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MESSAGE OF SPI ECHEE 

To The Honorabl e Members of t h e National Counci l 

Gentlemen~ 

I am bef ore you in re sponse to your wish es . 

In this you have conferred upon me , gre a t honor , 

and I am gr ateful to you f or it . l o greater honor 

could be placed upon t he mos t g i f t ed ci tizen of any 

count ry, t han be i ng called f rom the w lks of an 

humble c it izen to the executive head of h i s people ; 

and such an honor i t h as pl eased my people to be-

stow upon me. Consul t i ng my own wi shes , I would 

prefer remaining at my home as an humble c itizen 

and permitting "the aff airs of s t a ten to be 

cont rolled by thos e who are amb itious fo r such 

honors ; yet t he s e priva te prefe rences will not be 

urged by me i n opposit i on t o my s ense of patrio tic 

duty, I n political economy every c i t i zen , however 

humble he may be, i s c alled upon to per f orm his part , 

be it t he observance of 1 w in t h e priv te precinct or 

in of fice of the h i ghest t r us t; a d wh en t he peopl e 



.. 

s~)enk L. _J.e ir s overe i cn ov·er , ca- linc one of t he ir 

ci t izens to ny pos i ti o~ wi thi n t he i r g i f t , it i s a 

·ver dic t ~rom hicr ·ther e s crold not be any ape 1 . 

Enterta i n i ng these vie s , . e tra_ce upon t e duties 

of my office i s attended with no ordinary sense of my 

ability f or the task , h i l e I cheerfull acquiesce in 

your wi sh es . . 

On occasions like this in olden times , when it 

was believed that the chief was a man without a peer 

among hi s people, his i nauguration was regarded of so 

great i mportan ce that eve ry man woman and child belong­

ing to the tribe wa s required to be present to witness 

the ceremoni e s and shake hands wi th th e new chief . 

In t hose times the chief exercised the authority of a 

king or monarch whose word was law, and in whose hands 

was intrus ted t he welfare of all his peo le . Later 

down, i n t he his t or y of our people , t he responsibilities 

of that of fice wer e r egarded too gr eat for one man , 

and that of fic e was t hen fi l led b two chiefs . That 

policy was ma i n t a ined up to th e late civi l war in the 

states . After the war it wa s agreed upon that there 

$hould still be two chiefs , but one to be cloth ed ili. t h 

only se condar y au thority. At this time the chi e f has 



but littl e power . He makes no more laws for his 

people but becomes a subject of law hi mself, and is 

only empowered to see to the faithful execution of 

such laws as are made by the people in their repre-

senta t ive capaci ty . And then, after an experience of 

many long years, our superstitious notions in ascribing 

supernatural powers to our chiefs have gr adually ssed 

away , and the custom observed by our forefathers , as 

stated , have likewise gone with t hem . I was reminded 

of those tr ditional customs by your cordial hand- shaking 

with me at my i naugur tion on yesterday; and I c.annot 

for ear mak ing mention of them - not . that ou ld 

compare myself to those ancient worthies , or would ar- · 

rogate to myself tile importance they enjoyed, for b 

• contact we have become a different people, under differ -

ent circumstances , with dissimilar ~ants, and living 

under a different f orm of government . . It is a govern­

ment by the people and for the people, and no man can 

no rise to power only by public favor; and whatever 

consideration he may e joy after ge tting into authority 

is only such as is merited by a faithful servant . AS such 

a servant I shall strive to be • In marking out my 

course I shall al ays have in view the land marks made 

\...;--
-/ 
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my predecessors, endeavoring to profit by their 

success i n t he proper administration of government , 

hoping to mai ntain harmony and good _eeling ar.1ong 

all my pe ople and an uninterrupted re i gn of pros­

perity t hroughout our count r y . In this effort I 

shall expect the co-operation of . the entire - ~~skogee 

people , f or all 50od citizens are equall i n terested 

in good goverrunent . 

It is my earnest desire a better state of our 

public affairs s hall exist in the future t han has in 

the past yea r , and every effort shall be employed by 

me to secure such an end . At this point I dee n it 

proper to refer brie f ly to t he posi tion I occupied 

during our recent local troubles , and point to t he 

cause t ha t produced them. I bel i eved then , as now , 

that this country and this gover nment belongs to t he 

ruskogee people as a c ommon herit ge ; not to be used 

or co n trolled by any s ecial cl ss to t he oppression 

of any; but when I be ca1ae the object of the bitterest 

persecution and fai l ed to ob t a i n s uch a hearing a s vas 

allowed o t hers on si milar char ges, I then and t he r e enter­

ed by protest age ist s uch proceedings a s unl wful ~nd un­

just; in whic h conclus ion I found man others ready to 

j oin me 



for whi ch I Mas den ounced as a v i l e traitor to my 

co unt·ry. All I asked then was an equa l s ha re o!" 

admini s trative justice at the hands of t he offi cers 

of the l aw . The refu sed rny request and I determined 

not t o submi t. In t his I f eel my cause was just , 

whi le t he of fic ers on their part ma de an eff ort to 

make me submit , and th~s t h e trouble began . I m 

hea r t ily sa1rr y i t was so:,, yet i t has t aught us a 

useful l esson , if we wi l l only prof it by it . And it 

i s this : t ha t every [uskogee cit i zen , wh e ther h' 

s kin be r ed , white or black , has e qual ri ghts and 

privileges in thi s na t ion ; and t h e most abje c t , poor 

and ignorant i s ent i tled to e qual consideration wi th 

the most d ~sti ngui shed , r ich and learned at the hands 

of our of f icers; and tha t such r i ght s and considerations 

must be mutally r espe c ted by a l l i f * * *succes s ­

fully perpet 1ate peace , hor mon y an d prosperi t y in our 

c ountry . 11 gover e nt s h ave t he ir g ood and bad la s . 

In t his our s is ·1ot an exceptio n . You a r e the l aw- m ing 

power, there fo re th e task of provi d i ng go od , h olesome 

l aws f or Lhe pe ople fal l s upon you . Be t ween t Lis and 

your nex t an nual ses bi on ou will ha ve in hand the 

i mportan t duty of l earning fr om y0ur constituenc y 



those laws that need to be amended or repeal ed , a s 

well as such new ones need to demanded . In the 

meantime it devolves upo n me to have t he l aws i n 

f orce faithfully executed • In this wo rk I sh l l 

congratulate myself of having t he r ompt but cautious 

cooperation of t he off icers o f t he six di stri cts. 

And every officer wh o discha rges his duties as indi -

cated shal l receive at my hand a fu l l meed of praise; 

but every one that fai ls to do so, or otherwise proves 

himself unf it for his osit ion, upon being properl y 

reported to me, shall be prom tly r emoved a d his 

place suppli ed by one thought to be better . 

In conclusion, let me admonish you, one and all , 

to cultivate a spirit of f riendship and f o rbearance 

for one no ther , nd prove to the VJO r ld t hat the _ uskogee s 

a re st i ll worthy of their former r eputa tion for vir tue 

and manhood . 

I have t he honor to be , very respectful l y , your 

obedient servant , 

S ·I i'CHEE , 
Pl·i nci_rsl Chief . 

S. B . CALLAHAI~ , 
riva te 3ecretary , 

r r o Tem. 
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MUSKOGEE PHOENIX 

MUskogee, Indian Territory, 
Thursday, April 12, 1894. 
Vol. 7. No . 8. 
I. • Single ton, Manager . 

MESSAGE OF L. C. PERRYMAN 

To the Honorable Members 

of the National Council 

of the: Muskogee Nation : 

Gentlemen: 

Executive Office, 

Muskogee at ion. 

April 4, 1894 . 

You have been convened in extra session 

to consider one of the greatest questions with which 

the Creek people have ever been confronted . 

We have reached a period in our history, 

that, for ~ protection and preservation of our pro­

perty rights, the maintenance of our independence aDd 

existence as a free nation, requires at your hamds 

the most patriotic devotion to our common country, 

and the emactment of such laws as will have the effect 



Of facili tatin.g the pro gre s s of OUF' peop l e i n ifue 

various industrial pursuits common to our conditions ; 

a~so, such as will bring us more in t ouch wrth the 

progressive ideas, pursui ts t laws and usages that 

characterize the people and civili zat i on with which 

we are surrounded, and with which we are continually 

coming into contact. 

It seems t o be the purp ose of the Government 

of the united States t o bring about an immedi ate change 

in the form of government of the several nations of 

the Indians comprising Ind i an. Territory, and , a l so to 

change their land tenure f rom holding i n common to 

allotment and holding i n several~y. 

To accompli sh t his purpose the Feder al Gov­

ernment has , as you are aware, appo i nted a commissi on 

to visit these sever al na tions , t o treat with them , 

and, if possible , obtain t hei r consent to the property , 

holdings, etc. 

The members of t his commission addressed our 

people yesterday in mass convention, composed of a 

large majority of the voters of this nation, on the 

subject of their mission to us. 

The address of these commissioners and t he 

propositions they make to our people are in subs t ance 



• 

as follows: 

The Government of t he Uni t ed States i s of 

the opinion that longer existence of' the governments 

in their present form of the several Indian. nations 

comprising the Indian Territory and the holding in 

common of their lands and national funds , are incom­

patible with the laws and the policy of the United 

States. 

That a recent act of Congress creating a 

commission, the members o f which were to be a pointed 

by the President of the United State s. The purpose 

of said commission being to visit the several Indian 

nations of the Indian Territory alDld treat with them, 

and, if possible obtain their consent to have their 

lands allotted in severalty , their national funds dis­

tributed per capita, and a territorial government cre­

ated by act of Congress, comprising the five civilized 

tribes of the Indian Territory, to-wit: The Cherokee , 

Creek, Seminole, Choctaw and Chickasaw nations . 

That the governor, the secretar y of state, 

treasurer, auditor and attorney general of said terri ­

tory shall be appointed by the President of the United 

States, and, also, the judges of the superior courts. 

That the members of the le gislature nd county 



officers of s ame shall be ele c t ed by t he Ind i ans of 

said Territory. 

That the Indi ans and re cognized citizens 

or the several nations of said terr i tory shall alone 

have a right to vote, hold of fi ce and participate i n 

the administra tion of s aid government . 

That the lands of sai d Territory shall be 

non-taxable and non-alienable for a period of twenty­

five years or more. 

That t he Government of the United States 

will defray all the expen se of maintaining this 

territori al governme nt, except such as is i ncident 

to the support of t he c oun t y governments , and this 

is to be rai sed by t axing t he personal property of 

all citizens and residents of s aid t er ritory . 

That it is the policy and purpose of the 

United States to accomplish t he changes here indicated 

in the governments and property holdings of the In­

dian tribes comprising t he Indi an Territory and it 

desires to do so with the consent and co-operat i on 

of said Indian nations respectively , but i f said 

Indians through their proper aut horities r efUse t o 

treat with this commission, and aid in accomplishing 

this work in the manner here indicated, t he Congr ess 



of the United States , will, by direct legislation, 

in which the Indians of this Territory will have no 

voice, abolish the tribal governments of these sev­

eral nations, allot their lands , and create a state 

or territorial government out of the country compris­

ing the Indian Territory. And , that if this work is 

left wholly to Congress , there will be no restraint 

on the alienation of the lands, now belongin ~ to the 

Indians, the same will be taxable and all re? i 'lents 

of the Indian Territory, whether Indians, whites or 

black, and whether citizens of t hese several Indian 

nations or non-citizens thereof, will be iven equal 

right of suffrage. 

That this commission can say to these people 

that if they refuse to treat with them f~ the accom­

plishment of these ends at an early day, the same wi ll 

be speedily brought about by d:il.rect legislation of 

Congress, and in a w~y that will be far less advantage­

ous to the Indians concerned . 

That they fUrther say that the con ress of 

the United States has the power to annual any treaty 

heretofore made with the Creeks or othe r Indian nations . 

Thus, for the consideration of, and action on these 

questions and for such futher legislative action, as 



in your jud gment may be wise and benefic i al to the 

people, you have been ca l l e d toge t her to convene 

·in extraordinary session. 

Through your action on the propo s i t i ons 

of this commiss ion , t he Cr eek people spe ak to t he 

Government of the United St a t es . Th i s ac t i on should 

only be t aken by you af ter a careful and de l iberate 

considerati on of t he conditons o f our country , i ts 

rela ti on s to the Federal Government , and t he , effec t 

these proposed changes would have on the pi ness of 

our whol e people . 

The Creek people have a government ere c ted 

by them in Ar t. XIV , Treaty of 1832 , with t he Uni ted 

States. This government is pat terned after the fo rm 

of government of the s t ates of t he Federal Uni on , and , 

in conformity with the general nat ure of the govern­

ment of the United St ates. The l aws of our na tion are 

all in conformi t y with t he c onstitut i on and general 

laws of the United St a tes. The enforc ement of our 

laws and the administrat i on of justice i n our courts 

are such as preserve peace among and adva~ e our peo-

ple in intelligence and prosper i t y and bri ng t hem in 

touch w1 th the people and ci vil i za t i on of t he Unit ed 

States. 



We have an admirable public school system, 

with a school fund ample to keep all the schoo l s of 

our nation open the greater part of the year , thus 

providing the means by which every child of our 

eountry may obtain a good English educat i on free . 

Our people are progressing in the various industrial 

pursuits eommon to our country, are reasonably pros­

perous and contented. During the quarter off a cen­

tury of the existence of our government in its pres-

·ent form the Creeks have made progress in self- govern­

ment, are becoming acquainted with the principles of 

a c,onsti tu tional republican form of government and 

appreciate the elevati ng and beneficial results se­

cured to a people under such government. 

We have no houses or farms for the recep­

tion and support of paupers at the public expense , 

and no paupers in our country to be supported by 

any one. 

abiding. 

