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Vol. 1, No. 27 
J. L. C ld v ell , ) Edit or s 
J. H. 1oore, ) 

• J 

P OCL.AMATION OF COLErf. COLE 

Executive Office , 

Choctaw Na-tion . 

Sept . 25th , 1875 . 

To any and all whi te persons clai mi ng Choctaw 

citizenship by b irth , or mar r iage , who have never 

brought t hemselves befor e the Choctaw ouncil to 

establish t hei r right of c i tizenship :-

Now, therefore , t h ey a r e request ed to come 

forward be fore t he Gener al Council of the Choctaw 

Nation, at t h e Capitol , Chaht a Tamaha ,. on the first 

k onday in October, 18 75 , and pr ove t heir ri ght of 

citi zenship . 

CO LID. - COLE , 

Gover nor c. N. 
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Atoka .• Chocta Nation. I . T. 
edneaday, ~ay 24 , 1 76 

Vol. 2 -------- o. 10 
3 L. Caldwell ) ,ditors 
J. • Moore ) 

ALLEN , 

Chaeta·· N ·i on ., 

:. ay 18th, 18 75 . 

Bosgy Depot, c . ! • 

Dear Sir-qeeing 1 th sorrow h 1 nguishi ng 

condition of our Nat i on, i n industries , orals and l a s , 

and knowing you to be free of person 1 prejud" ces nd 

sutf1o1ently progressive in all your i deas , ye t true to 

the interests ot your people, 1e e rn stly solici t you 

to become a candidate for ~ - rincipal C 1ief , pro 1 i s ng 

you our support and influence i n s ·ecurin your elect ion . 

espectfully, 

Tayl r Durant , 
lolin 11 on, 

· aln r, 
ox, 

• s cott, 
I. olsom, 
0 H bert, 

Your fello7 citi zens . 

James. Jerry . 
or n erry, 

Jas . Col crt , 
T . J. on , 
1. • .:!orris , 

• E . oloo , 
• • · elch , 
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Th euthoritiea of the Choctewa ere to ex m1 e and 

adjudicat the 1nd1vi ual claims before they _could call 

upon the Government tor the Net Proceed mon y , hi ch 

he neTer been adjUdicated on eooount or Peter • Pi tch­

ly.nn and his ol n working e e1rtst t. 

~e1n, the treaty ot lS55 • rticle 11th , says 

"J'ua-tlJ appreciating the secr1f1. cee, tai thful services, 

end general good oonduct ot the Choctaw p opl , nd 

be1116 desirous that their rights nd claims a a:tnst th 

United statea shell receive a just, te1r; liberal con-

1d ration, it is therefore stipulated," c. Inver 

thought -the speculator could get bet en th I di s 

and titeir money whilst the Un1 ted .state . -s our agent. 

The etoreaeid 1tohlypn is the oaus of all 

'hia delay ot the Choctaw Gov rnm t . T eth r th 

hie lawyer end lobbyists, h 1 urgi Con r e t P Y 

th whole amount ot the Net Prooeed Cl 1m into t ir 

hand • P1tohly.nn is herd at work, his ge t, his a ttor­

ney nd lobbyist are wor ing g inst us dAy nd night. 

don' t went them. e ant them to old th 1r pe oe. 

11 1a in their good ords . Their ton ues ar orko , 

a wen-t noth1ns to do with th 

u 1 ns enough both 1nd1Tiduel 

• 

, 8 

They h v injured 

ll a tion. 

Gen ral Council ot the Choct w N tion , i n 

1874, pa en act repudiating and revoking 

3 
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they not ent speculator to ,.ash1ngto.n as they did 

in 1853-4, to attend to t heir business _he J tio 

has expended about t o 1111 ous of doll rs up to this 

ate for nothing. I reh l66l, PitohlY n:l his 

clan in uoed Congress to ro riate 500 , 
' it out 

any u thori ty fr th l i on . J. e 1 o received 

250 ,000 in caab end )j:;;50,.00Q in Unite ·. · t tea bonds . 

It is sa id they sold t ·o e · ondw; t o L Co ., for 

60 ,000 . ey never id t e indi vi . u l ol 1 nts 

one cen • Th1$ ia ¢ at1 g men, omen an. children" 

e.nd shows the utterly un or h of co fid oa her .... 

f ter. 

1'r. Comingo introduce bill t t e l o t 

&ion ot Consress to ropr1 te the ·hole ·mount of 

tlle et Proo ed, tram th· t . of th en t a · rd, 

i n mo ey , to be id to t r • it hlynn . n ter 

ol m. It w s def t d . t · h n e 

·es-

• 

rke to ree. "to be ·. ·1 in bonds , t c urer 

ot he hoc tion . " This a 1 s de e t d., 137 

aga1 83. It should ave re d , y ble to e 

Choc w N 'ion, tor in ividu 

pla ed b7 the t ty. 

cl 1 nt C! " Q, s eontem .... 

tchlJnQ an his el n are op osed o the 

Cl 1m • Th1 i s vident from e1r sot on • 

t Sol1o1tor ot the Tr aaury, in relet1on 
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sdviaed the Osages to do the se.roe; to give up war as en 

amusement, end the chase as a sole dependence ror food, 

and th n they wQUld beoame ·a happy end prosperous 

people. This was their only means of preservation from 

tbe grasping habits of the white ~n. If they auld 

str1 ve tar o1v111zation ., the .American Gov. would treat 

them with greater kindness, and, though th y might 

throww away their ea le fe thers, d 11 ve in ermanent 

cabins, there was no danger of looain th 1r identity 

or name. At the end of these prolan ed f at1v1 ties, 

rriors selected for the 

purpo scorted· the dele ation to the borders of the 

Oaap country, istanoe of one hundred and fifty 

milea? During th several nignts hioh they s ent · to­

gether before part ing _!1 iseau e.s the chief t alker, 

and h did much to entertain the hole seated around 

tbeir oamp-tires, by relating wh t dventures end 

tradition h could remember. hese he con used 1th 

ota ot aboriginal hi tory. Ie ol imed th t 1 

p ople ere descended f1o a be ver, and th t th Os 

hUD r never killed that animal from r r f k1ll1 
• 

o ot the1= c n kindred. He bo sted that it his tribe 

w n~ a lar s man other·a, 1 t h d always con-

ta1 'h large t and handsomest nen in the orld; 



th \ t ta- bo e we n .r t 

Pawn ea and the Oo ob l t 

me t tor too« 'tb · t noy tll1 

aettle nte; thet th . bU 

tllan the red bla.~· w.A:v 

thtm t :rltl ·or tm.; , 

waa e b tt ~ tr n· to 

0 

h · thou 

0 

lab 
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,, the 

but 

tn 

.. tt r 

1 

ptr.l · ·t t 

Wh1 t aa, ho ·all d hi oh1ldr n. o rut tnar."a 

lt 4r1 tn Jle. til- - t · . r 

pursue o h :rn cou . . 1 

R1 r, h a ent 

01beo·n , nd s o oont1nu1n on 

1 Y r, and. . b tor: t t • rt f . 

a ••~ · mont • they l 

'!hey h 4 o vr . a1 · 1 a ·· 

t r · tt 

hat· · 

~--1 , , 

O·ri 

0 h · 

·or::;a.., .. J ... ne t 

in tety . 

h1l 

buttalo a· b · r . Oapt t · 1toh.1- n plc up 1n 

at th tron\1 r bln l>r1 'llttl . bo J' 

belo 1n to n part1ou.l t ·rs.b b 1 .t 

s1 1pp1• end h a hi duo ted t .t hoot 

ln antUOlc7J am\ t h t boy l · no on· o th 

loquent · n4 t lthtUl pr Oh r . ·o b · to 1 

'h ObOO' nat :Lon. 
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Tahlequah, Cherokee N tion, I • T. • 
Maroh 21 , 1877 
Vol. 2, No. 2. 
w. p . Boudinot , ~ditot-

BIOGR ·ICAL S til'I'CH OF E lR PITCHtYNN 

(Continued from last eek.) 

en t e war of the r bel ion co -enOed , in 

1861, the sub Jee t ot our sketch a in ashington., 

attending to public bu ines . for his people, but 

i unedi tely hur•ted home in t he hope of eso ping the 

evils of the 1 endin strife, etore l eavin 

howev r, he h d an i n.tervi w ith President incoln 
• 

and assured him of the desire to have t he Ohootaws 

pursue a neutral aourse• to whioh t he President 

assent d as tl ~ost proper one t o ad·opt un er the 

oiroum.atano .. s . But P1tc lynn ' s heart was tor t he 

union, and he made t he turther declarat ion, th tt it 

the general government. ould protect ·t he•• t h ey 

would certainly espouse its cause. !e t hen returned 

to the southwest, intending to lead t he true life ot 

a planter on his esta e in the Choctaw country. But 

the white men. ·ot Arkanaas and Tex s had already or ked 



upon the passi of t le vb.oot s• nd on reac 1ng 

home e to n a lar e part of t h w natio ready 1n­

teoted it t pirit of ebel11on . e leaded for 

the national overr. ant , d t t az rd of his life, 

denounced the con uo of th 

. a ... y stor 1 es ·ere c 1xc · t e 

of his ne 1ies; i n them 

outhern uthotities • 

o increas t n n ber 

s ona t t he 

arried sister of 

tha the r re 1d n 

thousand doll s to 

sust e.1ned , h v r 

reside t Lin oln , and 

d o t ered hi four d ed 

olitio 1s • . e 

the b st en i n the ation , 

oolonel of a r gi me t o .i lit ry r 

s 

d after 1 ot hi 

ot t e h ata' s; but t 1i .J d 1 not p v 

d chi ef 

t 0 

or t r e l 1 Q l 1 e , s 1 11 a 1 n s in 

t 1e nation, fro j ·nin the onteder te l • .de 

h lt re 1ned Union d ' r · t ent· r ar. 

_ ot only had any loo al 1 t io of honor b e 

conferred u on i n times p at , but h h d long ~ 

been loo e upor by 11 t 1 Chocta ~ s their 

principal teachers in r 11 1 us a c tional 

m tters, as t .1 ir p ·1o opher a d t it ful friend, 

d al o as the best ma to represe t t e ir cl 1m 

inter st a deleg te to sh in ton. He h d 

I 3 



UDder cultivat i on , j us t b tor e t he r ebellion , 

bout s i x hundred acr s f l and , nd owned over one 

hundred s l aves ; a d t hough he annually taised good 

orop of cotton · nd .corn he f oun t he m rket f or 

them too far of f, nd was be i nni ng to devote 11 

his attent i on to the r a i sing of ca t t l e . Hi s o n 

stook a nd of hi nei hbors s of c urse a prize for 

t he Conte r t es , ho took ev ryt h1n , n l e ft th 

country 1 os t esol te . en t ho . nc1pation 

Proclamat i on ap e r d , he ac uiesc e ith uta m· r r, 

manag i s ell s h c oul d i n t he r duced cond it1 n 

f is aff rs ; nd a t er t l e r , h o ga i n 

solicited t o vi i t ;a i n to as a 1 gate , i ioh 

capacit y he s assi gned t he ch rge of a clai m for 

unp 1d treaty oney of s ever al 1111on of dol lars . 

n addr ess t t h de i Yer- d a 

Pr esident t t he h ite Io se i n . ' 

el e ate b tor · tho 

s o ented 

upon a t the t e s exo din y touch! nd eloquent; 

and cer t a in speeche s t t he ma e befor e congress i onal 

oomm1tt1es in 1868 , nd especially a[ es t · a t he 

del1v r ed in 1869 before a delega ion of Quakers, 

oalle to ashi ngton b y resid nt Gr an t fo r consult ation 

on our · Indian affairs, plac ed 1m i n the for emo t 

rank ot orators. 
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a could be described. To speak in general ter.ms, it 

term the south east quarter of what is called the Ind­

ian Territory. It 1e about a hundre miles lon by 

one hundred and thirty ide, torm~ng an elongated 
' 

square; and while the Arkansas nd c anadian ivers ound 

1 t on the north, 1 t join.s the "t e te ot Ar kansas on the 

east, and the Red River and Tex s bound it on th 

south and west. These two nations no living in alli­

ance, consider themselves much more fortun te no t han 

they were in the 'old country, ' the design t1on hioh 

they love to apply to 1ss1ss1pp1. The·r form of 

government is si lar in ell p rtioulars to that of 

the states of the Union. hile it i~ true th t th 

rebellion had a damaging effect upon their ffairs , 

it cannot be long before t hey ill be B stored to 
' 

their tormer prosperous condition. Th~y adopted nd 

uppart d betore the war a system of h t they called 

"Deishborhood schools, as well s ae in ries, taugh t 

tor the most part by ladies from the ew England 

Statea, and intended to attord the children a primary 

oour ot instructions and tit them tor the colleges 

8D a m1nar1e in the states, to which any up1ls 

h T hither been annually sent. The rime mover in 

all h educational enterprises as col. 1tchlynn, 

I I 
I 'i ~ 



and 1 t •• now one ot the leading desires or his heart 

that the goOd lady teachers, ho ere driven orr by 

the war would either return them.sel Tee, o:r that others 

like them might be sent out trom N England . rn this 

opinion, ·these tee.obere ~ ere the best ·C1 t1 zens of t e 

Chootaw nation~ 

The New England clergyman also re t .he Choc­

taws indebted f'or their best translations ot the scrip­

tures and other rel1 .g1ous books. The1~ sohool sys-

tem, b1ph was eminently prosperou.s until int erfered 

w1 th by the rebe·llion, . we.s founded 1~ 1842. p to tl1 t 

date the. general_ govern.; ent undertook to educate tbat 

people, and the fUnds set aside tor the purpose were 

used by designing men for their own ben.er:t t . itch ... 

lynn · ell knew that he l auld have to f1 gh t an un crupu­

loue opposition, but have the sehool tund transferred 

trom the United s t a te.s to the Choctaws . After many 

delays, he obtained an 1nt.erv1.ew i th John a. s pencer, 

then secretary of ~ar, and as perm! tted to tell hi s 

story. The ceoretary listened at tenti've·ly as ml.lch 

pleased and told the chief he should have an 1nterv1ew 

with the President, John Tyler. The speech which he 

then delivered in the fhite House and betore the c binet. 

wa pronounced wonderful by those who heard 1t. It 



o 1 te 11 oo ~ ~''•d th den • ho e 1 1 te 

ord a that P1 lynn ' ug ·atton shoul 11 ,e rr1 

The eoret 7 ·tb.Uy co p 1" t ~ b ·h 

ol rke ot the ! 1141 n ot tlc 1 tt 4 t th · 

nilbt t neee • ry p • · h a n p . , 

• 1 4, ana dulr delSv r .• ·. 1 to lpn 1 · ton. 

1th t1J1,n color • ent · s one .o t · 1n 

th • on re ch1n t 0 o t ooun y • h hon r 

th all the ett nt1oD his · opl. h t oonf r~ 

n ·a aubaequen' ourt.b at · llt h · . · 1 v.ere or t1on 

ot remarkab~ b utr en4 po er 1 Sn ioh h · r o · it l d 

\he h1atory ot tb 1r • . 10 tro · Q • · .l 

t r: • o bl tb 1r subse uent tri 1 • t 

be oontent in 1;h 1r ne b , ·and n .et fo:rtll 

t e lensth is vie s on tl .bj o n i s 1 

due 1on1 tb wbol ot to h , to nu · t rticu-

1 , w re baequen · l a4o»t d. h ' · C or 

1 v.nd r the ne arran nt n ed. o t c C'>· r -

t '1 ot War& rr that year ,. until de · tb ot 

c. er, th t w1 4 r lov o t 

mor devote4 rr1 ·n t ter 1 to -

1 

("To be oont1nue4.) 
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• P. BOUDI OT Editor 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF PE R PITCHL .. 

(Continued trom last week.) 

Like the fore going in spirit i s this little 

story about the Hunter of the s un. The Chocte s ere -----
alw ya a grateful peo le, and once after enjoying a 

ri c harvest of the sweet aize, they h ld nation 1 

couno11, and their leading prophet desc nted at e t 

length upon the be uty of the earth> ttributed the 

blea 1ng they enjoyed to the sun. hey kne th t the 

great luminary came from the east, but no _e of the 

had ever found out ha t became of it h n it p ssed 

beyond the mountains at the close of day . "Is t here 

not, " said the pro_ het, "am.on all my peo le single 

rior ho will go upon a long journey end f i nd out 

het becomes or the sun'?" Then 1 t as th t youn 

rr1or named Ok-le-no-wa, or the tr vellcr , arose nd 

a1 , "I will go and try to find ou t the . sleep in pl ce 

ot th sun, end it un u coeaaful 111 neve r turn. '' 



Ot course, the se.d4e~Jt mourner tbt\ t he lett behind wa.s. 

the girl he loved, and to whom he had presen'ted a belt 

ot scarlet ampum. fter many years the traveller 

returned to the region ot his b1rth, but so m ny ohan es 

he.d ~aken place that he f 'elt himaelt a stranger to the 

people. The only person \llho ·eemed to :re emb~r .any-

thing about the exploit as a very old oman, an although 

she as really the girl he h d loved in hi youth, she 

talked a great de 1 b ut the long lost Ok-1 -no- a, 

and laul)l-ad at tne i ea. as fool1sh th t be · nd the old 

man present ore the a. ·he old an .sp en.t the entire 

inter in telli th people ·about the ide pr iries 

and high mount ina he h d crossed, bout the strange 

men end animals he h d seen, ·end th t "han th<' sun ent 

out ot s1 gb. t in the evening 1 t al aya sank into a blue 

sea; but the old woJUan oul not listen, and rem ined 

1n her cabin counting the, amp in her belt; and hen 

spring came the old man (\1 ed • and as buried in the 

mound ot :r un-1-wa1-ya, ·end . be tore the end of the corn 

planting moon the a~d amen also died, and was buried 

by her loving friends by the side of k-le.-no- a in the 

mound or un-1 - .·a i-ya. Jnd when the Indiana ee the 

bright clouds gathering round the sun. they think of 

the hunter or the sun and of the girl he loved, ith 

her belt or scarlet wampum. 
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STAR-VI JDIC '_TOR 

McAlester, I nd . Ter . 
March 17, 18 7'7 
Vol. 4 No. 6 
McPherson, Editor 

EDITOR I OF GR McCURTAIN 

Bon . Gr een ~ccurtain , scho ol t r ustee f or · 

t h is di s t ri c t , was i n town t h i s week and gave t he 

Star-Vi ndica tor a call . 'r . ' cCurt i n i s a young 

man of more than ord inary a bili t y , and pr omise s 

at no dista nt d y to t ake a l e ad i ng pos i tion i n 

the Na tion • • e is mak ing a f ai t hf ul and effic ient 

school tru s t e e , a nd ith the expe r ience of a f e 

years of publ ic life wi l l be compe t ent · t o fi l l with 

credit any office to hich h is co untry may call 

him. 
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the ne i ghbor hood tha t 1e so fortun te in securing 1a 

aerTices . us we a re s t 1s t 1ed his e u~ls are fe • superiors 

none, as r egards be i ng a gentl em n nd t a cher . 

·i t h After t · e exami ne tion ., Profes.sor ~olmes , 

capt. P1tohlynn to interpret~ de a speech 'tha t s pres­

aing us , . o r our feeli . s , bout our i ner t ness. but. a fter 

cons1der a tlon , nd knowing 1 t to be true '-' nd e uil ty·, 

we oan•t nd on't cop · in . but ill try nd profit by 

hee4 1ng his dmoni tion before. n t . s~ession . 

Af t er Prof ~ olm .. s ~ Judge s . P . Jlfelson nd Capt. 

Pi tcbl ynn spoke 1n our l E..~ngu ga on "he i mportant subj ct 

ot educa tion , nd extolin rof . no es' unce eing ener gy 

and inev1 t ble sucee s . 

'e re buitding a goq9 so oolhou e , nd . s there 

1& no other school in t hi s country , ill ..,t te , for 

t he benefit ot o r peopl , t l t the a is no be tter pl a ce 

to send their children th~ n the J ount in school ; country 

healthy , bo rd che p , ! nd should e ucc ed i n gett1n 

Prot. ol mes ga n e 1 1 s y , a number one te ·cher , ho 

know tnd a t tends to his bus ine c pro ptly, i i t hout a vor 

or at:recti on . 

e endorse the course u ~opt d y the · on . Green 

ccurtain in having a gener 1 e · mina t i on of te chers . 

Let• have goo d u 11t' 1ed te ch rs, fewer sch-ools nd 
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ATOKA INDEPENDEl\TT 

Atoka, Choctaw 
October 12, 
Vol. 1, 
w. J. Hemby 

Nat ion, I . T. 
187? 

