of 

1 t as upon their I 1nd1n s ·t -t the 

wer~ rend rd . The tender proteotin care, 

it 1a tbe duty ot th gov rnment to eyt A over 

h lple warda , and whioh as evidenced by tJle 
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jQ a ot the Da ea oo ission , spaciall re_resent-

,.,..,..rnm nt in his rt1oular ork a not , 

these conditions ooul not e, r s t in 

th ourt . \'he oases v. r d o1~ed u· o cold lles of 

l d l 

t Indi n 

by t tii:lOn;y . 

prooe r , . ithout reforonc to ether 

re re resente by oouna.el or p:·~ot .. oted 
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SAGE O.t! • • 0 

(Conolud tro 1 t ak) 

OUr p opl , a hel 1 nd 

toro d b th 

t 

1 

60 rmnen t, in to it 0 oour • 

1 dvontur r , e dy 

1n upon u th th vo ·e 

10h n 00 11 h d; ond 

s 1 1 ot 

, t he U d 

Op OS 

al rt, ho 

01 

nd 

by attorn y an ol en , ly 1 · r-

ula a . our ::>1 

to turn, nd on or1 juot h 

~ rolbl7 thru t th into th d t 0 el trom 

1ntr1 , an ne~ r r 11z1n t 1 



1 he ~hilc 

that t 1r guardian to hom only they .could lool<: tor 

protection woul stem the tide that thr toned to 

etm them, and lead them back to a plac ot 

1;y , our people oould scarcely mor than stand in 

h lpl ss contusion , d join in t e ze ent th 

l e country xpresscd , hen t e course o l l o.c o 

pl und r had be n , an it ao tou tho. tho 

public do 1n or th Chocta s and Chick saw"" as 

oo rfld and clg~.~.~d b an nli n r c nss ertin rights 

ot citizen ip , an tribal property valued t ap rox-

:tely t enty millions of oll s , o ardi o • 

The ast of ~ e gpvor ent and its r prcsont­

tlves 1e that hat ever 1 t oos shall not only be 

1 gal , but I ~T . It is no oner lly conco cd t at 

th judgments are 0 G. w 111 the government 

epond to our appoal by s n thnt to Gr.o.nt ... ucb 

1 t ould delay the ork of allot · ont , or that 

h judgments have become final under the rules of 

t court here rend red , and that by reason of tho 

th t m1 t result , they o t not , and by roason 

t 1r 1nal1ty , under the rules of ho court , they 

dl turb d , and must stand . It 11 not , 1n 

op1Jl1on , as guardi an , thus r spond to the appeal 



~ ita h lpless wards . 

These " ourt eoplo" ·d t loo like Indians . 

y do not act lik · Indian , d ve none of th 

t tures or attrib ~s of Indi s . T ey are ,hit 

peopl e trom the hi l l sid.es of the surr oun 1ng states 
1 

&d would be so declare by any int olli . t jury of 

o1t1zens from any state in th Union . en tl e 1 of 

1896 p ssed they s eoul ed s o th ossi 111ties 

ot quiring all.ot ant . r 1 ·. u. ey h eded lo 

be oon. They det rmin d t-o e the c c , a o t d 

th me here d scri d d thes j ·d e t rc ted. 

As1 e ro h s ra.l o ns id r ti C' .... , it 1 

OOD ended by th · tio s t nts .ar 

14 cannot be 1 ally n oroe • land~ of the 

0 ta and Chiolros s e h 1 in co on by fc 

atmple title. These pplio nto s nl oe o.tion 

and took jtldgJ:nent a g inst only ono ation. They no 

ek thereby to acquire allo e ts of 1 - d boloneing 

Jointly to the two Nations . This contontion hns 

en rai sed by our attorney..> du.rin he past ear , 

lodged ith the Da es Commiosion, tho Interior 

d aloct oro , 

Will be preeced at all times and upon all occao-

th an earneatnes and f1 os (!! r pur o c 



OGIIII8DSurate w1 th the interests involved ;. and in 

the event this le al contention prevail 1t 11 

appear to have been an instrument in the and of 

3Uat1ce to right the wrongs alre dy done t1e Choc-

d Chickasaws,. ,and to prevent those that no 

threaten. 

I havo t us ~""iven y t etaile tnfor t ion 

ot the e o1t1zonship roooedings i n or cr t t you 

may adequately appr ciate t exigencies that ~on­

trent us , and be cuobl to act n the 11 1t thereof. 

I have sug ested both the oral 'd lc al considerations 

upon which ,e may rely for relief , and to question 

DD recurs e.s to what is proper to be done to t is end 

by tho pre ant s ssion ot t e l sl t re . 

I reoo end that you petition con ess by 

.. !&Ori al ot your body caret ly draml d spcoifio lly 

tt1ng torth these pa t and threatened wrongo t the 

Choot ws and Ch!okasa s 1n citizenship atter 1 and 

~estly request that s oh relief be granted at t 

OOliUng sess ion as 11, in its judgment , be j1st nd, 

per 1n the premises . 

UNLAWFUL POSESSI01~v OF 
LAND • 

Akin to the foregoing is another v,rrong no 

--~~~distressing proportions : th to£ the unla. -



tu1 and torc1ble posses ion ot our lands . It is not 

only held th t there is no no authority an here 

v ted to admit any person to citizenship , and t h t 

he D a Oomod s1on has only jurisdiction to enroll 

tho e heretotore enrolled and re ognized by the 

tribal author1t1 a , or la tully admitted under the act 

ot JuD 10, 1896 1 but the reo nt Indian appropriation 

bUl , approTed y, 31 1900 , provides that th · De: ea 

aaion ahall not even receive , consider or make 

any r oord ot the application ot any persons not !th­

in e ol asea . 

( 'l'he only exception 1 1n t vor of " sssi ssi pi 

Cho who have been duly "id ntified" by the 

D w a Commie ion as such. ) 

Notw1 th tending this ruling of t h e Depar ent 

tbe law ot Co~ ess, thousands of persons have , 

1 thin the laat year appeared be tore the De es Co a­

ion tor hearing . It they applied tor enrol ent , 

tbe7 w re told by the Co ss1on that 1 t had no 

thority to receive, consider or make any record of 

1r applio tiona; and it they applied tor "identi-

Mias1 sippi Choctaws , 1lent1tioat1on as 

wa 1n every case retused by pec1tio judgment . 

!h e ppearanoea were made upon the advice 



' th 1natanoe ot citizenship attorneys of tte 

• abo~ mentioned, ho have flocked about the 

a1on at very appoin ent . They have advised 

oh persons that arter maki an appearance b tore 

the Commission , they have such an application ror 

1t1zenah1p lodged as 111 authorize them to set le 

upon and take po session or Chocta - Ch1okasa lands; 

th t they oan hold the same 1ndet1n1t l y , s t he 

T rum nt 111 not attempt to re ove so ny pe sons , 

4 that the Indians are po erl ss to pro eet the -

• n 1t is at ted th t inoe June 1 , 19 o, 

• own by r cords ot the Da e Co , . ion , exc ed-

tol 1 500 ot uoh ersons have d appearance , 

p 

t 

that 1n almost every inst nee they h ve ta en 

• ion ot our lands , the areas thu ithheld 

our own p ople, and them nitude hieh this 

wrong 1 awning , may be readily se n . 

In oh as the toka ement arante s: 

th Un1 ted St9te s hall put e oh llot in 

ion ot hia allo en and r ov 811 th pereo a 

obJ otionable to the allotte , " you should 

oriel , ao qua1n t the gove t 

th e t ota to th end that it may, by t ely 

ion, T014 the mbarassrnent th t mu t follo , d 



requ at that a means be ~rovi ed hereby our ~ ople 

y 4 riv the protection thus aranteed y th 

tr ty. 

ALLOT T. 

It is w 11 understood by ell , that allotment 

t our lands i provided by the Atoka agree ent , and 

the manner ot doing so 1s prescribed . 

Suoh allotment can be made O·nly hen rolls 

ot oitiz nship ap.d the apprais·e ent or lands, are 

o 1 ted, ainoe each member is to h ve a--

" * :t'air 

and ual share thereof, consider 1 the char cter 

tert111ty o:t' the soil, and the location and 

value ot the lands." 

Eaoh memb r has also--

These provisions could not be observed and 

rights ot aoh citizen oared tor under an partial 

allotment, particularly i:t' the rules o:t' the Secretary 

ot th Interior re obeyed, allo ing eaoh to select 

J one hundred and sixty acres, all other land to 

n to other citizens tor selection of such 

A1Dl'ber ot a a. Under this regime, a c1 tizon might 

roved lands in value not exo eding ount 

tull allotment, and atter aelectin on hundred 

1x 1 ores, the remainder m1 t be taken by so e 



o'h r oi 'tizen. and hen allotment should be co pl e t ed 

he might be g1Ten lands far :tro:m h1s homestead ,. one 

hundred and sixty acres. which, by reas~n thereof 

ld.ght be ot very 11ttle value to him. 

Furthermore, any partial allotment ould be 

double 1noonven1enoe to our people and lead. to con­

tualon and d1aaat1ataot1on, One allotment only as 
. 

oon\emplated and one aloue 1s practicable. 

No citizen could be given his share in value 

untU the number ot ci tize·ri. , es also the value o:r · 

all property, is tixed . 

The neces sity for completing the rolls end 

ua etting the right or esc rson thereon to 

al.lo1iment will be apparent, he • considers the 

arm that Jnight betall, upon allo.tment to persons 

ot entitled thereto-- and there are many claiming 

oh r1ghta, wh10h we are contesting. 

I reoomm&nd that y.ou present this vie to 

~· department 1t oonourred in by you. to the end 

t we y han only suoh full end complete all ot-

~ aa ontemplated by the Atoka Agreement . 