Our people are peaceable, honest and law­

Durin the past quarter of a oen tury, under 

the form of government that we _ now have, and under 

laws made by our legislature and enforced by our 

courts, the creek people have advanced in civil .i za t­

ion and prosperity from a scattered unorgani zed tribe 

without fixed laws or settled hab its of industry to 



a prosperous country and a nation governed by wise 

laws. 

This is the eondi ton of the Creek people 

today and it is a conditon they have attained under 

laws and customs of their own making and with which 

they are familiar and which they respect and obey . 

The holding of their l ands in common is 

a custom among the Creeks as old as the his tory end 

traditi ons of the tribe. This custom has been carried 

with them in all their changes of habitation , and has 

been practiced by them wherever t he y dwel t. Under 

it they have prospered and been happy . The ques t ­

ions that confront our peo.ple and which you, as their 

legal representatives, must answer, and whether or 

not the changes in our government and domestic rela­

tions proposed by this commission on the part of' the 

United s tates are desired by the creeks , and whether 

or not they will result beneficially or disastrously 

to them as a whole . Art . IV of the Treaty pf 1856, 

between the Creeks and the United States, provides 

that ~the United States do hereby solemnly agree and 

bind themselves that no state or territ~y shall ever 

pass laws for the government of the Creek or Seminole 

tribes of Indians, and that no portion of either of 



the t racts or country defined in the first and sec­

ond Articles of this agreement shall ever be embraced 

or included wi thin , or anne xed to , any territory or 

state, nor shal l either or any part of eit her ever be 

erected int o a territory without the full and free 

consent of the legislative authority of the tribe own­

ing the same .' 

Thus you see that it is for you , the le~ s ­

lature of the Creek nation, to say :ti"or the Creek peo­

ple whether or not the propositions of this co mmission 

to allot our lands, abandon our tribal government and 

consent that a territori al g overnment be created em­

bodying our country, is de s·ired by the Creeks . 

I t is urged by the commission t hat the In­

dians of the five tribes in the Indian Territory are 

incapable of self- governme nt , . that their c our ts are 

a farce, that their .laws favor monopoly and their en­

actment i s procured by bribery; yet t hey say to us 

that if we will consent to their propositions , the 

territorial government which Congress will create in 

this country shall be governed solely by the Indians 

of the f i ve tribes , that they alone shall enjoy tlie 

right or suffrage and be eligible to hold office, 



that their courts shall have juri sdiction over all 

residents of the te r ri t ory , whether Indians or citi­

zen s of the Uni ted states . That they shall have the 

right t o tax t he property of the citizens of the 

United States , resident in t~e territory to support 

its government in the maki ng and enforce ing of the 

laws of whi~h these people will have no voice. 

Do the Creek people desire such a govern­

ment? Do they believe that taxation without re ­

presentation is just? Do they believe that this 

change wi ll be a blessing to them or that it will 

bring about their destruction as a tribe and nation? 

This commiss i on on the 3rd inst . addressed two thou­

sand of mur people at the capital of our nation, 

most of whom were Creeks , and when at the close of 

their d i s course it was asked how many of t he audience 

fltore d the acceptance of their propositi on , the em­

tire audience voted in the negative . But they tell 

us tha t Congress can with impuny annual a treaty , 

and tha t i f we refuse to accede to their demands , our 

tre ati es wi ll be swept away by act of congress . 

Ar t. I II of the treaty of 1834 , between the 

Creeks and the Uni t ed Stat es , provides that the nited 

States will pat ent in f ee simpl e to the Creek people 



the lands we here occupy , and guarantees that the 

same shall be ours as long a s we shall exist as a 

nation. Article III of the treaty of 1866 , provides 

that the lands thus conveyed and now occupied by our 

people, shall be forever set apart as a home for tbe 

Creek nation. These tre aty provisions are based up­

on a consideration that passed from the Creek people 

to the United States. ve have a patent to this coun­

try and the United States have received full consider~ 

ation therefor, and a part of the consideration we 

received for the land surrendered by us east of the 

Mississippi was the guarantee that we should have , as 

well as the ree in our lands here, the right to hold 

the same in accordance with the customs and usages of 

our people. Congress can, with just as much consis­

tency and justi ce, say that our patent to this coun­

try is null and void, as it can say that i t will, with­

out the consent of our legi slature , change our manner 

of holding the same and erect over us a territorial 

form of government. 

Having pointed out to you, gentlemen of the 

national council, the situation as I can see it, and 

the dangers that confront us, it is my further duty 



to indicate to you the character of legislation , 

that, in my judgment, will have a tendency to avert 

these dangers and protect our people in the possess­

ion of their homes, their country , their preservat­

ion as an inde pendent nation and insure the contin­

uation of their government. I suggest, that, in my 

judgment, it would be wise to enact . a law giving the 

courts of our country , jurisdiction over controver­

sies relative to property and property ri ghts ac­

quired and claimed by citizens of the United states 

who have inter-married with citizens of our nation, 

and who, under the rights and advantages se cured to 

them under our laws by reason of such marr iage, have 

acquired property and property rights in our nat i on . 

I believe that it would be wise to enact a law under 

which children of citizens of the United s t ates , law­

fully residing among us, may , by paying a reasonable 

tuition, attend our public schools. Such a law would 

remove a great deal of prejudice that now exists 

among this class of people against our government, 

and would inspire them with a more friendly feeling 

towards u ~ 

If, in your judgment, it would not be for 



the best interests of our people to now accept the 

propos itions made to us by this commission, hereto­

for e referred to , I submit to you , that , in my judg­

ment, it woul d be wi se ani expedient a t this time to 

enact such l aws as will enable your executive to take 

the nece s sary steps to have the le gal rights secured 

to our people under the pa tent conve ying to us the 

title to the soil of this country , and under our sev­

eral treat i es with tbe Federal Government , present 

and urge before the proper tribunals of the United 

s t a t es , the Congre ss thereof, and its proper com­

mittee s . This step seems wise to me just now , in 

view of the fact that this commiss i on has told us 

t hat upon the refusal to treat with t hem, the con­

gres s of the Uni t ed States will pass or attempt to 

pass a law which will de Stroy our tr i bal vern-

ments , change the n ature of our land tenure and erect 

over u s a territorial or state government . And that 

this will be done i rrespective of treaties and 1 gal 

ri ghts secured to us under the same and under the 

patent t o our country from the United St a tes . 

I t , therefore , seems to me th a t the hope 

of ma intaining our present autonomy , right s and us-

I~ 



age s , depends on our being ever re dy to assert 

and defend , f rom a legal standpoint , the r i ghts and 

privileges secured t o u s i n the manner above stated . 

Ther e are other quest i ons along this l i ne 

that I will , during th is spe.ci al session , submi t to 

your consideration i n a speci al message whi ch will 

a l so embrace the report of the commi ttee of this 

nat i on whi ch r epresent ed our people in the joint 

conventi on of the f i ve tribes of the Indian Terr i ­

tor y , held at Checotah , February 19 , 1864 , to con­

sider the same proposit i ons made by this commis s ion 

t ha t are nof submit ted to you. 

Re ali zing the gravi t y of our situation and 

the d ange r t hat now confronts us, I beg of you t o . 

stop and delibera t e cons iderat i on of the questions 

t o which your a ttenti on is c al led . 

Trust i ng in your wi sdom and patriotism, 

t he justice of the gre a t Government of t he United 

s t ates , and the mer cy and gui dance of an all wis e 

Provi dence to preserve t he ri ghts and liber t ies of 

our people , I respectfully submit the fore going for 

your considera tion . 

L. C. ERR_ Ir 

Princ i pal Chi ef, 

uskogee a ti on. 



THE I ND I AN CITI ZEN 

Atoka , I ndian Territory 
Thursday , Feburary 11 , 1895 
Volume 9 , No . 41 
B. s . Smiser , ( d't 
Nora • Smiser , ( ~ 1 ors 

CHIEF PERRTI NS :IESSAGE 

To t he Honorable Na ti onal Counci l : 

Gentlemen : 

Okmulgee , I . T. , 
Jan . 23 , 1895 

The const i t ution and laws of our nation 

ve sted i n you r princip 1 chi e f the a uthority 

to call your honora · le body together in extra session , 

when i n his j udgeme nt , there exi sts a publ ic ne cessi t y 

for so doing . Having on th i s oc cassion, i n pur uence 

of t he authority t h us vested i n me , called you together 

in extra s e ssion, i t no be c ome s my duty to present t o 

you the reasons t ha t i mp el led me t h us t o assemble you 

and sugges t t he subjects which I deem wise and expedient 

for you at t h is time to deli·berate on and enact su ch 

laws relative t h ereto as in your wisdom, ma y se em fo r 

the elfa re of t he na ti on . As you are aware , an a ct 

was passed by our na ti onal council in November , 1893 , se t -

ting apart 6 , 000 , 000 of t h e na ti ons i nvested funds now 

held by the Government of t he United t a tes for dis tri -



but ion :lin a per capita payment among th e Creek people , 

and direeting your princ:l:pa1 chief to make a r equisi­

tion on the Government of the Unit ed States f or a 

transfer of said sum. to the t reas urer of the Creek 

nation, for the purpose above stated. You are aware 

that the Qandition upon which our i nvest ed funds are held 

by the Uhited States makes t he same payable to us ; that 

is the principal, only at the pleasure of the Federal 

Government. In view of t he f act that th.e Government of 

the united States ~s borrowing money , I am convinced 

that requisition on their treasurer f or the above 
• 

mentioned sum would ava1l. nothing , and hence have made 

no requisi t .ion. Since t h e adJournment of the last ses­

sion of your honorable body I have received numerous 

l.etters and petitions from citizens in ever y part or· 
our nation, urging that some steps be taken t o make 

said sum of 6 1 000,000 a.vailable to our people, t ha t t he 

same may be dist.ributed among our ci t izens i n a per 

capita payment as contemplated 1n said act of 1893 . It 

is both my purpose and duty to obey t he wi ll of my peo­

ple, and believing it to be the desire of t he maj or ity 

o-r the ere eks to· secure said sum o,f $ , 000 , 000 , and have 

the same distributed in a per capita payment, I recom­

mend that you take such action in the premises as wi ll. , 



.. 

accomplish that end. In this connection permit me to 

suggest that I believe to be the most feasible means of 

making said money available. By obtaining the consent 

ot c-ongress, the Creek nation c.an se,ll and transfer a 

claim or bonds on the Federal Government for $6,.000, 000 

ot our invested funds and get the money for the same. 

In view of the fao-t that the present Congress is dra -

1ng to a close, and that some active steps will have 

to be taken to secure Congressional consent for our 

nation to make such a transfer as above suggested. I 

reoa.mmend that you pass a measure clothing our delegation 

to Washington with fulL authority to employ there such 

council or assistance as they may believe to be necessary 

to obtain authority from Congress for such transfer, and 

to assist de~egates to perfect the transfer of said sum 

o~ $6 1000,000 of our invested funds and secure the money 

therefor. I would further suggest that said delegates 

be empowered to contract to pay such persons as they 

may engage for the purpose herein mentioned, a reason­

ab1e per cent, of said sum of ~6,000,000. Hon. A. P. 

MOKellop, one of our delegates, is here to report to 

your honorable body the work of the delegation thus far, 

and he will be able to make some va~uable suggestions 

to you with reference to what action will be necessary, 



both b:y your honorable body and the Congress of the 

United States, to make said sum of $6,000 1 000 available 

to our people. The second subject to which I invite 

your attention relates to an act passed by your honor­

ab~e body and approved by me October 30 , 1894. 

This act repeals an act of council approved Nov­

amber 6, 1893, under hich Hon. L. • Colby employed 

by the areek nation to defend certain suits pending in 

the court of claims against the Oreek nat ion, based on 

Indian depredation. In pursuance o-r the directions in 

said repea11ng aat I notified Gen . Colby of his .dis­

missal. thereunder. Ih December last Gen. Colby visited 

me e.nd presented the written opinion of a majority of 

the m~bers of our supr~e court to the effect that 

said repealing aot was unconstitutional for the re son 

that it contravened the terms of a contract. A like 

opinion was also submitted to me by our attorney 

genera1, and thereafter I reengaged Gen. aol.by under 

and acaording to the terms of the original act of his 

employment. and issued to h~ a warrant for 4 ,000 for 

his salary for the present year. I recommend that you 

take some aat1on in this matter expressive of t e sense 

or your Hon. body, relative to retaining Gen. Colby for 

the period and services contemplated in the aot of 1893 , 

1 



employing hilll. 

The third gQbject I recommend to your atten­

tion is that you make an ap~ropriation to c ompensate 

the assistant light- horsemen of our nation , ho 

bravely responded to the call of your country when 

the desperadoes who have :ror some time past produced 

a reign of terror in the northern part of the Terri­

tory. These ofriaers devoted a month to the ark of 

ridding the .Creek nation of t hose la less characters , 

and their services are a great cred i t to our country. 

An e·stim8.te of the amount due them will be furnished 

you and I recommend that you make an appropriation 

to cover same. I su~t as a f ourth subject for you 

to consider and act upon the enac tment of some pro­

vision explanatory of the word "lnajor i t y tt us ed in 

our constitution relative t o the election of princ i pal. 

and second chief . And if you are of the opini on 

that under that clause of our constitution a majority 

ot all the votes cast at a general election are 

necessary to elect a principal and second chi er, then 

I suggest that it would be wise at this time for you 

to pass same measure providing either for the order ­

ing of' a new election or vesting 1n the council t he 

power to elect a principal. and second chief, when 



it would occur at a general election . that neither 

of t he cand i ates for t hese high offices had receive 

a majority of all the votes cast . I sub i t as a 

fifth and l a st subject f or your consideration at this 

tine that you make an a~propriation to cover the 

contingent ex enses of our governn~nt for the present 

year, for s uch a s stamp s and other like inci en ts 

that our officers are compe lled to use in t he discharge 

of their public duties . An appropriation of 500 will 

cover this expe nse nd r elieve your executive and other 

officers f rom considerable i mba rra ssment . 