No. 12 
Edi tor 

lvlESSAGE OF COLE.lvlAN COLE 

To the Senators and Representatives 
of t he Choctaw Na t i on 

Gentlemen: 

Executive Dep artment 
Chahta Tamaha 
October , 187 7 

I have the honor to enter upon the last 

year of my las t term of of fice as Principal Chief 

of the Choctaw Nat i on , and I congratulate myself 

upon having no apologies to mare or any excuse s t o 

offer for having fai led to dis ch arge an of i t s trusts 

to the best of my ability s ince I last met ith you. 

Gentlemen, you have as sembl ed as the l egi slat ive 

branch of the Choct aw Goverment , to dedicate your ­

selves to t he var i ous dut ies and respons ibilit ies 

with which you have be en entrusted . Cons cious as 

you are of t h e ma gni tude and importance of t ese 

trusts and t h e labor r equired to administer them with 

impartial jus t ice, it i s confident i all y believed that 



you will be found not want ing in a proper concept ion 

of what the exigencies of the time demand - nor in 

the courage necessary to enact such laws as will be 

sufficient to p rotect every citizen of the Nation , 

and to enforce that which is ri gh t under any and all 

circumstances. 

Gentlemen, I may be per.mitted to exp ess the 

hope that your session will be characteri zed by 

harmony, wise council and generous charity, and that 

your labor will so promote the general welfa re as to 

entitle you to the blessings of God, and to the gr a ti-

tude of the people you represent. It is with feelings 

of profound pleasure t hat I c ongr a tula te you on t he 

domestic and social prosperity and tr nqui l ity of our 

beloved Na tion . 

The Choctaws are a peaceable, independent and 

happy people, whether poor or rich, as evinced in the 

good order which has prevailed in our Na tion . No 

disturbance has been reported whic h has not been 

promptly met and sup ressed by the local authorities. 

Yet at no previous council h ve the public necessi t ies 

ot the Choctaw people more thoroughly demanded prudent 

end careful legislation; but t 1 e practical experience 

Which you have had, many of you in conduc t ing legislative 



business for forty years past, will enable you to 

proceed at onoe intelligently with the work before 

you. 

I am in hopes you Will be pleased to take the 

treaties and int ercourse laws of the United States for 

a guide in preparing your laws, as it is necessary for 

them to be in perfect co nformity therewith. 

It became necessary for me to go to Hosholat.ubbee 

District in J"uly last, to look after some matters of 

National concern. Compliance with sections 7 and a, L 

article 5 of the constitution required t hat I should go . 

I went, after which I heard many false reports which 

were made none the less false by certain obscure bull­

dozing points, trying to make it appear that certain 

Choctaw citizens had fled the country through fear of 

the visitation of the executive vengance, malice and 

prejudice upon them; but t he martyrs were all fictitious. 

There seems to be an abiding and growing disposition 

there to ignore the holding of our lands in common, 

and to regard it r ather as individualized . I would 

uggest that all the restraint be thrown around our 

people that is necessary to correct this evil. We 

cannot divide our lands in severalty without destroy­

ing our Nationality. 



The circulat i on of a seditious petition in 

Mosholatubbee District to have t he railroad torn up 

seems to require that I should refer the att er to your 

honorable body, for such is detrimental to the peace, 

interest and welfare of the Choctaws . 

I respectfully recommend that the practic~ 

with and among some of our citizens of leasing lands, 

laying off town lots, surveying land, marking trees 

or laying off boundary lines or otherwise compromising 

the rights of our treaty stipulations and our local 

laws and regulation, should be stopped at once . 

I think our cons titution ought to be changed 

so as to give the l aw of ficers the right to remove 

those accused of conspiracy against the government 

for trial beyond the influence and power of conspir­

ators wherever such combinat ion exists, to the end 

that conspirators against the public pe ace and order 

may be brought to justice. Any remedy to correct 

this evil in the ~ation, growing more and more every 

year, Will receive my hearty co-operation . 

I am pleased to say to rou that t he several 

boards ot commissioners have with commendable zeal 

labored to accomplish the great work entrusted to 



them under the acts of the Gener al Council creating 

the court of cla i ms, etc. B t the law for holding 

the court of cla i ms expired by limitation , and the 

oases of individual cl aimants have not been completed . 

Reports of the commi ssioners at last council estimated 

that it would require n extension of one more months 

time, and I recommend t hat extension . 

It is especiall y necessary that the Choctaws 

east of the Mississippi river should be noti fied and 

their interest protected as well as th at of those who 

are here. 

I would respec tfully cal l your attention to 

our claLm against the Unit ed St ates , known as the net 

"Proceeds Claim," which has been pending for many 

years to the great detr i ment of our individual citizens 

as well as our Nation. I earnestly hope that you 

may be able to so shape l egislation that you will do 

oredit to yourselves and fully meet the expectations 

or your constituency. 

At the ne xt session of c ngress let us send 

some good, honest ma n ·t hat will do good or 1 is people , 

to look after this cl aim. The Cho ct a people are 

tired of the old delegation, just as much as the members 



of congress are. Th e members of c ongr ess do not 

underst and what t he old delegat i on mean h en they call 

upon the United Stat e s t o a propri at e t e hole ount 

of the net Proceeds Fund , and the whole interest from 

1859 up to t he p r e sent t i. e , and pay i t to them . The 
"" 

I tl 

treaty of 1855 says , "After s ati sfying the just liabilities 

of the tribe, t he remainder to be held in trust as 

general Choctaw f unds , yi elding annual interest not 

less t han f i ve per cent . per annur , and the i nterest 

only payable every ye ar for school purposes , and to 

promote t he welfar e and happ i ness of t he Choctaw people 

and their des cendants . 

The b i l l s l i ch have been introduced into congress 

from time to t i me s ince 1855 , more than twelve ti es , 

looking to t he payment of this claim , have all recognized 

the validi ty of t he c l a i m; in fac t its validity has been 

constantly reported upon f avorabl y by the .committee of 

congress of both houses , bu t t he appr opriation has been 

Withheld, because the old del egation ins i st upon the 

money being pa id to th em. The treaty of June 22d , 1855 , 

article 11 and 12 pl a i nly says t hat t he indi vi dual claim­

ants must have the f irs t money app r opriated , and not t he 

old elegation, their l awyer s , l obbyi st s , etc ., leaving 



no room for controversy. Hence these bills have been 

as regularly defeated as t hey have been i n troduced . 

And now the old delegation are sk i ng congress that 

an aot may be passed giving the court of claims of 

the United States jurisdiction over the subject 

(when no one is disputing the cl aim) with the 

instructions to the court to ascertain what amount 

is due the Choctaws under the provisions of the 11th 

and 12th articles of t he t r ea ty of 1855, proposing 

to make an appropriati on accordingly and authorized 

the Secretary of the Treasury to pay to the authorities 

ot the Nation; but even tha t has been defea ted. 

In the year 1833, when the land of the Choctaws 

East of the Mississippi river came into market , the 

United States took the indi vidual perpetual homestead, 

which they held under t he treaty of 1820, and sold it 

to the highest bidder, and put the money into the 

United States treasury; now t h i s is wha t the individual 

claimants ere t r ying to ge t, and i f there are any of 

these individual cla ims v'-: ich cannot be es tabl i shed 

and identified before the court of clai ms of the 

Choctaw Nation, then they re to be i nvested a s 

General Choctaw funds : ._r r:lding an annual i n terest of 

not less than 5 per cent. per annum f or educational 



purposes, and to promote the welfare and happiness 

ot the Choctaw people and their descendants. Thera 

is no such idea in the treaty of 1865 as appropriating 

the net proceeds Funds, and the whole interest, and 

pay it over to the old delega tion, their l awyers, 

lobbyists, etc. 

It is well known and admitted on all sides 

that the individual cl a i mants must all be paid before 

one dollar can be collected or invested as general 

Choctaw funds. It makes no difference whether the 

amount due the individual be large or small, it must 

be paid to them, and their receipts taken for the 

same. · 

The treaty is the paramount law of the land, 

and its obligations must be met in good faith . 

I would most respectfully invite your attention 

again tb the necessity of building a good substantial 

National jail at some point as near t he center of the 

Nation as possible. Your good sense precludes the 

necessity of my dwelling upon the importance of such 

an institution. 

I respectfully recommend that provision be made 

for the appoint en t of four additi onal national light-



horsemen. All that is nece ssary is to put t he ward 

"ten~ ins t e ad of the ward "six" in the fi r st section 

of the act appr oved Oc t ober 20 , 1860 . 

I recommend t hat all i mpr ovement s made in 

the nati on by non- e i t i zens ~'ho have to 1 eave the 

country by re ason of their lic enses or permi ts 

being revoked , s h all f all or belong to the ~at ion , 

and ought to be s ola to the h i ghest Chocta bidder 

by the nati onal light- horsemen by orde r of the 

Principal Chief, upon due noti ce of the time of sale , 

and t he procee ds devoted to nat i onal purposes . 

I recommend t ha t an a ct approved Oct . 26 , 1857 , 

to prevent t he i nt r oduction of liquors in the Choctaw 

Nation be made to cover J amaica g i nger , Mi ssouri cider 

bitters, or any oth er drink or beverage that is 

intoxicating . 

It has bec ome necessary to take further action 

upon the te rms and conditions upo n whi ch white persons 

are to ent er t he Cho c t aw country and re ain here , 

The permit l aw has been deci ded by th e Secret sry of 

the Interior on t he 27th of Augus t l ast to be null and 

void; to which decis i on Vi e are commended t o render 

implicit obedience, &nd f rom w i ch t er e i s no appeal 

except in that of a leg i t i ma t e ar gument fo unded upon 



our rights of self-governmen t, as guaranteed to us 

by the treaty of 1830, and re-guaranteed by all 

subsequent treaties. 

The decisi on as it stands says : "The very 

principles upon which our government is founded, 

/ 

not only bars our rights to regulate in our legislative 

capacity the terms upon which white persons shall 

become a part of our communi;y, but it actually 

absolves our own c itizens from any allegiance to 

the Nation in its governmental capacity in that it 

recognizes the employment of white persons by our 

citizens as be ing i n t he tern1s of the treaty a 

permit for them to r emain among us . Does t he 

treaty give our c i ti zens this privilege and power 

without respect, and defiance of our government? 

I think not. Though if we cannot exercise jurisdiction 

over white persons' i n tercourse with us e cart unly 

oan exercise jurisdiction over our own intercourse 

With white p ersons. Our citizens must not be per­

mitted to introduce wha tever white persons they please 

Without obligation or responsibility to the government . 

We cannot expect to do as we please , as indivi uals, 

Witn that which does not belong to us • I f I use 



that which belongs to others I ought to ay for 

what its use is worth to n::e. This is an i mportant 

subject, and much available funds may be derived out 

of its proper managemen t, wh ich should be payable in 

current money, and devoted exclusively to school 

purposes. - This pe rmit business ought to form a 

department of the government and have a head to it. 

I take pleasure in informing you tha t the Eas t ern 

Boundary has been surveyed nd a large number of 

acres computed to be due us, and it only rema 1ns for 

u~, to send some capable and faithful person to 

Washington and secure an appropriation fron the 

congr ess of the United States sufficient to satisfy 

their i ndebtedness to us on t his question. In its 

present condition the settlement of the matter appears 

simple enough . 

The progress and history of t he suit against the 

railroad will be furnished you by the articul r 

officials having charge of the case. I have seen 

enough of the case to satisfy me that the Nation will 

receive quite a_large er ount fro this source. 

I should be glad to sec Jnd your efforts to 

establish another boarding school at Armstrong Academy 



Under the old l aw of f i ft y s t udents , wi th an annual 

appropriation of $5,000. I t hi nk we can me et the 

demand and we ought to try i t . 

Pre-eminently among the i m·ortant trus ts of 

the Nati on to be cared f or by the General council 

are its educational i nterests. Something should 

be done to brealc down the di sincl i ne tion on the 

part of parents to ava i l themse lve s of the advantages 

of common schools; and so e of the ost strenuous 

efforts s hould be made t o su ply the ne ed of additional 

facilities for carrying on our schools. L t us try 

and arrange it s o t hat every youth i n the l and shall 

be a t school ten m nths in t he year. 

Let us try and be able t o ~ y our teac ers 

promptly. Let t hos e entrus ted with school funds for 

care and disbursement be held t o a s trict accountability , 

and all of ficial malf easance be pr ompt l y punished . 

Let our scho ol o .~. fic e rs be exen l ars in society. 

I hope your very best memb ... rs will be pu t on the 

Committee on schools. Your ef f or t s t o a v noe the 

educational i nterests of the at i on shal l re ce ive my 

warmest encouragemen t. 

I heartily rec on~end t h t you ma e sui table 

Provision for having a balance shee t rade of t he 



finances of the Nation, that we may know our 

pecuniary standing. 

If at any tiine during t he session some subject 

should occur to me which would seem to require legis­

lation, I will make it known to you in a special message. 

Hoping that you will leave nothing undone f or 

the good of the Choctaw · eople; that nothing will o 

occur to mar the harmony of the sessi on or prevent 

our joint and united action for good, I am very 

respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

Coleman Cole, 

Principal Chief, 

Choctaw Nation. 
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and general interest ot our people in common. 

I no prooeed to comply !th t t duty. But 

b tor I proceed t rther suffer e to a , that I c _ 

but in dequately xpr ss the h nkful e otions of my 

h art , when I att pt o t te t at er 11 t e 

xtraordinary and unc lled tor tr1 la throu ·:;h i ch 

our nation has been o 11 d t p s • th t o nati nal 

autonomy remain fir and uns aken; th t all our 

treaty stipulations 1th t e u. L . vemment ntand 

e solid and un1mp red at y ime in t e pa t , 

and may God in 1s n 1 te meroy 1 t the e ain o. 

It also afford 

th gener 1 rel t on 

e uch pl r to t te th t 

et en our ation and eoplc 

thos ot t he it d State and its o1ti zens, nd al 

our slat r nations and tr1 

tr1eD4ly oh r oter. 

are of he os pe,oe 

d 

/) 0 
'}-

The preserv t i on of p ace 1 as neoess r y t our 

1 1l1za,1on as the enactment or is • 

Le' the 1 be vigorously anforoad a 1nst th 

as , and peaoe and ha piness ·111 fo low in its tr in . 

In th resources ot perso 1 wealth I happy to 

h t our peopl h ve e.de a oo end bl 1nore s , 

I r sr t to stl:te that o 1ng to t he XC siv 

1 drought i n th e rly part of the se on t t 



~ur corn e:rop of the pre.sent year 111 be ater"iall y 

damaged throughout th ,ajor portion of the rla.t1on; 

notwi thstandin I do not. apprehend se ious consequences , 

as our cotton crop bids fair to .,urpass e.ny e have 

made t o:r .e. n bel.- of y.e . J:ts . 

It is exceedingly ,gre.t1ty:tng tor· me to inform 

rou that the anita.ry con·dition ot our co\.Ult:ry r·o%' 

'he p as t year ha been r m rka'bly .good ,. 'l"hou 1 t 18· 

w1 t h the mos pro ound sorro nd re.gret . h . t ! relate 

the death ct our lam.nted friends and fello · oit:i zE?ns , 

the Hou , Crittenden Emmit rk1ne and the l:Ioz>:. ylvester 

Williams . 

on the 25th of Feb;;ruary •. 1875, in the Con~e of 

the United State , on mot1en of tbe Hon. D. • Vorhee . , 

resolut i ons ere passed that a eo tte-e b appo·1nted 

'o v isi t the several Ind ian ations an tribe • tor 

oerta1n purposes the e1n specified. 

These resolutions, accompanied by- · emo:ri 1 to 

he uongress of the Unit d ~tates, I have t e honor 

h rewith t o t r ans it for yo r 1nute 1n~pect1on . 

The Nat ional couno1l during 1 t .s last annual 

e a1on en oted 8 1 w re'q 1r1n the { eeutive to appoint 

f1Te Commissioners on the par t of the Choot , ation 

o 111 oonventlon like n be:r ot Ohiok:as ws to 



be appo nted by t g vernor t ereof , hos e duty it 

hould be t o determi e the pOlitical st tus of the 

persons of Mr can des nt , t7 0 e e :f'o erl 1 ves 

ot the Choota a d Chick s ople . 'I1his c nve t1on 

met in pursua.no or l a in the o1m nf Caddo , I . . .. 
and their entire otion in ,the pre 1ae I h ve he honor 

to submit to your superior consider t ion . 

Pursuant to the invit ion of' th t en Prinoip 

Chief of the Ohcro ea a 1 n n int conf erence 

ot the Tario s tribes of th In 1 '.:'er itor eld 

at Eufaula Creek 1ation, 27th. ~h object of n i oh 

was to take into the consid r tion t he 

which t1re ten he ro p rity of ur o 

And likewise on the l st or J uly last 

n ers 

on country. 

ther convention 

was held ot like ch oter t the fore said 1· ce for 

similar purposes . 

In my h ble jud ent oonventio s of uch ch r c r 

ar essential ly necessary, the afford e needed o por-

tunity of c onterr1n upon variouo o ic incide t to our 

tur prosperity, and of pre erving intact our preoent 

nationality. 

T.h y aot as a medium tor the int roh -e or ideas 

'hat 7 possibly be oonduoive to our neral elf re . 

pr • nt1ng in the near future any turther inv sion . 



r a t pted olonization upo our eommo o in, by 

... o a deeper te d reckl s p r on 

ct chemes ot the o net rio 

re e r oon­

o raet r, to 

uoo satully aooom lia their ·abolio 1 p po • 

In coord c 1th r ol 1 n p s a 

o r 1ntermed1 te r·enec ul. t, noth 

nat ional con ent o o s 1 r oh r c er 111 l d 

a't Eutaul * Ore k ~ tion t ·e r ~onday in • 1880 ' 

o er to t ke in aonsidei· i on s 

if:f:use ,;.) ch 1 de :;1_ as y t en e d 

th. tuture protec tion t v~ h d 

I woulc tno ·t re pe .ful l e nd t 

ppropr1 tion b de · y 0 . nc l. t y 

ot t he dele teo• e 

millS oonve 0 ; as t ou t ... 

aula many of be per.o il r · e 

liquidated Irom the pr1 te P r t t i ized 

el 'ea. 

On the 7 h July l I t itt d r1 en 

1oation to the Han. · eor t ry of h rior, 

ton D. C ' re u cting t or 1 i ,Jly , 

oontry kn wn e.s the e sed d1 triot s 

t by oitizen of the Gh t . d t 1 

N tions. He authorized the Hon . C01 saioner 



Indian ~f irs to repl t ereto, 

( n. Com'r , Ind, !fairs st t 

as the "lease di triot" ll 

lo it • and le s ed t 

1ole 9 or the r oot 1 and Chic 

22d 1 18 5 1 for the urpos ot 

1 the iohit s and ther t r ·be 

n h s r·ply , 

he c untry 

8 

" t t s 

tr ot 

nt y D t -

o • t ha 

Choota nd Chick t 0 by 3d 

t their tre ty of Apri 28t 1 J ed unaondition 11 

lands to the Unite tate nt , n th t 

is no l a · no io t h ize e iti z n 

1 ther t h e Choct o Chiokas . ti n t e t e 

in the lLmit of t $ id 'le ed 1 trict . " 

An aot of oounc 11 o te 

sitting t ereof , t orizin 

chiet Exeo tive t J oint t 

t t e 

truct· 

r o s 

izens ot the Choat ti n, to o · fy 1 of t e 

la•s in f'oroe and af' eot at t .t ti e .. ur ant 

honor to s it t h 1 

•m~? or rejection. 

p o1 tm nts , an I h e 

so ood .fied · tor our 

I till entertain the view , expr ssed in 

ual ee age, in relation to th ~ nt of' t he 

0 t . 1860
1 

relative to oircuit c~rts . I certainly 



think that it the at. s so am nded s to obviate 

h necessity or olding circu t court in eac t county, 

hat an immen ::1e <;leal ot unneoess ry 1 bor o ld be 

dispensed t , t r b a ;aili the e e e d 

exped1 tin t 1 .. ine >=> • 

I gain reDpect! ly 

Aot directing c j 11 to be 

a k for its re e , en t 

thereof, to er ot ,oo ' 

11 our ttention to the 

in e oh c unty, d 

ct 1 in lieu 

t bla r d seour jail 

at ame s !table 1 ee c o i ·ri ot, h ere offender 

may be inc oar ted ES r equir • 
~ecti n 2 of: An ct est l i a 1 0 

yatem of n 1 b~r ood c1 oo s d r . 1 tin · t' c y 

ot the te o ers t e eof s, h t te cher re ·eivin 

first gr de c rtific t 11 be p id s i t .,. doll :rs 

per · nth d 2d nd 3 d f ifty ort doll l'S 

p r month ro ct i vely. .1hi s i n ht ble opini n 

g1 s the teo e r t lcr t oo o 1 · tit de. he prov1 o 

'to oft et t h i · l.nun. se 1 ti tt ... de sim l y b 1n t h t l 

1 st de te ch r h 11 h ve no 1 s t 2 

t 1r school; co s c:uently, sho d it ooour 1 . ny 

the v riou schooJ.. , 1 io 1 d u t ss 11 t t 

t1r t grade te chers do ot v t 25 t nt 

0 o1t1ed to oonstitute first de ohool , the 



N t1on is under t he imper a t i ve neocs.s i .t ot r. · ying 

said teaehe the :. 60 a,;> ex · ressed in t he 1 or pay h i n 

nothing. There 1s no medi um ound.~ 'he teo e could 

very readily and t ruthf ully r ply; t h t 1t s not h i s 

or her du.ty to furn ish the r equired 25 ehol ""s . 