T.h oolleotion ot our revenues, known as 

ribal ~a,• ia a neoes ary incident to the con-



t1D.uat1on ot our governments , &s guaranteed by the 

Atoka Agreement. 

ithin the past year our officers have begun 

to rtgorously press those collections. :Many individuals 

throughout the nation have not only refused payment 

but organizations ot merchants and cattlemen have been 

etteo~ed, attorneys employed, a fund raised and other 

1 pa taken to detest payment . In ~~ opinion, these 

percma han no hope ot detee ting the la ,. but hope to 

~ua render collections so vexatious and expena1v~ , as 

b. t our otticera will become discouraged end oease ef­

torta to this end • 
• 
;fl'he courts end the law 'off icers of t he Interior 

Depar ent have unitormly held, both upon recent c s os 

d in trirmance ot pr~v1ous exp·ress1ons ~ t }¥3 t the 

1 ot the tribes 1nwoaing these taxes ere vnl1d , 

t the laws ot the United States regulating trade 

an4 intercourse with Indian tribes are i n f orce here, 

and that it non-oi tizens refuse to oompl y with our la s 

ey are eubJeot to removal ~rom our country, as 

1Jl rudera. 

Many persons have been by me reporte for 

retueal to oomply with our laws, and 1 t now 

1 ~·1u. tor the Interior Department to visit 



upon \hem the penalty prescribed by t he law. 

I · therefore recommend t ha t you memorial ize 

the Seoretary ot lhe Interior to t ake pr ompt and 

Tigorou aot1on in the prendses. 

SCIIOOLS . 

!he Chickasaws have ever manifested deep 

rest 1n tbe education ot their childr en, and t o that 

D4 1t waa p:toTided 1n the Atoka Agre ement that coal 

aaphal~ should be reserved from al lotment and 

1 sed under the d1reo'b1on or the Secret r y of ) he 

ter1or. 

" • • • and the royalties t herefrom pa id in t o 

treasury ot the United States, and shall be dr 

from under euoh rules and regulations a s be 

p rib 4 by the Secretary of the Interior. "' 

" • * * tor the eduo t ion of the childr en of 

blood ot the members or said t r i bes. " 

Although the Atoka agreement as ra t i fi ed 

th o years ago, arid the share of the Chick­

•••~•• 1n th1 royalty :fund has accumulated t o en 

ding 60 1 000, no rules and regula tions 

1 this money trom the treasury of t he 

\a haTe been prescribed by the cretary 

r1or, aa contemplated by t he Agr eement , 



and our people havo derived no benefit there fro_ ' • 

I recommend that you re q est the Secretary 

ot ~he Interior , by sui table mamol'"ie.l , to :pre.Jcribe 

rules and regulations eroby the Chioka a may 

dr • thia money tron the treasury of the Unite 

State • tor educational nurposes 1 as guar .nte d by 

'Ule Atoka Agr o en t . 

CBIC.KAS 

The Chickasaws co tend th t t he Ohicknaaw 

ntitled to oit1~ensh1p nor llot~ 

n ot ~and. 

The Atoka Agreement as amended "· y Congress 

b7 th insertion ot a provision that the Ch1o sa 

freedmen should be placed in possession of forty 

or • ot land each--

" * * * to be selected , held end used by 

h until their Tights under said treaty (the t reaty 

ot 1866) ahall be determined in such manner as shall 

:r atter be provided .,, Congress." 

With this guarantee the Chiokesa s ratified 

b-e ty. It is of vi tal impcrt'lnca that this 

atlon determined at the earliest possible time , 

Z'ta1nly beto:re el.lo ent. 



I therefore reoo end that you call this 

to t e attention ot Con _ os , by pro~er 

o 1 1, and request that rovisi on be de for 

in titution of a suit in the Court ot Claims , 

1 til right ot appeal to the Supreme Court of t he 

Un1t d St tea, tor t he determination of the question 

to what rights , it any, the Chiokasa fr -e en 

... nti t1 d . 

C ITA A • 

I no epp ars th t t h so cell ed " Incom e-

nt" fund of 216,148 ,122, or t he eater part of 

1 • will, in the n ar future . be pat out e uall y 

pro pita to all th Chiokasa ~ people, d I 

pl a to b able to so infor you . 

!he reo nt Indian appropriation bill , pprov-

7 31, 1900, gives the s o-called "!nco patents, " 

ix months fro that time i n hie 

o t bli h their ol ims, after hioh t i· e 

1 p yment 1a to be d • 

T.h Indi Agent h s issued notice r elative 

t bl1 ent ot uoh claims , and 1t appears 

h ol 1m mu t be til d and r ov n separ t l y , 

ltho y r ard to th nt or roll ot 

o 188 1 aDd that no attidav1ts or ex parte 



proot ill be reoe 1 ved t but ch l ai 1 us ·t be 

e t blished by leeel proof t aken either or 11 before 

the ~ian Agent, or i . the. f 1·m of e osi tiona upon 

notioe to the t1on. 

By the Atoka 

appropriated es arr ·e:r of' inter at upo ecrt i n funds 

ot the Chiokas s improi 1~1y 1 out by the gove r n-

m.ent many years ngo. Ther .J. ins of t i s a ount, 

th "Inoo~ tent" fun or · 21 ,1 , 12~ , abo e ention-

ed 1 and also 6 ~ 520 , ')64 , pla.c to t l e or "" t ot the 

lfat1on. 

I reco end th t the ao of congr e s s 11rec t1ng 

th distribution of t e Inca . co t ed 

in the torm ot an act o ur le 1 lature; so that 

there ma be no queBtion as t o the le nlity or such 

41 tr1but1on, d that the s um of 56, 620 ,3 4 be 

1atr1buted per oapi ta t o our peo le, 

t1 and in lik nanner. 

REPORTS. 

The Nation's attorneys, d the va "i us 

e 

ti Dal ottio r and co i on , ill, a . ovided 

7 1 1 reDder their reports l a ·t r 1 t l e sos i on, 

am 111 be l i d betor you f r yoUI· i nt or-



mat1o , tog ther .i ~uoh roooL. , enua ion t e y 

y ott r in ro ard t 

to t ll • 

the or~ o·i l l y entru~ted 

VIOLATI ONo 0 T ::A • 

The townsite provis ions of th recent Indian 

appropriation bill, approve y 31, 1000 , an the 

a t uthor1z1ng the taking of timber and tone f ro 

o lends, under contr ct ith the Secretary of the 

ID r1.or, approved June 6 , 1900 , nre , i n my opinion, 

not only 1nv1olat1on of the Atoka e ent , but 

eek to so effect the· title and· 1ntere t o the 

s and Chickaa a in th 1r lands , h ld by fee 

almpl title, a to be void. If' a townsite can be 

o 4 out ot our public domain, and timber d 

taken therefrom, by an act ot oongre a, it 

would a that our 1 nd ay be taken, in l.ike 

and our title ext! uished and vested else-

wh re. ... ~ ........... r gretting 12le n ceesi ty that impels . 

to u h ot1on, I teel that we hould avail our­

el a ot means t hand to prevent these violations 

t o land interests. 

I ther tor recommend at this time that this 

ot au h ota be oalled to the attention ot 

4 Department. 



As your e cion ro res a , 1n .; event other 

t r a ari e t at , in o 1nion 1 ere orthy of your 

ic ta a e to o by spec i al 

.-ID DIIIKw 1 t og t er w1 th my reco 1n1en atione e. to 1he.t 

t1on you should take rel tive thereto. 

00 CLtJSI N. 

In c onol us :1. on ish to oo ratulate our 

p opl upon the oe and uite that ha reva1lod 

th un er t e tr 1n conditions herein -e-

'to: J.a 

book. 

n tion and raoe our future io a 

h ve been forced to pre for a 

qui en t ot the ou tom nd tre: i tiona o our 

r 1 and w oan only hope that the ne state into 

h w are to enter , and the ne oon !tiona that 

m t follow 111 ren er more happi and prop ity. 

p ao tu1 and peac - loving eople nd hatevor 

h1 mu t b th fruits ot eace . 

Our 1 , t e gove . nt r the Un~ted 

t 1 poi nt u to Americ n citiz nahip as our 

t de tiny, and to the 1neat ble benefits 

1 ot that tat • Th hi eot a .. ribute 

cr rv no t e 1 hts 

ohe rtul t; ... '10 t ob ic 00 to the 

rd ot 11 . L t us ot , 1n _ things , 



in th 1rit ot 1ntell1 nt oons rv ti . th t ust 

not only c and respectful consi ,r ti n rc t .ose 

oh d with the duty or ad nistorin our :ff irs , 

but 11 eon inoe Con es n t a De. r n th t e, 

ver regardtul or the r1 ta of o 1e , cont e only 

th t have that roteot:· on r nteed by sole 

re ty oblig tiona, and th t 111 sho to the country 

the orld that the Chioka r .e an intelli ent , 

progr 1 and Chrie t1an p ople, nnd 1n ev r ey 

orthy ot that de ot oonsid ,l' t1o in nll · tt rs 

touoh1ng th 1r 1nt re ta, that hould , in quity and 

j tio , b ooorLl d them b their ardi n , t e re t 

80 rnmant ot the Un1 ted t () . 
th enti enta ot r peet , I h e t a honor 

to your obedient servant. 

D,. • 

Governor Cl iok a l etion. 
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• G·. D. Hinds, ) Propri etors B. • Jobe, ) 

Gove rno r Johnston , of t he Chickasaw nation , and Senator 

BUrton, of Kansas , have been in cons lt tion here in re1 ard t o supple-

mentary trea ty be t ween t he Chickasaws and the D es commission , 

relative to clo s i n t he Chi ckasa ~ rolls to et ready for a llotments 

of lands in t he Chic asaw Tation . Lest s or s ch supplement ary 

treaty was rcade , and it provided t hat t '1e ro lls should close on eptember 

1, 1901. Thi s sup l ement ary a e ement was sent to the Secreta r y of 

the Interior, ho di d not appro ve it , and · t ~ent to Con ress lith 

his disapprova l, and Co ress defeated it . This left the v hic~ saws 

ithout any date on whic h their rolls sho tld be closed, and , of cour se , 

there can be no l:!ec,innin of hickasaw allotment until t he rol l s are 

oloeed. The Dawes Commission h vi n"' f inished surveyin ·' nd plat t i 

and the appra i s in of all 1 nds in t he nation, and bei n pract ica lly 

ready tor a llo tment , t he Indians ant to ~e t their title to t heir 

allotment s , and Governor Johnston i s anxious to get the r olls closed 

and get r eady for all otment . 