I res ectfully subnit all or th e . for~go ing 

subjects to your considera t ion , and trus t that the 

wisdom of Him who holds the destinies of men and 

nations in the hoi~ow of His hands , will direct your 

deliberations . 

Your obedient servant, 

L . C • . ERR 

rinci pal Chief , 

uskogee Nation 



THE I NDIAN CHIEFTAIN 

Vinita, Indian Territory 
Thursday , September 2 , 1897 
Vol . 16, No . 1 
D. M. warrs, Editor 

1AESSAGE OF I SPARHECHER 

Gentlemen : 

I have convened you i n ext raordinary 

session a t this time f or the purpose i f submi t ting to 

you for your consider ati on, the ques tion of al l ot­

ment of our lands . At your l a st annual s ession i n 

october , 1896, you constituted a commi ss i on with 

authority t o negotiate a treaty with the Dawes 

commission. The two commissions have met and. con-

ferred ith each other several times during t he 

interim \~ thout effecting any negotiati on . In 

the meantime mass meetings have been held through­

out. our nation , and the question of allotment f ully 

"discussed by our citizens, resulting, a s I am i nformed , 

in an almost unanimous opposition to allotment . 

I deemed it, therefore, i mp ortant to convene you in 

extraordinary session in order that I mi ght submit 

to you these facts before any further efforts are 



made by our c orru i s si on e rs t o ne oti a te \:i t h t e 

Dawes c o i is s ion . 11he si tuat i on must be r e c r d ed 

by e 11 as a vel" r ve one , i nvo l vin g c.: s it d oe s , 

the considera t i o:_ of c_:ues ti o'!s en i r e l f orei ,.,.n to 

our l a s , us . es and customs , 1.h i ch .l ve e x i s ted 

fr om tine i n erJ.or i 1 to t e pr esent t iL.e . In t e 

l ong l i ne of t.:e a t i es le- e t I> r e 1~d e , ne ver e-.L 

f or e ~!c ve :e b. 8 1 '=' s :e .. t o SUl.'I'8Il er t.·U r t r i · 1 

0 )Vornn.ent ; u t i n ell o f h elL. ':o bc; ve e en e s sur e 

t he ri ght f se lf- ~ove :::·ru.lel t the ._os t so l o.il1 

sanctior X10\Tn "to chr i st i rn ci vi l i za t i o1 . 

befor e 1 ve . e ee ~1 l s ~ed t o l l ot our .·end s L nd 

t' 1erebl\~o tr Gnsforr:n. ~e tit l e tL ere t o f :: .. :·o :. '-4 tr · · 1 

t o n i ad i vi u cl un e _ s h i • .!e co.n c o:_...: id or t:1e e 

<lUe s t i .ons onl r ~ ... 2. 02..1 t le li [;l11JS · .. f o~·ded US 

an d expe _' i on ce . From Li s t orv i e l e n ~:l.lv.t l l ot L · ts 

of l"' nds have resul t e d in •clr i G n .. ny tri es oLe l ess ; 

i n t he corr lli .l o..:. t he e ·. ix:i ,, t r i es '1 i t ~ i n cir-

cumscri bed l i Li ts "'T ~·-i i t( r f o ·c e , Cl:~. d su ·oc t · n 

~ eu to ~estricti n s o l ess i_ c to lUU n li, er t r 

1e l ecrn t .. " t ~ :e 1(ve 1 C< ce f u l~r , he.~-::.. './ r d 1.Jros -

perousl y c cu::: d tl i s c oul tr J .1 or ov e r i xt . co. , 



under e x i s t i n tre e ties , exer ci s i n'"'' the r i [;ht of 

s elf- governnen t cud hol d in ou r l ands D s a PlU t ua l 

home f or a ll ou_ ci tizen.s . D r =:.ng ...at ti:._e 1 e 

have r~ de grea t regr ess i n c r i st i n civi l i zati n~ 

~ afforded protec ti on f or t e l i e r d ~roperty of 

our citizens \:i t ou t r e1der inc" silF' l e one of t11eL1 

homeless . I am a~r re t w t u e . ave : er.:. . .~.i tted sor.!.e 

irregul eriti es to exist i n our D.Etion res~e c-~- · nr· 

Gr az i nz ~ r i vi l e e s <- n the occupr· tion of our _c.nds 

by non- ci t i zens , but oth of t'illse ca Cild J i l l e 

reo tifie d ;i thout r enns of r e '! t r ea tl • It i'"' 
. 

only nec e ssa r ' t 1<.. t 7JO s ' c 11 a ct '; i t h i t ' e au t ori v 

conferred y e ~ist i _~ tre~t i vs t o protect o~r es t· 

i n terests . t ::.:·ec.t i os f oil to ·i ve s~.;. c . 

protec t ion , \7e cer t c i n l ' ca not l oo \: for it frolil .;. 

subsequen t one . I am ap;ri sed t Bt coHcress :cs 

re cen tly enc c ted a l av: ·L supersede o r t "i 1 j uri s -

dicti on on t e f i rs t O J. J·c unr , ne: ... t . 

rrives , + -~e questi on on consti t uti o1 ,.. 1 l ...,rJ : i o·'-' 

necessity coL.i. e u f or 1i n 1 lecis i ol e su e .1e 

o o ..cr- t o f t he U r it ed ..:;; t " t e s • u1· i n t e e ve t of 1 

dvers e decis i on u r t [' ~ cour t ' .. the c:ues· i o .ou l <l 

r o e rly co Ee up f or settleLvnt uv' arbi tr ti01: , in [ 



manner pursue b r t e Uni t ed States gove rru ent 

n! settl ing the t roubles of t_e l i tt l e island of 

Hawaii . Our olitical i dentit a nd individua lity 

have been f ul ly established by re peated decisions 

of the supreme cm. rt , and our treaties ha ve been 

construed to be subsisting contra cts between the 

United States gover mnent a nd the I d ian tr ibes , 

ond th t the tzover nmen t i s held as fully bound by 

her contra cts as an indivi ual . If these decisions 

re not revers ble , then it follo rs th t c on r e ss 

cennot ~bro te tre ties , and that t he l aw referred 

to is nullity nd cennot be enf orced . It i s not 

my i ntention, ho 1ever , to be understo od to mean any 

disrespect to the cnngress of the Uni ted State s or 

to exhi bit any spirit of defi nee to the rightful 

authority of that gr ee t body of l c . . takers . I do 

not questi on the hone s ty of their motives , but I 

do question their source of i nformat ion res · ecting 

my peo le . · I do not question t heir sense of justice , 

put I do question t he correctness of the ir method for 

securing my people i n the exe_cise of their l ful 

rights . I hAve ever honored the United sta tes 

governi,ent as my gre t , g ood father , I have faced t he 



bullets of her enemies i n defense of t he star s and 

stripes, and I t rust i n t he sea r and yellow l eaf 

of life, I shall not be doomed to s ee a sacr ifice 

of this loyal ty by breaking up the home s of mysel f 

and my peopl e . I have briefl y pre s ented to you my 

views of t h e situation , from which you a re advised 

that I am opposed to n egotiat i ons by t hi s t i me . I 

t herefore rec ommend tha t you hand t he instruct i ons 

to your commi ssioners by eliminating t heir author ity 

to nego jiate a treat y f or the allot ment of our l ands 

I would also suggest t hat you will consider and 

provided pr oper means f or securing comp etent counc i l 

t o repr esent our nat ion before the supreme cour t of 

the United sta tes. In conclusion I wi l l express t he 

hope that your session will be harmonious , that your 

labors will be characteri zed by dispatch and wise 

legisla tion, and expre s s t he des i r e that you ill be 

able to not pr olong your session l onge r than fi ve 

days, nor consider any matter not submitt ed t o you 

by me. 

Your obedi ent servant, 

I SPARHECHER 

Principa l Chief, c. N. 



THE SOT1I'H MCALESTEH CAPI TAL 

South McAlester , I . T., 
Thursday, October 21 , 1897 
Vol. 4 No . 48 
W. G. D. Hi nds } 
B. F. Jobe ) 

~oprietors 

THE CREEK CillEF ' S PLEA 

MUskogee , Oct . 13 . - -

Head Chief' I spar hecher has sent a spec i al message to the 

Creek council in session a t Okmulgee , declaring that he regarded 

the allotment treaty agreed upon by the Dawes and Creek commdssions 

as highly dangerous, and. cont inues : "Allotment of lands to Ind-

ians has heretofore proven di sastrous i n every instance and is sure 

to result likewise to us when we t ry i t . It is a s ystem of holding 

land entirely new to our peopl e . Some of us , however , tried the 

said experience in Georgi a and Al abama a l i ttle over half a century 

ago, resulting in our, remova l t he refrom. 1~ advice is to never try 

it again." 

The existing system of tenure was declared to have been so 

successful t bat there had never been a homeless wanderer among the 

Creeks, while a chan~ would mean t he substitution of individual 

power tor the power of two overnments-- federal and tri bal . 

1 



"Many" cont inued the chief , nof the shrewdes t and most en-

lightened ~it i zens of .the Uni t ed St ates are homeless simply because 

they are unable, singlehanded , to protect t heir home f rom sharpers . 

We have now no sui ts about l and titles , ·f or our land t i tles are not 

disputable and never ~ill be until we a l lot our lands . Then the 

courts will be thronged with t hem, a s t hey are i n Oklahoma , fe 

now pay no tax on our l ands and never .wi l l unt i l we allo t ; then t he 

tax gatherer s will become as numerous as in Oklahoma . These 

things will inevitably follow t he a llotment of our l ands . Therefore 

I advise you to weigh and t horoughl y consider these facts before 

accepting t hi s t reaty . 



THE TAHLEQUAH ARROW 

Tahlequah, Indian Terri t ory 
Saturday, February 19, 1898 
Eleventh year, No. 24 
Waddie Hudson, Editor and Owner 

LETTER OF ISPARHECHER 

Chief Isparhe cher of the Creek nation has issued 
the fol l owing letter to the public regar ding his 
views of t he affairs in the Indi an Territory . 

"Okmulgee , I . T. 
February 15 

I see in the public pr int s much surmising 

concerning myself. Some t hink I have retired to my 

country home to saw wood, others tha t I have accept ed 

the .i nevitabl e without a further s truggle and still 

ot~ers say that I am pl anning either war or a gene r al 

exodus of my people to Mexico. None of the se surmises 

distrub me in the l east, for I do not regard t hem as 

more than the idle, pass ing wind. Yet, i nasmuch as 

silence seems to annoy some people, I Wi l l now ask 

you to give the public my views of the s ituation as 

I now see 1 t. The United States government has b.Y 



its late c t s of cc~gre ss ab ~-pte r e treaties 

hereto f or e made 1tlth the Indians of the Indi an 

Terr itory, disregarding their vmshes and i gnoring 

t heir treaty rights . I fell that this is an 

assum ti on of O\er unauthorized - 1e or (:, ni c l a ·s of 

o t e me7icrn Ur ion , n s . :pl .... ec __ rf' i on o 
' . 

war, which would be resisted as such if such treatment 

was attemp t ed against the similar rights of any other 

nation other t han t he weak , defenseless tribes of the 

Indian Terr i t ory. In other words it is a challenge of 

power wi t hout affording the Indians any weapon of 

defense. The 'Indian is simply a target to stand up 

and be shot down . This is not fair . Let the Indi n 

have an equal show and , if he then proves himself en 

unequal match, hi s defeat cannot be charged to un­

fairness. It has ever been the boast of Americans that , 

above all other t h ings , they love fair play - equal 

rights to t he humblest of her citizens at all times ­

but I ask in ell candor, is such the fact regarding 

the Indians a t thi s t ime? Is it fair that the Creeks 

shall be denied the use of their money to use as they 

please? Are t hey not f r ee born , and entitled to the 

exercise of the rights guar an t eed t o a free people? 



Yet we, the Creeks are denied the use of the means 

necessary to protect our rights in the conrts of the 

United States. The great president of a free people 

says we can't have the money to test our constitutional 

rights in the courts. Thus it seems that we, the 

Creeks, have no rights of self-control, and are to be 

dealt with as little children only. 

ISPARHECHER . 



Ohland Horton, 
"The Government of the Creeks , " 
Chronicles of Oklahoma . 
V. 8, No. 1 (March, 1930) . P . 59 . 

ISP ARHECHER 

Isparhecher , a full - blood , was born i n the 

Creek country in Alabama , about the year 1828 . In 

1836 his parents migrated to the Indian Territory , 

both of them dying s hortly aft~rward . Isparhecher 

grew up with but scant education . At the utbreak 

of the Civil War he enlis t ed in a Creek Regiment , 

which entered the Confedera te service , but he later 

joined the Union Army as a volunteer, being mus ter­

ed out of the service i n 1865 . He became a leader 

among what were known as t he l oyal Creek party , and 

was several times nominated as its candidate for 

principal chief. He was elected to t hat position 

in 1895 and served four years . He died in December , 

1902. Thoburn, History of Oklahoma , Vol . 11 , p . 

554. 
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THE TIIDI AN CHIEFT~ IN 

Vinita , Indian Terr i tory 
Thursday, December 1 , 1898 
Vol. 17 No. 14 
D. M. Marrs , Edi t or 

MESSAGE OF ROLL ~-CINTOSH 
' 

To t he National Council 

of t he r~skogee Nation 

Gent l emen : 

I have the honor , after the re·cent election , 

to address you in an off i cial capacity, and whatever 

may be the final result of the acti on t-aken by the 

peopl e in sai d election , 1 t can be sai d to the i r · oredi t 

that one of the most momentous actions they were ever 

called upon to perform was conducted all over the 

Nation with the mos t perfe,ct order and good will . 