This l aw furth e or e r epeals nd es void the 

law heretofore existing, t o t he eff eot t n t Local Trus tees 

"shall s·eleot t e t & c hers ho t hey ay · sh to teach 

their children, and t .ose of he ir neighbo r s . In ot , 

it annuls in t ot o t he l o,oal t rus t ew i . every particul r . 

As under t he old local t n 1s t ees ss ssed t he r i t 

ot select ing t heir teeenet- ; e~ s ·der t h new l a , 

no ne is al lo ed t o t:eao l es s be poss ss s . o r ti.-

fioate tram t he Soard of · i e · ~ , is .ppo ted 

then pos i t 1 vely s serts t h t all 1 s omi!lg i n cont ot 

with t h is l a are hereb r p l e • t r ie s e to 

b toroed t o admit th t I r egard our ent i r e s t em at 

n 1ghborhood or Pr1 r y chools as entirely r roneo s ., 

'.rher have n t pr o< oed t h s e permanent dvant s ·~hi oh 

aho d have been r eal i zed f r o t ~m. 

According t o the pr ent mode of vin instr otion 

1n our primary schools , tho upils l 1 e ith th ir 

n~~ts, or r el a t i ve and t t end so ool f or st ed 

1ng the day. 



When out of sohool they are brought i .nto 

intimate asso.o1at1on With t h se entirely desti tut·e ot 

instruction , and their t . e 1s e1·ther devoted t o idle 

amusement or occupied in the pe:rformanoe ot a oh 1ght 

trivial 1 bor as may be re u1red of them t th 1r respec­

tive homes .. Their attention 1 entirely 1thtll"awn :r:rom 

their books -and they lose mu~h of the lessons 1ven 

them during the hours of study . Thelr evenings instead 

ot being ooaup1ed in re ia ing th work of tb. ey or 

preparing t r the r ·ec1tat10<n of the morro , are spent 

in trivia e ployment 111 c lculate t o _ ke them 

forget that i oh h been tau ht them durin the day. 

In a manual labor sol'10ol on the aontrary 1 their hole 

time oUld be devoted to vocations ioh ifo uld perfect 

them in the different branches o;t home industry; a d 

br ing th up to become intel11 ent and '·etul n nd 

women. 

':!:'hey ould also, be nt1rely . itlldra n fro ssoeia-

tiona whioh i nduo e the formation o'f idle and vioious 

habits and would give the an elevated tome of tho -t 

and manner, and insure their admission t o the better 

oleee ot .soc1ety. 

A lack of mental oultura and discipline is the 

DlOat serious impediment to the diffusion ot agricUltural 



science ong the mass ot u:r tarmers~ I ta language, 

to them is an unknown tongue., enoe t he most a blime 

truths 1n the economy of nature re shut o t from 

their underst nding , This will ever be t he case til 

schools designed to t each those br e hes of l earning, 

whioh our tarr ers gre tly need 1 but d_o ot possess 
1 

are establ ished and maintained throughout our etion. 

So long as a :•$f\tse t o p e.nt the seed, it i s fol ly 

to expeot a ricll harvest or k n l edge . 

No gover . ent should be anting in symp thy ~ ~ith 

the people vheth r t h e objeot be th .. ~reve tion of 

disease, the i rovement or the aw, or the educ tion 

ot :the masses . 

One pel' cent ot the money no annually l os t to 

us by reason of popular i .gn:ornnce ill e ff ioe to re-

move that 1 . oranoe. 'hen I say eduoate% eduoatel 

or we perish. 

qhould your Honorable body de it ti t in your 

wisdom to continue 1n existence the Board of Examine,rs 

tor the Primar y 'ichools, I ould res pectfully suggest 

tha-t the Board asse ble a t some Central poin~ in eaah 

41atr1ot• e.s under the present sys tem it necessitat es 

quite a number o ppl1cents to travel a considerable 

ie'tanoe and in many instances would prevent oome 

I. 
I) 



ttioient teachers rr m attending t the r quired t· e . 

As you are ell atare, there are ithin our 

Nation quite a. number of our' fellow o1t1zen ho are 

blind, 1nd1gen t and helpless . They re eraph tiC · lly 

the children of ohari ty a.n.d sbould b·e pro ecte·d nd 

proT1ded tor in this their hour of need . \<
1e cannot 

attord to Violate our oblig tions 1th ss people . 

They undoubtedly should be protecte • I t is a e e 

ot justice we owe them hich h s long bee d 1 . e . I 

leave their r g ent claims to yo protectin c r • 

In oon·olu5ion .suffer me a in to r g YO\l to ork 

While it 1a yet called to-day. It 111 s 0 t i 

when you have closed your labors her 

indUlgenoe and in ttention any irre 

have ooourrea.. 

t t thro our 

r le 1 t k·s 

Remember that the smallest. perfect · o io ent i 

nobler then the grandest failure . 

Remember th t the Past has ta t its les o t the 

present has 1 t s d ty" R member that the per man noy . d 

pr aervat1on of our country , .~.1ow in eat e sur 

r '• 1 th you . Rensitive of this momentuous uth 

u o ld enaot such la s s ill e ·or the ffio i u.-.. 

--~trnent ot your oormnon ~onoerns .• 

3 t ola1m to your oon ide oe nd 

Your country has 

upport~ nd therefore 



untl1noh1ng d un ed you shoUld rqtect it. 

all yo r p ubl io duties be performed 1th 

suoh ~Jure n.ot1 ves and fai t~Ul assid 1 ty, s to s ecure 

the racious approbation or all 'ho love justice a nd 

appreciate honor d inte . r1ty . 

ay your deliber tions be nious d yo ur 

actions in behalf' of your beloved countr y b g .ided by 

i s dom trom on high. 

• L . G VIN 

incipal Chi f 

Choot N ti n 

h t o h , Oc t . 2d , 1879 



DDIAN JOURNAL 

llttakogee, Ind. Ter. • 
Thur.day, October 21, 1886 
l'ol.ll~ No. 4 
R. M. Bobe·rts, Edi t.or 

RETIRING MESSAGE OF EDMUND CCURrAIN 

Gentlems of the s enat,.e 

and. Bouae ot Repre.sentat1ves. 

in general Council Assembled: 

In ·obedience to the duties incumbent .on me 

as Principal C ief' or th.e Choctaw Nat1on, I am gain 

peraitted to appear betore your honorable bodies 

to intorm you as to the ertairs in general or the 

Choctaw Nation. Vith this address my ter.m of 

ottiee as chie.f' magistrate of my people expi~ s, and 

I ~ only hope that, if in my efforts I have not 

been llliliOesstul in settling all questions pertain­

ing to 'the interests .of the Choctaw people" I have 

at least been the ·meana ot settling. some. and no ~ I 

8Jil read)" to deliver 1he gubernatorial reins to my 

wortb.j' successor, who is a gen:tleB18n of ability and 

Will serve his people th patriotic d111gence. 

Hi pea' ecUona in public service is evidence enough 



0 

• 



a. Chootaw authorities. The cilange adopted has not 

beeD U"1e4,. and I can only hope that your honorable 

bodlea .ill see t1 t to leave the change as 1 t is no , 

end I will venture to say that 1 ts intrinsic orth 111 

be nalized in Ule near future . Reports show that in 

oe neighborhood schools remarkable progres s 1e being 

• 1n aoholarsh1p and the number of scholars in a t tend­

aDDe was larger last year than ever before. 

CLAIMANI'S TO CITIZENSIDP 

I have diligent ly urged a sp eedy set.tlement 

ot thia important question , but the U. s. Indien gent 

being pressed with other business he could not spar e 

tlle time to give those el81ments a hearing . I a pealed 

1io the Comm:t ssioner of Indian Affairs, ask! that some 

meana be adopted to e.djus t Ulese cl.81ms in order that 

~ question may be brought to an issue as soon as pra c ti­

cable. This appeal had the desired etfeot to some 

ext t, and this being the appointed time and J?la ce 

to hold the claimant court, Hon. Rob t. L. owen, Indian 

• la now w.1 th us ready to g1 ve all claimants an 

1JQ&r aJ. bearing. 

THE FREID.MEN 

Those ot the Choctaw end Chickasaw Freedmen 
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oae oonatruc'tion, so tb.a t all can understand them, 

aDd there b)" insure a more r1 gid e.nrorcement ot them. 

My ob e.nation baa te.ugtrt me that we need much more 

the entorcemen t ot law than tbe enactment of law, and 

it my obaenat1on meets with .a response trom you we 

ought to devote ourselves very diligently to the con­

sideration of the former. 

The retiring Execut1 ve be a called your atten­

tion ve:ty intelligently to the present condition ot 

p blio atta1 rs, end I ask you to consider his sugges­

tions. I em indebted to him tor hia kindness and oon­

fid oe, and he carries th him into private life 

1noere benediction. 

As I grow 1n the execut1Te office I shell 

d tlea t1nd subJects wh1 ch deserTe your attent1o 

n4 con 1derat1on, when I 11 ak e au ah recommenda-

t1o ill reference 1D them aa DBY seem to me beat 

tor 1h oountr;r. 

I 'UI, 

Thankins you tor your attention and respect, 

Very Respectfully. 

Your Obed1en servant, 

THOMPSON MCKINNEY. 

?- \ 
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THE INDIAN CITIZEN 

Atoka, Indian Territory 
Saturd~, October 17, 1891 
Volume 6, No. 24 
!. S. Smiser, ) 
J. S. Standley,) Editors 

MESSAGE OF W. N. JONES 

Executive Office, 

Choctaw Nation, . 

October 8 , 1891. 

To the honorable members of the Senate and House of Represen­

tatives in General Council assembled. 

Gentlemen: 

Under the dispensation of an all-wise providence you have 

assembled in these legisla tive halls in the capacity of legisla tors 

to act for those who have elected you to represent them. In taking 

the responsibility upon yourselves it now becomes your duty to think 

well of every measure and enact only such laws as ill tend to bene-

fit the people as a whole. 

Let all bickering and strife be laid aside and all party 

lines ignored. Look only to the interests of your Nation and people. 

Let all your legislation tend to create and maintain harmo~ among 

7our people and preserve and protect their common interest. 

:;;_I 



HEALTH 

No contagious disease has visited our people during the 

past year, and we have been blessed with unusual good health for 

which we should be thankful. 

CROPS 

Reports from every part of this Nation show that there has 

been an unusual acreage og corn and other cereals; that while other 

sections have been visited by that dread enemy of the f armers -- the 

boll worm -- we should be thankful that such has not been the lot 

of the farmers of this Nation and be encouraged in agricultural af­

fairs. 

FINANCE 

The reports of the National Treasurer and National Agent 

ahow that the finances of thi s Nation a re in a. healthy condition 

and increasing; that while the appropriations of the last General 

Council were greater than ever before there is still a healthy 

balance. The report of t he National Treasurer shows that t he 

receipts of the fiscal year ending July 31st, 1891 were $310,099. 24; 

that the expenditures during the same time were $192,083.58 leaving 

a balance of $118,015.58, which if wisely expended is sufficient for 

all wants during the coming year. 

COLLECTIONS AND INSPECTORS 

I would recommend that an act be passed requiring all col­

lectors to deliver to the Treasurer all monies collected by them 

within thirty days after the close of the quarter for which such 

collections were made; also that all collectors and inspectors 



must in every instance give receipts in duplicate and that one of 

said receipts be immediately sent to the Treasurer by the contractor 

and the licensed trader. 

SCHOOLS 

Our trustees report that the schools are all in good cond­

ition and are fulfi lling the purposes for which they were establi­

slied. If, in t he examination of the reports of the several district 

trustees you deem additional leg~s~ation in reference to schools 

necessary, I hope that you ~ill give the matter your best attention 

and legislate as seems best. 

NET PROCEEDS FUND 

The treasurer's book shows t hat there is a balance of $22 , 

163.47 on hand after the expenditures of the late net proceeds pay­

ment. I would recommend that this balance be final ly disposed of 

and that the sum would be of the greatest benefit to the greatest 

number if placed in the general treasury to be used for school pur­

poses. 

THE LEASED DISTRICT 

It will be remembered that a delegation was appointed to 

proceed to 'f'a.shington Cit , D. 0. , and in conjunction with the old 

delegation sign releases and conveyances and other things nece sary 

to secure the amount due from t he sale of the leased district. : I 

was one of the new delegation with the others I proceeded to Wash­

ington City. We called upon the secretary of the interior. The 

president was absent. The secretary of the interior said that he 



would have all things ready for the inspection of the president on 

his return . When the president returned the secreta.ry of the inte­

rior went aw~ and the president said that the matter was of such 

an intrica t e nature and so difficult to be understood properly he 

could do not hing until the return of the secretary of the interior 

and advised us to return home and when in the routine of business 

he reached the matter he would notify us of his readiness to take 

it up. So we returned and awaited t~e call but up to the present 

time we have received no call . Capt. J. S. Sta.ndley one of the 

old delegat es remained to watch the progress of the case, but in 

the absence of any report by him made I am unable to s t ate to you 

just what the condition of the case is, but pr esume that the cause 

remains in s t atuquo . I presume the report will be made in due 

time. 

CHOCTAW FREEDMEN 

In regard to this class of our citizens I would say that 

as we have them in our mjds t as citizens it becomes our duty to 

provide neighborhood schools for them. This e have done. In 

addition to t hese schools although we are not bound by any agree­

ment to do so, ye t as a matter of justice to them I deem it neces­

aar,r that we erect and furnish one high school for their exclusive 

benefit. Theref or e I r ecommend that you do pass an act authorizing 

the building of such a ~chool and appr opriate as much money as nec­

essaey for such pr.rpose. Said building to be ready for occupancy 



b7 Sept. 1st. 1892, and to be under the control of the national 

authorities as other such schools of this Nation are. 

MISSISSIPPI CHOCTA S 

We, the Choctaws of this country, were once inhabitants of 

the same country occUpied by these. We were fort~ate enough to 

emigrate to this country which we now call our own. A remnant of 

our tribe are still in Mississippi and clamoring to be aided in a 

removal to t his country. While it is not an imperative duty,Jet , 

bound by the ties of relationship as ~· e are, we should aid them 

as best we can. Humanity demands that e do so. If in your judg­

ment it seems best you will legislate in such a manner as to~id 

them. 

THE PUBLIC D011AIN 

~uestions are continually arising as to the rights of citi­

zens on the public domain. Abandoned fields or claims are often a 

bone of contention. I would recommend that an act be passed decla­

ring that abandoned fields and claims after a certain number of years 

are parts of the public domain and subject to entry as other public 

lands are. Also that a certain limit around the academies of this . 

Nation be protected as the property of the Nat ion for the exclusive 

use and benefit of the schools. This becomes necessary owing to 

the custom now growing, of fencing as close as possible to those 

schools. The Nation needs the limit for national stock, wood and 

other necessaries in conducting these academies. 



NEW ACADEMIES 

It will be remembered that the laot general council author­

ized the bui l ding of two new acanemies , they are now in progress of 

erection and will be ready for occupancy by Sept . 1st , 1892. I re­

commend that you pass an act to furnish these academies with suit­

able desks and other school furniture and appropriate such a sum 

as may be necessary to render them first-class schools. I would 

also recommend that an act be passed authorizing the appointment 

or select ion of the children that attend these academies in the 

same manner as are the students of the other academies of this 

nation. 

INDIGENT CHOCTAWS 

At a former session of the General Council an act was 

passed allowing the sum of $50 per annum to each blind, crippled 

or idiotic Choc taw who was unable to obtain the necessaries of life 

by the l abor of his own hands , and had no property to furnish such. 

While this was an act of humani t y it has become a sad fact that some 

are disposed to abuse the privilege beyond reason. Instead of being 

a benefit as i t should be to some, it has had the effec t to r aise an 

ar~ of i ndigent Choctaws , even increasing in numbers. 

I would r ecommend that you take this matte r into consider at ion 

and adopt such measures as will benefit those who are really needy and 

be a bar to those who would unjus tly claim t he benefi ts under the l aw. 



If at any time any new matter comes up which needs your 

consideration I will present it to you in a special message. 

Hoping that harmony and peace will prevail and that in 

all your deliberations you will look only to the best interests of 

your Nation and people. 

I am sirs, your most obedient s.ervant, 

WILSON N. JONES, 

Principal Chief, 

Choctaw Nation. 



THE CADDO BANNER 

Caddo, Choctaw Nation , 
Indian Territor y · 
Friday Morning , April 6 , 1894 
Vol. 4 No . 14 
J. Y. Schenck Editor 

RES OLUTION APPROVED BY 
YJ' . N. JONES 

Be it r esolved, '· py the Gener al council of tbe 

Chootaw . Nati on assembl ed ; 

That t he Principal Chief is hereby authorized and 

required to noti fy the Uni ted St ates Commissioners now in 

the . Indian .- Terri tory under an act of Congress approved 

March 3 , 1893, that the Choct aw Nation will not agree or 

consent to any proposition looking to a c hang~ of the present 

system of holding their l ands in common or any change n 

their present tr ibal go vernment whatever , -- and this reso­

lution to t a ke eff ec t and be in force from and after its 

passage. 

Proposed by C. s . VINSON , 

Approved April 3rd , 1894 . 

r· I LSON • JONES , 

p . c . c . 



E INDIAN CITIZEN 

Atoka 1 I. T. 
Thursday, Aug. 27, 1896 
Vo1. 11 1 No . 18 
s. s. Smiser & ( Edit r.ma E. Smiser ) ors & Prop . 

EDITORIALS ON JEFF 0 GARDNER 

The announcement is going the ounds of the 

daily press that Governor Gardner has called a special 

session or the Chocta oounoil to eet on the 8th of 

September next and recommends, in this prool ation, 

the distranchising Of all of the inter- married White 

oitizens and adopted freedmen of the Choctaw nation. 

Be wants the Chocta nation to prepare its own roll 

ot oi t1zens and protests a ainst the enrollment ot· 

names by any other means or from any other source. 

• do not ~lieve that it is Governor Gardner's 

intention to take any such stand against the white 

eitizen and the treecwen; but if e s uld be mis-

e re sure that the oo ission ot the 

UA1ted tates 111 not pe it ny suoh injustice done 

to any class of the nation's citizens. If this step 

1 being taken against the i nter- married it e o 1 t 1 zen , 



, 

1 1 b aua ot the animosity that has been aroused 

'J h1a support ot Hon. Green VoCurta1n and his platform; 

and 1n supporting this issue in the c paign that has 

Juat p t, he as s pporting the ork of the Da es 

oommtssion and at the same time his own i nterests 

end that ot what he conceived to be the interest ot 

eYer.y other citizen, In vie ~ of all t lese facts, 

whioh are indisputable, his i nterests ill certainly 

be proteoted, even though the pres ent ad i nistration 

ot the Chootaw nation do s take s uc h a stand g i nst 

h~ Suoh a law passed at a special session of the 

Choct w oounoil oula be uncon titutional, but ·ith 

th t orne~ general on the ad nistration s ide, its 

onstitutionality could only be determined by some 

t a a in the supreme court of the nation. 

I 



If 



useless expense to the n tion t h t she canno t well 

afford uO he r. olls of C1octaw citi zens cen be 

prepared after the reg'l r s ession and in plenty of 

t~e to be furnished to the Dawes c o~ni s sion, and this 

would be the only ·ge t neces sity for a special 

session .. 



!BI INDIAN CITI 

Atoka! I • T. 
Thursday • . ug •. 27, 1896 
Vol . 11. No. lB 
s. s. Smiser & ) . . 
Borma E. Smiser ) Edl. tor .& Fro s. 