The conference between Senator rton , of Kansas , and Go v­

ernor Johnston will result in Senator l3urton champi oni ng the u ppl e­

mentary treaty that is to be made soon . The new t r ea t y , a r era ld 

reporter lea rns from reliable source s , ' i l l be made wi t h t he Da1es 

Commission on t he lines of t he old treaty , and it wi l l probably 

:provide for closin the r olls on January 1, 1902 . This is the dat e 

that Governor Johnston favors , and rould be as ea rly a date as could 

be met, and get the action of Co jress on it , s o t h t i t could be 

put in force. 

Before the r olls can be cl osed, t he "court citizens" claims 

will have to be f i nall settled by t he courts . These are cl a imant s 

to citizenship , who rere refused enr ollment on t he Chic ~a saw citizen­

ship rolls b t he Da es Co i ss i on , u on ob jections filed by the 

Chickasaw commissioners i th t he es Commiss i on , and who after :v rd 

took their claims to the Uni ted St ates courts in t he Terri tory and 

were adjud ed by t he courts ent itled t o c i tizens hi p . This ec i s ion 

has been appealed from, and is :pend i n • 

It seems very robable no r t hat the ma t ter of clos i t he 

rolls will be settled by a supplement ar y t reat y bet ween t he Chicka­

saws and the Dawes Commission , and that Sen tor Burton ill unde r ­

take to get its approval by Con r ess nd t he Senate . 

No treaty will be undertaken , it is u derstood, until f ter 

the Chickasaw national elect ion , hich 1ill be held on t he second 

dneaday in August, at hich time hic kosaw ~enators and ~e:present-



t1Tes will be elected. The Chickasaw Legi sl ature wi ll be convened 

in regular session on t he first r~nda in September , and f t er t he 

session the matter of a suppl ement ry treat y wi l l be t aken up . 
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TE 0 D. •. JO STO :r 

of the pr esent se s sion of our 

legislature m r k s the clos i ng of my t hird ye r of ser­

vice as governor of t he Chick a s ~ ration , nd I greet 

you as the represe t a tive of t he Chi c: s pe o le in 

legiglature sse bled to l ay befor e you i obedie nce t o 

our laws and customs , inform ti on in r e ard to v:h t h s 

been done during t he pas t ear and t o subn i t to rou , in 

the light of t he kno ledge nd experience I h ve gained 

recommendations as to hat legisl a tive ction should be 

taken in orde r t h t the ri ~1ts n i nter es t s of our 

people may be best serve d nd protected . 

I have not only a kno l e 7e of t e ind i vi dual 

members who compose t he pr e ent le isla t ure and of the ir 

P triotism end c pacity f or t he performa~ce of the 

labors for which the have been chosen , but an bidi n 



faith in the isdom of the Chick s w people , and of their 

ability to select bJ the exercise of the r i r ht of suffr oe 

vouchsafed us by the fat hers , for· the perform a ce of t he 

public service, en whose every act ill be char acteri zed 

by a firm and patriotic devotion to t he aelfare of our 
• 

people. 

In this, m annual message , I will efer to 

general ma t ter s of public concern by f urni shing you such 

information s I have , or have been ble to cquire, t o--

gether it h ny recommendations as to ha t actio , i f c.n , 

you should t ke at this time , and a s your session pro re sses 

I shall submit from t ime to til'.e in t he f orm of spe ci 1 

messages such matte s s are or thy nd m y cone to my 

attention requiring legi sl tive ction . 

s heretofore stated by me in all m public 

utterances and co uunications , t he one question in wh i ch 

the Chickasa s , as ell as t he Choct s , are mos t vit lly 

concerned is t hat of ci tizenshi • . If cl i nts re 

rongfully admit t ed, shares of our tri b l proper t y , 

valued at a r roximately 5 , 000 are t ken w • eside s 

this there are considerations of nat ral pride nd respect 

involved, a s , if de signing and un 10rthy pe r sons ~re f orced 

upon our tribal r olls , the purit end inte rit of or 

oit1z nship, hich has remained s otless thro out the 



a is polluted and destroyed . 

In my l ast annual mes s age I referred in detai l to 

th present condition of Chickasaw end Choct citizenship 

as regards the cla i ms of that class of per sons kno m s 

"court Claiman t s , " i nformed you of measures that had been 

inaugurated f or our relief therefrom and sugge s t ed other 

steps, hich , i n my opinion , should be t aken to th t end . 

I am le ased to be able to i nform ou t at very 

substanti al regress along these l i nes has - een made during 

the past ye ar by the a ttorneys re r e sent i ng the Chicka-

saw and Chocta r tions , nd ·e hope that in the near 

.future the ci tizen ship claims of the "court clai~ nts 

iil be final ly defe ated d the propert 1hich they cl irr , 

valued a t manr millions of doll rs , saved by our eople . 

The e xr er i ence of both the Chickasa s and choc-

. ta sand t he Uni t ed , t a tes gover ent has demonstrated 

ha , _in draf ting t he A taka 1 gre em en t , many things ne ce s­

ary to a speedy d satisfactory ettlement of our ._f irs 

er e unf ore seen End unprovided for , and t ha t an agreement 

upplementar y to the toke .gree ent , '"r vin f or its 

obj ot the amendment of the original tre at , in both es­

ential and a i ni strative ma tter s s bsolutely necessar ~ · 

hi s end su ch a su pp l ementary treaty ~as ne goti ted be ­

n commissions r epr esent i ng the Chickasaw nd c 1 octa 



etions and t he D e s commi ssion , r eprepentin the 

United Sta te s over ent , nd sifned on February 7 of 

the present ye ar . It as i mmed i tely tra smitted to jon­

grass , but o i ng to the shortness of the ses ion w s not 

acted upon nd di d not , therefore , become effective . 

Thi s tre ty contains one revision i n part icul r 

h1ch is mos t teful and s tisfactory to our eople , 

that r e l atin to citizens ip . 

ould eff ect t e defe t of the 

If ti ied , this revision 
9 

r udulent citizenshi clai 

tha t ol s s of ersons kno n as "court 'cl i m ts . " Si nce 

the alleged decrees u on Jhich these cl i ant ' s reply were 

rendered by the nited s t tes court , nd the Ch ick s s 

end Chaeta s h ve made every effort \ i thin t e li1•1 i ts of 

human power to se cure read j us t ment of t em d the ne -

got1 a t1ons of this tre aty is t e f irst substonti l .ne goti 

tion by t he r over ~ent of the tnited sta te s that such 

decree s r e ~ron d t hat the Chi ckasa s 1 d Choct ~s 

should tave t e relie f they demand . 

I t herefore recommend th you memoral ize the co -

gres of t he United )t tes to r tify the P ding treaty 
I 

in the e arly d ys of the forthcom i ng session , d tha t 

you sugges t f ur ther in such me ori 1 that in the eve t of 

it rati f ica tion by congress it ill be i r edi tel rati-

1 d by vote of the c ick a and Choct ~people , in 



h1ch event the di f f ere nces .. h i ch no embarr ss both the 

goveDiliile n t of t h e rni t ed :> tet e s nd the represent tivesoof 

the tribes in the dmi n i strC! t ioil oft e .~ taka r reernent 

provided tha t all cou. l an sphal turn shall be reserved 

from allot en t nd lease unde r t e direction of the 

Secretary of t he Interior for a term of thirt . e r , 

and the royal t ie s ther efr o . pai d i nto the tre sury of 

the 7nited s t t e s , und * * * dra n therefno under 

such rules and re ulat i ons s sh ~ll be prescr i bed by the 

Secretary of t he I nter i or . 

It further I,rovides , o ever , s "'ollo s : 

" Th t ~henever the me be s of t e Choc t 1 nd 

Chi ckas~ \ J tri ves shall be re ui r ed t o y t xes fo r th e 

sur port of t e s chools , then the fund ar i s i ng f r om such 

royalties sha ll be di s osed of for the eaual enefit of 

the member s * * in such manner s t e t r ibe ma. dire ct .' 

The tok agre ement pr vides that the tr i b 1 

government shall cont inue f or a period of e i ght ye r s fr o 

arch 4, 1898 or, t all event s ; unt il r ch , 1906 . c on­

sidering the ch n ges i n our affairs hich are no in pro­

gress and certa in of consummation i n fe years , r ovi sio s 

111 be m~de for t -xi n al l th e pe ople of t e I nd i ~erri -

tory, Indi ens nd non citi zens l i ke , for the support of a 

n ral school s s te , in i ch event t h e cl use of t e 



Atoka agreement 1 s t ab ove quoted ~ ill become effec t i ve 

and the coal and asphaltum aga in be come sub ject t o di s ­

position by the tribe s f or t he e ual bene f i t of the 

members of the tribe s . 

Now tha t our trib al r overnments ere organized and 

e have an opportunity t o consider the 1 t ter for our­

selves, both as me ber s and offi ci al s of the tribes , it 

would seem to be t he p ar t of wisdom to devise such a plan 

as will best protect the inter e s t s of our people in the 

future , end , f urthermore , take su ch steps s will put 

this plan in oper a tion . 

I therefore re commend that you make a provision 

f. r considering t his s i t u a t i on i th the C octavs Jith a 

view of agreeing upon s ome s ti sfactory plan for the final 

disposition of the co 1 and asph lturo depos i ts in the 

Chickasaw and Choct aw ./a t i ons . 

You are aw re t ha t, fr .om the t i me the atoka gree -

ment became effective until r ecently a controversy h s 

existed as to the po uer of t he Secre t ary of the Interior 

as regards the royal ty fu ds r i s i ng fr om the i ning of 

coal and aspahltum . 