As you are aware , we have l ived many years 

and prosper ed as a nation under treaties wi th the 

united St ates governmant , the provisions of which 

were not, i n all respec t s, fully satisfactory t o us , 

but which have so,long formed a part of our government 

that we have come t o des i re no radical change in their 



provi s ions or t erms . Proposi t i ons· for a change have 

come t i me and again , but our counc i l has mai ntai ned a 

firm opposition t hereto. Our guardi an, the Uni ted 

States governmen t , having great er faith in the wisdom 

and judgment of t he· Cr eek people , lai d before them an 

agr eement f r amed by the: Dawes and Creek commi ss i ons , 

for their ratificat i on or -reject i on . It is provided 

i n s a i d agreement t hat if it i s rat i f i ed , our govern­

men t and most of the right s and privileges e now enjoy 

under f ormer t reatie·s , would remain intact for a time , 

whi le i f neglected , the so called curt i s bill would 

become our l aw . This matter has been voted on by our 

peopl e , and your honorable body has couhte·d the votes 

according to the Creek l aw, and declared tha t the 

Dawes Cr eek treat y has been defeated by a decided 

majority . 

It would seem that we are now i n tne embraces 

ot the curtis law, a law r epugnant to our people , and 

in which they have had no hand or· work i n the maki ng . 

It wi l l be your duty now to take such action as wi l l 

convey to the peopl e the inf ormation of the recent 

election. 

The united s t ates government , although a 

great and powerful na tion, has placed bounds and checks 



on its powers of legislation , and its congress is 

required t o make all 1 ts laws in str'ict harmony with 

certain great principles of right and justice clearly 

laid down in the const i tution of the United s t ates , 

on which the government has been founde d . It is 

found t hat the Curtis l a. , which , without our consent 

and against clear treaty stipulations, divests us of 

the rights and privileges guaranteed to us i n such 

treaties·, i s one made in strict harmony wi th the 

constitution, then it will be time for our people to 

ser iously consider the wisdom of making an agreement 

for a change in relations with the United States . 

The Creeks have in their employ competent at tor­

neys who are paid to bring before the courts of' the 

United Sta tes such questions as those above mentioned , 

and 1 t might be proper, in this connection, that you 

urge t hem to renewed energy in this direction . 

I am, ver y respectfully, your obedient servant , 

ROLLY oiNTOSH 

Acting Principal Chief 



THE DAILY CHIEFTAIN 

Vinita, Ind. Ter., 
Saturday EVening , December !7, !898 
Vol. I No . 6 
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MESSAGE OF ISP ARHECHER 

To the National Council 

Gentlemen: 

During your last sess ion matters of public 

importance nesessitat d my absence during the 

l as t days or council, ut, h~ving rejected th 

proposed agreement with the United States, I fully 

expected you to formula te some plan or policy to 

be adopted and pursued by t he nation in its future 

efforts to preserve our national interests . This 

was not done, however, end the condit ions at present 

are such as compelled me to hasten to convene you 

in extraordinary session i n order that you may t ake 

such action as will clearly indicate your ~lans tor 

the future. 

Three ot our brother tribes, es you are s re , 

have negotiated terms with the United States and a·re 



endeavoring as best they can to adapt the -

selves to the workings of the new order of things 

while the trend of publ ic opinion and affairs all 

tend ta show that the tribes of the Indian Terri -

tory must at as early a day as possible shape their 

affairs in the line indicated by the Indian policy 

of the United States. 

From all of our past actions it is very clear 

that the Creeks are bitterly opposed to breaking up 

the relations subsisting under former treat ies wi th 

the United States .and the conditions growing out of 

them; but while this is so , it is equally clear now 

that a change must come, and this leads us to the 

question and consideration of the advisab~lity of 

taking a hand in the work and . doing what we may 

to give it direction and shape with a view to the 

preservat ion of the best interests of our people . 

The subject of entering into an agreement 

with the United States has been ·before our people 

so long, and so fully has it been discussed that 

all understand better today the will and wish of 

our people with reference to it than any time in 

the past and any person appointed to represent the 
J . 



people can now be conf idently regarded as a 

true exponent of t heir spi ri t · and plieaure more than 

at any time in the past . In these circumstances, 

therefore, I suggest that you provide a suitable 

commission or delegation of a number of competent 

men, clothed with power and authority to enter into · 

an agr·eement with t he United States for an all t ­

ment of all t he landed possessions of the uskogee 

Nation among its bona- fide citizens . In such division 

I would suggest t hat all the l and be divided and t aken 

up, each citi zen rece·i ving an equal share of the 

lands of t he nation wherever he may select the same , 

without intrusion on the rights or . improvements of 

another cit i zen , t o hold and use or dispose of as 

he may select, leavi ng no surplus lands anywhere 

·ror the pos s ible future operations of trusts, land 

syndicates and similar corporations now loudly com­

plained of in t he .surrounding states . The lands 

so allotted shoul d i nclude everything of value found 

beneath as well as on the surface . 

he matter of t ownsites in the Muskogee na­

tion has come to be of signal importance in the public 

affairs of the na t ion and should receive your careful 

considerat i on i n any agreement attempted or concluded 

with the United St ates. I n case you provide a dele -



gation to represent you in any negotiations with the 

Uni t ·ed States, · I would recommend that they he instruct­

ed to arrange for t he sale of the lands now platted 

and incorporated under the -sta tutes of the s t ate of 

Arkansas for townsites, to the duly authorized author­

it~es of such incorporated towns, at some clearly 

stated price per acre, title to which may be given 

the same in the case of general allotment as soon as 

the agreement shall be signed and ratified and the · 

price of such townsites" paid to the ~uthorities of 

the nation, in cash. This would be a simple matter 

by which to solve the towns i te· question , and one 

which would involve no intri cacies or complications 

which may not be clearly understood by the humblest 

citizen. 

Our tribal government, while republ ican in 

for.m and not perfect, has nevertheless been satisfact­

ory to us, and under it we have achieved many . succes~es 

towards the upbuilding of our people , and we cannot 

look upon our being compelled to lay it aside for 

something else as a.nything other than a serious wrong . 

I recommend therefore, that every .proper effort be 

·made to retain, intact, the operation and jurisdiction 

of our laws and goverruuent in all controversies and 



things wherein all the parties shall be bona fi de 

citizens of the Muskog~:e nation . I would further 

suggest that .any stipulation for the retention and 

continuation of our government should fix some 

reasonable period of time during which the right of 

self gover nment shall contin~e and also provide t hat 

the usual national funds be received and disbursed 

by our dul y authorized officers in defraying the 

expenses of our government during all of such period. 

Aft er . t he expiration or such period as shall be agreed 

upon all moneys out standing ·to th~ credi t of .the Mus­

kogee nat ion -in t he treasury of the United States, in­

cluding pr i ncipal as well as accrued interest, shall 

be pai d out per capita in money to the citize~s of 

the Muskogee nation . 

Tt has been held by responsible parties 

t hat the alleged cl aim of the Missouri , Kansas & Tex­

as railway company , to each alternate section of 

land fo r t en miles on each side of its right of way 

through t he Creek nation , cannot be maintained against 

our cons ent to the detriment of the l anded interests 

of the na t ion , and whi l e this position at once com­

mends itsel f to common reason as the correct one , the 

alleged claim is one that has stood as something in 



the nature of a menace to the efforts and industries 

of our citizens located along said right of way , and 

I recommend that such commission require the govern­

ment of the United States to undertake in clear and 

unmistakable terms to guarantee our people aga inst 

further apprehension from this source . 

' In conclusion I must assure you that it has 

been my hope all along that the government of the 

United States, so lavish in its professions of love 

and friendshi p for the meek and friendless , would 

not force us , its meek and trusting wards against 

our will to accept a course so at variance with our 

past methods and history . But with the lights and 

age before me now I can see no other course left to 

us but that indicated in the foregoing suggestions, 

and, unpleasant as it is to me, I commend it to your 

calm and thoughtful consideration. In connection with 

the foregoing, I would further suggest t hat any com­

mission appointed be instructed to insist on an early 

settlement of all claims of t~e _ uskogee nation or 

individuals thereof against the United States . I 

have not entered into detail here and perhaps have 

overlooked some other subjects of importance, but 

should you undertake to negotiate an agreement as here­

in suggested, I feel sure that your good judgment and 



true patriotism will pbint out to you t he int erests 

that will best subserve your ends . . i shi ng tha t 

He who overlooks us from above may guide you in an 

earnest endeavor to do the right , I r emain , 

Your obedient servant, 

ISPARHECHER , 

Principal Chief Muskogee Nation . 
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n.· M. Marrs, Editor 

MESSAGE OF ISP ARHECHER 

To the National Council : 

Gentlemen: 

I 

During your _last sess ion matte·rs of public 

importance ~ neces~·i tated my absence during the last days 

of council, but, having rejected the proposed agreement 

with the United States, I fully expected you to formu­

late some plan of policy to be adopted and pursued by 

the nation in its future efforts to preserve our national 

inter~ sts. This was not done , however , and the conditions 

t present are such as compelled me to hasten to convene 

you in e,xtraordinary session in order that you may take 

such action as will clearly indicate your plans for the 

fUture. 

Three of our brother tribes, as you are aware , 

have negotiated terms with the Uni te·d States and are 

endeavoring as best they can to adapt t.hemselves to the 



workings of the new order of thi ngs whi le the trend 

ot public opinion and affai r s all tend to show that 

the tribes of t he I ndi an Terri tory must at as e rly 

a day as poss i ble shape their affairs i n the line 

indicated by t he Indian policy of the Uni ted States . 

From all of our past actions i t is very clear 

that the Creeks are bi tterl y opposed to breaking up 

the relations subs i s ting under former treaties ith 

the United St a tes and the conditi ons gro ing out of 

them; but while thi s i s so, i t is e quall y clear no 

that a change must crnne , and this leads us to the 

question and consi deration of the advisabi lity or 

taking a hand in the work and doing hat e m y to give 

it direction and shape wi th a view to the preservation 

of the best inter ests of our people . 

The subject of enteri ng i n to an agreement ith 

the United states has been before our people so long, 

and so fully has it been di s cussed that all understand 

better today the will and the wish of our people wi t h 

raference to it than any time i n the past , and any person 

appointed to represent the people can now be conf i dently 

regarded as a true exponent of their spirit and pleasure 

more than at any time in the past . In these c ircumstances, 

therefore , r suggest that you provide a suitable commission 



or delegation of a number of competent men , clothed ith 

power and authority to enter into an agreement with the 

United States for an allotment of all the landed 

posessions of the skogee Nation among i t .s bona fide 

citizens. In such division I would suggest that all the 

land be divided and taken up , each citizen receiving an 

equal share of the lands of the nation herever he may 

select the same , wi thout intrusion on the rights or 

improvements of another citi zen , to hold and use or 

dispose of as he may elect , leaving no surplus lands 

anywhere for the possible future operations of trusts , 

land syndicates and similar corporations now loudly 

complained of in the surrounding state s . The lands ao 

alloted should incl ude everything of value found beneath 

as well as on t he surf ace . 

The matter of townsi tes i n the T·-uskogee nation 

has come to be of signal i mportance in the public 

affairs or the nation and should receive your careful 

consideration in any agreement attempted or concluded 

with the United States. In case you provide a delega­

tion to represent you in any negotiations with the 

Un1 ted States, I would recommend that th y be instructed 

to arrange for the sale of the lands now platted and 

incorporated under the statutes of the state of Arkansas 



for townsi tes, to the duly authorized authorities of 

such incorporated towns, at some clearly stated price 

per acre, title to which may be given the same in the 

case o~ general allotment as soon as the agreement 

shall be signed and rati fied and the price of such 

townsi tes paid to the authorities of the nation, in 

cash. This would be a simple matter by which to solve 

the townsite question, and hi ch would i nvolve no 

1ntr1.oacies or complications hich may not be clearly 

understood by the h blest citizen. 

Our tribal gover ent , h i le republican i n form 

and not perfect , has nevertheless· been satisfactory to us , 

and under 1 t e have achieved many successes towards 

the upbuilding of our people , and we cannot look upon 

our being compelled to lay it aside for something else 

as anything other than a serious ong. I recommend 

therefore, that every proper e·ffort be made to retain, 

intant, the operation and jurisdiction of our laws and 

government in all controversies and things wherein all 

the parties shall be bona fide citizens of the skogee 

nation. I would further suggest that any stip lation 

tor the retention and ·continuation of our government 

should fix some reasonable period of time :during hich 

the right or self government shall continue and also 



provide that the us,ual national funds be received and 

disbursed by our duly authorised off icers i n defraying 

the expenses. of our government during all of such 

period. After the expiration of such .r:e r iod as . shall 

be agreed upen all moneys outstanding to the credi t or 
the Muskogee nation in t he treasury of the United States , 

including principal as well as accrued interest , shall 

be paid out per capita in money to the citizens of the 

]. uskogee nation. 

It has been held by r esponsi ble parties that 

the alleged claim of the issouri , Kansas Texas 

railway company, to each al t .ernate section of land 

for ten miles on each side of its right of way through 

tbe Creek nation, cannot be mai ntai ned against our 

consent to the detriment of' the landed i nterests of 

the nation, and while this position at once commends 

1 tself to common reason as the corre·ct one , the alleged 

claim i .s one that has s tood as somet ing in the· nature 

o'f a menace to 1he efforts and i ndustr ies of our 

citizens located along said right of way, and I re c­

ommend that such commission require· the government of 

the united States. to undertake in clear and u.nmistakable 

terma to guarantee our people against further apprehen-

sion from this source. 



In conclusion I must assure you that it has 

been my hope all along that the government of t he 

United States, so lavish in its professions of love 

and friendshi~ for the meek and friendless , would not 

force us, its meek and trusting wards against our will 

to accept a course so at variance with our past methods 

and history. But with the light s and age before me 

now I can see no other course l eft to us but that 

indicated in the foregoing sug stings , and , unpleasant 

as it is to me, I commend it to your calm and thoughtful 

consideration. In connect,i on i th the foregoing , I 

would further suggest that any commis sion appointed be 

instructed to insist on an early settlement of all 

claims of the MUskosea nation or indiv1duals thereof 

against the United States . I have not entered into 

detail here and perhaps have overlooked some other 

subjects of importance, but should you undertake to 

negotiate an agreement as herein suggested , I feel sure 

that your good judgment and true patriotism will point 

out to you the the interests that ill best subserve 

your ends. Wishing that He who overlooks us from 

~bove may guide you in an earnest endeavor to do the 

riaht, I remain, 
your obedient servant, 

ISP ARHECHER 
Principal Chief MUskogee N. 