Whereas. the ot or con ress of the Uni t ed 

States o"t Amer i..ca, approved June l Oth ,. 1-89-6 1 under 

11h1oh the Hon. Da es co i ssion to t he Five Civ lized 

Tribes is required to aet in settling oitiznesh1p in 

edd tribes" provides, "That t he roll of 'Citizenship of 

the aeveral Tribes, as now existing, are her.eby oon­

tir.med;" and 1t further provides, "That the sai d 

Oo..tssion, after t h e expirat ion of ' s.ix months shall 

oauee a complete roll ·ot citizenship of each of said 

nations to be made up from t heir records d add 

thereto th~ names of' c i tizens hos e rights may be 

oonterred under this aat, al1d said rolls shall be·, 

8114 ar hereby., made .rolls of oi tize hip ot said 

Nations or Tribes, a.s provided herein. "' 

"The Commission is h ereby required to ~a'8 the 

11 'ta ot members as tbey finally approve them w1 th 



the Commissioner ot Indian Affairs to r emain t here 

tor use e.s the final judgment of the duly consti t ted 

au'thor1 ties ; tmd s aid Commission shall also make a 

roll o~ Freedmen ·entitled t o citi .zenship in said 

1'r1bea and shall 1nalude their names in the l i s t of 

namea to be filed wi t h t he Commi ssi oner or Indian 

.Aftairs. 

An4 whereas, the sai d. Co ssi on is now mong 

~he five c1v111zed Tr ibes ot Indians in t he Indian 

Territory. 1th t h e aut hority as above quot ed; and. 

s1noe the act ot c ongress h s so confirmed the e-xist­

ing roll ot o1 t1 aen sh i p of' the several nations , the 

ooD.1ss1on wish to be f urnished wi tb full nd complete 

rolls o"t the citizensh ip of each nation bef ore t he 

lOth day ot December, 189·6 , that it may t heieby be 

enabled io perform t he dut y as imposed upon it • 

.Now 'l'herer or e, I •· Jeff erson Gardner ., Principal 

Chief' ot the Choctaw Nation,. do h ereby summon t he 

general council of said nation to oonvene in special 

a ion at the Capital at Tuskahoma , in s id nation. 

o 'he 8th day of Sept ember, • D., 1896 ~ for t he 

purpose ot arranging tor t aking a complete oensus of 

he population ot t he Choctaw Nat i on, to t he end t hat 



a perteot roll or the o1tizens ot this nation may 

ma4e and the work oanp.Deted before the bove 

date as speo1f"1ed by the said commission. 

In witness her~or, I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused t e seal of the hootaw nation to 

be affixed. 

Done et eo tive Office or the Choctaw nation, 

this 20th day ot ugust, • D., 1896. 

L. G. Battiest, 

Pr1Tate Secretary 

Jeff Gardner, 

Pr i oipal Chiet 

,;:)/ 



1 1 

n 

c 0 

1 1 

0 

, 

• 
1 : 

t 

0 

• 

• 
-

• -



0 

1 

·o 

. ... 

0 0 

' 
bo 

I I \ 

n r 
/ 

I ,f 

1 • t f 0 



0 

1 t 

• 

-

Yt Ju • 



JO 

1 do d t 1 t our 

1 ood t 1 • 
c t 

a o e 

in t u • l 1 t • 
t th 1r nok 1 

·-e 

• 1 

t.e or ct ,. 

·u r r 0 

0 • 
0 r .1 

0 

1 h i . io • 



SOUTH MCALESTER CAPITAL 

South McAlester, Ind . Ter . 
Thursday, February 18 , 1897 
Vol. 4 No. 13 
Hinds & Jobe Proprietors 

VINSON TO M' CURT IN 

Bon. Green McCurtain , 

Principal Chief , Choctaw Nat ion: 

Dear Sir: 

Lehi gh, I • T • , 

Feb . 13th, 1897 

In view of the suffering of our people (Choctaws) owing to 

the scarcity of money and almost entire failure of crops last year , 

I hereby ask you as Principal Chief , to borrow the balance of the 

net proceeds money now in the treasury , or as much thereof or of 

any other money i n the treasury and appropriate it to t he several 

counties according t o the population, as you deem necessary t o feed 

those in rieed, t o buy provisions for them , and provisions only. 

Provisions in this suggesti on means something to eat only . Now Governor 

I acknowledge that this is not law, but the necessity is so great, 



meaning death by st arvation of so many of our people , it is my 

opinion that you a s Principal Chief have the right to order the 

treasurer to lend t o the nation the said net proceeds money or any 

other that he has, t o feed the most needy, if not all , of our people . 

It is my opinion also , that this is not a time to stand or stop on 

technicalities; but ~e must devise some plan to feed our people un­

til they can make a crop , for the simple reason that they are starv­

ing. Now Governor this only a suggestion . Hoping there will be 

some means suggested whereby our people can be saved at this one time, 

I subscribe myself your obedient servant 

C. S . Vinson , 

National Attorney c. • 



THE INDIAN CITIZEN 

Atoka, I . T., 
Thursday, Oct . 7 , l89 7 ~ 
Vol. 12. No . 24 . 
S . Smi ser , ) 
Norma E. Smiser , ) Edi tors 

MESS G OF GR EN c CURTAI N 

To the General Council: 

Execut i ve Offic e , c. N., 

Tuskahoma, Ind . Ter . 

In compliance i th cons t i tutional requi re­

ments, I , a s your Chi ef xecutive , here 1ith submi t 

my annual message , s et t i ng f or t h the condi t i on of 

our go vernment and r ecommendi ng f o r our c onsiderat -

ion such measures as I deem e xp edient for t he publi c 

welfare. 

You , a s t h e le gi slative depart ment of our 

government , should realize ful l y the gni t ude of 

the responsibility ich res ts upon you . Never be-

tore in our history a s a s elf governi n p eo ple have 

we been confronted with public ques tions of sue 

Vital importance, and never be ore ha ve e been in 



in such need or wise and patriotic legislation. 

Each and every member should bear in mi nd that 

he now occupies for the purpose of bringin our people 

to destruction or grief , but on the c ontrary , that he 

was cho sen to l ead them out of t he dangers now about 

to engulf them, by a permanent settlemen t of t he dif­

ficulties which now confront us . 

In your legislation be actuated by pure and 

patriotic motives . Endeavor to do that which you 

know will bring peace , comfort and happi ness to all 

homes alike. Bear in mind that i f there are any peo­

ple in this orld that need pro tec tion it is the Cho-

ctaw people . s legislators, you hold the life of our 

government to day in you. r hands ; and whether you wi 11 

wreck or preserve it depends upon how you le gislate. 

You should be dee ply sensible of the demands 

made upon us by the gpvernment of the nited States , 

and of t he ir evident and earne s t desire tha t our peo­

ple should co nsent to a change of some kind . And, 

although the changes asked of us are repugnant to 

our feelings and agains t our wishes , yet e should 

be sensible of the f act that the government making 

these demands on us i s much more powerful than e are , 

and is able to enforce these demands should we refuse 

JY 



to accede to them . We should b · bl f e sens1 e o our 

weakne ss , and while we should legislate wisely we 

should l egi slate ac cording to our strength. It 

should be taken into consideration how little could 

be accompli s hed by our opposition to the changes 

asked of us . Despi te tbe appeals we made that our 

treaty rights be re spe cted , and in the face of all 

our protest s all t he l egislati on enacted by congress 

affecting this country has been aggressive and i mmi­

cal to our rights,. and tends to the destruction of 

our cheer ished i nstituti on s . 

The time is at hand that we cannot depend on 

our treat i es f or prote ction . s ome other plan must 

be re sorted to t ha t our safety may be assured . The 

unre s tricted ri ght of self government has been the 

life and main substance of our nat i onal exis tence , 

and when t h i s vi tel functi on was i gnored by congress 

every thinking man must perceive that our treaty was 

a failure and does not afford us the prote ct io n i t 

was intended to. 

Wi th all t hese dif f iculties befor e us I appeal 

to you to use good sense and judgement in all your de ­

liberations. Before you d ecide upon any measure mark 

out intellige ntly wh at effect i t will have on our com-



mon i ntere s t s . Contend f or everythi ng t hat i s jus t­

ly due your p.eopl e , but be cauti ous that t hese con­

te nti ons are made not re cklessly but i n t elligent ly , 

and on reasonabl e grounds . And tha t wh ich you decide 

upon as t he bes t policy for our government , car ry it 

out a t onee , a s delay Will only compl icate mat t ers . 

What i t is nece ssary t o do should be done at once if 

you .would pre serve your property and avo i d losing 

everyt h i n g i n -liti gat i on . 

It i s self evident that in al l gnvernments 

t he majority ru l es ; t hat it takes a majori t y t o main­

t a i n a government . And it is essential that thi s rul­

ing power be under one head . It is as i mpossibl e for 

two government s to exi st i n one country as it is for 

t wo families t o l i ve under the same roof without fri c-

tion. One or t he other must preva i l , and it is human 

experience t hat t he weaker must g i ve way t o t he stronger . 

That is the condi t ion tha t now confron t s us . 

The ma jority of t he people· l iv ing among u s are 

npt subje ct to our l a s , in otherwords, the l aw maka 

power of thi s government i s in the minority and ther e­

fore cannot e xi st much longer . It i s sad to s ay ,. yet 

it must be admi t t ed th a t our government has out lived 

its time . we a ske d i n our agr eement ith the Dawes 



commiss ion t hat our overnment may continue e i ght 

years longer . fuile this seems but a short t i me for 

us to wind up our affairs i t is e xtremely doubtful 

if we can secure even this short an extention of our 

national exis t ence . In demanding these change s of 

us the government of the United states really be­

lieves that it will prove beneficial to us by promot-

ing us to a hi gher plane of civi li zat ion . ut as 

Indians, we l ook at it from a different standpoint 

and we can conceive of no gr eater har dshi p or sacri · 

fice than t o give up our gover nment whi ch is perfect­

ly satisfa ctory to us , and to whi ch we have become 

attached from long and fond associations . To give up 

all our cheri shed customs and privileges seems fatal 

to us. We can i magine no worse hardshi p . But it is 

inevitable. We cannot check the change. Le t us then 

brace up and a ccept the conditi ons impos ed upon us like 

men. Be men i n th.~ struggle . contend for your pro­

perty and di vi de i t among yourselves while you have 

the. opportunity . If you wait there wi ll be none to 

divide. 

FIN CES 

Our Finan ces ar e still in a depre s sed con-



dition. And , notwi t hstanding every effort was made to 

remedy thi s condit i on of affairs , the r e has not been 

enough funds available during the past year to p y 

all the appropriations made at l ast Council. This 

deficit i s caused partly by a falling of f in the 

royalty received from coal companies and is par t l y 

due to the fa i lure of a fe of our Revenue collectors 

to turn over all of the revenue due the nati on . 

The recei pts to our Treasury for t e last 

quarter of last year and three of thi s year are $17?, 

210 . 64. 

SCHOOLS 

The usefulness of our schools during t he past 

year has bee n restricted be cause of the lack of suffi ­

cent fund s to meet school appropriations . Added t o 

this, we have been unfortunate as to lose t ~ o of our 

Academie s by fire dur ing t he past twelve months . The 

pecuniary lo s s to t he nation has been very great , com­

ing as it did whe n our finances were at a lo ebb . 

It has also depri ved two hundred of our boys and girl s 

ot school pr ivileges . Our finances will not admit 

ot o~r rebuilding these schools , as s caree ly enou 

money is available t o run what schools are already 



in operation . But I do not think we would be justi­

fiable in depriving these two hundred students of 

school privileges . So I would recommend that addit­

ional buildings be added to Tushkahoma Female Insti ­

tute end to Jones Academy to double the i r present 

capacity so each of these schools wrll have one hun­

dred additional students . 

Our Neighborhood schools are in as good a 

condition as could be expected . I c an recommend no 

change in the law regula t ing Ne ighborhood schools , as 

the pre sent law has not been sufficiently te sted to 

prove its efficiency. There may be some dissatisfact­

ion among t he people in regard to the Ne i ghborhood 

schools, but this is owing ch iefly to the conduct of 

the officials rather than to an r defect in the l aw . 

The present School Board has not had the opportunity 

to develop our schools as they would l i ke . Their l ab­

ors have been greatly retarded because of a large amo­

unt of _unpaid school ac counts l eft by the old Board . 

Tpese unpaid account s have hampered the usefulness 

of the Board and the Board have been unable to get 

these accounts off their hands owi ng to our depress­

ed finances. 

I have every confidence i n the Boar d ; every 



member of it is anxiou s to i mprove our school s , and 

it is striving t o d o so , but can a ccompli sh but lit-

tle under pre se nt condi t i ons . t ime is at hand when 

every individual Choc t aw wi ll have to manage and take 

care of hi s proper t y wi thout the ass i stance of his 

governme nt. And i n order tha t he may be successful 

in his affairs he sh ould be l i berally educ ated . If 

we succeed i n reta i n i ng our government eight years 

longer we shoul d , during that time , ·ve every child 

the means t o se cure an e duca t ion , thus enabling them 

to success ful ly manage t heir affairs . 

There ha ve ?een a large· number of hite per ­

sons admitted to ci ti zenshi p by the Dawes commis sion 

and the Unite d s t ates co urt who are not reco gnized 

as citize ns by the Choctaw nation . As soon as these 

persons were admi tted to ci t izenshi p the at once 

demanded school privileges for their children, claim­

ing a ri gh t to parti cipate i n our school funds . To 

have permitted t he children of these pe ople school 

privile ges would have s oon exhausted the funds appro­

priated to run our r e i hborhood s cho o~s . Under the 

circumstances I felt i t my du t y t o close al l the e i gh­

borhood schools until your body can t ake action i n 

this matter. Our schools shOl' l d not be close any l ong-



er than i s absolutely necessary . I t heref ore recom­

mend that you take i mmediate action in t he premises , 

and that your action be made kno n to t he Board so 

that the schools may reopen with as little delay poss­

ible. 

CITI Z SHIP ROOLS 

In accordance with an act of council {oct . 

1896) the Census co mmittee completed the Revised Rolls 

of the citizens of t he Chaeta nat i on . I have not 

approved of this roll as required by the act referred 

to, because, from such information I have received , 

I am led to believe that names were entered on the 

rolls through error or mi srepresentation that should 

not be there. I will submit for your co nsideration 

hereafter, the names of these persons . Bearing on 

this matter is another subject that needs action by 

your body. The law , authori zi ng the census , made no 

provisions for those Cher okee s Wh o are citi zens of 

this nation. There seems to be an impression among 

this class of people t hat the are entitled to citizen­

ship in both nations. I entered into an agr eement 

With the Chief o~ the Cherokee nation ani the Gover­

nor of the Chickasaw nation that such perso ns should 



appear before a commission consisting of one member 

from each of the nations and make a declaration , 

under oath) of which they wish to be reco gnized as 

a citizen and renounce all claims to citizenship 

they may have in any other nation . This agreement 

was only a temporary one . I now submit this m tter 

for your consideration and recommend that some defi-

nite action be had by you to settle this question 

for all time to come and that SlCh agreement include 

all the other nations that will enter into it with 

us. 

M. K. & T . R . R . GRANT 

The Choctaw nation has never , at any time , 

given her consent to the Land rants made to the 

M. K. & T. R. R., but this road has at different 

times encroached upon our citizens living along its 

line and has filed suits against our citi zens . I 

have been appealed to , as Chief Executive , to protect 

our citizens fr.om the encroachments of this road. 

In order to do this, I entered into contract with 

• D. Oglesby, of Ft. Smi t h , to defend them in these 

suits. As the fee agreed upon in this contract is 

Tery reasonable, I recommend that you make an appro-. 



priation to pay it . 

In acc ordance with an act of congress , the 

C. O. & G. R . R. has notified me that they wi ll con­

demn, and take twenty-five acres of land ad j oining 

the town of South r. cAlester , for railway purposes . 

It being i mperative that the nations interest be pro­

tected I entered into contract with I . D. Oglesby, to 

test t hei r rights under this act . The act referred 

to requir es the railroad company to compensate the 

nation for t he lend t hey claim for railroad purpoe s . 

This road at first proposed to pay · 25 per acre for 

twenty-f ive acres , and afterwards offered to take only 

thirteen acres , for which they agreed to pay 100 per 

acre. As I had no authority to accept their proposit-

ion, I re fe r the matter for your consideration . 

DISTRIBlJTIO OF CORN 

Shor t crops last year caused much privat i ons 

among our citi zens and appeals were made for assis ­

tance from the nation . In orde r to procure funds to 

ouy corn to . r eli eve the dest i tution of the peopl e , I 

made a demand on the Treasurer f or the ne cessar y f unds , 

but he decline d t o advance them . I was t hen for ced 

to borrow 2,600 f or 90 days a t 8 per cent i n t erest , 



from~. J. Phillips , and used the money to buy corn . 

To meet this note I c alled upon the Re venue Collectors 

and received from ~ . s . Forrest , Collector 1st Dist­

rict, $ 628 . 25; ~ . H. a11er , colle ctor 3rd District, 

$1,100.00; 'l . G. Kayser , Inspector Frisco R. R. , $1 ,-

000.00; making the all ~2 ,?28 25. The note with i nter­

est amounted to r,2 ,652 00 , leaving and unexpended 

balance of $ 76 . 25 . I receipted the Collectors ref r­

red to fo r t he money received from them, which receipts 

they will s ubmit with their report s . The manner in 

which the co rn was distributed will be shown in the 

report of D. N. Robb , who superintended the distribut­

ion. Hi s energy assisted by the hearty co- operation 

of the distributors in t he different counties , made 

t he distribu ti on a suc cess . In some cases it was ne­

cessary to hire the corn hauled from the railroad to 

the differe nt countie s and the persons who did this 

hauling have not yet been pai d . I t herefore re com­

mend that an appropri at i on be made to pay th ese ac­

counts. In order to assertain how many per s ons there 

were in each count y that needed assistance , I appointed 

an Enumer ator for eac h count y ith the understanding 

that they were to re ceive $ 5 . 00 per day not to exceed 

ten days. I recommend that t he sum of ?850 be appro-



priated to pay these Enumerators . 

I NTRUDERS 

The intruder s have be come s o numerous that 

they have been a ser ious i mpediment to our off icer s 

in their ende avors to enforce the l aws . This evil, 

had in itself , has been greatly aggravat ed by the 

large number of claimants to citizenshi p . This sub­

ject is of very great importance , and a remedy for 

this evil should be the subje ct of serious co nsider-

ation by you. 

These claimants were allowed by ac t of cong­

ress to prove their citizenship, by affidavits , and the 

nation had only 60 days in whi ch to file answers to 

these cl a i ms . When you take into consideration that 

there were several hundred of t hese claimant s , and 

that the affidavits establishing their claims were 

taken before No tar ie s Public in several .of t he ad­

joining state s and throughout the Indian Terr itory , 

at about the s ame ti me , it will be plainly seen that 

it was an i mpossibility f or the nation to have been 

represented in these cases. The te stimony i n all 

these oases was therefore "ex parte. •t 

I am further imformed that in cases where 



false affidavits were made these p·ersons making these 

affidavits could not be prosecuted for perjury . This 

has brough on a state of affairs very dangerous to 

our interests. The people applying for citizen ship 

here are a class who are endeavoring to obtain some-· 

thing for nothing , regardless of all right and justice . 

They are unscrupulous in their efforts to get our pro­

pe~ty and there being no penalty for their presenting 

J false affidavit s they will soon deprive us of all our 

possessi ons, if a remedy is not provi ded at once . What 

then is· our remedy-1 I say that the act of congress , 

giving the Dawes commission and the United States court 

the right to pass on citizenship cases has reached out 

f~ther than congress intended it to . 

The act of congress conferring this right to 

pass on cit izenship cases to the Dawes Commission and 

the United states court, was so qualified that these 

Tribunals must be governed by the laws and usages of 

the Indians regulating citizenship in their respect­

ive tribe s . But this provision was in a manner i gnored 

and our laws governing intermarriages were set aside . 

Not content with thi s , these Tribunals have undertaken 

to pass on property rights , involving property of great 

value to us. All of our school funds and all other 



property that we thought we bought from the United 

States government , and which we thought 1as ours are 

about to be taken from us by this act of congress . 

1hile I may be in error in regard to this 

matter, ye t i t certainly appears to me th t hen the 

court is going to pass on citizenship cases involving 

property rights of such magnitude and value , it should 

be required to take the regular course of judicial 

procedure, and should prove beyond a doubt that the 

nation is illegally ithholding from these claimants 

their just righ ts. But no such proceedings have been 

had. The Choctaw nation has never been confronted 

with the witnesses in behalf of the claimants . The 

court has proceeded to pass on these cases depriving 

the Choctaw people of their proper t y ,- without properly 

eiving the nation its day in court . 