The only pr ovi sion in t he Fto greement ~ef inin 

the powers of the se cret ry of the I nte rior i n that con­

n c ion is that which r ovides t hat t he roy l t i es r i s i ng 



tram the mi ning of co 1 d asphaltum sh l l be a i d i t o 

the treasury of the ni ted t t e s nd dra n therefnom 

under such rule s and re l at i ons as shall be prescribed 

by the Secre t ry of the Interior . 

Under th i s provisi on it as contended th t the 

Secretary, in add i t i on to disbursing t e o oney, h d 

absolute power to t ke chcrge of an contro l o r schools . 

This attempted ass ption of po er I resisted , nd , ~ ile 

we were able to ret a i n control of our sc ools , our s are 

in the royal ty f und vas withheld . 

I am no pl eased to be ble to inform you t at 

the controver s y as been settled b en er eement whi ch 

I entered int o i t h the onor ble se cretary of the In­

terior at Ia sh i ngt on on 1 r i l 11 of the present year , 

under the terms of wh ich the Chi ckasav,s retained contr ol 

of their schools under tribal laws , and t!eir share i n 

the royalty fund il l be p i d out u on school rr t s . 

One provision of t i s agree e t is ttat board is created , 

one member of wh i ch i s de sign t ed br t e se cretary of the 

Interior , who se duty i s t o exa ' ne a ll pe sons des iring 

to teach in t he · schools of the C ickasa ation , a d 

1 sue certific a te s of t heir qualifi c tions . ·>uch bo r d 

h been appointed or gani zed , n ex mi n tions fo r 

th present ye er as been held . It i s , and s au ld be , 



especi ally gr a ti fy i ng t o our eople t t a ll ·per sons here ­

tofore educa ted i the Chi ck~s a schools applied to this 

board for cer t i f icate s of t heir ualific tion t o te ach 

stood hi ghly credit ble examinations and r eceive d uch 

certifica tes . · 

BY an act of congress pproved !· ~ray 31? 1900 , 

individuals .cl a i mi ng i ntere s t in the "incompe tent fund" 

were g iven s i x months , or until rov . 31 , 1900, in which 

to f ile t leir cla i s and r oof, such act pr oviding t ha t 

such cla ims s ere est ablished should be pa i d , ' nd the 

bal ance of the f und , if any remained , or the hole of 

it, if no cla i s · ere es t bli shed , be p id ou t per capita 

to all t he· Chi ckasaw people . 

Two hundred nd f orty- four such cla ims , supported 

by af f idavi ts ere f ile d i th t he ni ted s t a te s Indi an 

agent . 

',!hile I have al Jays been ·Jilling t t 11 alai -

ants ho lere ab l e to e s t ablis h t heir iden tity of he i r-

ship by leg 1 proof be pa i d , yet it has been r y contention 

that, owing t o the long l a pse of time, the peoul i ~r con-

ditions t hat have existed in the Chickasa tion , the 

inaoility of claiman t ~ to furni sh le al proof of their 

s t atus, and t he fr uds irregul ritie s th t h ve been 

pr otioed in t he pas t in connection ·ith t he • i ncrn · etent 



tund," tha t t o make the tterrrpt at ·tl is time iOUld be to 

put a premium pon fr ud an perjury <-nd res lt in pro­

ceedings that . ould be hi ghly discredit ble to the 

Chickasaw N tion , I ther ef ore di re cted the , ttoineys for 

the nation t o carefull e mni ne t he cla i ms f iled nd 

resist such of them as did not ppe r to be established 

by legal proof . This they h ve done, nd t he whole m tter 

has been submitted t o the nited s t a tes Indi an gen t , 

and by hi m t o t e Secret ry of the Interior , nd it i s 

expected that decisions ill be rendered t en e r ly d te . 

I f ny such clai ms re establi sh ed t hey ill be 

paid, and the balance of the fund pe id out per c pita . 

Of the o i gin 1 n rre ars of interest" a... ropri ted 

by the .i tolca reement there yet r em ins in t e tre sur y 

of the United s t ates , nd not cl · : ed by t he "incomretent , tt 

the sum of .5 , . 98, 06 . I rec end t h t you propri te 

this fund, by proper act , for per capita distribution , f nd 

rovided the t i t be a i d out a t the t e of the per capita 

distribution of t e 'incompetent fund . 

By t he tre ty of ,uly 15 , 1794 , the Chickas s 

ere granted per manent annuity of 3000 per nmn . 

It bein p the resent desire of the r ove r ent of 

the Unit d s t ates , s ex res sed in tl e .. ·.toke preement 

d else here, to ca it lize 11 n uit ies , n f in 11y 

I 

(J' .J 
t: 



pey out per capita to .t e C ickas s all f unds v ich 

belonsed to them, thi s nnuity Jas , by the ac t of ~erch 3 , 

1901, capitelized nd extinguL. hed , nd t he princi pal sum 

of 60,000 ple.ced to t he credit of tl: e Chickrs ~! (. t ion 

upon the books of the ·nited s t tes tre asury in lieu there of' . 

It would be of Vost benef it to our pe ople to 

have this fund pa id i nto the t re asury of t.t:e Chi ck sa 1 

Nation for national purpose , and I therefo e recommend 

that you t ake proper le gislat ive ac t i on to ~ ake t i s 

money available for t e purpose t t ed . 

i~ hen the tre ty suppl ement .... y to the 1 tok gree -

ment above referred to a s dr ft ed i.1nd s i rned , on ~·eb­

ruary 7 of the present e ar , and f orw ~ rded for r t i fi ­

cation by con£ress, it bee e ne ce ss ry t o di spatch to 

ashington a duly ccredited representati ve of the rhick~­

saw ation . For thi s ur ose I chose ~on . ~dw,rd 

Johnson, a member by blood of the Ch i ck s 1 ation . Of 

his ability to ably and f aithful l y perfon th t service 

I need not refer, as he i s vel l known t o vou . uffice 

1 t to say that he rep ire to as ingto n "nd trre r ed 

betore the Interior Derertment and t he congress of th, 

1 d States in ur~in~ t he r atific t i on of thi s treo ty~ 

4 represented the ~ ic a se~ eople t o thr t c din a 

tisfactory manner . I t erefore r ecomm d tha t 



you make provisi on f or ade u tely con e s ti g him for 

th performance of this service . 

The ttorne ys for the Chick...,scw ra tion , I essrs . 

ansfield , ·c_ Turr and Cornish , of south cJ1e ster , I . FT1 . , 

have bee n di1i .entl., eng ed during the past year in 

representing the tion i n the various tters ffecting 

its intere s t s that have ar i sen before the ~ es cowmi s­

sion , t he United t tes co rt , the Interior Department 

and elsewher e , i n c i tizenship and 11 other mat ters ; 

and I am r a t i fied to be able to inform ou that they 

have succeeded in a way not only credit ble to them , but 

h i ghly s ti sf c tory to the n tion . 

_ de t iled report of their work wi ll be made 

at a l a ter d te , ad by me to trans1.1itted to you for 

your informat i on • 

. In tl e ope and belief th t your · del i berat ion 

ill be char acterized by isdom , conservati sm and p tri ­

otic devotion to t he \.elfere of our n tion .d eople , 

and that the questions hi e m y rise for soluti on t 

your hands will receive th t consideration hi ch their 

importance and exigencies of the our dem nds , nd i n­

voking divine id nee d protection on al l of u , both 

in the disch rge of ubli c service nd in the w lks of 

r1vate li f e, and 1ith entirrent of highest reg rd nd 



honor to be, your obedient servant . 

DOU ... LAS H. 30 _:SON, 
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SPECIAL .ffiSSAGE OF D. H. J OHNSTON 

To the honorable members, 

of the Senate and House of Representatives 

ot the Chickasaw Nat ion, 

in legislature assembled: 

Having served the Chi ckasaw nation as its 

chief executive for nearly two terms I deem it my 

duty to my successor and the nation to call attention 

to the inadequacy of the salary of governor , as now 

fixed by our l aws , and to suggest to the legislature 

why, in my opinion, the same should be increased . 

Inasmuch as under our constitution and laws , I am 

ineligible for election to the office of governor 

tor another term, I can urge acti on to this end , 

without subjecting myself to criticism for recommending 

legislation to my personal advantage o 

When the salary of governor was fi xed a t 

t l,500 per annum many ye ars ago , the duties were 



nominal and the r esponsibilities were inconsider able . 

Our tribal taxes were paid wi t hout contes t . The 

number or non-citi zens residing among us were only 

a small proportion now here and no resistance of 

the power and authority of our tribal government 

was made. Our relations with t he Un i ted s t ates 

government were meager and no clashes of authority, 

such s now occur, were possible . No Uni ted States 

Courts were established in our countr y , and nei ther 

our personal property or political ri ght s were 

menaced by them as now . Allotmen t was only a 

rumor, and our people pursued the way of peace and 

prosperity, undisturbed and unharas sed b the 

exigencie s that now confront us . Now it is all 

changed. The tide of the white man ' s civil izat ion 

has swept over us. Resistance to ou t tribal govern­

ment is found on every hand . The t ens of thousands 

or non-c i tizens who have come among us , impelled by 

the natural desire to profit by our resources and 

natural advantages, defy both our authority and that 

ot the United s t ates government . our tribal taxes are 

collected onlY upon thre at of expulsion from the 

limits of our count ry, under the intercourse law. 

United States courts have been established within 



our midst, and upon every hand they are appealed 

to cri pple our government and abridge our personal 

property and pol i t ical ri ghts ; and it is ohly b.' 

the exercise of vigilance and foresi ght that our 

rights are maintai ned . The forthc oming allotment 

ot our land s and d i s position of townsites wi ll 

render it nece ssar y for t he gover nor t o execu te 

many thousand s of eeds , besides t he ot her servi ce s 

necessary to compe l an observanc e of t he Atoka Agreement 

in the distr i c t of our t r ibal pr operty . 

Under t hese condit ions it i s necessary tha t 

the governor of t he Chickasaw ation devot e his entire 

time to t he duti es of t he of f i ce , t hus neglecting 

his priva te affair s ; and in t he light of my experi enc e 

as your Chief Exe cut i ve for t wo t e r ms , and out of 

consideration for my succe ssor , I unhesit tingly 

sta te that the sal ary of 1, 500 . 00 per annum is 

inadequate. 