I e-r-0 
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EDITORIAL ON SELECTION OF LANDS BY I SPARHECHER 

Muskogee , I . T., 

May 26 . 

Honorable Tams Bixby , chairman of t he Dawes 

commission, has completed t he counting of the votes at 

the February election by citizens of the Cr eek nation 

to det ermine the r a tificat ion or rejec~ion of the Dawes-

Creek treaty, and returned to ~skogee today . 

The tre at y was ratified by a majority of 485 

votes. This treaty is regar ded as t he best ever made 

with any of t he Five civilized Tribes, and , should it 

be confirmed by Congress, will place the Creek people 

far in advance of any of the Five civili zed tribes . 

The relations existing between Isparhe cher and the 

Dawes commission have become friendl y and the Chief 

applied to Chairman Bixby , of the Dawes commission , 

for his allotment, and he was p ermitted to make his 

ol 



selection while the commission was at Okmulgee. 

This selection by the Chief will be a signal for 

hundreds of Creeks to fall in line, as many of them have 

r efused bec ause the Chief had not done so. 

It is regarded here as an indication that the 

Chief is no longer opposed to the determination of the 

United s tates t o bring about a change in the condition 

of affairs in the Creek nation , and the ne s was received 

here with much rejoicing. 

He is the first man of t he Chiefs of the Five 

civilized tribes to sel ec t his allotment . 
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D. M. Marrs , Editor 

PORTI~N OF MES GE 0 

Chief l easant orter delivered his annual 
message to t h e Creek counci l at Okmulgee Tuesday . 
After t he general i ntroduction Chief orter said : 

Having thus briefly called your attention to 

the conduct of aff airs of the nation from the time 

of my tru~ing office , and other mat ers and things 

that have had a bear i ng upon the adminis tration of 

those affair s , I now deem it i ncumbent upon me to 

offer such advisory sug esti ons as have in the mean-

ime presented themselves to me . More especiall 

do I feel i t my duty to do this I appreciate 

the fact that I am not permitted to exercise the 

functions of an executi ve power , xce t to assent 

and a i ssent from t he ethods pro osed and pursued 

by the departments of the gover ent of the U i ted 

States in its adminis t ration of our affai rs . 



The effort to resuscitate and reestabli sh a 

govern ent administered by ourselves thus far has 

proved futile, and the outlook is extremely unfavor­

able to the success in ever again recovering even 

the ost limited form of tribal government . 

ssuming this to be true, it behooves us to 

cast about and find what is best for us to do In 

determining t his uestion it would be best for us 

to note the i mmedia te conditions and environments and 

what is trans piring today . Governme nt over us is 

administered by the United States: our ~nds pa tent­

ed to us as a tri be or nation are being allo tted to 

the individual members of the tribe under authority 

of a law of c ongress . It is true that it is admit­

ted that the title to t he lands can not be segregated 

without an agreement with us so to do . The lands of 

the tribe ere patented to the nat ion in fullfillment 

of treaties mutually agreed u on by and between t he 

United States and the Creek nation, nd their art­

ition can not be lawfully made except by mutual 

consent of the contracting parties, therefore a 

treaty or agreement in the lawful andl usual manner 

will be seen to be of the hi ghest 1m or tance . 



Attent ion h s been called to the fact that 

more than t wo- thirds of t he Creek peopl e have made 

sele ctions of allotments of the use of t he surface 

of t he l and under th e provisions of t h e Curtis act, 

and ha ve recei ved certificates from t he Dawes 

commi s s i on for such certificates . This conclusively 

shows t hat t he Creek pe ople individually have assent ­

ed to and ac cept the allotment and partition of their 

l ands , and in so doing it cannot be doubted but that 

t hey were guided by the unfolding light of events in 

advance of any positive agr eemen t - a s it were- by 

i n t uit ion grasping the c onclusion or end to be reach­

ed and acting u on it in so far as it is possible for 

them so to do , and it now only remains for the proper 

authoriti es . of the nation, t hrough t he me t hods required 

by l aw , by agreement in t he usual form , to arrange 

defini t ely the terms and conditions vhich sh 11 be 

t he rul e i n t he division of our la nds and other pro­

perty . 

I n t he light of the facts a bove sta ted, it 

becomes your bounden du ty to t he people you repr esent 

to expedite t he r egistering i n t he form a f an agree­

men t t he spontaneous act of the · e 'ople , accepting 



with supr eme trus t t ha t which the ma jority of the 

people have de termined upon and a re acting upon 

with sturdy deli b r at i on · s t he will of the people , 

and rec ogni ze t he pr inciple that la , a s a matter 

of f a c t , i s only the. changi ng wi 11 of t he people . 

RECOGNI ZES CONDITIONS . 

Peopl e act i ng normally endeavor to harmonize 

t hemselves and therr interests with t he i r surround­

ings. Our people are no exception to this rule -

t ha t is what they are now doing . In looking 

around us wha t do we see? ~hat great movement is 

going on i nfl uencing , controlling , ch nging and rea­

arrangi ng the plans and urposes of our lives .· It 

is t he su rveying , llotment and distribut ion of our 

l ands. 

1Vhat i s t he urpose an meaning of t h is sur­

veying and a l lotment of our l ands? 

To f i nd the answer to t his quest ion we have 

but to l ook t o ~ha t has been its meani ng , purpose 

and resul t s in t he pa s t. In t he l ast 100 years, 

from t he All eghen ies to the Pacific ; from th e great 

l akes of the north to t he Gulf of exico , t he sur­

veying and a l l otment of lands , i n some f o rm , has 



been going on - that its meaning , purpose and re ­

sults will show has been the lanting of homes , 

and in those h omes the rearing of families . 

This is what has been transpiring and now 

is an accomplished feet, as will be evide nced by 

the many milli ons of homes and families t hrough­

out the United States . 

Those h om es have been ma de by whom? The y 

have been made by men - men just like ourselve s . 

Men with hearts , brains physical and men t al owers , 

facul t i es and emotions, the same as you and I . 

This being so, there can be no doubt as to our 

ability to do and accomplish wha t th ey ha ve done . 

I n doing this we will fu l lfill the promise and 

destiny zmrked out for us by the w1 sdom of the 

government of the United states and our anc estors 

more than a century ago . 

Arriving now a t the sta te of full consciousness 

of the work set before us, nd wha t e are ex ected 

to do, and hat we . ust do , how a r e we to go a bout to do 

it? Nhy just kike men, the s ame a s we have gone 

about it. ·.:Lost of our peopl e have home s of some ki d 

already. The survey and allotment of our lands means 



that each and every one of us shall m ke c home and 

rear a family in t hat home . nd for tho s e of tender 

years, and those who for other reasons are unable 

at the presen t time to enter upon the task assigned them, 

a way to conserve the ir i nterest i n t he landed pro­

perty will be provided . 

The way that men have made homes when th e 

opportuni ty was opened up to them by. the survey 

and allotment of lands, as i s now be ing done f or us 

upon the land of our heritage , has been to enter 

upon t he lands thus se t apart for them and begin the 

making of a home; the lands upon vmich each is to 

make a home being well ma r ked , the ch r acter of the 

home to be wrought out ill suggest itself - the 

place to build the dwelling house and other necessary 

buildings, orchards, fields for gro ing grain and 

pasture lands will easily be deter mined upon . You 

will then hav · pictured out in you r mind the ho e 

that you have been selected and elected to make for 

yourselves and your children . You have the l awful 

right to do it - the law of inheri tance , the law of 

the United states , the law of God and the l a of 

progress all concede to you the right ot rnake this 



home of your mind ' s· creation and bids you gods peed 

in the noble undertaking that fortuitous circum-

stances and duty ha ve i mJosed upon you. 

Now let us ask ourselves the question, will 

we do it? The answer that we make to this question 

will determine whether we and our posterity shall have 
1 

e place and dwell in the land goven to our ancestors 

by the great spirit, or as of fcasts, perish from the 

face of the earth . 

Shall I not answer t his question for you, and 

shall not t he answer be , yes , we will do it? We 

will each nd every one of us make for ourselves a 

home and rear a family, and win for ourselves a place 

among the God - protected millions of fami lies in t his 

great nation born of the spir i t of liberty. 

LET .ALL rlA.KE HOMES 

The vitality of our race still persists. ~e 

have not lived for naught. e a re the original dis-

coverers of t h is continent, end the conquorers of it 

tram the animal kingdom, and on it first taught the 

arts of peace and war, and first planted the insti­

tutions of virtue, truth and liberty . The European 

nation first found us here and were de aware that it 



was possible f or men t o exi st and subsi .st here . we 

have given to t he European nations our thought forces -

the best blood of our ancestors having been inter­

mingled with t he i r best tatesmen and leading citizens . 

We have made our selves an indestructible element in 

their national hi story . We have shown that what 

they believe wer e arid and d sert pla ces were inhabit ~ 

able and capa ble of sustaining millions of people . 

We have led the vanguard of civilization in our con­

flicts with t hem for tribal existence from ocean to 

ocean. The race that has rendered this service to 

mankind cannot perish utterly . 

T~ugh our tribal organization is fad ing away, 

we will be t r ansformed a s a potent facter and element 

within th e body of Chri stian~ civilization . The 

philosophy of h i sto ry of the future shall trace many of 

the principles of government and i nst itutions so dear 

to them t o those they found among us . 

Now tha t e h ve demonstr ted that we have the 

ability to ake fo r ourselves nd our children homes , 

and having the sanc tion of every l aw , let u make 

tor ourselves t h i s f irm and fixed resol 1t ion . Let 

our every word speak it forth ; let the elements d 



forces of nature ca r r y ou r res olutions to our fellow 

men the world over; l et them i n thei r senses kno 

and f eel it, a nd en ter upon the· e r fo 1mance of our 

high mi s sion. Eany of you have done i t already ; 

many ohave bebun it; an d t hose tha t ha ve not yet 

begun it, begin it a t on ce , and devote a 1 our 

energies of soul to t he task s et before us even if it 

takes years; yes, a l ife ti llie t o carry it o ut . 

When we ha ve thus resol ved to a ke for our selves 

and our ch ildren bomes , we will have indited in and 

upon ourselves a l aw fo r our guidance h ich all d ivi ne 

and human law will pro tec t and sustain us in i ts mai n­

tenance. No statutory la w will ever annul it , an we 

shall then have arisen to the plane of our high destiny . 

Trust i ng th a t 'you will a ppr ec i ate and fulf i ll t he 

demands and obliga t i ons l aced u on you ·by c ivilization 

and your people, and tha t you will perform t he duties 

now incumbent up on you as l egislator s , and t hat har mony 

and good will will ch aracterize yo ur del iber a t i ons, 

let us commit ourselves to Al mi gh t y God and i mpl ore his 

divine guidance, and with i mmovable faith and cour ge 

enter u pon the work t a t Chris t i an civilizati on warrants 

us the r1 ght of way. 



I have the honor to be, very res eo tfully, yo ur 

obedient servant, 

P. PORTER 

Princi pal Chief, 

Nuskogee na ti_on. 
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WEBB S F A.I.J. s NI 'roB 

Webbe:ra alla. Ind.. Ter., 
. day, Jan. 25, 1901 

Vol .• 1 ~o . 44 
A. 1 • Hevcr:mal , ... 1 tor 

For montl e e t)nd ot d i s t sf'i d fu 1 l o d 

Creek Indians - ve bee h l ding . s on 

or eek, ende vox'1 to :roir~ t ·· e i en .n · 

SeTeral months eo C. ·1 t rt r tho t 

oub $ ake to ~ pon I d:t en 

b down end dis rm .. s 

'o ee about .tho u ri ain d 

tullbloods, who ere t r i n d to e t 1 

,l lion. 

of the 

t 

ot C'! ul en 

ove:rn• 

m t of their O · • C t . E l1s e~ v t 1 - d ood 

i lk and succeeded n . ieting fo;r th ti being . 

11th1n the last w days t y v r ok n o r r · sh 

4 a making lots of trouble . tel e hon r ssege 

ay aay that the iss t i sfi cd Cr · . I n 1 n s r · 

1D£ t rough the country r nd 

e altreati ng e ce ble Indi s~ e u y 

Gran ran eoross a. ban · of fift wes " o 

-r• e~4•J • He aw e gl1 tt r or their new 



Winchester gun ban from a dist noe. Th€\V were 

erres't1ng oome lnd1Eu s tor· the purpose or taking 

thEm! to their ·camp to be h1 ppcd . r e pe oeable Ind- · 

ians are indignant t their trcatnen t, and h ve 

eppe led to t~e United states tor proteot1on . The 

tullblool Ind1t:ns s -y they are going to have their . 
own oourte baek and a:ro go.1ng to stop the- tre · t1ea 

now be·tng negoti ted 1n ~- s h1ngton. hey ;re aro.uaed 

n4 2 y make tl:"oubl before they can be a.1 a1~ed end 

diebended., The Unite-. t tes .e.rshal tor the northern 

d1etrio1; ha · sent eputi e t o1: the purpose .of rrest­

ing the ringl-eaders. ""- ennison Heral _ ~ 
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lufaula, Indian Territor, 
Friday, January 25, 1901 

·!lumber 4 
J. B. Thornton, Editor 

THE SNAKE INSURRECTION 

·The excitement in the Creek ·Nation for the past 

week over rumored uprising of the disaffected Creek Indians 

who opposed the treaty party is now spreading all over the 

Five Civilized Tribes. 