I would be loth to believe that congre ss ever 

intended to deprive our people o f any of their s chool 

privileges, as their policy has been to have the Indians 

P,rope~ly educated . I have every confidence in the 

good faith of the United s tates government and of their 

-Wishes for the welfare of the Indian people , and I feel 

· as~red that if you, as t he legislative department of 

your government, will make the u. s . government under-



stand t he bad effect this act , authoriz i ng the Dawes 

Commi ssion and the U. S . court t .o pass on citizenshi p 

cases , has on our interes t s ; and that if you will 

memoriali ze congres s to remove these difficulties, 

by having only Indian Tribunals to pass on their citi­

zens rights that congress wi ll respe ct your demands . 

I would suggest su ch a cour se ~ and if your body can 

agr ee upon any other measure that will afford us re-

lief f r om this evil , you will have my hearty co-oper­

ation . 

THE D WES CO , ~ISSION 

The commission created by act of council 

(Oct. 1896) to ne goti ate with the Dawes commission , 

met a t Fort Smith , Ark. , rov . 16th, 1896, and after 

conferring ith the Dawe s commission on the different 

matter s at issue between the u. s . government and our 

government , took rece s s to meet at uskogee , and there 

consummated an agreement wi th t hem on the 18t h day of 

Dec., 1896 . Two of our commissioners , esley Anderson 

and N. B. Ainsworth , accompanied by J . s . Standley 

(who acted in my stead) went on to ashin ton to as­

si s t t he Dawes c ommiss i on in having t he Agr eement 

rat i f ied; but owing to the refusal of the Chi ckasaw 



commiss ioners to si gn t he agreement, it f ailed to be 

ratified by congress . In ~ar ch , 1896 , our commission, 

in conjunction wi th the Chickasaw cormniss i on , me t t he 

Dawes commis s i on at Atoka, and perfe cted an Agreement 

on the 23rd day of pril , 189? , whi ch gr eement now 

awaits the action of congress ( as required by the act 

of council, Oct, 1896 ) before it can be submitted to 

you for your a ction. It will not be prudent or wise 

for this council to take any acti on on the Agreement 

until the proper time arrives . 

It wi ll be super fluous f or me to exp l ain the 

different features of the Agreement , as you have all 

doubtless seen a copy of it . Suffice it to say that 

every effort was made to secu~e the interest and rights 

of our people; and although some of its provi s i ons 

.are objectionable , yet your commis s i on was obli ged 

to submit to these t ha t other concessions mi gh t be 

gained . This matter will be more fully explained, 

if your body desires it, at this session of council. 

I trust that no unneces sary dela s be had in 
• 

your work and that your labor s be char ac teri zed by 

harmony and unity of action. 

Party lines should be i gnored, and you should 

be united in your efforts to le gislate f or the common 

y 



aooa. 

GREEN McCURTAIN, 

P. C. C. N. 
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The Choctaw counci l convened in r egular session l ast 

Monday and organized by electing Judge Henry qard president of 

t he senate , and Joe Dukes speaker of t he house . 

The Tushka Homma party has a handsome majority i n both houses 

and can pass any party bi ll desired . The Unions have refrained 

so far from offering any resist nee and did not put up a candidate 

for any of the offices . But very few of t he Union party men are 

her e . 

The votes of t he August el ection f or governor were counted 

Tuesday , resulting as follows : 

Green McCurtain •••••••••••••••••••••••• 1636 

Wi l son Jones •.••••••••• • • • • • • • • • ., • • • 1223 

Wednesday Gove rnor McCurta in was sworn in for t he second 



time. He read his message, then both houses adjourned until the 

next morning . 

Nothing has been done so far , except the filing of one 

or two contest cases. They were r eferred t o the co~ttee on elec­

tions. 

Several parties have been here this week with the intention 

of lobbying some railr oad and timber bills through the council, 

~specially the timber contractors. 

Following is Governor McCurtain ' s message: 

To the Members o:f the 

General Council: 

Gentlemen: 

For the third time I am before you to deliver my annual 

message . I will set forth the condition of our nation to-day and 

give you for your guidance, my views touching our recent and future 

welfare . It fell to my lot to be principal chief during the most 

critical and trying times we have ever experienced as a nation. 

Heretofore the chief had only to deal with mere details as laid out 

by council, and because our government was runni no smoothly had 

little or no trouble. But in my case it was different . _ e United 

States had grown tired of our manner of holding our l ands and with 

certain parts of our government, and b , slow but sure ressure had 



brought us to the point where we had to turn our faces to those 

ditficulties, and regardless of our personal wishes or desires , 

meet these demands and make the most o~ them. The history and esult 

ot all this i s our agreement entered into at Atoka on Apri~ 23d , 

1897, and r atified by us on the. 24th day of August · 1898, by the 

hands~e and gratifying majority (count i ng all the votes) of over 

one thousand . To fail to add tnat I feel a great personal pride 

in this majori ty vould be to wi t hold t he truth. In all these trials 

' and changes I have been actuated by a desire to do ·that which I believed 

for the best inte~eBt of my people . In advocating and carrying 

out t hese changes I have had to contend tbe most trying difficulties 

known in politics, v :. ~oney and ignorance , The representatives 

of money are those who have d awn large individual ro alties from 

coal as well as from the public domain through large pastures and other 

monopolies. And so through_ all this campaign l here the ba ling has 

been the loudest, where the dust has been thrown the hi ghest into the 

air, an examination of the case has always revealed some coal ovme r 

wailing and decrying the agreement because it has shut off the royalty . 

The one thousand majority shows just how much real sympathy they 

deserve; for it is true of this class as it is of all others 

actuated by selfishness , they get-more than they deserve. For that 

. , 
class against the agreement from prejudice, much can be said that 

is worthy and true; they are our full-bloods and well advanced in 

life; they are tor the most part uneducated and have heard all of 



their lives t hat our right to ho l d our lands and government as 

they think be st, was a treaty right and therefor e would be respected 

by the United St ates; they know by bitter experi ence , (for many of 

them came from Mississippi) that all our changes have worked hard-

ships for them, and while they would admit that there were abuses 

in our governmen t whi ch ought to be corrected , they thought it 

best to endure t he i r present evils rather than cut the cable that 

bound them to the best government (with all its imperfections) they 

had ever had. Let him who has the heart to, blame these people , fo r 

myself, my sympathies are with them. And I have this consolation , 

that in all this f i ght the rights and privileges of this very class 

has pressed harder upon me than all others . I saw three or four 

years ago that the clouds that were gathering over us would break 

sooner or later, and having been elected for that purpose, I made 

the agreement. In all our negotiat ions I sought to cure the evils 

that weakened our government and make such a division of our common 

property as would be equa l and fair . In selecti ng a commission to 

aseist me in t he negotiat ions with the United St ates commission due 

care was exercised t o get the service of honest , as well as able 

men, tor in those negotiat i ons were involved the interests of all 

our people. And I am glad t o say that so far as I kno only one mis­

take was made in the choice of my commission, and in that e were fortun­

ate by misfortune, as it r esult ed to our advantage , in so far as it 

strengthened our ca use and crippled the oppos i tion . We, as a pe ople, 



are indebted to the faithful services and untiring energies of 

Capt . Stanley , :Vesley nderson and J:T . B. Ainsworth for the 

greater portion of our success. I t was they ho stood in the 

thick of the fi ght at hashington and contested every inch of the 

ground belonging to the Choctaw people . This they did against oppo­

sition that would stop at nothing to accomplish its selfish purpose . 

These men saved us so much of our government as was agreed upon , 

and indeed e have much for hich we should be grateful to them. 

6 

I called upon Hon . Wesley Anderson to go to dashington in the i nterest 

of the agreement, he being one of the commissioners selected by me 

to assist in having the agreement ratified by congress , he promptly 

responded to the call , ent to ··.:ashington and did i nvalua e service 

in the work to which he was appointed. ere was no appropriation 

made at the last council as compensation for such services or to 

defray the expenses of the delegate there , and, as a matter of course, 

Mr. Anderson had to bear his o n expenses . It would be base ingrati ­

tude for us as a people to refuse to compensate Mr . Anderson for his 

services in this matter . And in passin from this subject I will 

say that while I am chief it Ti ill be my abn and desire to carry 

out this division in the spirit in which it vas made, and I am glad 

to tell you that I have the best reasons for saying that the presi­

dent and secretary of the interior will do all in t heir power to t he 

same end. 

Party Strife -- Our future welfare as a nation demands that 



we make a good beginning of this new era; that we at once demonstrate 

an even ability to govern and to be governed wi t hin ourselves . Thi s 

we cannot do if party prejudice is t he controlling sentiment . The 

intention of good government is always defeated whenever pre judice 

is allowed to enter into legislation. -~d I t herefore strongly 

council against t he agitation of party feeling bot h in and out of 

council. Party principles so long as confined to honest differences 

ot opinion and advocated in the interest of good government, are not 

damaging; but whenever their support degenerate s to ill-will and hatred 

t he government is in danger and reform is necessary. Our gove rnment 

cannot withstand the shock of internal dissention, and I appeal to 

you and to the political parties of ou r nation in the i nterest all 

the Choctaw people to forget t he unpleasantness of the past and 

unite in one common effort to successfully meet the new orde r of 

things. 

Finances -- Owing to the change through which e are pass­

ing now, I am unable to give you the exact figures . abo tour f i nances . 

The following is approximately correct: 

Col's from all so urces 

Expenditures 

Balance on hand 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

..... , ......... . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

$152,?82 . 92 

152, 469 . 85 

313.0? 

In view of the fact that we are soon to divide our public 

domain I recommend that you pass such laws as will absolutely prohibit 

the cutting and selling ~f timber of all kinds except fire wood f or 



one's own use. Of course the contracts now existing with saw mills 

will have to be carried out, but they should be given proper notice 

that they must cease work on Decembe~ 31st next . This law will have 

to be approved by the president . The necessity of such a law is so 

plain that no argument is necessary . 

Our schools have been hampered for lack of funds . It is 

gratifying to me though to see that a t least two-thirds of our 

annual appropriations of last year went for educational purposes . 

I recommend that you t ake the proper steps to make al l necessary 

repairs on our building~ and that t he board of education be author­

ized to insure all of our a cademies . I feel t hat you wi ll do what 

is for the best interest in the matter of educating our children 

and will not specify any particular course , other than above 

mentioned . 

One of the most pr aiseworth acts of the Choctaw council at 

its last session was the passage of an ac t providing that the school 

text books required for the education of children should be purchased 

by the nation and furnished free of charge to tbe children (cit i zens) 

attending our schools. Many children have i n t he past been deprived 

of an opportunity of getting an education because of their parents 

not being able to get books for them, but that excuse can be pleaded 

no longer, the opportunity for getting a corra:non school education i s 

placed within reach of all. The nation has done its full duty in 

this direction and it remains for the parents to show their apprecia-



tion of this chari table system by availing themselves of the oppor- · 

tunity of educating their children . 

In the nature of changes made in our government we will not 

need certain offices heretofore important f actors in our government, 

in such offices should be abolished to save an unnecessary expense 

to our government. I recomnend that you limit the circuit court to 

two terms not to exceed t wo weeks each . Uld in this connection I 

would recommend that proper laws for t he coll ection of permits , costs 

and all fines i mposed by the courts be enacted . The necessit for 

liquidating the outst anding scrip of t he various counties has 

become urgent from the fact t hat this is the wi nding up of our 

affairs; and to this end , I recommend that all taxes and per.mits , 

including merchants outside of t he 'inco rporated towns and farmer ' s 

pennits, go to the county in which such taxes are collected, and t hat 

the sheriff's collect said taxes and receive in payment of same county 

scrip or its equivalent in money . 

Negroes -- Under our changing conditions t hese people are 

giving us no litt e. trouble . Of the mill ions of negroes heretofore 

held in slavery in t he South the Indians alone divided their lands 

with them. ,;e have also given them free schools and they have enjoyed 

the benefits of t he public domain and many other advantages which 

their black brothe r has had in the states . t for ~il these advant-

age~ g1Yen them, candor compels me to say , t hat no and then i th a 

notable exception, the negro as a people has lifted up his heels 



against his best friend , and in these political marches, hog like 

has followed the man who has the corn in .his sack, and true to t heir 

nature have squealed all the louder when corn has passed their way 

and not been thrown to them. But· that government is which lifts all 

the people. They are among us and will remain . If they grow up in 

ignorance among us it ill be only .the worse for us . I recommend, 

therefore, that you make the best provision for them as regards f r ee 

schools and their academy as our limited finances will admit . You 

cannot use any royalty from coal or asphalt . You will be confined 

to the moneys arising from our invested funds . Special provisions 

should be made to protect us against unscrupulous teachers who 

report pupils in attendance when they are absent . Also against 

giving incompetent teachers certificates to teach . 

Citizenship Cases -- The citizenshi p commission created last 

council has done good work ; they have saved the nation thousands of 

dollars and their good work is not finished . I recomnend t hat you 

reduce the number of the commis sion to thr8e and give me authorit -

to continue them in such work as the best interest of the nation 

demand. . e employed ex-Judge James M. Shackleford as attorney during 

the year and his work has been satisfactory. I also entered into 

a eontract with the Hon. J. M. .alson of .mshington , D. C., and N • B. 

Ainsworth to look after our interest before congress and the supreme 

court of the United St a tes. The Indian appropriation bill contains 

a clause giving us the right of appeal i n all cases and also to test 



the right of congres s to authorize t he Dawes commi ss i on or the Uni ted 

States courts to say who are citi zens of ou r nation. As these cases 

have precedence we hope t o have a decis ion t his inter on this 

tmportant question. I n t he meantime we are doing al l within our 

power to protect ourselves agai ns t these would-be Indians . I am particu­

larly anxious to beat these cases for t wo r easons: fi r st , because 

a large number of t hem are whi tes and have not a drop of Indian 

blood in them; second, because no good can come from a set of people 

who deliberately and wi li'ul lY .. perjure t hemselves for t he sa.ke of a 

few acres of land. Such peopl e are essent ially bad . .fuen a man 

will steal his home by perjury he is bad at heart ; and every t i me 

he looks at his home and land so gott en t he thought of his perju 

and robber y will come up. There can no good citi zens come from home s 

whose closets contai n skelet ons of perjury and robbery . d so I 

hope you will continue my aut hor i ty t o do all i n my po er to beat 

these vampires who are seeki ng to saddl e t hemselves on us . 

Appropriations ~- In t he matter of maki hg appropriat i ons 

I especially urge t hat you exercise great care , for the f i nancial 

condition of our nation wi l l not admit of extravagant and injudicious 

legislation, neither will t he presid~nt under whos e offi cial not i ce 

all your acts must come, permit i t. I recommend that you i nc l ude . 

all special appropriations in the general appropr i ation bill i n 

order that they may pass at one time under the presi dent's super­

vi sion. lii s ti~ is precious and he should be given as little 



trouble as possible. I am a firm believer in presidential 

supervisio~ , and ·the proper course for us to pursue is to see the 

aid and aqvice of . the president in all of our affairs . ~U1d i n 

conclusio~ , gentlemen, I will say that the government t hat we build 

up under our agreement must be able to stand the scrutiny of all good 

men. We must look upon the president and the United St ates as our 

friends and must act on the principal that the seek and desire our 

best political and temporal welfare. 'If e live up to the spirit 

and intent of t he gove r nment created in t he agree ent we il l have 

our political destiny in our own hands and it will be arder to dis­

lodge us at the end of ei ght years than it as to ' ke the agreement . 

But if we are not going to turn our faces towards pr ogress and nine­

teenth century ideas we s i mply will be left . I ndians must obe • as 

the white people have to obey the laws of progress . So let us look 

to the future wi th hope and a determination to meet whatever it 

contains with honest hearts; let us forget the past ; let us be 

friends .in deed and in t ruth , and that God who is mercy and justice 

will·not forsake us. 

GRES1 r.rCCURTAIN, 

Principal Chief, 
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LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAIN 

Sans Bois , I . T. Dec . 30 , 1898 

Mr. W. M. Dunn, Red Oak , I . T.: 

Dear Sir: 

I have your l et t er of the 29th i nstant ; and in 

reply ·would say t hat while it is current ly reported 

that .the timber a ct ~as sed a t the recent session of 

Council was not approved , ye t I have had no offi ci al 

notice to that effect . Counci l als o passed a 1 w 

abolishing the off ic e of Nat i onal Agent , thus le aving 

~he Nation without any one authorized to make 

contract; but should contra ct be made , t here is no 

one authorized to collec t the royalty , as Council also 

passed a law abolishi ng the offi ce of Inspector . 

There being, t herefore, no one aut hori zed t o make a 

binding contra ct, one tha t could b e enforced in a 



court, and no one authorized to receive the roya lty 

under a contract , I have de cided to take no furtrer 

steps in the matter , and will let the t imber business 

stop, e:t~rc:ep j; mining timbers . I am , hovever , doing 

all I can to hurry up the allotment , and am in hopes 

we will be ab l e to give members of t he tribe s s.1 ch 

title in a few months as will enable .t hem to sell 

their timber. All t here is left f or you is to w it 
until t hat time. 

Jhatever my personal fe elings might be in this 

matter, I am compelled to t ake t he above stand becaus e 

of the unanimous a ction of the las t Council i n repealing 

the law al lowi ng the timber contracts . I find among 

all my people everywhere , with the fewest exceptions , 

earnest approval of the Council's a cti on i n stopping 

the timber busi ness . s Chief , I am bound to r espect 

the wishes of so great- a maj ority of my p eople . 

very trul y , 

GREEN ~c CURT · IN 

Prin. Chief Choctaw Nation. 
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LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAIN 

Hon. N. Jj Holson 

Circuit Judge, First Jud . Dist. 

C. N., Summerfi eld, I . T. 

Sir: 

Sans Bois, I . T. 

July 29th, 1899 

Your attention is called to a statement 

made by u. s. Indian Inspector Wright In a letter 

to me dated May 27th, 1899, written in referance 

to a letter from me to the Inspector concerning 

the enforcement of our medical laws, which state-

ment is as follows: 

"As I advised you t ·he Interior Department 

Will see that the tribal laws are complied with 



by non-citizens, PROVIDING that the tribal officers 

comply strictly with the tribal laws in good faith 

and show no discrimination. Many complaints have 

been made that this Medical Board is not acting 

in good faith, and not dealing justly with all, 

and unless assurance is furnished me that they will 

so act hereafter, it will be necessary for me to 

recommend to the Department that the tribal laws 

be not enforced." 

The above statement of the Inspector needs 

no explanation; nor has it any mysterious applicat~on 

it simply means that the Chaeta officials, not 

the Medical Board alone, are required and must 

do their duty and t heir full duty if they expect to 

continue the Choctaw government for eight years 

from March 4th, 1898. 

You are, therefore, informed that a strict 

performance of duty by the officials of this 

nation is required; of the circuit judges, district 

attorneys, sheriffs and others, and so much of our 

jurisdiction as ·was retained under the agreement 

be fully exercised and the laws executed to the 

letter. And any official failing to petorm his 

duties as required by law will be promply removed 



trom office without further admonition . 

In the matter of trials before your court , 

I must insist upon the administration of the law , 

not only justly but firmly and in the interest of 

peace and good government. Unnecessary delay in 

the trial of cas es obstruct s the course of the law 

and not infrequently defeats justice; trials should , 

therefore, be as speedy as circumstances of the 

case will admit and as would be consistent with a 

fair and firm a~~mmstration of justice . Leniency 

to excess should not be practiced by the court; 

it creates disrespect and finally contempt for our 

laws, and renders their enforcement difficult . In 

the discharge of your duty , you should not be deferred 

in the exercise of your authority by threats of 

defendants or their a ttorneys to seek redress in 

the courts of the United states, for it is not 

the policy of the United States government to 

obstruct or interfere with the course of justice 

when properly pursued and carried out. I would 

advise you to thoroughly acquaint yourself with 

the laws of this nation governing cases over which 

your court has jurisdiction that you may fully 

understand their application and readily rule on them. 



Without casting any aspersions particularly 

upon your official character and the manner in which 

you have heretofore performed your duties , you 

are informed that better results are expected from 

the circuit courts of this nation; that a fair, 

im~artial and fearless administration of the laws 

of this nation is required. The time (eight years 

from March 4, 1898) 

allowed us to wind up the affairs of our tribal 

government is limited and short , and if we continue 

in the same desultry manner that has for years 

characterized our court procedure the l~pse of 

eight years will find us in really a more unpre­

pared condition for the contemplated changes than 

at the time the agreement was made This, I hope, 

conveys clearly to your mind my intention in thus 

calling your intention to these facts; and I 

indulge the hope that you will readily perceive the 

necessity for firm and speedy administration of 

our laws -- the continuance of our government for 

the stipulated time depends upon our conduct of its 

affairs -- and that you will discharge your duties 

in a manner looking to that end. I have written 

to the several district attorneys directing that 

( 
J 



they inaugurate a vigorous and uncompromising pros­

ecution against all violators of the Choctaw law 

coming under their jurisdiction. 