I t he r efor e r e commend t hat t he pre sent Le gi s-

lature amend existing l aw , t o become effec t i ve a t t he 

end of my term i n of fice so a s to pr ov ide t ha t the 

alary or governor be not less t han 4, 000 . 00 per 

annum. To this end I have pr epared and herewith 



aubm1t the dratt of such bill. 

Respectfully 

D. H. JOHNSTON , 

Governor, Chick . Nat. 
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EDITORIAL ON P . S. MOSELY 

Tishomingo , I . T. 

Sept . 1 . 

Everythi ng is quiet here today . There has 
, 

been no disturbance of any kind . B. H. Colbert , 

with twelve deputy marshal , J . Blair Shoenfel t , 

with t wenty members of the Indian police , and ~r . 

Dickey of the s e cret service are here to preserve 

order. Last ni gh t five deput y marshals and ten 

members of t he Indian pol i ce slept at the capitol 

building and allowed no one to enter . Today the 

building is closely guarded and none but officers 

and members of t he legi slature are allowed to enter 

the building . 

The legi s l ature wen t into session with 

every member, except one , present . 

J. Wes l ey Parker of s ulphur was el ect ed 



president of t he senate and Joe Guest of Panola 

county, speaker of t he house . 

The elec tion in Pontotoc county was declared 

illegal and t h e delegation from that county shut 

out. 

In the contest from Pickens county , ~esley 

Hayes, the Byrd candidate to the upper house , was 

put out and Charles Hare , the Mosely candidate , 

seated in his s t ead . 

The legislature did not adjourn for dinner 

but continued in session . 

About 1 o ' clock Ron . R. L. Boyd , distr ict 

judge of Tishomingo county , was called to admini ter 

the oath of off i ce to Mosely as everything was in 

readine ss to confi rm hi s election . 

It i s rumored t at the Byrd faction w.il l 

take an appeal to t he secretary of the inter ior . 

The rumor, however , is not iven much credence . 

At 2· 30 t his afternoon the legislatur e 
' 

declared Palmer s . Mos_ely elected governor by a 

majority of 44 v ot es . He i mmediately took t he 

oath of office and the l egi slature adjourned u til 

g o'clock tomor r ow morning . 

Governor Mosel y and ex- Governor Johnston 

then dined a t t he home of Dr . Thomas : 
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SPECIAL ELECTION CALLED BY D. H. JOHNSTON 

A special to the Dallas News from Denison , 
Texas, says: 

A telephone message from Emet , the home of 

Governor Johnston of the Chickasaw Nation , brings the 

news that a special election has been called in 

Pontotoc county for Tuesday , September 9. 

Last Monday Judge Colbert of Pontotoc county 

held that there had been no election i n t hat county 

at the recent election. His reasons f~r so holding 

were: 1~ That the tabulated list of ·· the results had 

not been signed by the judges of the election, as 

provided for in the Chickasaw laws. 2 . That the 

ballots and lists were in such shape as to make an 

accurate return of the votes cast a t this election. 

This decision affects the three senators, 

f1Ye representatives, the county judge , county cler k , 



sheriff and constabl e . Under the Chickasaw law where 

vacancies occur in the offices of senators and repre­

sentatives the governor must call a special election 

to till such vacancies. The other of fices of the 

county under the l aw ar e appointive by the governor , 

and these offices Will be filled by Governor Johnston 

at an early date~ 

The reas on f or the calling of t h i s election 

at such an early date is t hat t he legislature convenes 

on Monday , .September 1, and Pontotoc county will be 

without re· res entati on until after this election is 

held. In justice t o the people of t his count y in 

view of the weight y matters to be cons i dered , Governor 

Johnston felt t hat a cal l should be made at as early 

a date as possible and still give the voters ample 

notice. 

The decision of Judge Colbert does not affect 

the vote of governor or attorney genera l in Pontotoc 

county tor the reason that under the Chickasaw law the 

legislature pas ses upon al l questions relative to the 

election ot governor and at torney general . 
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sooia ted 1 th , but to the unan1m1 ty ot p trio tic 

ent1 t by h1oh my edministre ion has been sue­

t 1n • . 
I deem it fortunate that I h ve had the privi-

lese ot carrying :t'orw rd to successful culmination 

th plana and policies ineu r te in the d inis­

tretion preceding mine, looking to the pro t action 

ot our people, and a t the clo 

nd thrrugb.out the olosi 

lege h1ch h s been accord 

f d i i trot1on 

of y 11 e e rivi-

in er o 1 my 

p rt of this gre t ork 1 n xporience o hich 

anr man 

by me as 

y ell feel pr u , an hich ill b rized 

leg cy to beque to my children d to 

the generations that ll foll • 

uch as be n done d u c re.. i n to e done 

before our tr1 bal ef eir re closed i n y n tis-

tacto17 to our eople · d t he gov mm t of t he 

United !Jt tes end or 1 t ble to ll, for the con-

n stly in 

the tuture, s a c1 ti zen , s 

n otricer. 

h v i n t he st a 

CITIZENSHI 

In o1tizen•h1p me,ters e have, in a 1 rge 

~\ 
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aent ot all out atendi 

no eotion to that 

soh col ar ant • s yet 

e be . taken , am I deem 

1 t ot the highest 1 ort noe th t th1s m ttei b 

egein cell d to the tten tio of c ngre s , Jat 

action be r ed by suit le res lution, 

N BO Cii D q 

1~ edm1n1str t1 on a et o my uc ce sor 

atend pledged to sec r ~ e , th llment 

ot ell children born to c1 z bloo t 6 

Chick s nd octa I' ti ns f r uopt . o, 19 , 
nd up to ttl ax:p1r t1on of our tri b o or · ents . 

r solution reque tin s s to p ovid t h re or 

we a passed a-. tbe last e s ion ot our l e 1 1 ture . 

1 aueh re olution e ., no action 

baa been tekan, an t 1 t h t everyt 1ng poss i ble 

to tbe accompli sb.mmt of hi s l udab shoul _ 

do ; and I ther for r eco en t the 

Je b a n called t e t -nt1.on o oon• 

•• b7 au1 '\ ble memor1 1 • 

INT .. -I c ,I,I,.t I s 

i 1 ' an should be, a "atter of con ratu-

1i 1ih no lo er exi ts any . o s 1 111 ty 

eo ne 10D to be made i n the politic l 
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THE MADILL NEViS 

Jrad111, I. T., 
FridaJ, September 16, 1904 
Vol. 10 No . 10 
Ol.Jde P. Kendall, Editor 

NF.WS ITEM: OF D. H. 0 SWN 

Tishomingo . 

In his message to the Chickasaw legislature in session here , 

the newly elected governor of the nation, Douglas H. Johnston, 

makes a vigorous protest against the interior department in the 

appointment of guardians for Indian minors . He says that nothing 

elae could harass the Chickasaw and Choctaw nations in t he allotment 

ot lands and distribution of tribal properties so much as the 

appointment ot guardians. 

Governor JOhnston maintains that the parent is the natural 

&U&l'd1an ot the child and is fully competent to handle t he minor's 

estate . He says the Indians should no longer be treated as ards 

ot the sovernment and thinks that if the interior department should 

fo • the appointment of guardians for Indian c 'ldren it would 

'he sreateat injustice th§t could be done the Indians . 

The governor urges the speedy payment of the tribal funds 0 



tbl nation per eapita favors the additional enrollment of new born 

ohildren up to the time of the dissolution of the tribal government , 

~h 4, 1906, reeommends that a sufficient portion of the invested 

and iruat funds in the hands of the federal government be set ap rt 

tor the payment or t he out standing school warrants , and concludes 

his message by urging t he appointment of a delegation to ,· ashington 

to represent the na t i on in all matters t hat may arise before t he de­

partment and congress , affecting the rights and interests of the 

Ch1akasaws. 



!ahlequah, Indian 'J.'erri tory 
tureay, September 17, 1904 

18th rear, .r o. 2 
adcl1e .1:1udaon, ~di tor 

EDITORIAL ON IDSS G F D. H. JOHNSTON . 

In his message t o the Chiekasa: legis.latur in session at 

Tt.a)~ngo, the nelll.y-el eeted governor of t he nation, Douglas li. 

1ohndon, made a vigorous protest against the interferenc.e of the 

interior department i n the a ppointment of guardian for lndian 

mino:n. .tie says t hat nothing else could harass the Chickasa and 

Chootaw nations in t he allotment of l ands and distribution of tribal 

properties so much a s the appoin ent of guardians . 

Governor J ohnston maintains t t t he parent is t he natural 

&Uarcl1an ot the child and is fully competent to handle t e mtnorrs 

estate. H.e ae.ya the ndi ans should no longer be treated as warda 

of 'the gOTel'DJD.ent, and t hi nks t hat if t he interior department should 

foree the appointment of guardians for Indi an chi ldren it would be 

the sreateat injuatiee t hat could be done t he ndians. 

The gonrnor urges t ... e speedy payment of the tribal funds 

of the na"ion per eapi ta, f avors t he addi t iona! enrollment of new 

boza ehll~ up to t he time of di ssolution of the t ribal government, 

-alleh "• 1901, reoolllllends that a suffi cient portion of t he invest ed 

zua tun4a in the hands of t he federal go'l'ernment be set apart 



tttr th pQment of the outstanding sehool warrants , and concludes 

hl• ••ace by urging t he appointment of a delegation to .ashington 

to repreact the nation in all matters t may ari e before the 

departaent and congress affecting t he rights and interests of the 

Cbiokasaw people. 



THE HEADLIGHT J OURNAL 

Haileyville, Indian Territory 
s eptember 22, (sic) 1 904 . 
Volume 3 No. 25 
w. 3. Witt, Proprietor 

EDITOR IAL ON ·ffiSSAGE OF D. H. JOHNSTON 

Ardmore . 