It has been known for month (. that delegates from 

the disaffected elements of all the Five tribes have been 

caucusing at Hickor Ground. 35 miles west of Eufaula but 

these pow-wows have not been taken seriously by the United 

States authorities. When these people organized in t he 

Creek Nat ion and pulled off an election for chief, council 

and lighthorsemen the people merely laughed at them. A few 

weeks ago this new government began to execute the old Creek 

laws, whipping people on various charges and in some cases 

seizing stock in lieu unpaid fines. At that time a few 

IDdian police cotud have put the new regime to route and 

imprisoned the ringleaders and this business could have been 

nipped in the bud, but the procrastination in all government 

affairs which has caused issatifaction that has resulted in 



this insurr ectionary movements has also caused it to grow rabid 

and dangerous. The Indian department has a contingent fund and 

could have organized as many Indian police as necessary and . 

could have stopped this uprising at any stage of its develop- · 

ment. We say that its neglect to do so is responsible for the 

spread of the uprising to the other tribes for t hey have gained ' 

courage to rebel by seeing t heir brethren of the Creek tribe 

prospering in rebellion. 

It is charged by the treaty Indians of this district 

that they have been left without protection then they appealed 

to the United States government for protection. The reply 

the,y received was to the effect that t hey mi ght l egally defend 

themselves if attacked. It is charged by t hem and credited 

my public belief generally that the United States authorities 

at Muskogee have purposely allowed t his fermentation to drift 

toward an explosion knowing that when the worst come they · 

would be able to seize on affairs here with a firmer hand, 

and with the insurrectionists thoroughly crushed by soldiers, 

the Creek treaty in a shape that would best suit t heir pur-

pose could be passed through the Creek council. 

Such may be statesmanship but it is not an honest 

way to treat a people who are wards of a great civilized and 

dignified nation. 



i 

' 

-
1 



t • 

0 

0 

-

1 

r 



1 1 

, 
:t 

0 h -
t ~ o, '" ... 

t 



e 

0 

• 



u 

1 

1 

1 

r 

• 

I ~ I 

1 

1 

" 1 ) 



1 

• () 

• 
, 

' l 



!1m IND I .All JOURNAL 

lufaula, Indian Territory 
lriday, February 1, 1901 
lumber 5 ~ '~ .1 

J. N. Thornton, Editor 

REFLECTIONS UPON CRAZY SNAKE 

A few years ago, say ten years, the Five Civilized 

Tribes of the Indian Territory enjoyed self government and 

tribal relations seemed good to them. Every Indian had enough~ 6 

I L " ~ , •. ' . 
> I 

~ to please the occupant. Others had more but all were contented 

with their government , their politics and home life. There 

were a few white men in the country but they were traders, 

labors, or government employees. They were all here either to 

serve the Indian or remained by the ann~lly•to-be renewed 

consent of the Indians. There was no demand from within the 

borders of the Territory for a change of conditions. No white 

man here asked for it and no Indian desired it. 

But the march of civilization westward had passed 

around these lands. The Indians bad sold Oklahoma and that 

country had brought progress and the white man ' s civilization 

to the back doors of the Five Tribes. The great cities of the 

Southwest saw a.n undeveloped land a magnificent count,.. If 

this country was developed, they argued, great would be our 

wholesale of goods to that countr,r. The statesman at Washing-



ton was appealed to and he listened, as he must always listen 

to the murmur of millions of people as the tide of the drift 

westward ripples against the embankment that shall succumb 

to its rising might. 

Nature is cruel it is said. :But you can't argue 

with .nature. Nature seems to know her_business and goes right 

along with her cruelty as though she had an object in all 

things natural and an end to bring about. Ci vilization is 

a law of nature. The civilizations have ebbed and flowed 

over this old world until every mountain side and every rock 

and even the deserts of sand wear the marks of their grind­

ings. And every succeeding tide of civilization rose higher, 

and from the crest of the mounting wave man has caught nearer 

glimpses of nature's unerring wisdom and has felt the pulse­

throds of God's mighty machinery. 

The survival of the fittest -- let live who can -­

is a law of nature and a law of civilization. The philantrop­

hiat may feed the sick, the nun ~ nurse the dying and Christ 

will love the lowly, but the rush of progress thund s on and 

crushes all in its path. 

And the time came when the waves of progress of the 

greatest civilization ever known to the world beat against 

the retreat of a people unable and unfitted to become a part 

ot it. Its · elements are too boisterous for their weakness 



ot body and intellect. For hundreds of years they have retreated 

before the advancing tide until the waters have surrounded them 

and there is no other retreat. 

v' 
The talk of protection is a credit to those who ate 

sincere, but most of those sent to save only ~arne to plunder 

the helpless. The w~lte men who lived among these people when 

the knell began to sound were sincere in imploring that they 
v 

be spared yet a little ile, and they prayed earnestly but 

in vain. The leaders and head men of these Indian people were 

finall7 persuaded that they were a part of this civilization 

and agreed to join in its work by treaty. Those who were sent 

to save remained to harrass and plunder. 

This is no new thing. It bas been always thus. 

'l'he supporting arm of government may hold the Indian above 

water for a time, but as a more valuable article comes float-

ing by self interest will a ssert itself and the white hand 

will let go and reach for the goods. 
·" 

The philanthropist in the ~oston shrieks with horror 
/ 

at the selfishness of man, ut the Bostonian has done the same 

thing time-out-of-mind and his chief desire to save the red 

men ia prompted by curiosity. His ancestors made them scarce 

and he loves the redman as a cur o-collector loves an old 

atamp or coin. He don't know this himself, but it is true. 

Ken are the same the world over. They are the greatest work 

of nature and nature is cruel and loves only what serves her 

eDda. 



And so Chitto Harjo (Crazy Snake) and his people are 

dooaed. They cannot compete with this white civilization 

which is so mighty, so selfish and so natural. A few Indians 

will survive and be absorbed but none of the Chitto Harjo 

element• The descendants of those who trample these people 

under foot will mourn over them, even as many of us sorrow 

now at the cruelty of the thing; but that is all. 
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F b. 22, 1g01 
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Editor' name not given 

ISTORY F T I I ; 

The hi tory of t he Cr e or us oge In­

dia na is yet unwritten . but t eir t r diti ons have 

been better pre er ved a nd nde do n from enera-

tion to gener a ti on, rh ps , th n hcve t ose of 

enr other I ndi n tribe . •rhey no tha t t ey re 

of ztec orig i n nd th t their ancestors re n 

M xioo a t the t e of the s ish inva i o under 

cor s • . t th t ti e t hey ere not kno n ~ s cr ks , 

but a " • .4u ogees, " sonorou . z t e c n me t ey till 

loYe. he name " ree h nev r been t o their 

liking , but they h ve cce t d i t s r ne cc s ry 

pe rt ot their vici ~ i t udo and a s result of the 

d1 a trou fortune s of r. 

·ooording to t heir t r d1ti on t ey lef t 

xioo about the ar 1520. In o pr ob bi l 1ti e , 

s s ever 1 



r ft r t is t~ te, t e s su u, ton 

n t con ... 5 5 . ot .exico 

old st)ri f t un£ve'lin; v oro the u .o-

e ag inst t h inv d rs o they ~ay came in hi s 

trom oross t e 

en lavement · nd 

tb 1 uskog es 

ruded . They 

e t 

r 

ted t 

more th· t o conturi 

tar • hey tell of t e · 

of the ~ zted, b t 

i ~her vO be ensl ve o de-

the _ r s in trekin~ b 

• .ceo di g to th 1 ds, 

me priests oft e Toltec fnith cum vith t.em but 

these 1 . d dis d, s 11 as 1 fo m 

nd oerom _ieo of t1 t f a it, he n ~t y com 

1n contact ith t e hit 

o ntury. 

t o durin t i htee th 

.uskogee tr d1 tion re rich 1n tor s of 

thousand battle s as the tri e fought its ay to 

th nor enst , seek1n to et a s or a y s i .t 

ooul4 from the 1 nd 1t a leavi • , 

:rer a can b t r d fro t hese tradi tio a, 

1 hab1 a a pert or exioo some\ here in th v oinity 

ot a !a now the city ot Ver Cruz . T e s 

nd th eashore app ar ti S rt of t 1r or Mio 

h1 ry, end 1n th 1r dar in t ey ap ar never 

I \ 



to ave got r r ay from the l:f. numbered 

ny figh ing 'en; a nd; it t eir tra dition r 0 

be believe d, they r evu i ed 1 i t -11 t he cne es 

coming , p ainst th m, inc· ud t he . r 1 

COmanches, then ' numerou i n all t h oOUt ~ t ; the 

a tohez, the .. ~1 I ndi .. n s d ot er once po er-

tul tribes. Tr dition ~ee to be borne out b the 

tact that they did fin lly e t · b i sh t h s e ves 

in .c\,labam and Ge rgia , dr1 ving o t t h 

1 habiting thtt co try . T ey et up t 

i be s then 

r To tee 

1 ta :' and 1 t r f ir , bu t t t rv i tropi r.. l 

taith, it seems, could not l on su rv ive 

ot latitude, for tradi tion soon becomes 

c nge 

l en t s 

god and sacrttiaes, e nd the ,us o e s became o 

ture of their ne · env1ro en s, o~r i g _o thin, or 

saoritic a nd cere onies d 

11g1on a v gue rehen i on of 

and " appy TTuntin round . " 

It a a in this cond1 t j.on 

ou d th 'uekogees r en he o · me 

vi ~ for t e r r -

' Gre t (" i r 1 ' 

thE t t 10 h . te an. 

in . ;.. h e 1te 

e he tribe the n me or ' Crea s " b c u 

t 1r ropensity for e 1- 1a tered c untr • 

t nd t m nd their ne1 . hbor • th ("te 1nol s , 



ore trouble th~n ·n of the oth ~r trib 0 

th southe· st. mhi may · ve been , 1 a ubtl s 

the r "' Sult edi · r y b1tt rness en i trust, 

surviVing for three o n·uri s ; .nd oving th o 

oc pt death a • w e l ern ti of h t th y . 

te red ~ e to be sl v ry in tl event of t oir ub-

jugation. ner 1 J ck on , ho on o 1paign 

egainst them, i on r9cord it the ayin th t 
, 

th y fou ht lik e'tril J" esul oxy 1 r r , di-
• 

r oted gainst the ite n, continued until 1832, 
\ 

he the tr ty de un er i oh t Cree s or 

~u kogees no hold their present h 

dian Terri tory. 

s in the In-

.hat 1 not aditi o in Cree i tory is a 

numb r ot illustriou ame • Al of th f 1 1-

loods, 1nolud1 n · " Cr zy unak nd hi delude 0 -

lOW r t have inheritance in the glory Of harC180hee 

0 TU nnuggee.' This was ne of the great ar-

rior ahlef ot the tribe . ~is lory 1' n t re­

cord d on ny printed p ge , b t it is e s r i ed in 

h rt ot his ribesmen. : nd it s no t t-

rot tradition, rn rely, ~o he ppear .d 1 t at 

11k t1 e hen the Cr ee .. w s a d oro us t o -

1 tor 'Y n euoh a warrior as 1 ndrew J okson . 



In hat time the ·tribe he ld a po 1tion ain t t e 

elts of t e United 0 t t e s troo s, u der t h e com­

<.. o J c son i r. self until 600 of t he I ndi an 

ere killed . It s defea t , but the er e k ehcr~ 

1 h the memory of such b'ttl • h .r o1 ch e l oft 

a long line of descendants i n t h rib nd much 

ot his blood flo s to d i Cr eek ve i ns . i t le 

ot 1t ts tound 0 the alf or qu r ter ca t s , 

tor th~re s an ristocr cy i n th trib h t 
J 

ht to eep its lf unspot ted ro t h · o l d , and 

h deoendant of Ch rc ohee ar e in i t ( nd of ~t . 

nd perhap s ther-e c n be fou nd no' h re in th orld 

prouder or re excl s iv i tocr cy than t h i c . 

n he the moet 1 provi h d d i nor t , it 

eomet1 .. s i c , it ser ts it elf 1 riou· y . 

' Thl co, of ~ e u t erford, 1 o ther . i tor c 

name in Cree ,eneology . ie de c nd n t s re n r-

0 at1ong t e !ull- oods an so 1:18 of t em r e to 

e tound e.:1on (J o t .hol l o f the In4 i tr in. 

or the most p rt 01 cv r, t c dec d n of t 

a t h .ve k pt t e r e lv r e f r o 4 con min at 0 • 

is part! 11 a rl y t r ue of t oE e of th ol r, 1 f 

e , ho 11 !ed a ce t ry o , ut ho y 



I 

is o er ie ed a d 1 OS Jo ster1 ty 11 t in onor-

1ng it. T ey r 0 ell d to c no. l ~ e, 0 v .L. • 

that some of t c am 8 i 1 c 1 ndd 1 ter t 

hi tory are not I - di ou d or r1 • ·c-

C1.111ve.ry is S' st ve f he c n y ..., ot , 10 c st 

hi fort une 1th t e tr·be, 

talen t s ssisted in t 

~rea ties h h h ve 

·t ages in dea l1 . •it t ~ 

d cendants f : cOil ivary 

• 

"' nd lO Se lo . tic 

n f s o, e of t e 

th tribe r " t v n-

over me t . The 

e ot a s n r n t 

ea sore for mu t tude, but they r to e · o 1nd ; 

it not v ally n n t e f 1- lo d , the m n 1 

halt bre ds , or u rt r bl ods, n they, as a 

e 

rule, disp l ay the ].UBliti os li oh 1a e t he r r tern 1 

noes tor the c h ildren of ·ern to sh OS e i s 

u lly sue~e ~ ttve of t e fine art ot go tt'ng the 

b t ot e bar a1n, on oooopli ent upon t . 0 ne s -

ion or hich , in their de 1 8 · ith t ~ ov r jent, 

h ere k ve of 1 t years found any reasons 

to congra tul te the ~ l;v>es . he h lt ree s, 

in truth, cut cq aid r b ~ of fi ur in ree ~ his­

) or during the 1 .. · t ha l f century . 