Very respectfully, 

GREEN McCURTAI N 

P . C., C. N. 
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PORTION OF S G 0 · cOURT IN 

Green ~c Curtain , the able retiring executive 
of the Choc t aw nation, delivered his last message 
to the Choctaw council onday . ong other things , 
he said : 

"The Da es commission gave notice that a land 

office woul d be ·apened ,at Atoka , September 1 , 1900 

for t he pur ose of making preliminary allotments of 

Choctaw and Chickasaw ci tizens . As neither the 

citizenship r olls have been completed , nor the lands 

appraised, nothi ng more than a preliminary allotment 

of 170 acres was comtemplated . After mature consid-

eration, I bec ame convinced that , f or many reasons , 

this arrangemen t was i mmature , unpracticable , and 

would be unsatisfa ctory to our people . an of them 

hav inclosed and i mproved the lands they desire to 

hold as allotments for themsel ve s and fami lies , and , 

? 



under the rul e s of t he secretar y , they oul d be 

required t o select the r efrom homes t eads of 160 

acres each for themselves, wi ves and minor child­

ren, and the remainder might be taken for home­

steads by others. 

"The agreement never contemplated this dis­

turbance of the hold i ngs of our people, if within 

their proportionate shares, a nd , I wa s not tilling 

to agree to a plan of allotment that would ork this 

result. In addition to this , every ci tizen v.ould 

be put to doubl e expense and trouble , since he would 

be required to vi sit the land office twice in order to 

secure h is full allotment . Furthermore, until the 

rolls are completed , nd the number of Choctaw and 

Chickasaw ci t i zens thus determined, and all the lands 

appraised, the amount of land to wh ich eoch would be 

entitled can not be deter mi ned . For these reasons 

I, jointly, with Gov . Johnston , of the Chickasa s , 

addressed a wr i tten request to the Da~es co ission 

to postpone the opening of such land of fice, hich 

was accordingly done. 

TOWNSITES . 

"In the ma tter of t ownsite s , the Atoka agre~ment 

J 



provides for the a p ointment of one co~ssion for 

ea ch of the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations , compos ed 

of one member appointed by the chief executive of t he 

tribe end one by the president • . All townsites in the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nations are to be ~id ou t an~ 

pla t ted by t hese c o~~issions , such plats t o be 

approved by the secretary of the interior. After 

completion of s urve v and approval of plats these com­

missions, a prai se all town lots nd sell t he same . 

This is the plan agreed upon be t ween the Uni'ted States 

government and the tribes in the Atoka agreement and 

satisfactory . Under t hese commissions as ny sur­

veying parties as may be necess ary to plat all the 

towns in shortest period of t i me de sirable may be 

employed, and the a praisemen t would follow and be 

completed and the lots sold wi th all needed de spatch ; 

and hence there can be no possible need of added 

ma chinery to fac ilitate the wor k . At t he suggestion 

of non-citi zens , however , congr ess by revision in the 

Indian appropriation bi ll, a proved ay 31, 1900 , 

authorized the laying out , l at ting and a pr aising of 

our towns by commissions appointed under the Curtis act . 

The interior department is now proceeding with the 



townsite work in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations 

under the above named act, and the entire work of 

d i sposing of our property by these methods is with-

ou t our consent and in disregard and violation of 

the Ir ovisions of the .Atoka agree:roon t, to which 

the government only three years ago solemnly pledged 

its faith . In addition to t he moral obligations 

involved, the action of the department in so pro-
' ceeding is void in that it affects our title and 

ownership in an d to our 1 nds without our co nsent by 

carving townsites from our public doma in, extinguish-

ing our title and vest ing it elsewhere . 

"It is cle r th a t s uch proceedings are void 

and that no title to lots sold under this regime can 

ever be conferred ·upon purc hasers thereof,. and to 

my mind , it is unwise policy for the government to 

proceed in such manner, and will work great incon­

venience to the people of the towns to thus suspend 

the permanent settlement of their affairs and leave 

them wi t11ou t titles, when they rnigh t be so easily 

secured by proceeding under the agreement . 

"Every interest of all classes in t his territory 

demands t hat such course be pursued in townsite and 



other matters as will permanently settle , instead 

of thus confusing matters of such i mportance to all 

concerned. All this I exc~edingly regret , since 

we have tried so hard to work i harmony · th the 

United States government , and ere the first tribe 

to accept its overtures and enter into an agreement . 

TRIBAL T.A.XE 

"The collection of our tribal reve ues is 

necessary to the continuation of our government as 

contemplated by the Atoka agreement . Duri n the 

past year a senti ·ent of opposition to the payment 

of these taxes became vuite general. This opposition 

has became especially ac t ive and violent i the 

Chickasaw nation, and culminated i n organized resist-

ance and the institution of suits seekin to enjoin the 

collectors . The attorneys for the Chickasaw nation who 

are our attorneys entered this liti ation promptly and 

vigorously, and su·cce eded in defeating the suits and se­

curing from the courts a decision upholdin the validit of 

the tribal laws i mposing these taxes , and of the laws of the 

United States governing trade and intercourse 1ith the 

Indians, under which , non-citize s refusing t o pay 

may pe \:put out of the terri tory as intruders · 



"Notwithstandi ng thi s, this organization of 

non-citi zens sent appeals t o Wa shington imploring the 

authorities to suspend action . These appeals were 

met there, a s the y were in the court , and the result 

is that, within the last few weeks, Ron. ~ohn r. 

Griggs, attorney general of t he United St tes , has 

delivered a compr ehensive opinion upholding the 

tribal taxes, the Unit ed States intercou rse l aws , 

end declaring the ower and authority of the interior 

department to enforce them. Up on this decision 

the interior department has issued a notice to 

non-citizens of t he Choctaw and Chickasaw nations 

that if they fail to p6'Y the t~xes due the nation 

upon demand after september 28 they will be sun~arily 

removed a s in t ruders . It is hoped that there will 

be no further opposition and that the nations will be 

thus enabled to collect their revenues without further 

delay. 

"The eyes of the whole count ry are upon us as 

we proceed i n t he dischar ge of the duties before us , 

and we cennot be too careful of our conduct . Every 

act of ours will be scrutini zed and criti ci sed , and 

any misconduct or mi s take may work injury and r efl ect 



discredit upon our country and our eople. 

The ordeal through which we are p3.ssing is 

most trying, and n ever did a na tion or people so 

need faithful and patriotic service. Let each be 

true to his trust. Le t no bill be even introduced 

which could be que st ioned, and which is not clearly 

designed for t he promotion of the ver y best intetests 

of our people, 
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PORTivN OF ~S·~'AGJt~ OF C!fU.a~ MCCURTAIN 

~ outh J•.c l est r , I . T., oct . a. 

The annual message ot Governor I· oCurta.in , has been 
subilli ·tted to the Choctaw General Assembl y in session 
at Tuske.homa. 

Governor dcCurtnin 1s the pioneor in al lotment , 
and his leadershi p resultea in the toka agree ent , 
now being carried out . He is on of the gre test 
men the Qhootaw Nation hus produced . After hav1 g 
served his people f'or :tour years as Chief Executive , 

· he now retires , and t nis message is in vhe n tu.re of 
a farewell addiess t o his :people . 

He said in part; 

"It is known to all th the life li1· it ·of our 

government as fixed by the Atoka Agree:me t o .. p i res ,;;>ome 

six years hence t an<l it is ··;ell 1 f or l eg· sla.tive pur­

poses , that we bear in mind our appr oaching tribal dis­

solution. 

"The settlint.:. of citizens ip in the Chocta and 
-

Ch1okasa nat i ons is , uy all ocld .... , p"t ·w..:ount o · 11 

other questions with r ioh our people o o c ol o ~rred . 

"The United States took t e metter or detcrmin-



1ng triba l citizensh i p i n h nd, t h i nki ng to do just1ae 

to ell. The present c dition of citizenship matters 

in the C oote.l nd C1i ckasa n~t ions st nds a s to·crtng 

monuments t o vhe misapprehension t hat i mpelled t e 

Government to t is ac t ion. It as into ed t ha· t here 

ere a n umber of Indians resid tng "fJ ithi n the t r ibes 

an.d f'e 1rly en itled t o c l ti 2ens ip ho ere, for politi­

cal and other un ort b.y purposes,, den i ed enr ollment by 

the tr1b 1 ut hori .,ies . 

N.- . TG F DAWES CO· I SSION 

"Upon t h s theor y the ct of Con es s of June 

10, 1896 sed , vest in) th Dl es Con. i sion 

1th oitizensl i :p Jur1s<l.iot1on , ui t h r t of a e 1 t o 

th United St a·tes Court. To t h is o.pp rentl r i ·r r y 

ot1on by the _ove r nment , k~e t ri e n pro· sted , u. on 

the ground hat t e y l one , · d t e r · .. t to soy 1ho 

should be the ir c it i zens • but t is ··· test ~7 

avail . 

.i thout 

"The p lie nts f or cit i zenshi p ·ero i n o t 

every inst nee 

who had never before cla i med oiti zens1 , 
1n4uoed by the llul' ent a l o. e of co t · i n{~ s me t in f or 

nothing. 



"The Je es Cor· .1 s·ion . s COTilp Osed. of ... en of 

ho or id eb111ty 1 nd t l· e r.- ult I . t l::lct t ese 

un or t hy lie ts , e_ - ' "i a ,of"t every i st'"' ncc ... 

r .1e t ed . .,... r c t i c lly ~ 11 to t h 

.t tes Courts , ~nd : plicAnts ~ er • 11~ t l L O!" t .. very 

o e , d 1 1 t ted. 'l is is n o "' ourpris1 n , si co t . e 

c es ere ref er d t o 

in :r:r:e.ny i nst .:tees , ttorneys i . teres ted i r. li ~e 

c · e , nnd i _ ... no c se of 1 1ch 1. • "'Ve ever he ~ rd 

41d such j_. sters !'· il t o i n i n f ,._ vor of t he 

pplica.:. ts . 

"At the beg1 1.~ni 1 f vhos ~ ci t 1zenshi ' II li-

o tiona Ld c pi os of , T" er onl 

upon th,~ ;.over .or o· one of t ·· c n t i.ons . 

Jud er t · r d r d nly 

l t1on. 

" f•O such t } n s t} 

ao take .. agc.inst joi 

an here el s tl' 

nl. 

co of 

r 

e i nst t e Cl1oc 

rc 0 1 t f j u gm nt 

. ould be t hou. h t o · 

tl c c rth., f in l a 

uch Judcm~nt . re voi s to bot 1-'ertie , 

not , 1 fe e t tl 1r joint r ro or -rr . 

- 0 . ., '1. 
.C. .. ~ I 

v1.g oou id ce i n our t ' e 



1 portal ce of t e subj ct I re o 11 .n th t · o ke 

11 r 1 ~pro ri io., f r e .&. 0 oc · i o of Le 

citi zen hi 

~ e .li 1 th t 1 . 

ott ice oul e ... 0 e e 1 ,, 190 I V t 

tor t he )Urpose pr i .i l lot_mt t o 

Choe'e nd Chick 'l C l t . • 

consider tion b c •• o onvi n e h ' fo r .. n 

n one, th1 rr~n er t J 1 t urc , i mp ctic ule t 

an oul Le . s a ti..:Jl. ctor- 0 1.r )G ..lo . 

"I jointly i i vern or ol s t Lo Cl ic:-

res sed r i .c .. 0 t he i sion 

\o post1 o t h e 1 of ucl nil o 'f ice , h i ch 

8 ceor 1nt_.ly ( 0 .. . 
"Th coll .c tio 0 ur r i 1 IC enue i _ .. ces s y 

~ t he co tinu t i o of ou c vcr 10 ' 
or t e. la. t d 

bJ th tok r During th p s e r 

ent1 e1 t 0 si ... o 0 th t 0 t . e 

b c e uite enercl . 

lo n •• Grigg s r n y Ge r 1 f c u 41 ed 

• e del i v reu ...> i io , 

1ng t h trib os , tl ni teu J t .t 

our e 1 s , 1 d ec r in > t l· _Jo cr n 



author! ty of th . Interior D p rt .... nt to enfo·rce 

the~ Upon tis decision t h, Interior ep rt-

nt 

Choct 

s 1ssu notiee to non- ci 1ze s of ~ 

and Chick ti ona, t t i f t e y f a il 

to pey tho tn ue tl ... 

arter 3e.p ten b r 28 . the . ill be 

a intruders. 

' 'ld t . 

rily rem0ved 

"I do~.re 1 ·t t. >t 1m r ." per o submit fe generf l 

observe ti ... i S ns o t e duties of tne o ·r 1co:r2 o_ 

our n t1on . An i da · rev ils r. ... n o.;)or..e t h t no 

man cen hold . n office and be stric t ly ho , t . thi 

cennot be so.. If a.n of f ic.er leo i n hon st 

men he 111 be n hon • t o fi eer. ·nd i f h is 

d1shone t 1· n he will be a i s honoet off cer . "­

publio . 
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· EDITORI AL ON FRANC'"rii SE TO GET ELECTRI C C.c RS 

The u.ne xpe cted h s happened , South 1\dc.Ale s t er 

ha s a t l a st t aken her stand as t he mos t progres s i ve 

city i n the t if in t er itorie s ; the onl y one t ha t has 

gr an t d a f ranch ise f or a n e l e ctr ic l i ne . 

After many mont s of ha rd work , -wa it i ng and 

wa tch i ng , t he city co uncil of South r.~cAle ster ha s 

a t l a st made t he f i r s t move on t he new che cker board 

of progress. I t ha s a t l a s t suc ceeded in getting a 

proposition t ha t do e s no t co nce de more than wa s a 

business-like t r ansfer of one r i ght fo r another . 

The new f r a nchi se a s pa s sed to day bears t he 

ear ma rks of conser va t ism a nd tho ught . I t is t he 

remnants of t he best proposition ever pre se ~ te d bo iled 

down and shot to p ie ces wi th conce s sio __ s by t he com-

pany. 

The Capita l i s pr oud of t he ci ty counci l and 

espe o i a lly so f or t he a bl e , di plo!!ln t i c ma nner t hey 

stood for t he best i nterests of t he city . he have 

I 
' J 

j 



given us t he "mo st for our noney. n 

The succe s sful company evidently mean to 

g ive us a fa i r a nd squ r e dea • 'lr . Bo- le , t he pro­

motor, has a ll l ong been candid a nd open i n his 

s t a tements a nd _is eage r ne s s t o ae cur e t he fr anchise , 

and willingne s s t o tie thems elves do n can be con­

strued · s ev i den ce of good f a i t h . Be ha s t he be st 

wishes of a l l t ha t are lo ya l to t he i r na t ive ci t y . 

Counc i l co nvened a t 7 : 30 . Ther e a s ui te 

a good a t t end n ee of specta t ors a nd t ne f u l r eper­

senta tion of city off ici a l s . 

The us unl pre l i _i na r y bus ine s s wa s t hen di s­

posed of. Chief Coll i e r ' s r epor t for t he month of 

!ovember s howe d colle c t ions f roTI fi e s , e tc . t o be 

.... 108.70. 

number of a ccounts 1ere al l o ed . Gus 

Gill fil ed a e ti tion a sk i ng fo r a r educt ion i n 

t axes on his bur ned proper t y , claiming tha t he h ~ 

received little benef it t here rom dur i ng t _e f i sca l 

year prior to t he f i re and s he cou d no t r e uild 

he prayed t he co unc il t o make a r educt i on i n his t a:::­

a tion. Referr e u t o fi nanc e cor~mittee . 

A petiti on from J . F . cr i g , J . . ~i lki ns , 



D. E. Cla r r , I . . Yoes and , . E. Pannel l , ask i ng 

for the a lley running north a nd south i n block 47 

be ordered open for publ ic traffic. ~eferred to com­

mittee on s t r ee ts end a lleys . 

l de r nan Genung then present ed an ordinance 

crea ting t he off ice of city auditor a t a sa l ary of 

$120 per annQm and naming the city clerk a s ex- officio 

audi t o r . The ul es were suspended and ordinance 

pas sed t o se cond and third reading . ~ copy of the 

new ordinance appears in toda 's Capita l . 

By Genung -- An ordinance a c ; epting the m p 

prepa re d by t he 1I ownsi te Comu.ission as the officia l 

map of the c i ty of South :c.n.l e ster . Ru_e s susp ended 

and ordinance passed . 

• n ordinance presented by wr . Genung , rela tive 

to t he obs truction of streets hnd side al ks , was re­

ferred to the co~ , ittee o ~ streets nd alleys . 

fr . Genung then presente ~ anothe r ordinance 

rela tin t o t he storage of povder , dynami t e and oth r 

explosive s. Under this a ct no ~ercha tis a lo ed 

to keep over 50 pounds of explosives for sa le .a t 

one time and even i n tha t event they must be P a ced 

in a stro g i r on covered bo l a bele d ' Powder ' " 8 d 

st a tioned within ten fe e t of the m in entra ce of . 



the store in a lac tion s el e c ted by the chief of 

police. he ma t t er as br ought t o a vote and defe a t ­

ed by a vote ~f 5 for and 3 a ga i nst . 

An ord inance crea t ing the office of city 

weighma ster s r efer red to a CO!~itte e . 

'The plans for the Grand avenue viqduct over 

the Ka ty tra ck s ~ere approve d . 

· printing com_mi ttee composed of 

ung and ~er c er was appointed . 

bro Ee , Gen-

By mo t i on O .L .:r . Genung t he Boyle ordinance 

wa s taken up fo r considera ti on . Then the f ur com­

menced. 

s ection by s e ction of t he electric car 

franchise wa s r e d a nd i almo ~ t every ca se was a ­

mended material l y by Iv!r . Genung who s tood i th a 

stack of type-writ ten amend _ents ready to puncture 

the franchise a t ever y step . 

Then c~me sp rrin r~ tche s bet\ een t he 

council and Mr. Boyle and one by one they i ere put 

to a vote a nd approv~d b t he counci l . }~ . Boyle 

was extremely cour teous in a ccep t in ~ t e m ny bro d­

Sides fi r ed i to is proposition and demonstrated 

his e a gerness to r e ceive t he fr cr ch ise by' allo ing 

almost every ame dment t o go by with ut opposition . 



on two or three questions t he city conceded J Oints 

in the Genung ar e ndments . The points gained l a st 

night through ~1endments vere: 

Trac_ to be ct S ne r the ce ~ter of t he s tree t 

as possible and of s t andard gauge . Construction of 

roa d not to reta rd street trsff ic and a l streets 

to be repla ced i n good condition after roa d is con­

structed. 

Ord i ance shr ll go i · to effect hen the gr an t ees 

have obtained a f~ nchise f r om t he government to con-

s true t the line to Krebs , .. ld ~rson and ca rbon . Si x 

months thereafter is a .o .ed to begin ork and the 

enti r e system to be in opera tion ithin 12 mont~ s 

i' ror:. date of grant from the federal govern.men t . They 

shall have six mo nt .. s f rom this dat e t o obt in t he 

federal government's pe rm it to construct the line . 

Total length of t ime from date of pas sage of the 

ordinance by the cit of sout I c~ . ester t o t he com­

pletion of the road , e i ghteen months . car .s are to 

run f rom Sout h IT c l _.ste r to Y:r ebs , __ l der son '"' nd Ca rbon 

on Saturday's and 1'onday ' s a s l a te as 12 o'clo ck , 

rr id~ight , and on 11 other night s , ex ~ ep t Sunday , 

until 11 p . m. on s unday i ghts t he limi t i l l be 

10 o'clock . Cars shal l be hea ted f r om ovember 1 



to r:ay 1 of ea ch year . 

The power h us e and car sheds shall be loca ted 

in South -c l es t er. Fare for edul t s s ha _ be 5 cents 

tor one co ntinous passage , i~ si de of t he city of 

south 1 c .1 ster, children et · een t he ages of 5 and 

12 to be 2 ce ts. Transfe rs fr on any one po i nt on 

the system in t h is cit r to ny o ther po int s ha ll be 

given. Such per centwn of t he gross e rnings of 

the comprny re to be oc cupa ti on t ax or license charged 

by the city. Books of t he compan~ are to be a cces­

sible to by the city a t ~ 11 reasonable times . The 

city has t he right to se l e ct hich of the t wo s yste ~s : 

vi-motrn~ or electricity , they desire , prior to the 

commencement of opera tion. If t he cit i s not r eady 

to choose vhi ch of t he t o . they desire a t t he time 

the com~any ill be a l l oTied to make the sele ction . 