Governor Johnston of the Chickasaw nation has sent 

his annual mes sage t o t he Chickasaw legislature , in which 

he reviews the a f f a irs of the tribe and makes s trong 

r ecommendations t o t he tribal body reg rding mat t ers 

affecting the Chicka saw people . The appo i ntment of 

gUardians f or minor children is a f eature of his message . 



HOLDENVILLE TIMES 

BoldenYille , Ind . Ter . 
october "· 1Cd04 
Vol. 9 No . 25 
Ben, F. ihite, Editor 

EDIT u tl1 N D. I . JO STO 

Governor Johnsto n of the Chiok saw .n t i on .h s 

appointed charles Colbert of Ti shomingo ud 1tor of 

public a ccounts nd Poe Colbe r t of Li nda y n tiona l 

secretary. Bo t h appointments h ve been confirmed . 



EWOOD 

oOd , Ind . Ter., 
ay, F bruary 16, 1905 

3 r~o. 31 
y J . J haokelfor d • Editor 

"' R S 1 RR S 

The ol des t house i n ulphur , kno n s t he 

"Fr oman _nch , · is a out t o b oblit rated . rt 

ot th bu1ld1n has bee o n do n nd t o b l ance 

w111 be r mo ed as oon a s t he at he r per 1 t • 

i t h r egar d t o ome talk was 1 dul d i 

1 ving the house t h re a s a r elic , b ' 
1 0 

t he purchaser, oy • o k s , f r ed to do te it , 

1 aa und r toed t h t t e 

t be f a or ably 1 cline , d 

The house has 1 el _y a·ounte 

n a • r e hac k and h. r ai l fenc e 

t ould prob bly 

r a dr opped. 

to 1 ot h1 ·or e 

hio h onc e 

dorned it has been re ov d , pi c e eal, so t h there 

Ould b c ons i derable or conn cted it th cleani ng 

u ot t he pren''.ises befor e it could b rendered. uf-

1 'lJ " rt1at i c ~ t o war rant i t s cont i nued existence . 



The ho e, or cabin, s built bout t hirty 

7 ar ago b 1 0ah eel, an inter- arried Choota , 
D•1n-la of ex-Gove rnor .. rarris o a th fi rst 

Chief executive f t he vh io sa n tion . 1 el had 

Just . rrie and brou t . is bri t o t hi s ne ho e, 

where he established t e only co r anoh in t his 

•1o1n1ty, the neare t ones bein at old 'ill Creek 

and Paul Valley . L ber at t his ti e as v r y 

high and scarce, and l.e.el constr ucted t he l ouse out 

ot poles, h ic h ere plentiful . 

e lived here bout si x or s ven years , hen 

he sold to . erry ro1 n . Fro resided her e o l y a 

hort t1 e hen h remov d to ynne ooa . e ol his 

1nt rest in t he land to t he vulphur t o n · t e co pany , 

ot hioh ~ ol . n ed o 

It wa in t 1 

a 1 l l J s 

e r t hat th . hi t e 

Ian, now the ! rk hotel) as b 11 • ~h r 

o or thre lou s near by H .. e th hot 1 

• ote • ~~e follo 1 year c. . 1 e er 

* 
hur 

re o ly 

s c n-

At t is time a n 1e ¥.:1 g a li vi i n the 

lroman" house an sino t hen t be oocupi e 

ariou parties , until t is inter t been v· c nt 

d solld to t ov r n nt • 



• 1 0 

D 

t 

1 4 

c 1 r 

o b r 

0 • 1 

0 

• 

t 

t 

• • 
• 

r r • 

... 



no 

1 

0 

• 

• 

• 

.o 

0 • 

t 

t , 



0 r 1o o .. n o 

1 

1 

1 t 

0 • 

• 1 • 
0 

t 

1 1 

r • 

•· 

0 



t 

r 

• 

10 

• 

0 

• 
• 

I 



• 1 r 

• 



•I would DOt expre a a preterence as to the 

ot etehood we want. ersonally, I see good 

t both sin l an double statehood. but 

I will t ay Juat now hat I want in that ins. 

I will 7t however, e u stion is o 1 our 

p to think along oliti cal lines, nd it ill 

to meet in con-v ntion n 1 cus ya 

n ot etatehold.' 



!BE SOUTH McALESTER CAPITAL 

South McAlester, I. T. 
Thursday, September 14 , 1905 
Vol. 12 No. 40 
u. s. Russell, Editor 

EDITORIAL ON MESSAGE OF D. H. JOHNSTON 

Tishomingo , 

Sept . 8 . 

, Gov. D. H. J ons ton ' s annual meesage to the 

Chickasaw legislature was read yesterday . I t is 

likely the last mess age that will ever be read t o 

a tribal legislature. The document is a strong one , 

liberal in views and of great int erest to both 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nat ions , as their holdings 

are in common. 

After expla i ning his position on the deed 

muddle and recalli ng t he fraudulent citizenship 

victories scored, the gov ernor says in part: 

REMOVAL OF R STRIC TIO S 

I am firmly convinced tha t the t ime has 

arrived when the best i nterests of our pe ople de ­

mand that the restrictions of adul t members of our 



tribe as to the sale of their surplus lands , be 

wholly removed. 

Under presen t conditions our people are 

entangled in th~ mes hes of intricate and complicated 

laws which many of th em do not and cannot understand 

and thus readily become the prey of speculators and 

grafters. They can s ell only certain portions of 

their surplus lands at certain times, after the 

issuance of patent s t and the more i gnorant of them 

are now surrounded by designing persons, who inveigle 

them with leases and contracts of sale which may not 

be valid and bindi ng . The uncertainty of the binding 

force of these transaction makes the continued cheer­

ful acquiesence of t he Indian an i mportant element 

in the mind of the speculator and he t herefore 

establishes and maintains close relations with the 

Indian he is deali ng with . The time and money thus 

necessary to be expended is charged up to the Indian 

to be taken into consideration in the final settle­

ment. The result wi ll inevitably be that , when the 

day of settlement arr ives , the Indian will realize 

nothing of substantial value and his land will be 

gone. 

Furthermore under this system the rewards 

t ultimately owning the l ands which can be sold 



trom time to time will be enjoyed only in the most 

instances , by t hose having the inclination to main­

tain their influence , by questionable methods , over 

the more ignorant and susceptible of our people 

throughout the years preceeding the arrival of the 

time when titl e can be given . 

Again, a side from the conditions above set 

out , in the sale of the lands in the small and dis­

connected tracts permitted by existing law , the real 

value of the land cannot be commanded . The largest 

tract of land t hat can be sold by an allottee , under 

the law as it now stands , is one- fourth of the sur­

plus lands, one year after the issuance of patent, 

or forty acres. If this land could be sold in acreage 

large enough f or farms , the highest possible land 

values could be commanded at the hands of actual 

settlers, who would flood our country with money for 

homes and with laudable ambitions to do their part 

~oward the development of the country , if permitted 

to acquire lands sui table for their purposes . 

By thus di sposing of their sur pl us lands at 

tair prices and r eceiving t he money therefor in sub­

t htial amounts our people ould be en bled to 

improve their homesteads and t hus the highest pur-



poses of the goveriiDlent would be attained . 'rhe surplus 

lands of our people would pass for a fair value , not 

into the hands of the· speculators or graft ers,. but to 

those who would develop them and tfuus add to the weal t h 

Of the future State and What is Of importance to us , 

our people would be relieved from the clutches of those 

who seek to secure ~hat t hey have by pandering to 

their vices and weaknesses , and made independent and 

self-supporting . 

The act of congress recently passed providing 

tor the removal of r estrict ions of adult citizens of 

the Five Civilized Tribes has been of no benefit to 

our people. It has, rather , been the means of in-, 

creasing the power of t hose w11o would plunder them . 

Under the pretex~ of assisting them in having the 

restrictions removed , rendering services and paying 

expenses in connecti on therewith , t he speculators and 

grafters have been enabled to further entangle more 

ignorant of our people and to thus force them into 

further unconsc ionable contracts designed to ulti ­

mately acquire the ir surplus lands for practically 

nothing. 

If ·t · continue the alienable present cond1 1ons 

lands Of from them in driblets our people wil l pass 

and they will have nothi ng when it is gone . If their 



restrictions, as to their surplus lands , are wholly 

removed, their lands will pass into open market and 

be bought and paid for by acutal settlers and our 

people will be freed from the power of the grafter 

and speculator. 

I earnestly recommend that you embody these 

views in a suitalbe memorial addressed to the congress 

ot the United St ates , urging that the restrictions 

upon the sale of surplus lands of our adul t citizens, 

be wholly removed . 

SALE OF COAL .AND ASPHALT LANDS 

The problem of most importance that confronts 

the Chickasaws and Choctaws at this time , is t he ad­

vantageous sale of the coal and asphalt lands, reserved 

under the toka Agreer ent and segregated and set apart 

under the Supplemental gree ent . 

In the supple .. ental agreement it was provided 

that these lands should be sold at public auction . re 

h d a voice in framing these provisions and were con­

fident that their execution would result satisfactorily , 

in every way. The experience of the world , as applied 

to such matters, has shown tpe lan of sale at public 

auotion to be th e best . 

This plan made applicable by the Atoka gree-



ment, to the sale of our vacant town lots resulted in 

the sale of the town l ots at satisfactory prices . we 

acted, in the light of this experience in providi ng in 

the Supplementary agreement that the coal lands should 

be likewise sold a t public auction . 

We are not permitted , however , to witness the 

execution of the provisions of law the framing of which 

we had a voice. Act ing entirely upon his own initiative 

and without conference with the Chickasaws and Choctaws 

and over our mo s t bitter protes t the secretary of the 

interior impre s sed congress that the Supplement ary 

agreement, in s o far as it provided f or the sale of 

our coal and asphalt l ands at public auction should 

be sold upon sealed bids under his direction . The 

auction plan syst em has proven a success as applied 

to our town lot s , and there is every reason to believe 

that it would have proven successful in the sale of 

our coal lands and asphalt lands . The plan forced 

upon us and congress by the secretary of the interior 

has proven a di s mal failure . Te are v i tally inter-

ested in the accompli shment of two ends , namely , the 

ale of our coal and asphalt lands for a price 

representing their sale before the final di solution 

t If these ends are to be o our tribal government . 



attained while our ~eople can have a voice, through 

their goverrunent and regularly constituted authorities , 

it is imperative that prompt and effective steps be 

taken at onee. Just ~1at shall be done is a matter 

ot consideration and determination by you. At a later 

date in your s ession , I shall communicate, by spe cial 

message upon the subj ect , setting forth such special 

information a s I have been able to gather , together 

with my recommendations as to what legislative action 

should be taken . 