_ut rh p there is no ore 1 lustr us 

... 



belt-breed in ,roe is tory thu 'Da dy c r r. .i 

t ther s Fn Iri"" , nd h i s ,1othe:r o e o th 

t irest of the cr ek omen • }~ - dy h e. s eft no dip-
. . 

lo atic le . oy to th tr be, n none of tre ties 

in , ic t ncle \ b v n the orst of i..l- nre 0 "' 

be credited to i • ut i n order forPy , <1 lead-

1ne the ere v n in 1 t eir tle ith to il 

tr1b s, he gave n r to t e Cree n • .r 

all t his could be for otten, i th e ft e· 1 i ) ing 

ti es of pe . ce, tr tl e ..,tory of hi s us /OUl still 

a rT1ve in the 11 rin ) co 1 ct ion ... of th ce uty 

ot- is fBin us t tn d u h ter , _· ri and ne . i nd 

Adne , tr.:1d i t i on h it , r p erle ev n nong the 

omen of th u 1rt r ood ) one 0 h .en 

-.he p·ertect loveli C! of ny f the yo fourth ... 

0 te omen of t 1 ~nd 1 n co 1.11try u r("t nd. 

the uperl tive of s r I on. ·ro • dy e r e co 

carr as the lo r of tha t tr e, en t he v or 

an it ot th . h lf br rad dy ro e do t e e .. -

olu 1Tenes of t e fu 1- l oo c t n t d y, 

a d the first fruit of t h n o dne , 

•1 1 .. 1' ce n ong t e Cree ~ ar t a 

to rriors or cot, t o • 0cd 

a ueh 1 art· lity , n 



handsom young omen ere by no me a rare. 

oner eoord. 
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TBI I:RDIAN JOURNAL 

lataula, Indian Territory 
1riday, March 15, 1901 
Humber 11, 26th yr. 
J. I. Thornton, Editor 

PROCLAMATION OF PLEASANT PORTER 

Whereas, An Act of the Congress of the United States, 

entitled "An Act to ratify and confirm an Agreement with the 

Muskogee, or Creek tribe of Indians, and for other purposes , 11 

was approved by the President of the United States March 1, 1901; 

the first section of said Act being as follows: 

•That the agreement negotiated between the Commission 

to the Five Civilized Tribes and the Muskogee or Creek tribe of 

Indians at the city of Washington on the eighth day of March, 

nineteen hundred, as herein amended , is hereby accented, ratified 

and confirmed, and the same shall be of full force and effect 

when ratified by the Creek National Council . The Principal 

Chief, as soon as practicable after the ratification of this 

agreement by congress, shall call an extra session of the Creek 

national council and lay before it this agreement and the act 

of congress ratifying it, and if the agreement , be ratified 

b.r &aid council as provided in the constitution of said nation, 

he •hall transmit to the President of the United States the 

act ot council ratifying the agreement, and the President of 



the united States shall thereupon issue his proclamation 

declaring the same duly ratified, and that all the provisions 

of this agreement shall have become law according to the 

terms thereof: 

Provided, That such ratification by the Creek 

national council shall be made within ninety days from the 

approval of this Act by the President of the United States." 

Now, t herefore, I, Pleasant Porter, Principal 

Chief of the Muskogee or Creek Nation, do hereby, in virtue 

of the authority vested in me by the foregoing provisions 

of the Act of congress aforesaid, call an extra session of 

the Muskogee or Creek national council to meet at Okmulgee, 

the capital of said nation, on the seventh day of May, 1901, 

at 10 o'clock a. m., of said day. All members of said 

national council are hereby notified to be present in their 

respective Houses at that time and place. When said council 

ia ao assembled, I will, in virtue of the authority aforesaid, 

1&7 before the same the said agreement and the Act of congress 

ratif7ing it for such action, in reference to said agreement 

aa said council may deem proper , as provided in said Act of 

congress. And when so assembled, the said national council 

aaJ transact such other business as may be deemed advisable 

and necessary. 

I have caused the full text of the Act of congress 

aforesaid, which contains the agreement between the Muskogee 



tbe United States , as amended b~ congress , to be 

and made a part of this proclamati on to the end that 

natiOnal council may be full advised as to the provis i ons 

lie agreement which will be submi t ted to them at the extra 

as1on of the council to assemble as aforesaid. 

In testimony v;hereof , I have he e to set my hand 

and oaused the seal of the ,uskogee at i on to be affixed . 

Done at Okmulgee i n said nation th i s 6th day of 

h 1901. 

P. o~mzR 

rincipal .. hief , 

Muskogee Nation . 



THE IIDI.A:I JOURNAL 

lufaula, Ind!an Territory 
Friday, May 10, 1901 
J. I. Thornton, Editor 

MESSAGE OF PLEASANT PORTER 

Okmulgee, May 7. 

The Creek council met today. Senator Quarles and 

Congressman Curtis were present . Chief Porter delivered his 

treaty address this afternoon. He said in part: 

1 0n March 9, 1901, I issued a proclamation for the 

assembling of the national council in extra session in order 

that it might take action upon the agreement entered into be-

tween the United States and the Creek Nation which agreement 

was ratified by Congress and approved by the president March 

1, 1901. 

"Now, therefore , I, Pleasant Porter, principal chief 

of the Muskogee or Creek Nation, do heretoby, in virtue of the 

authority vested in me by the foregoing provisions of the act 

of congress aforesaid, call an extra session of the Muskogee 

of Creek national council to meet at Okmulgee, the capital of 

ot aaid nation May 7, 1901, at 10 o 1 clock of said day. All 

aembers of said, national council are hereby notified to be 

present in their prespective houses at that time and place . 



lben said council is so assembled I will , in virtue of the 

authorit7 aforesaid. lay before the same the said agreement 

and the act of congress ratifying it for such action, in 

reference to said agreement, as said council may deem proper 

as provided in said act of congress. 

1 In view of the fact that it is of the highest 

importance that the people should be well advised as to the 

terms and provisions of the agreement I thought it necessary 

to have the full text of the agreement translated into t he 

Greek l~e. This has been done and I have caused the 

aame to be distributed throughout the country in order t hat 

the members of the council and all citizens of the Creek 

Bation might have the opportunity of reading and understand­

ing it. In presenting this agreement for your consideration 

and action thereon it devolves upon me as your chief executive 

to diseuse its provisions. 

THE VARIOUS CREEK TREATIES 

•It is a fact well known to you t hat in 189~ congress 

passed an act declaring a change of pol icy toward the Indians 

ot the Indian Territory, and instead of the treaty stipulation_ 

Up to that time subsisting, providing that the Creek and 

Seainolea shall be secured in the unrestricted right of eelf­

covernaent and haTe full jurisdiction over persons and property 

I I 



within their respective limits , which had reference to their 

own citizens, and that they should hold their lands in common, 

as was guaranteed t o . t hem in the patent issued to them August 

7, 1852, that new agreements should be made with the Five 

Civilised Tribes, providing for a change in their land tenure 

from tenure, in common to that of individual tenure , and their 

guaranteed rights of s elf- eovernment changed and modified so 

as to culminate i n statehood and the assumption of United 

States citizenship. 

"It is needless to trace the steps taken by the 

government through i t commission known as the Five Civilized 

Trlbes, which was created by virtue of the ct of congress 

of 1893. It will suffice to say that after many conventions 

with our authorities, which were fruitless of results , that 

in 1897 an agreement wa s framed which received the unqualified 

approval of congress• 

by the Creek people. 

This agreement , however , was rejected 

In February, 1899 , another agreement 

was made upon which congress took no action, it containing 

provisions discriminating agains t certain classes of our 

citizens, and was, t her efore, i mpossible of approval by the 

UDited States government . The pr esent agreement s igned March 

I, 1900, was the third one fr~ed and wi th its present changes 

aDd modifications has been approved by congress and t ender ed 

to our people tor ratification. 



STILL SOME DEFECTS IN THE TREATY 

"At our last council a delegation was ap ointed to 

try to secure certain changes prior to its passage by congress. 

lhile there were some changes made bettering its terms and 

removing certain dangers which would threaten the property 

rights of the individual citizens after allotment, there are 

still defects which ought to be remedied by supplemental agree­

ment. But in the main, the present agreement, touching the 

more important matters of interest, that is, the equitable 

distribution of our landed property and unsettled money in­

terests with the government of the United States , the agree­

mentis fair upon the . theory that in the partition of the 

lands each citizen of the Creek Nation shall receive an equal 

share in value. 

"The method pursued by the government of the United 

States in the distribution of its own lands to its citizens 

would have been entiEely satisfactory. That method has been 

to permit ita citizens to select homes for allotment or home­

stead upon the public lands at the same price without regard 

to any classification of valuation, based upon its productive 

capacity or location. This method has rendered the securing 

ot homes on the public lands of United States easy and feas­

ible, and bas resulted in t he rapid and immense development 

of the country, and if 1 t bad been made applicable to the 

/_.,; 



iDdiTidualizing of our lands the same would have been satis­

tactor,y. 

1 There are some errors of date as to the time of 

elosing the rolls of Creek citizens. Provision is made for the 

enrollment of certain full blood Creek Indians residing in 

the Creek Nation who have recently removed from the state of 

!exas and also for the enrolling of certain recognized Creek 

citizens found upon the Creek rolls who , by reason of non­

residence at the time of the passage of the Curtis act were 

not permitted to enroll, who should in good faith , return to 

the Creek Nation before the commission had completed the rolls 

of citizenship." Also the agreement provides that no person 

shall be enrolled after the ratification of t r is agreement . 

It will be seen that while provision is made to enroll these 

classes of people, that at the moment the commission becomes 

authorized by law to do so it closes the roll, rendering it 

impossible to place these classes of people upon the rolls. 

!his certainly will be remedied in a supplemental agreement, 

aa it would be unreasonable to ssume that congress provided 

a -.r to do a thing and at the same time rened~red its 

accomplishment impossible. 

TO MAKE THE ROLLS CORRECT 

•I understand that the commission is making a roll 

ot theae p~ople so as to be able to present the names of the 

I 



persons wronged by this error of date in the agreement . Again, 

the infants born up to the date of the ratification of the 

agreement, being citizens from the time of their birt~ could 

not rightfully be denied the right to receive their distributive 

share eq J&1 with other citizens. The agreement provides for 

their enrollment only up to July 1, 1900, which sho,lid have 

been up to the date of the ratification of the agreement. 

This will undoubtedly be remedied, as 1 t is so manifestly 

unjust. The commission will also make a roll of this class 

ot persons and reserve lands formthem until this error is 

corrected. There are also other defects of less consequence 

which can also be remedied by supplemental agreement. 

1 It was the desire of the council that some limited 

measure of government should be restored to our co~rts. Your 

delegation presented t his matter with all the argument that 

could be put forward, but without result. The government in 

all its branches postively refused to re-establish that portion 

ot goTernment which was withdr wn from us by certain acts of 

congress. It would be difficult, if not impossible to suc­

cessfully operate the Creek government now, inasmuch as the 

conditions have so rapidly changed of late by the peopling 

ot our country with a foreign element; and the remnant of a 

goTernment now accorded to us can be expected to be maintained 

Onl7 until all settlements of o~ landed and other interests 



growing out of trea t y stipulat ions wi t h the government of t he 

united States shall have been settled. 

I NDIANS AS CITIZENS 

•congress at its recent sitting passed an act declar­

ing all Indians in t he Indian Ter ritor.y citizens of the United 

States. Therefore, we are now amenable to its laws and clothed 

with all t he rights of other citizens of the United Slates . 

Such rights as shall be mai nt ained under the provisions of the 

agreement can only be i nsofar as they do not conflict with the 

general laws of t he Uni t ed St ates affecting other citizens in 

the Indian Territory. It will be seen from t his that the 

restitution of the tribal government is now rendered a matter 

of impossibility. 

11 In t e t r ee? ty of 1866 provision is made that congress 

and the president of t he United States may when deemed necessary, 

legislate for the better pro t ection, of person and property in 

the Indian Territory, and pr esume the reason why we are now de­

clared citizens of the United States i s that it i s deemed 

necessary for the better prot ection of our persons and property. 

'After a careful analysis of the pr ovis ions t ouching 

other matters and things wi t h which t his agreement deals, and 

in Tiew of all the condi t i ons with whi ch we are confronted and 

abarraaaed.. I am convinced that it has become our duty, bot h 



to ourselTes and to our pos t er ity, to ratify the agreement , 

eTen though we have thus far f ailed to secure all the changes 

that seemed to us desirabl e, trusting that whatever defects 

it now contains, or may her eafter develop will be remedied by 

supplemental agreement. We are assured by the government 

authorities with whom we have thus far conferred that upon 

the adoption of t hi s agreement, which is an acceptance of 

this govPrnment 1 s poli cy toward our people , that if there 

appears to be any l ack of justice or equity in the carrying 

out of this agreement , t he purpose of congress being to do 

full justice to our people, it will afford such remedies as 

are found to be necessaF,Y. 0 



TEE CHEROKE ,, ADVOC TE 

Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation , I . T. 
Saturday, May 18 , 1901 
Vol. 25 No 19 
Wm . T. Leeser Editor 

MESS GE OF PBEASANT PORTER 

Chief Por ter ,. of t he Creeks , reconnnends· in his 
message to t he Cre ek Council now in extra session to 
ratify the agreement .made by the late Creek delegati on 
and amended by congress . He says : 

"I am informed by the Dawes Commi ssion that 

11,494 of our citizens have selected allotments and 

received certificates therefor , and t hat t he remainder , 

something like three thousand persons , had been enrolled , 

and that certificates of allotment would soon be issued 

to them, leavi ng only a few hundred persons wh o had not 

been enrolled, and up to no w had not consented t o t ake 

allotment, but steps are being t aken to enroll them dur­

ing the present sitting of Council , and prior to the 

adoption of t he agreement . A large ma jority of the . 

members of your respective houses have enrolled and 

have taken allotments, and I feel assured , inasmuch as 

a large majority of t he memb ers of Council , together with 

nineteen-twentieths of the Creek people have now ac cepted 



the policy of al lotmen t , believing that the Council 

will ratify t he agreement , thus enabling t hem to ge t 

complete title and full possession of t he al lotments t 

they hav~ s el ected . lhen our citizens made t heir selec ­

tions of allotment s they did so under t he provisi on of 

the Curtis Act, which gave them the right to the sur ­

face only, wi t hout any right to t ake anything from 

their allotment s f or sale, such a s coal , timber , stone , 

etc., believing that as soon as a treaty could be 

arranged and agreed upon t hat they would get a perfect 

title to and full control over them . This is evidenced 

from the f a ct that they took oath t hat the had made 

their selection of allotments for t heir final home , and 

as a part of t heir distributive share of the lands of 

the Creek Nati on . 