The regul a tion of speed to be a t ta ined by 

the cars is re~erved by the city . s tree ts are no t 

to be obstructed or bl ockaded by the opera tion of 

cars. 

Johnson r · ils must be used in cro ss i ng the 

Grand avenue vi ·- duct nd t he rig t to opera te other 

electric lines on s a i d tracl~ s ac --oss t he bridge , is 

reserved by the cit ~ • 



~ith in 0 day2 af t er the pa ssage of the f r an­

chise by t e ci t y , t he compa ny i s to f i l e t he i 

written a cce ... t".n ce a nd depo sit bond of J 2 , 000 in 

two cer ti f i ed c e ck s . If the company f i l t o a b i de 

with the f r a n ch i s e they wil l f orfe it s r e . In the 

event t h t work i s star ted with i n t he pre s cr i be d lin it 

one of the checks f or 01 , 000 is t o be re t ur ned t o the 

company . I n t e eve nt t~a t t he r oa d is no t comple t ed 

ithin t he sp e c i f i ed 18 months , but has been s t a r t ed , 

t henthe comp ny sha ll forf e i t t 1e rema ining $1 , 000 . 

i~ annu8 l Qe t tlen e n t \ i t h t ~ e ci t y sha 1 be ma de 

and a f ull a nd compl e te sta t ement of gros 8 ear i i ngs 

ma de annu~. ll y . 

The mee t i ng i d no t adjourn un t i l a l most one 

O'clock this morn ing . The numer ous amendmen t s a c­

cepted p l a ced t he franc~ i s e i n such s 1ape th~ t i t wa s 

deemed best to re ~ rrc nge be fore final pa s sage a nd a n 

adjourru. en t 1: a t al--en un t il 11 a . rr . to day . 

; t t he ses s i o_ t his morr i nt the fran chi se 

wa s gone over ag in a nd a fe . _i or EL._endmen ts ma de 

at the s, gestion of t he council ~here unon it wa s 

passed a nd a ccep te d by t he Boyl e company . 

t t he ne . com. a ny expr essed h jn-
r.~r. Gr an o -

Belt a s h i ghly p l ea sed \ i t h the fran c i se a nd sa id 



hiS first work would be to get a permit fr om t he 

government to survey t he route . 
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ELECTION PROCLA11!TION OF G. W. DUKES 

Talihina , I . T., 

August 11 . 

Gilbert w. DU!ea. Principal Chi ef of the hoctaw 

Nation, issued t he followi ng proclamation today , calling a 

special Eiection to be held September 25 for the purpose of 

voting on t he supplementary agreement . 

Proelam•tion to t he cotu1ty judges of the seYVral counties 

and to all legal vot er s of t t e 'hoctaw and tihiekasa .1: ations~ 

~areas, an agr eement between commissioners on part of 

the United States and t he Choctaw and ~;hiekasaw ations , made 

at Washington, District of Columbia , arch 21 , 1902 , and ratified 

by an act of Congr ess of the United States , approved uly 1 , 1902, 

entitled, 'An act to ratif'Y irncl confirm an agreement with t he 

Choes .. and Chi ckasaw t ribes of I ndians , and for other P rposes , ' 

ct.On'&aina the following pr ovisions : 

-Thia agreement shall be binding upon the United States 

and upon the Choctaw and (;hic.kasaw ations and all 'hoctaws and 



Chickasaws, when r atified by Congress and by a majori. ty of the 

whole number of votes cast by the legal voters of t he hoctaw 

and Chickasaw tribe a in t he manner following : ~e pr-incipal 

ebiat of the Choctaw -ation and the governor of the Chickasa 

Nation shall, within 120 days after t e r atification of this 

agreement by Gongress , make publie proclamation t hat the same 

shall be voted upon at any special election to be held for 

that purpose within thirty daya t herafter on a cert ain day 

therein named; and all male citizens of e~ch of t he said tribes 

qualified to vote under t he tribal la .s shall have a right to 

vote at the election precinct most convenient to his residence" 

whether the same be within .t he bounds of his tribe or not. And 

if this agreement be ratified by said tribes, as aforesaid , t he 

date upon which said election is held shall be deemed to be the 

date of final ratific·at,ion. 

"'Now, t herefore , we , G-i lbert • Dukes. , Principal 'hi ef 

of the ~hoctaw Nation , and Douglas H. Johnston , Governor of the 

Chickasaw Nation , in conformity ith t he preceding provision of 

the agreement between the Uni ted States and t he Ghoctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations of ~ch 21 , 1902, as r atified by the act of 

Congress approv.ed July 1, 1902 , do issue this , our joint and 

several proclamation, directing and ordering t hat a special 

election to be held at t he var ious voting precincts in t ne several 

eounties of t he Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations on t he 25th day of 

SeptfDber, 1902, for t he purpose of voting l,lpon·· the said agreement. 

I 
0 ..) 
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-said eleetion shall he held and conducted in all respeeta 

aa provided by the constitutions and eleetion l aws of the Choc.taw 

and Chiekasaw ~a.tions, except that all male citizens of eac'h ot 

the said tribes quali f ied to vote under t he tribal laws shall have: 

a right to vote at t he election :precinct most convenient to his 

residence, whether t he same be within t he bounds of. his tribe or 

not. 

~All peraons who are qualified voters under t he constitutions 

ancl lawa ot t e: Choo~a and Chickasa 1 Nat ion , and none others, will 

be entitled to vote at said special election. 

"In witne-ss whereof I , Gilbert • Dukes , Principal Chief of 

the Choctaw 1 at ion, do hereunto set my hand and causa the · eal of 

the Choctaw Nation to be afti~ed at 'l'e.lihina , I . • " on this, the 

11th 4ay of August, • D. 1902 . 

G. • lJOI{ES . 

Princ i pal 'hi ef 

of t he 'hocta ation . " 

The proclamation has t his day been forwarded to Douglas 

H. Johnston, Governor of the vhickasa Nation , for hi s signature . 
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LETTER OF GRE:EN MCCURTAIN 

Sans Bois , I . T., 

].:arch 14 , 1903 

Dear Governor : 

Aft er much serious reflection I am convinced that it is the 

duty of t he I ndi ans composing the five civilized tribes , to make one 

supreme ef f or t to make a state out of the present boundaries of the 

Indian Terri t ory . 

I believe t hat a plan, heartily entered into b the governors 

ot these t ribes , which comprehended the call ing of a constitutional 

convention, composed of Indians, and the adoption of ise fundamental 

laws for t he future government of the state, rould succeed , . said 

constitutions t o be submitted to Congress for i ts approval , and to 

became effective upon the expiration of present treaties after i t 

had been submi t ted t o the vote of the whole people of the territory 

embraced. 



I am convinced that there is a powerful sentiment in and . , 

out of Congress, that i s inclined to give us a state, separate and 

apart from Oklahoma . 

The exclus ion of the liquor traffic from the Indian Terri-

tory, would bring t o our side an influence that is wor~d-wide . 

It seams to me , in the light of our history, it would be 

fitting and just to permit the Indian. to have a voice in the erection 

of at least one st ate , on a continent to which he once lay clai~. 

These slight suggestions are made with the hope that the 

plan, once undertaken , may be har.monious throughout , insofar as the 

Indian is concerned. 

I desire t o add, i~ conclusion t hat I have addressed a 

letter written in a s imilar vein , to the governors of the other 

Nations. I hope, in the event the ideas advanced are in accord with 

your judgment, t hat I may hear from you at an early day on this 

subject. I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

GREEN ,.-CCURrAIN, 

Principal Chief Choctaw ation . 



THE WYNNEWOO D NEW ERA 

Wynnewood, Indian Territory 
Thursday , March 26 , 1903 
Vol. 1 No . 36 
Editor's name not given. 

LETTER OF GREEN McCURTAIN TO THE FIVE TRIBES 

South McAlester: 

Gover nor Green McCur tai n , of the Choctaw 

Nation, has sent the following le tter to each of t he 

five tribes. 

The letter is remarkable inasmuch as it is the 

first suggestion coming from an Indian favoring calling 

a consti tut ional convention for the purpose f etting 

the Indian Territory into the union wi t hout tying our 

hopes to those of Oklahoma: 

an is, I . T • 

. arch 14, 1903 . 

:Dear Governor: 

After much serious refl·ecti on, I am convinc ed 

that it is tbe duty of the Indians c ompos ing the five 

ciVilized tribes , to make one supreme eff ort to erect 



a state out of the ·present boundaries of the I ndian 

Terr:lt ory. 

I believe that a pl~, heartily entered into 

by the governor of these tr ibes , which comprehends 

the calling of a constitutional conven tion, composed 

of Indians, and the adoption of vrise fund amental 

laws for the future government of the state, would 

succeed; said constitution to be sub~itted to congress 

for its approval; and to become effective u~ on the 

expiration of present treaties after it had been 

submitted to the vote of the whole people · of the 

territory embraced . 

I .am convi nced that t here is a power ful 

sent iment , in and out of congr es s, tat is inclined 

to give us a state, separate and apart from Oklahoma . 

The exclusion of the li uor t raffic from 

the Indian Te~ritory would bring to our side an 

influence that is world-wide . 

It seems to me, in the light of our history, 

it would be fitting and just to permit the I ndian 

to have a voice in the erection of at least one 

state, on a continent to which he once Lay claim. 

These slight suggestions are made with the 

hope that the plan once undertaken, may be harmonious 



throughout, 'i n as far as the Indian is concerned . 

I desi re to add , in conclusion, that I have 

addressed a l etter written in a similar vein , to 

the governor s of the other nations . I hope, in 

the event the i deas advanced are in accord with 

your judgment, that I may hear from you at an early 

date on the subject . I am , 

Sincerely yours , 

GREEN McCURTAIN 

Princi pal Chief 

Choctaw Nation. 
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LETrER OF GREEN MC CURTAIN 
. TO CHOCTAW PEOPLE 

Sans Bois, I . T. , 

April 18 , 1903 

Dear Sirs: 

I desire to address you upon the necessity of selecti g 

the best men i n your country, in the coming August election, to 

represent the Choctaw people in the National Council . Our tribal 

government is nearing its close . It is the duty of t he Indian , 

regardless of par ty lines , to lend his aid in the selection of such 

representatives in council as will reflect the intelligence , the 

common honesty and sterling integrity that has ever characterized 

the Choctaws as a people . In the c~isis, through which we are 

.passing, representat ives should be elected tq council who are known 

to possess these commendable qualities . I therefore urge you to attend 

your county convention and earnestly and actively put forth your 

personal effort to t 4 is e .d . 



In clos i ng our record as a nation I trust each citizen will 

teel the fullest individual responsibility and Labor ith a view 

ot making t hat record so creditable t hat it may excite t he respect 

ot those who accomplished t he extinction of our tribal authority . 

~ 

Very respe ctfully, 

GREEN MCCURTAI N, 

Principal Chief Choctaw Nation. 
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INrERVIEW WITH GREEN ~.-CCURrAIN 

At Muskogee while Secretary Hitchcock was there , several 

of the Indian chief executives were present by invitation and each 

presented to the Secretary matters t hat were of pressing importance . 

Regarding t he conference with Gov. McCurtain, the staff correspondent 

of the Kansas Ci t y Journal , a very reliable man, writes as follows: 

Chief 1cCurtain of the Choctaws , asked the secretary to do 

several things for the Choctaws . He called attention to the f act 

that the Choctaws had no competent expert coal man to put on the co -

mission to appraise and sell the 440 , 000 acres of co al lands and asked 

the secretary to put some strong man who is versed i n the coal mining 

business on the commission. 

Mr. Hitchcock said he would do that . The Secretary is an 

old coal w~ne operator hi mself, and says his knowledge of the busi­

ness will enable him to d.ri ve a good bargain for t he Indians hen 

the lands are sold. "That coal l and must bring an adequate price , rr 

said he. 



•. 

The Choctaw chief also spoke of the vast operat ions of the 

timber thieves and the secretary said he would see that the department 

continued its warfare on the thieves . The secretary showed some 

disappointment because the tederal courts had stepped in and enjoined 

the ·department f rom collecting t he tribal tax for the Choctaws and 

intimated t hat he might soon order the tax collected regardless of 

the aotion of t he courts . 

At least that is what cCurta in says . "We also want the 

timber lands wi thheld from allotment until the Choctaws are brought 

to realize fully ho much the timber means to them," said Chief 

MCcurtain. The l and is practically worthless after the timber is cut , 

but the Indians don ' t seem to realize it . They are being hoodooed 

by speculators and sharks into contracting to sell their timber at 

25 cents an acre or less . Such robbery as this should be blocked . n 

The secretary agr eed to block it and, if it is necessary , to ask con­

gress to pass a l aw giving him authorit to handle and dispose of the 

ttmber to the bes t advantage of the Indians . 
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PROCLAMATION OF GREEN lv;CCURT.AI 

Whereas , The General Council of t he Choctaw Nation in 

regular session assembled , adopted a resolution authorizing the 

chief executive of the Choctaw Nat ion to issue a proclamation 

calling .a s pecial election on December 19 , 1903 , for the pu ose 

of submitting to the people the quest ion as to whethe r or not an 

international constitutional convention shalt be held for the 

purpose of erecti a sta te out of what is now known as the Indian 

Territory; and, 

~~ereas, It is provided in said resolution that the vari ous 

county judges shall name the elect ion officers on the first ~onday 

in December, 1903 and t hat the ballots shall be cast as follows : 

Those favoring convention shall vote nFor Convention , " and those 

against conve~tion shall vote "No Convention; " and , 

Whereas, It is further provided that the e·turns of said 

election shall be certified by the election officers -and d ly 

forwarded by regi stered mail to the princi pal cbie of the Choctaw 

Nation; now therefore, 



I, Gr een McCurtain , Principal Chi.ef of the Choctaw 

Nation, by virtue of t he authority in me vested by the general 

council of the Choctaw Nation , do hereby call an election to 

be held on the 19th day of December , 1903, fo r t he purposes 

above set forth. 

In wi tness whereof , I have hereunto set my band 

and caused the great seal of tbe Chocta Nat ion to be affixed , 

at Kinta, Indian Territory , this 17th day of November , 1903. 

GREEN McCURTAIN 

Principal Chief , c. N. 
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M:DURTAIN MEANS BUSINESS 

Gov . McCurtain, of the Choctaw nation , has announced 

that he will begin a campaign at once to oust the men who have con-

tracted for and obtained possession of Indian allotments without ade-

quate compensation. The treaty gave the Choctaw Indians the ri ght 

to lease for periods of five years for adequate compensation , but 

neglected to specify who should pass on the uestion of adeouacy. 

eonsequently all leases have been made between i ndividuals , without 

consulting the Choctaw government, or the interior department . Gov. 

McCurtain says that he has jurisdiction and will spend e~ry dollar 

in the Choctaw treasury , if necessary , to oust the grafters . He 

claims t hat hundreds of' acres have been let for fi ve years for as 

low as $50, the, same land being sub- leased for 3 an acre for each 

season. 



• 
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THE GOTEBO HERALD 

Gotebo, Oklahoma 
Friday, October 21 , 1904. 
Volume 2. No. 38. 
Harry B. Pric e, Editor. 

TEL GRAivi FROM GRE N Me CURTAIN 

The Indian agent here received a telegr am 

from Governor cCurtain of the Choctaw nation ask-

ing t ha t a quad of Indian police be dispatched at 

once to aid the light horsemen of the Choctaw nat­

ion to quell an uprising of the .Snake faction in t&e 

Choctaw nation . He stated that there were seventy­

five Indians congregated near Beech , near the Ark-

ansas line , and that more are arriving all the time, 

and they are threatening and intimidating the in­

habitants of that section . The police were sent as 

requeste • It is the same story of Snakes trying 

to incite opposi tion to taking alloted lands , and 

they are trying to keep all Indians they can from 

doing so , by threatening their lives if they allot 

land~ The authorities here think the disturbing 

element can be quickly brought tmder control . 



• 

THE CLAREMORE P OGRESS 

Claremore Ind. Ter., 
saturday, .Jan • . 21, lQ05 
Vol. 12 No . 51 
A. L. Kates, Editor 

EDI'roRIAL ON E. A. HITORC())CK AND GREEN MCCURTAIN 

South cAles~er . 

A te legr am from ashington stetes that ' . 
HitohooOk, secretary of the interior, has drawn a 

drett on the Choctaw tribal funds held in trust by 

the .govermnent tor . 750,000, payable t o ihanstield, 

McMUrrey & cornish, a law firm here, .1n payment tor 

aervioea renaered 1.n t he pro·secution of 20,000,000 

worth ot alleged fraudulent eit1zensh1p olaims. • 

Moody, the attorney general rec.ommended the t the 

claim be allowed. 



THE_ MANNSVILLE 1\TE~S 

Mannsville, I nd • . Ter . , 
Friday, Apri l 28 , 1905 
Vol. 1 No. 44 
Dr. 0. Wood Propr ietor 

EDITORIAL 0 EEDS I SSUED BY GP.EE n:CCURTAI J 
/' 

AND D. H. JOHNSTON 

Muskoeee , I • T. , 

April 24 . 

I n t he matter of the controversy between Governor J,:ccurt ain 

of the Choc t aw Nation and the Secretary of the Interior over the issuance 

of deeds' by the fo rmer t o allottees bef ore they are approved b~ t he 

Secretary or recorded by the Da es Commission t here are no new develop-

ments. 

In well info rmed circles it i s stated t hat a different for.m of 

deed is being used by the Governor (who denies t he right of the Secre-

tary to a ssume authori ty over the issuance of patents) from the regular 

deed issued by t he Gover nment through the Interi or Department . 

The act ion of t he Choctaw execut ive is regarded as of grea t 

tmportance, owi ng to t he fac t that it will probably be the result of 

clouding t he ti tle t o every tract of land deeded to by him to an 

allottee. Duri ng the present week an off ic ial r eport wi ll be made 



oa the situation by the Dawes Commission and a· definite policy 

decided upon by the Department of the Interior . The complications 

ot this problem and the probable reopening of the citizenshi 

cases, supposed to have been finally adjudicated by the citizenshi p 

court, has given the Dawes Commission an i nteresting week . 



~rietta , Ind . Ter., 
'lay 19, 1905 

Vol. 10 No. 25 
V11lis Choate , Proprietor 

EDITOR! L ON DEEDS BY GREEN _._cOURT _J 

£tuske gee : 

The Dawes commi ssion has r eceived a communication 

from Gre en ~cCurtain , governor of t he Choctaw I nd i an 

nation, i n whi ch he sets fo rth hi s op i ni on on the del i ver y 

of patents to t he Choct aw allo t tees without t he appr ova l 

of t he s ecreta ry of t he i nt eri or . · .. cCur t a i n · says t he re 

is no l aw , made eithei by trea t y or by ·congre ss , which 

authorizes the s ecret ary of the interior t o i nterfere 

with t he delivery of deeds . He a lso make s some sarcasti c 

remarks i n reference t o ~~r . Hitchcoc k , v.hom he char ges 

with meddling . one of t he statements mad e is , " I do not 

presume t hat t he secret.ar y of t he interi or ha s universal 

power. " 

This caustic remark wa s called forth by a de­

cision of the de artment of justi ce de f ining the powers 



of the secretary of the int erior . Governor :£Curtain ' s 

communica tion i s an i ndependent and saucy one . The 

Choctaw chief also states that he has delivered nearly 

all t he eigh~ thousand patents sent hi m, and if the 

Dawes commission refuses to fo~Jard the deeds he will 

call in the c e rt ifi cates of allotment which have been 

issued to Choctaw and Chi ckasaw citizens , and will issue 

deed of his own maki ng . This , he i nsists , accord i ng t o 

the treaties and t he act of congress , is perfectly legal . 

He also says he has had a conf erence 11i t l Governor 

Johnston of t e Chicka saw nat ion , and t he policy as out­

lined above has been a greed upon . The patents h ich are 

being delivered wi ll be rec orded i n the recording 

districts, i nstead of t i th the Dawes co ission . s ec ­

retary IIitchcock has ordered t 1e Dawe s c oF~ission to 

not deliver any more deeds t o the belligerent governors . 

The Indian chiefs ave been ful l y advised by their 

attorneys, who ins i s t that ~h ey are proce edi ng acc ord i ng 

to the acts of congr ess and t he Irdian treaties . 
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Clarence B. Douglas , Editor 

l1 SAGE OF GREEN McCURTAIN 

Tus-kahoma, I . To, 

June 28 . 

The Choctaw Council convened here 1uesday in special 
session, pur suant to call of Governor Green cCurtain. There 
has been much ~eculation as to what purposes the Governor had 
in mind conveni g t he council, many supposing t hat t he matter 
of tribal t axes and the subject of land patents would be brought 
up. · e Governor ' s mes sage , however, will i gnore these topics 
eompletely, concerning itself principally with the disposition 
of t he coal lands , distribution of surplus lands , school facilities 
for children of full bloods , and t he designation of some properly 
eonstituted authority for winding up t he affairs of t he nation 
a:f't&r expirat ion of the tribal government . .!following is the 
message in full: 

To the Senat e and House of 

Reprasenta t i yes of the c.;hoota . 