ALLOTMENT OF SURPLUS LAND 

The Supplemental agreement provides t hat all 

surplus lands, after allotment shall be sold and pro­

ceeds distributed per capita , as the other funds of 

the tribes. When we consider what has transpired or 

rather what has f ailed to transpire relative to the 

sale of our coal and asphalt lands, it must be ad­

mitted that t he outlook for the sale of our surplus 

lands, within t he lives of the present generation , 

considering the delays that have occurred in the 

settlement of our affairs, it .i s certain that wi th 

all the Department al haste possible , our surplus 

lands would not be sold for several years after the 

tribal disolution. 



The superi or consideration is to bring these 

lands, or their f ai r value , in money , into the hands 

ot our people at the earliest possible time . 

According t o my view there are two feasible 

plans, either of whi ch would be satisfactory to our 

people. The first is to dispose of these lands , in 

bulk to the government of the United States, at a 

tair value and divide the proceeds per apita , as 

the other moneys of the tribe , and the second is , 

tailing in t hat, t o have them allotted . 

I therefore have to recommend t hat you pass 

a suitable memorial , calling this matter and the desire 

ot our people r elative thereto , to the attention of 

congress and urging that an ppropriation act be 

passed. 
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COUNTY D 00 T 

o, Johnston county, kla., 
sept., 25 , 1908 

4'1 
Ed1 tor 

On e t. 1 th 10 O'clock • ., the . eout1vo 

COJDJd.t of the Chi ek sa 1 hts s o i t on 

w • called to order b ch irm n D. • o nston. h 

roll • call ed nd :t"ollowin ra resent: 

D. • Johnston, ich r ot 1 , • • 0 1 11, lte 

Col r , • L. urr y, • • enry Gr1nsl de, 

• E. Colbert and • • irae • f t r isc f 

ar1ou matters, m t1 n 11 th t t e co tte 

journ till 1:30 • to e t in th o r 0 s • 

to th purpo~e of hold1n open oes i on. 

'l. t 1:30 p. m., the co tt e M t s in 1c t 

op a aa1on and ent into conference ith the Choc-

• pres ntet1ves, essrs ri ht, n er on, oor n 

t th1 conference no ofi e ment 

turther than en r 1 d r t th t the 

nd Chick s ws .ould k the f i ht on t 

r alo mutual lines so far 1 ht be ract1-
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THE KONAWA CHIEF-LEADER AND KONAWA TI viES 

Knowa, Seminole Co. ·kla . 
Fr1day ·Noon, Aug. 13 , 1909 
Vol. 4 No. 35 
Fredrick E. Tucker, Ed itor 

STATEMENT OF D. H. JOHNSTON 

"The dismissal of the Indian sui ts by Judge 

Campbell means mor e f or the east side of Oklahoma · 

then any thi ng that has har pened there s ince s tat e­

hood," said Hon. D. H. Johns ton , former governor of 

the Chickasaw nation , who was an Oklahoma City 

visitor Saturday •. 

"No person v.ho has no t been a resident of one 

ot the f i ve c i vilized t ribes can appreci te 1hat 

this o eans to our people . I t involved over two Mill­

ion acres of land , and the suits were f iled by the 

Uhited States government , on the claim that t itles 

to land ade prior to t he removal of restri ctions 

and prior to the abandonment of tribal relations were 

not good. During the pendency of these suits, and 

they numbered thirt y thousand, there remained a cloud 

upon the t 1 tle of the lands . .Many Indians who were afrec tea 



refused to i mprove their places and thousands oi 

men who had purchased or who had options on the land 

thus involved, permi t ted it to lie idle , which 

retarded the growth of t he country and greatly dis­

couraged investment 

"There is no question in my mind that many of 

our tribesmen r e ceived only a paltry sum for his 

allotment, but I do not believe they ere paid a 

price so very much too l ow when the transactions were 

made. Of cours e development of the count ry and the 

advent of statehood has increased the value of these 

lands, but the buyer as well as the seller took a 

chance with his eyes wide open . 

'~Anyway , I am glad the matter is settled, and 

the dismissal of the suits will have a tendency to 

show that our people were not so ignorant as the 

government supposed, and that t hey knew what they 

were doi g v,rhen they di spos ed of their lands . " 

Gov. Johns ton is one of the big men of the 

rive civilized tri~es, is h i ghly respe c ted as a 

citizen of sound judgment , and has been a firm advo­

cate for the right s of the Indian regardless of his 

tribal relations. He returned to his home Saturday 

arternoon. 
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JOHNSTON COUNTY CAPITAL- DEMOCRAT 

Tishomingo, Johnston County, Okl ahoma 
Thursday, Oct. 24 , 1 ~ 12 
Vol. 3, No. 3 
Robertson & Geers , Ed i tor s 

EDITORIAL ON D. H. JO STO 

Gov. Douglas H. Jo hnston of Emet was in the 

city l as t night nd left for his home today . The 

governor of the Chicka sa s had been to Pauls Valley 

on 'routine' business s h expr sed it . e · s id 

that he believed · ilson ould be ele cted tis fBJl ond 

he expects Ch rley Carter ' s m jority to be greater 

t han it wa s to years ago . In f ct , the governor is 

of the opini on t h t the ovember electi ons i 1 demo n­

strate that t his is democr tic ye r in ne rly 1 

the states of the union . Johnston county , he say , 

has plenty of fe ed , has good cotto n crop but a s hort­

age of porkers pr ev il in his section of t he state s 

it does in many other countries . -- Ard oreite . 
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• courts. ' ut we are recounting what has · been 

clOD , the thing hich interests us most is wh t are e 

SOl to do.?n He said th t if others had the property 

til Indiana have and were n .... allowed to use it or ere 

likely to ne r ob t in 1 t there ould be a eater 

aot1Y1 ty and he ur d each em J. or the ssociation 

to bee ecqueinted ~ ith the tr ties d to rite 

bera or congress d to induGe their fr'en s to t 

buq ·in the same work. 

r. . o urr y s speech de 1 t principally 1 th 

the lea ed d1 strict ola • h lands involved in this 

41 trtot are those ly1n bet een t e 98th and lOOth 

er1d1an west lon 1 tude and bet een the ed and can-

1811 r1 vers in south estern Oklahom and 1nolud1n 

t1 ve 8D a half 1lllons of cres. 

that this great section of oou try 

is contention is 

s leased from 

the Ch1okaaa e and Choctaws for a specific purpose 

aDd when that use to hich the land as purch ased 

• • • that the t1 tle reverted to the Indi ns. 

B tatea that the government sold these lands to 

ttlere eDl placled the oney in their o n treasury; 

at these moneys belo to the Indi ns ther• is no 

q '1on. con 
sa be says' 1 s ready to adm1 t that 
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t1ot.e\a. 

The dinner -was a splendid one and the dele­

ga'tea •re well ple sed with tbl cordi 1 manner 1n 

which they were treated. 

The Chickasaws end chocta s Who met here 

to tak part in the mess meeting called by overnor 

Johnston were very anxious to have congressm n carter 

wl~h them but the oon.gressnran had made date of 

much import·ance in .. ashington ond y and he left riday 

nisht to be in the capital when congress convenes. 

A committee cons1st1n of prominent Indian viBited r. 

Carter at hla otf1ce Friday night. n informal meet-

1ng waa ~eld and ~r. Carter s·teted to the gentlemen . 

'hat what this country needs is the enfor-cement of 

the laws h1oh congress has already passed more than 

1 t needs new le islation. The congressman stated 

that the tederal appropriation for Indi a n erri tory 

he4 grown much less each ye and the :federal 

appropr1 e.ti on grelf 1e ss ore funds were taken from 

the tr1 bel treasury. his money is t ken in a manner 

that an expert aooountan t could not determine hether 

1 t was taken tran the chootaw or Chickasaw rums. 

'!'hie taking ot tunds trom the tribal treasury 1s hat 

! ~. carter 1e interested in checking. He als:> stat d 



' he had been handicapped somewhat by let ers 

wUIIa..&.Dg in t:rom Indians Who did not unders and the 

q at1on and ose letters ere diet ed or inspired 

b7 t deral offl c1als in Ind1 Terri tory. • arter 

also stated t hat the coal d miner 1 1 nds should 

be aol.d when the demand t or this pro erty il1 justify 

th sale. That the conserv t1on1sts in congress are 

rather strong and they fight to hold the miner 1 1 nds 

or· to otter them at such f bulous pr!Lces th t 1 o buyers 

111 take them. 

11 t out takin ad j our ent for the ev ning 

m al the Indian Tre ty ights associ t1on prolon d 

their aeas1on until late t ni t. he re o1 tiona 

coamittee gave much care tot heir re ort. he reso1u-

t1ons were addressed to tbe con ess ot the ni ted 

Stat a, and expressed ·confidence in verner Johnston 

ot the Chickasaws, ov. Loo f th hoot s, on ess-

maD Charley carter d 0cott Ferris of k1 om nd 

.Tolm steph~ of ex s nd the nited s t tes sen tors r rol"l 

Oklahoma. The resoluti on sk t or the turnin over 

ot the property to those \ o re copa 1e of mana ing 

their attairs ond tor the s 1e of 11 property be on -

lnc to the Indi 8 in common and tor the distri bu-

tion ot the proceeds. The undivided roperty consists 



ot tbe coal end other mineral l ands, the timber lands 

end the various cl ms held inst the over nt. 

Bapeca1al confidence as expressed in the b111 t y of J . 