Council, in Extraordinary Session Assembled. 

Gen tlamen.: 

I have convened you respective, bodies in extraordinary 

taking such ac tion as is best calculated 
aeeaian for t he purpose of 

Of the vhoctaw people in t he final 
to further protect t he interest 

disposition of their affairs . 



.b.ND OF TRIBAL GOVE~ 

It is evident to all who are conversant with tribal matters 

that it will be physieally impossible to ind up the business re­

lations with t he Government of t l e United tates within the time 

limit preseri bed by treaty . 

It is equally apparent that it will be necessary, in order 

to properly guard the common interest , t hat Council shall lodge 

the unfinished work into competent han ·i. s . In vesting this authority , 

eare should be t aken that the act designed for that purpose be so 

reasonable in its nature t · at it will appeal with such force as 

Will lead vongr ess to accept and adopt t he suggestions contained 

therein. 'the absolute necessity of i mmediate legislation in t hi s 

respect is so pr essing and impor tant t hat l f elt impelled to con­

Ten& your respective bodies for that purpose . 

tiEGREGATED COAL LAND 

The coal lands t hat have been set apart from the common 

domain of the hoctaw ation have not been disposed of , as con­

tanple.ted by the Supplementary agreement . .rhe bids received for 

these lands under t he sealed bid plan , proved to be wholly in­

adequate, and, upon the recommendation of the coal commissioners , 

were rej ectad by t he honorable Secretary of the lnt er ior. l.iouncil 

should devise acme pl an t hat will be concurred in by the Choctaw 

legislature and ratified by ongressional ction, for the final 

diaposi tion of t his property . 'l'hese lands represent the most 



valuable undivided asse t of the vhoc taw and uhickasaw people; 

and tor that r eason great cara and mature judgment should be 

exercis-ed in vest ing the authority to dispose of the S8llle, to 

the end that something like their real value may be obtained. 

I therefore suggest t hat uouncil enter into . a full consideration 

ot this subjeet in order t hat t he above result s may be reached. 

t>UBPLUS L.iiliD 

It i s estimated tha t t here ill be several million acres 

of eurplua land to be disposed of after allotments have been fully 

completed . rrhis is an i mportant matter t hat should receive your 

serious attention, and some steps should be t aken looking to a 

Wiae disposi t i .on of the same . 

CHOOL .t<'OR .lfULLBLOUDS 

The most serious solici t ude t at l tertained hen 

entering int o a treaty with t he uo r.rument , as in behalf of our 

tullblood people . I felt then , and l feel now,. t hat t hey are so 

utterly unprepared to meet new conditi ons that it seems almost 

a crime to f orc e t his change upon them. I realized fully at 

that time t he unfortunate· results t hat would spring therefrom; 

but t he tull blood tide of public opinion was then against us 

and was sweepi ng everything before it, and merely resolved 

itselr into a choi ce between two evils . In the matter of the 

education of the children of t his .class, I feel a grave concern. 



The disposition of these people are such that t heir children • 
by reason or their pride and racial characteristics , will not 

sutter t he humdliati on t hat Will be heaped on them as a result 

of race prejudic·e in mixed schools; this will result in the 

withdrawal of t hese children from t hese schools . The evils 

here complained of have been manifested , more or less , even 

in our own national sehools between t he half- breeds and full­

bloods, and it is certain to be more pronoun~ed and f ar - reac hing 

1n the schools of the future . 

I, for t hat reason , r ecommend that some provision be 

made "that. would tend to furnish schools for t hese children , 

that are pr acti cal and best suited to t heir needs in order that 

their material progress and advanc ement "¢&1 continue along the 

lines of t heir f ixed ~haracter and traditional surroundings . 

CONCLUSI ON 

The work in hand ought to be vigorously taken hold of 

and pushed to a speedy conclusion . The t ime has arrived when 

wa must act with energy and determination . The United St ates 

Gov~rnment, t hrough its various departments , are disposed to ac­

cord us :fair consideration in matters touchi ng our interest s 

and it becomes our dut y to fully express t he opinions we ent er­

tain relative to t hi s i nt erest . I earnestly hope t hat you will 

fully comprehend action , to t he end t hat we may protect t his 

inteTest in which we all f eel a serious concern . 



E.ARLY ADJOURNMENT 

While no undue haste is insisted upon , it is to be hoped 

that Council will t ake up these various matters at once with the 

tull determination to act intell igently in behalf of one common 

interest, and that, upon conclusion of their work , Will promptly 

adjo~. I shall subrrdt by special message such other observations 

as may occur to me as proper during your deliberations . 

Respectfully submitted, 

GRE • Me CURTAIN. 
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EDITORIAL ON GREEN 1LCCURTAI 

South McAlester . 

Thi nk of a man sitting a t his des' for a year riting hi s 

own name over and over -- nothi ng else but his name . 

This is the unusual task before Governor Green .~cCurtain 

ot t he Choctaw nat i on , who is now busy signing t he thousands of deeds 

to Chocta l ands ~hich will be distributed among individual allottees . 

Governo r -·~cCurtain has been at work on the deeds for about 

seven weeks . He averages three thousand signatures per week , and at 

this r ate he wi l l be completing the task in about one year from date . 

"It is a t iresome and monotonous task , " said the governor . 

"If. I could but have something else to wri te except my own name then 

it . would not ea r so on me , but the arm movement is al ways t he same , and 

it produces cramp or ' pen ' r heumatism. " 

Some mathematical enius could f i nd recreation if he would but 

figure out how many ba r re l s of i nk C~vernor McCurtain ill use before 



all of the Choctaw patents are issued . The number of steel pens 

worn out might al so add to the gai ety of the civersion and be of some 

interest. 

George Scot t , secretary and treasurer of the Choctaw na tion, 

and Governor cCurta i n ' s almost constant companion , sa s the chief of 

the Choctaws s t arts in some days and arks on the deeds eighteen hours 

at a stretch. 
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T.hursd~, October 5, 1905 
Volume 20, No. 21 
Paul B. Smith, Editor 

MESSAGE OF GREEN McC~TAI~ 

To the Senate and 

House of Representatives: 

Gentlemen: 

The convening of the .last General Council, so close upon 

the dissolution of Tribal Government, on March 4, 1906, clearly 

indicates that no further legislation looking to the betterment of 

our condition could become effective before the end of our govern-

ment. 

As Chief Executive, I became so thoroughly imbued with this 

idea that I convened an extraordinar.y session of Council in June 

for the purpose of such legislation as I deemed absolut ely necessary 

to protec t our ~interest in the final disposition of our affairs . 

It is clear to the thinking mind that our property will not 

be divided and the funds equally distributed on arch 4, 1906, as 

contemplated by the Treaties . It is a.l e.o apparent that MY legis-

lation effecting the joint property, to become valid, would have to 

~ceive the concurrence of the Chickasaw Legislature: and that un-



less reasonable time were given for this purpose, no legislation 

could be had. I therefore deem it my duty to convene council and 

point out these facts; and urge the enactment of some measure look-

ing to a proper and final disposition of our coal and asphalt lands, 

and also the extension of such authority already vested in the Chief 

Executive t o act in behalf the Nation after arch 4,1906. 

I n conformi ty with these recommendations the special session 

adopts an ac t favorable to extending to your Chief Executive auth-

orit7 to act ~or the Nation beyond arch 4, 1906, and by an Act, in 

which t he Chickasaw Legislature must concur, it empowered your Chief 

Executive to take the necessary steps to dispose of, at its full val-

ue, the segregated coal and asphalt lands of the Choctaw-Chickasaw 

Nations. 

SURPLUS LANDS 

After t horoughly canvassing the situation I have reached 

the conclusion t hat the Governmenr of the United States is fixed 

in its determination not to allot t he surplus lands among the mem-

bers of t he Choct aw and Chickasaw Nations. 

Its anxiety to close up matters here and thereby avoid the 

expense i ncident there to, has become so intense that I feel that 

t · this regard would 
~ attempt t o secur e a change in the trea Y 1n 

not be granted a re spectful hearing· / . 

I do not bel ieve i t wise to urge a change in this parti-



cular direction, as it might seriously jeopardize out interest in 

more important matters. 

FINAL SETTLE T 

It is evident that a final settlement ith the Government 

will not be had on arch 4, 1906. There is no question as to the 

feeling of sore disappointment among our citizens generally over 

the failure of the Government to live up to the terms of our t reaty 

b7 affecting a full settlement before tribal gove~nment ended. 

So far as my efforts are concerned, no stone has been left 

unturned to secure a speedy conclusion to this end. The fault there­

fore can not be attributed to your local administration, but is rat­

her the result of a policy over which we have had no control. 

The complications which have arisen in the settlement of 

this vast estate have been manifold however; and any criticism of 

those in authority might have a tendency to attach where it does 

not belong. Under the authority to act for t he ation after the 

end of tribal government, I shall deem it my sacred duty to protect 

out mutual interest by every means a t my command. The confidence 

you have reposed in me shall in no ise be shaken by any question­

able act of mine. As the trustee of this valuable property I shall 

at all timea labor to secure a f~i~ and equitable dist ribution of 

the funds among the owners thereof. 



CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 

The Constitutional Convention that assembled ~t ~~skogee 

has completed its labors and will submit the Constitution adopted 

to a popular vote of the people on Tuesday , November 7, 1905 . 

This proposed fundamental law has received unstinted praise 

upon every hand. Its pr ovis ions were framed with the view of giving 

ample protection to every class of citizenship embraced in the boun­

dar.y of the new state . I therefore respectfully recommend that the 

Council pas s appropriat ~esolutions endorsing the action of said 

conTention, and memorialize Congress to act in conformity therewith. 

CHICKASAW FREED 

By the terms of the Supplementary Agreement(Sec.40), it was 

provided that the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes should 

make final allotments of land to t he Chickasaw freedmen, and in 

event it should be deterroined by a suit to be hereafterwards inst­

ituted that the Chickasaw freedmen were not entitled to allotments 

i n the Choctaw and Chickasaw lands, the Court of Claims should ren­

der a decree in favor of the Choctaw and Chickasaw ations accord­

ing to their respective interests, with right of appeal to the Sup-

reme Court of t he United States. 

Pursuant to t he p ovis ons of this Act a sui t was insti tted 

in the Court of Claims by ill filed by t he Attorney General of the 

United StE,es, requiring ~he Choctaw and Chi ckasaw Nations and the 



Chickasaw freedmen to interplead and settle their respective rights . 

In this suit i t wa s decided by the court of Claims that the Chick-

asaw fre edmen were not , independently of the Supplementary Agreement, 

entitled to allotments in the Choctaw and Chi ckasaw lands and that 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations recover of the United States the 

value of t he lands alloted t oi t he said freedmen, as directed by 

statute. Thi s case was carried to the Supreme Court of the Uni ted 

States, on cross-appeals by t he nited St ates Government, and the 

Chickasaw freedmen, and the decision of the Court of Claims was 

there affirmed. It was ordered by the Court of Claims as a part of 

its decree , that t he Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have leave to 

apply for an additional decree upon the coming in of the roll of 
v' 

the Chickasaw fre en and t he appraisement of the allotments made 

to them by t he Dawes Commission. determining the amount to be paid 

by t he united St '"_tes to t he Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, as di r -

cted b7 t he s t atut e. 

I have not beenaivised whe ther or -not t he roll of t he Chick-

asaw freedmen, . and the appraisement of allotments to them have been 

completed by t he Dawes Commiss ion. But it is my pur-pose to ascertain 

the status of this mat t er at annearly date , and if t he roll and ap-
,/ 

praisements ha e been completed, to join the Chickasaws in an ap -

lication for an a.ddi t ional decr ee determining the amount d1·.e the 

Choctaws and Chickasaws respectively . Whatever sum may belL Ound t o 

be due us will have to be appr opria t ed by Act of Congress, and it 

is ~ desire to ge t t he matter adjusted at the for t hcoming session. 



FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

It certainly ought to be a source of gratificatiin to our 

people gene~ally that the Choctaw Nation is out of debt and has a 

~lus of $40,000 in the national treasury, subject to the pay­

ment of the regular necessary expense of the Choctaw government. 

The present excellent condition of our financial affairs is attr­

ibuted largely to t he vigorous efforts of our district collectors 

in the collection of roy alties due t he nation, and the good show­

ing made by the various counties in t heir quarterly reports filed 

with the national treasurer. 

DELIVERY OF PATENTS 

The del~ in the execution and delivery of t he patents to 

the allotments was the result of the insistence of the Honorable 

Secretary of the Interior that his approval was necessary in order 

to render a valid title. As Chief Executive I earnestly contend 

that ao such authority had been conferred on the Department by 

either the treaty or Act of Congress, and that his approval of 

the patents was therefore unnecessary. The Department as backed 

in its opinion by the Honorable Attorney General of t he nited 

States, which upheld the right of the Department to with-hold the 

patents until the demand in this particular was acceded to. 

After much serious reflection I felt that perhaps the con­

troversy was a needles s one, re sult ing in delay that .as working a 



great hardship upon the Choctaw people . So I thereupon directed 

our National Delegate, D. C. McCurtain, to proceed to Washington 

and adjust the matter upon the part of the Choctaw ation. 

It was a greed, between the H0 norable S8cretary of the 

Interior and our Delegate, that the patents should be transmitted 

to me by special messenger from the Dawes Commission for signature; 

that the same patents should be t aken in the same manner to the 

Governor of the Chickasaw Nation for his signature ; then taken 
' 

back to the Dawes Commission to be forwarded , through t he office 

of t he Commissioner of Indian affairs , to the secretary of t he 

Interior for his approval; and when approved to be returned to the 

Commission for record, and when recorded t he Choctaw patents to be 

sent to me, by special messenger from the Oo~nission, for delivery 

to the allottees ; and in like manner the Chickasaw patents to be 

sent to the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation for delivery . 

It has been suggested to me recently t hat I r quest the 

Department to deliver t he patents to the allottees; notwithstanding 

the Treaty explicitly points out that it is my duty to "execute 

and deliver" the same. I therefore decline to adopt t he suggestion , 

and shall insist upon t he delivery of t he patents as heretofore 

reed upon. 

Pursuant to t his agreement, the Commission has transmitted 

to me one-third or more of t he patents for my signature, and if the 

work proceeds without further interruption the bulk of the patents 

ought to be in t he hands of t he allottee s in a short time. 



It has been my steadfast purpose to live up to t he treaties 

and to urge the govermment of the United States to do so. The dis-

tinction you have conferred upon me, as a leader and last chief ex­

ecutive, renders it my double duty to exhaust every effort in your 

behalf, and I feel that I have taken no action in connection with 

the patent controversy that will not meet your hearty approbation . 

C01mLUSI ON 

In ·addressing your body for the last time I cannot s.1ppress 

the sentiment we all must feel in common over thearrival of the fat e-

ful day when we must · relinquish the institutions which we have learn-

ed to understand and cherish and face ~ future filled ith a strange 

uncerts.inty and seeming le.ck of interest in our welfare. It may be 

that during the brief period of transition our people have learned 

much tha t will be of value to them in after years. It may be that 
yo 

a majority of theul will adopt frugal habits and thorugh energetic 

efforts keep pace eith the advances of civilization; and that after 

all, the t hings that seem most distasteful now may in the end prove 

blessings in disguise. I feel a t any r ate that this is the proper 

view to take of the change now upon us , and that it is the duty of 

those who understand the situation to teach their less fortunate 

neighbots t he necessity of thrift and economy in order that they 

~ conform to the new conditi9ns and reap whatever benefits that 

merit de•e rves. It is not unreasonable to hope that in~e years 

to come the high standard of cit i zenship of the new state may be 



attributable , in a large measure, to those who can proudly lay claim 

to t heir Choctaw ancestry . 

I shall submit for your consideration and action, by special 

messenger, such other suggestions as may seem appropria.te before 

;your final adjournment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

GBEE:t,i cOURTAIN, 

Prin, Chief, Choctaw Nation . 
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Pall B. Smith, 

1906 
No . 48 
Edi t or 

D TH OF JEFFERSO_ GARDNER 

J"effe rson Gardner , ex- governor of' t he Choctav1 nation , 

died at I dabel on Friday morning , t.nril 6 , af ter an illness of 

tive days from pneumonia . 

i r . G r dner had been attending court at .Antlers and 

was on his way to his home in agleto m. He became ill on the 

train and stopped at Idabel . He grew rapidl y worse until the 

end came on Friday morning. 

Mr . Gar dner was about sixty .years of age and had lived 

all his t i me i n t he Choctaw nation. Ten ear s go he served one 

term as governor . J e Nas very popul ar with t he Indi an peo le 

and was a man of exceptional a t t ainments . 

The remains were buried at Ea ,letown. 
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ED JTORLJ\L ON GREEN ~1CCURI'AIN 

Kinta . 

Governor Green McCurt a in has about completed the execution 

ot the deeds of allotment s in the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations , and 

this week is busy s i gning up conveyances of town lots . About 7, 500 

deeds were received by the governor l ast week to lots in t ownsi t es 

throughout the t wo nations , ' i ch have been sold ithin the pas t 

three years, and i t will probably t ake him about a week or ten days 

to complete t he work of signi ng them. ~ong t he lot ere seven 

South McAlester deeds , conveyi ng par cels which had not hitherto been 

decided. 

The clerica l work involved i n the execution of so many 

instruments is tremendous , and grows very monotonous and t i resome . 

The governor has signed up altogether about 100,000 deeds, most of 

which are 6n f i l e in t he vaults of the Dawes commi s sion, but hich 

Will be delivered to t he grantees upon application and t he ful f ill-

ment of the requisite formal ities. 
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rishta end selling the surface se,J;B rately trom the 

coal in the segregation. 

It is further requested that the legislatur 

P sa resolution denouncing the plan of the s cret ry 

ot the in ter1or· to orea te a large :t1mb r reserve in 

the Choctaw nati on and to cancel the llotm~nts ot 

all Indiana ho have their ho es there. The governDr 

say the t there is no mor ood 1 nd fo r these 

Indiana to select, nd hat there is, is i n e 

control of l nd gr f ters gainst whom the Indi n ould 

a tend 1gbty poor chance of getting· an allotment 

ot value. Furthermore, these n 1an s have rom 

choice de th 1r o s in this t i ber r fo r half 

century and 1 t is wrong for the government to 

tr7 to force them to le ve their old ho es and 

select land lse here. 

other at rtling cond1 tion t o h1oh the 

e~tention ot the legisla ture is called is t ha t 

there ere ohools being maintained fro t ds dr awn 

trom the Choctaw ne tion in hich there is not a 

aingle Indian child, and the speo1f1o i nstances 

pointed out ere the schools at Tamahe, liohko 

and in sugar Lost county. The governor recommends 

that the legial ~re · demsnd trom the govel"lllD8nt aohool 
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na ion. 
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THE DAI Y KLAHO lli 

· Feb . 28, 19v7 
From ~ . s . Barde Clippi ng File 
Okl ho a i s t oric 1 Society 
Oklahoma 01ty , Okl a . 

EDITO I ON • • D 

• - • Durant, 407 Northe s t •'ourt ee th s treet, 

recently appointed chi ef of the Choc t a Indi n tribe , 

Saturday announced he pl ans to move to D r a t . 

Durant s aid he 1s ar rangi ng his business i nter-
. 

eats here and 111 ohnnge b1s r es i dence itllin the next 

re months . Durant, ho has l i ved in the ci ty s i nce 

1918~ was appointed oh1ef by Pr es i dent Roos evelt five 

weeks ago . 

· Durant returned to th e city after making a 10-

day inspection trip t o familiarize hi elf mor eom l ete1y 

with tribal property i n t 

ot the state . 

sout hern and stern parts 

He Visited the Jones acade f or underprivileged 

t'Ull-blood boys, near Hartshorne , and t he 800 , 000 general 

ho p1tal plant being built at Talihina by the government . 

The ppropr1at1on was o t a1ned trom the last con-



gress, Durant sa1d, tb.l'ough tribal representatives 

and Douglas JohnstQn, go vemor or the Ghioke.saw tr1 be. 

Du~ant, . a nat1.ve Oklahoman., was born e.t 

Benningto·n, Bryan ooun ty , 1n 1866. 'l.~~ town to wh 1 ch 

he w1ll move., onoe oe.nte·r or the Indian nation, was 

named .afte:r b1·s cousin. Dixon Durant • when the aty 

re.1lroad built through h1s land in 1872. 
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