7. _c ~urray. attorney r r e association , and co1 ress 

and the de artments · e pe·ti t1oned t·o reco nize him "' the 

a'torney tor the Indian • G· ernor Johnston s eulo-

gized as the inspiration nd. guiding h8%ld or th Indians 

and he is requested o s e r.td tl e 

ten ee delegate o · the i bes 

to pay him out or tr.1 bal run 

inter in shin -

d con ess is r que ted 

d to ive h1 5 , 000 

a ~emunerat1on :f'or his e. t . servi ee d ex enses he 

hae incurred in se~vi his peo le .. o ress as a~ ed 

to make 1mmed1a te sale of the co 1 and sph 1 t 1 nds. 

Frank Bourland 11 s eo ended f r hi s ork for the 

tr1 be as deleg te to shin ton d con e.ss is 

asked to pay him 2, 500 for his rvices fr am Janu Y 

1 to July 1, 1910. qesolutions ere also ado· ted ·expres-

81D@ thanks to the people of rdmore f r their enerous 

terte nt and to the Daily J~dmoreite tor its 

ta1'thrul work itl reporti 

1 uniform courtesy. 

the proceedings d for 
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JOHNSTON c OUIJT ~ Cl. IT L- D~: ~OCR A T 

Tishomingo , J ohnston °ounty Oklahoma 
June 21 , 1923 ' 
Vol. 19, No . 44 
J.· C. Hopki ns , Editor 

OPPOSITIO J TO TRIBAL SCHOOLS 

Educ at i on of the Ind 1ans is part of the school 

problem of Oklahoma , hence there should be v- idespread 

interes t i n discussion among t he Chickasa s of a pro-
J, 

poftal to convert all tribal funds and common propert y 

to t he perpetuation o tribal schools . A l ong state­

ment from Dougl as H. J ohnst on , governor of the Chickasaws , 

indic a tes t hat t he plan is unli kely to be adopted , 

·although i t will be di s cussed at a meeting of hoc t aws and 

Chickasaws to be held June 7 . 

l t hough t he movement began with th e full- blooded 

Chic l a sa s , i t has met wi t h considerable opposition , and 

re sons for postponi ng it or def eat i ng it are set forth 

in the gover nor' s s t atement . The ct al funds of t he 

Chicka saws are at a lo i ebb , and it i s found imposs ible 

to sell remai ni ng c ornrnon proper t y , i ncludi ng coal and 

asphalt l ands to go od advant age at this time . 

These t r ibal schools ha e been suppor ted by 

annual appropr i at i ons from the tribal funds , a prac tice 



that has obta i ned since 1906 . It s eems to be advanta­

geous to t he Indians to cont i nue that method of ma intenance 
' 

under t he c ircumstanc es , although t here is a feel i ng 

among t he Ch ickasaws t ha t they pay more in proportion 

t han t he Choct aws . 

11 of t his controversy , i t may be added , only 

indirectly concerns t hose Ind ians attendi ng publ ic schools 

of the state , for which the public school funds rece i ve 

ten cent s per day per pupil , a tuit ion entirel y too low. 

T t money come s f rom congressional appropriations , and 

takes nothing from the t ribal funds . For the s ate at 

large, it would be bett er i f all I ndian c hil dren were 

in t ribal schools so long as so much Indian property is 

tax e~empt, and t he policy of congress so ni ggardly . 

That i s , of cour se , merely the financial aspect of the 

ce se. Actually it is i mportant that t he Indians ha ve 

good school s , wha tever ~he source of support . And it 

is rea sonable to assume t ha t ~. h eir development as ci ti ­

zens i s strengthened by scholast ic association with 

white pupils . -- Oklahoman . 
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c- rr C.. IT -D~ . OCR~· T 

T1abom1ngo, Oklahoma 
pt. 21. 1933 

Vol. 31, r.ro. g 
• C. Geeks, Ed1 tor 

:BI 0. I · -D <"' ·r 
(by D' v1d , u som) 

I CJnneet1on .1 th e uc tional or of the 

Indian Territory, Professor lihu • insha 

deaenes mention , h ving done much t o eleva te t he 

intellec tual inter sts of tbi por tion of the er­

r1 to;ry. 

~e wts on a t Sherid n , ndian , nd is 

a eon ot J a cob 1ns ho, r, tTho se birth occured in the 

e ys tone ("! t a te, d vho wa s of old Penn ylv nia 

ker nee s try . .e r e . oved to Ind i an in he c r Y 

da7 or it ~ develop.ent nd ther e bee me a exten-

1 Ye lend o er , 0 n ing va lua b e property end be co -

1ng a ·e e l t hy ro 1 flue ti citi zen . e m r r jed 

1 liz beth r k r, ho &lso a n· tive of 

P nnaylv ni nd belon~ed to on of t he ~ er 

111es or th~ t st . te . 

rote eor 1 h ' 0 f 
this revie~ ' co letod 



his eduoa t ion in 11'1 , a Colle e , i n Tenness e , 

here he a g d · ted in 1884 • with the de ree of 

Bachelor of r ta. Since th t time the de r e of 

ter or Arts h a bee oo f rre · upon hi by his 

a lma ma ter . hio is on o.f t e oldest s one of 

the most ell no n a d exoe lent eduo · tiona in­

stitutions in t he south . 

Af ter hi g du tion Professor ~i sha 

entered upon the ork of 1 t uc ine t hers a nd 

had c r ge of o oo in e t enn s e for 

t o ye rs, fter ich e b o 1e mbe:r of t h e 

t a cul ty of '" vo y Colle , in P vo y , Texa s . t is 

good ork t here bee me on i 1 7 . e s so-

11 ol ted t o Hccept t e posit on of princi of 

Bluomtield • mi n ry 1 P nol county, i t e Chic -

ase tioh . e co ted t he of er nd si oe 

been at the he · d of the [ Chool 1n .the osit1~- f. 

superintendent . 

loomfie d ~e ina r is n education in-

et1tut1on ma1 nt ined by the C ick su gover ent 

tor the tree h i -her educ tio of the child en of 

Ch ' ck a a c1 tizens . It s std 11sl ed b fore the 

o1v11 ar nd its pr sent Joe tion in P nol co nty, 



• 

and has been in e i tu ce for y ars. I t s or i 1 -

ell est blished b 1ssio ries from t e :re 

g nd sta tes nd irst co e t d s ission 

chool, but l a ter s pl 0 d under charge of t he 

Chiokasa over me t by h1 eh 't s sino been 

maintained under t he contr ct syate • 

The school t first h d thirty pup1 s , 

both boys nd g i . , 1 t er , ho ver, tho of 

a 1 &ions 1 c e ed to forty- f ive . 1 c 

by the Chiek s gi J ture, rov Octo er 9 , 

1876, • F . overton , over r t the ~ y , de 

it exclusively for ira hi ch it h[s since r r ui ned. 

A te years 1 ter then ber of pu ,i ich co d 

be entere s n e sed o ixty n n uild-

1ng a erect or the ceo d tio of t t ber . 

In 18 t he sc oo p o erty de troye by f ir , 

but the build1 g er t once repl · ced b L e 

and r:1ore co odi ous s tructuros . T enro 1 t 

number s ugajn i ncre sed to ei ty-f v • an 

ct of the c 1ck s L 1s ture , pprov d ctob r 

f4, 18 • • • urr is , s overnor , d Professor 

1nsha • t1nd1n it very diffi cul t to k ep the li it 

4o to tha t n . ber. 

( 

~ .) 



T ere ra t hr e departments to th e s inary. 

The music the ~Lrts d t e 11 t-er r y ,, lld e oh 1s 

i eh rge ot competent instructors . The work done 

1n the 11 terary course is of espeoi lly h 1 order , 

e bracing l a t n 1 Gr .ek , nd t e ties . The l ast 

course extending thr·o h ge·om~try . c reful and 

pra c.tio 1 ork is r equ1r d in a ll depar ents and 

the students bo h ve gr dus ted from Bl oo ield s em• 

i nary w1 t h the de r ee of l ' · ster ·of !.1 ter ture ·t ill 

compare t vor bly i n e ·, ui p- ant 1 t h thos ·e of ny 

other insti t u t ion of s i. , 1 r o r e c te r • 

There is out 1 om ield a r i r of 

cultur e nd refine n t d n t o p e e of rning 

th t never f ls to h ~e strong _l uence for ood 

over the liv of atudenta. The ohoo s one which 

the Chick s ·· s ve every e son to be pro d for 

its ork s b en of gre test v lue . 

rore ·sor 1 sh iS a very ent us i a tic 

te" cl er nd an unt r or er , G ori :for he 

upbuilding of t e e 1 ry . TT i effort be1 cro ed 

1th the gre .test success, and · is he rt iS i t he 

work nd h e ti e ess in his efforts . e h B 

dopted the branc es of study th t are not only 



beneficial but attr · ot1ve~ an contin in on t e 

lert to promote the useful ne s of th s ehoo , 

wh1o·h a s indeed be n ver i mpor t ant f ae tor i n 

adv ·nc1n cultu e nd .i nte lectu ity 1 th com­

munity in h1 oh it. is loc ted. 

s t ·d 

to - !1 . s ~., ry- -unnicutt , n t ·ve of Tenn ee , u nd 

ho wt~ eduo t in Viotori· Colle e. of that t te. 

Both t he · rofe s or · nd l 1 · fa r c n t nt 1 m­

ber of the s ooi t y of f r1 nd and t eire r l:l · t 

Christi n 1v have b n n ~u 1ficu t 0 of it 

tea chin J n ex ple ' ich ha o b y p en ted 

t he prec 3pta of t · rofe~ sor i n h i or rn.o • the 

students of t e f' e 1 - y . entl m n or ~ c ol r y 

a t t 1n ents e d broad g no · 1 oultur , he 1 

ch rm1n conv r · t1onnl1 ·t nd n rcea11 co p n1on 

nd riend , o ' n 1 reg r d · . r ev r 1S 

known , nd on \' om the Ch · c s peopl o lov • 
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