I have espe ciall y called ttention to these feat ­

ures of the agr e emen t, first t e errors , so t ha t reme ­

dies may be provided and t hen to the more i mportant gains 

tha t we have made i n this agr eement in freeing ou landed 

property from t he great dangers that have thus far 

threatened us i n a ny a ttempt that has been made to 

change the title to our lands from tftle in common, granted 

to us as a ~ation , to that of individual title . 

Aft er a careful analysis of the provisions , 



touching other matters and t hings wi t h whi ch this agree ­

ment deals, and in vi ew of al l t he conditions with which 

we · are confronted and embarassed , I am convinced that 

it has become our dut y , both to ourselves and to our 

posterity, to r at i f y t he agreement , even though we have 

thus far f a iled to s ecure all the changes that seemed 

to us des i r able, trusting t hat hat ever defects ·which 

it now ·contains, or may hereaf t er develop , will be reme ­

died by suppl emental agr eemen t . 1./e are assured by the 

government authorities with whom we have thus far con­

ferred t hat upon t he adoption of this agreement , which 

is an accep t ance of t h e gover nment 's policy towards 

our people, t hat if t here appears to be any lack of 

justice or e qui t y i n the carrying out of this agree ­

ment, the .purpos e of Congres s being to do ful l justice 

to our people, i t wi l l afford such remedies as are 

found to be necessar y . 

The adop t i on o f t he agr eement provides a rule 

whereby the National est ate i s to be divided among 

our individual citi zens . fai lure to adop t i t leaves 

our people open to t he possib i l ity of never ac ui ring 

titles to t heir l ands and r ender i ng them s ub ject t o 

the threatened dangers of r ailr oad land gr ant s and min-

ing lease per its. 

I') 0 



It will be seen from this that the only object t hat 

has delayed t he greement , so far as the Creek people 

are concerned, was in order t hat the distribution of 

their lands and settlemen t of their affairs with the 

United States be made upon e ui t able pri nciples , and as 

the agreement which is now presented to us , in t he 

light of t he as sur anc e that its errors wil l be remedied , 

there stands no reason in the way of its ratification . 

;·ach and every provision of the agreement should 

be dispassiona t ely considered in the light of the ·present 

conditions and the uncertainties with which e are 

surrounded , allowing no personal interest or wrong to 

influence yo ur judgement , thinking only of t he interes t 

of the people as a hole , inasmuch as t he interest of all 

the people unitedly shoul be regarded paramount to any 

personal i nteres t s , and I am sure you will cast your 

vote rightly , and t hat such supplemental agree ent will 

be framed a s wi ll forever settle justly the distribution 

ot our l ands and place our people upon grounds , wi t h . 

respect ·to their property and status , equal to the demands 

ot citizenship of t he United States with which e are 

no clothed. 



THE INDIAN CITIZEN 

Ajjoka, I. T. 
Thursday, Oct . 10, 1901 
Vol. 16 No . 25 
B. s . Smiser ) roprietors 
Norma E . Smiser ) 
lJORMA E . SMI SE 

Editor and hanager . 

MESSAGE OF CHI EF PO TER TO COUNCIL OF CREID( JATION 

Ardmore , I . T. 

Oct . 5 

~he Creek agreement was ratified b congress 

and approved by the president in March , 1 901 • . f ter a 

full discussion of the terms of agreement said agr ee ­

ment was r atified on May 25 , 1901 , with the exception 

of section 36 , vhich provided t ha t s emi nole cit ' zens 

who had heretofore se t tled and made homes on lands 

belonging to t he Creek na t ion might t ake for t hemselves 

and families allotments of 160 acres each . 

This section was re j ec ted , and now Creek citi ­

zens residing in t he Seminole nat ion wi l l have to t ake 

their allotmen ts i n t he Creek nati on , and Seminole citi -

zens residing in the reek nation will have to take 

their allotments in t he s eminole nation . fter t he 

I ? ;}) 



ratification of the agreement , council passed -·n act 

creating a comrni ·ssion , which commission as empowered 

to enter into a supplemental treaty with the Da es com­

mission looking into the correction of errors in the 

agreement ·above referred to , as wel l a s to make suc h 

amendments as might seem necessary to carry out hcr-aon­

iously its provisions . 

Grea t di fficulty has been exr~er ienced by s om.e 

of our people in the ma tter of maki ng t heir selections 

for allotments so as to embr a ce their homes , or such 

lands as they wish ed to select , on a ccount of not 

understandi ng the surveyor's marks , thus subject i nG 

them to errors i n filing , and in many instances they 

have selected l ands miles away from the l ands which 

they expected to select . )' herever it has been pos ­

sible the Dawes commi ssion has made c orr ections of 

such selections, but in instances , on a ccount of work­

ing hardships on other citizens , such corrections 

have be en rendered i mpracticable . 

Up to t he present time ab out 12 , 000 of our 

citizens have enrolled and t aken their allotment s em­

bracing about 1,700 , 000 acres of l and . 

Some of our citizens have been reluct ant in 

the matter of t akino t ~ ir allotments , whic~has been 

)/) 



another source of di ff i cul.ty , a s persons from a 

distance, by looki ng upon the map , f i nding that 

certain quarter s ect ions were vacant , s el ected t hem , 

thus filing upon l ands embracing t he homes of this 

class of peopl e , and when they af t er wards appeared 

before the Dawes commi s si on t o make their selections 

C?f allotment~ t hey f ound. the i r homes filed upon , and 

the only method open t o them t o secure their homes is 

to enter a contes t agai ns t such persons fi ling upon 

their homes. This subjec t s both parties to t he 

contest to expenses and delays t he matt er of complet ­

ing t he wor k of allotment . 
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mE SOUTH McALESTER CAPIT 

South McAlester, I . T. 
Vol. 9 No . 44 
Thursday, September 18, 1902 
U. s. Russell, Editor 

EDITORIAL ON MEETING CALLED BY PlEAS T PORTER 

Pleasant Porter, Chief of the Creeks , has 

called a meeting of the chiefs and governors of 

the five civilized tribes to be held at South 

McAlester, September 26, for the purpose of 

formulating a general plan for bringing the 

Indian Territory into sta tehood at the expira­

tion of tribal government , which comes in 1906 . 

Some tire ago Porter published a signed 

statement of his position on the matter and it 

is understood that t he ch i ef of the Cherokees 

and the governor of the Chaeta s are ~nth him on 

t he proposition. The Indians are a gainst the 

IDdian Territory going into statehood with 

Oklahoma and are trying to form a line of action, 

and back it up with united forces at the next session 

or congress. 

Chief Porter has announced that both Governor 

I ~ 



BUffington of the Cherokee Nation and Governor 

Green McCurtain of the Choctaw Nation have signi­

fied their intent ion to be be present and 

participate. Governor Moseley of the Chickasaw 

Nation has not been heard from, but his presence 

is assured . 

The meeting w.ill be one of t he most . 
remarkable ever held on Indian soil . Five . . 

Indian governors formulating a plan to dissolve 

their governments and adopt the gov ernment of 

the White man --the .inevitable result of 

development and settlement of Indian Territory . 

lr.:: 
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THE CLARID.'' R ~:·EsS l..GE 

Claremore, I nd. Ter . 
June 5 , 1903 
Vol. 9 . ..ro. 1 2 
H. Jennin s, ~dito r 

LETTER OF FUS FI XI CO 

,,. el l , so o t gun he say he 

didn't ha d no gr e ens t o eu t excep t 

The fros t wa s left o t n ing in his 

crab gr ass nnd h is one-horse plow 

chain ha r ness . But otgun he s y 

wasn't a cyclone. 

ake up and 

poke l e ves . 

so f k r pat ch but 

dnd a se t of 

he was gl ad it 

i e 1, so I like t o now t ha t k ind a man 

Secretar y It' s cocked i s anyho • e as change d 

his mind every t ime bef ore he go t it made un 

good. 1 e he do a y t hing he a c ts like was so r ry 

and t ake it ba ck af ter i t ' s t oo l ate in t he d y . 

So he wa s ha d Tom Ryan change the mes sage he wa s 

sent to 'rams Bi g Pi e and say , tr ell , so I don 't 

want no monke y busi ness rrhen I ge t off t he tra in 

i n :uskogee. I do n ' t wan t t o he r no bra~s b nd 

playing Dixie or bi g ta l k about s t atehood and 

thi ngs like tha t. s o you nust s t ay i n our office 



and work same as be ver instead h ng i ng up fla gs 

and running do n t o depot to s ee if it's train 

time; so when I come there sure enou h the people 

on't thin . _,ingling Brothers ~as in town to give 

a show. " 

hen I ' s told Potgun about it he sa y , 

" ell, so I didn ' t see ho Secretar y It ' s Co cked 

catch on to any t hing do n here if he don't get 

out ith the boys and h d a 0 00d time a d get 

acquainted." 

.ell , so I t hink Dennis Flynn wa s sm rter 

man than ob I t 0 ing , ' c use he made stride 

sometime and s how he a n ' t stoo d s till and study 

about the same th ng all the time . Dennis Flynn 

was change his mi nd for one sta tehood but Rob It 

Owing ~ s ant t o st tehood like he s y ten years 

ago and was make t hi nk abou t a poker .l a yer th t 

was stood pa t on t o deuces and nothin to ni gger 

With . 

Fo t gun he don 't care nuc 

like in olden times when he could 

for po litics 

et on the jury 

and draw ~ 1.50 a day f or three eeks , or ma ybe so 

be lightr orse captain and have lots a prisoners to 

hoe in his sofky uatch for nothing a nd ge t id 



feeding them on a pusky and sour bread . --
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THE IriDIAN JOURNAL 

Eufaula, Ind. Ter . 
Friday, June 12, 19 3 
27th Year, No. 24 
Alex Posey, Editor 

LET OF ICO 

~11 , so 11 the ire- s tretchers for single 

st a~ ehood was leaped on the fe ce but one politici~n 

up to Wagoner ho as sign h is name See · C stle . 

He was c lled b i g conventio over to S \~ee if 

he could get ·p oro d . He -. s the only one th t 

was till on de ck and don ' t . want to give up the 

ship and s i ut al i ve . 

Hotgun he say , nwell , aybe so it 1 s tal<:e 

lots a grit to doth t but it don ' t t l e no philosophy 

hardly." 

Tookpafka licco he say , " ell , so I vas had lots 

a doubts ebout that statehood ' sto p ' darrce over to 

Shawnee , 'cause Henry Fur -.i n dovvn to Ardmor e w s 

wrote , a letter i n the ne sp pers d s y , " ell, so 

I don't think it s time to l! '"e t e ool f l y yet . 

Maybe so t he people v sn ' t with us nd e couldn 't o 



to conc ress from Jefferson.' So I don ' t t h i nk 

them single st ... t e rs t s e::et r long r;ell over to 

Shawnee and maybe so w s bust up in ro li 1 e 

the people in ol den times th t s t ried to uild 

a tower too i gh up . n 

Hot gun he say , " Lrell , so I see here Henr 

Fur Man VJas a fine pol itician , like Cl renee Dug 

Las t up to viuskogee ho as se to run 

agin Plenty Soap and .~llet for tm1n ing a carpet-

bagger." 

Then Tookp fka :r~ icco he s , " .,. ell , so its 

look like this r y -- fuen t l e cycl one .as s itched 

1 t s tail and de bre '"" for ou it s t i i e to jum 

do n in the cel l r and get religion . So hen every-

body was solid agi n h itching p tith l~hora · the 

politicians t h i nk it s time to get on the fe nce nd 

see wha t side h d t he most votes on it . " 

Then Hotgun he s , ... 11 , .1 e , so I t hink See Cast 

was better chr ged h is name to Se e ence . 

ell , s o t he i g 1 - ers v(,..4S l.l. d .. po '{0 do n 

to South Town and cde i spe ches like on ourth 

or July. Cliff 3 ck ' s Son I as rapped on t he t bl e 

and say , " ell, so the eeting m st COl e to order 



and behave itself li h ile I a s ade a talk . " 'l'1l en 

he was BOt up and loo ~ed a l l ' round like o 1 i n 

the daytLne and say , "f:el l , so I V!as astraddle a 

the fence, too; cause e as h d b · . f i t;ht on 

hand about statehood . I f e don ' t in out for 

single statehood m ybe so ~ e win out for se r a te 

statehood. But I do n ' t care h ich "'Y e in out 

so we \ in out.'' , en he as ripped Secret r It ' s 

Cocked up the backbone or butti g i n do n here . 

When Cliff Jack ' s Son s t e his s e t J udge SteVI 

It "as j umped up and s "'·el l s o I 
' ' 

s m de a 

motion to send Cliff J ck ' s Son speech to congress . " 

Hotglm he s y t e h ite pe opl e in I n jin 

Territory vas need s o e bod tole d them like Chief 

Make Cert;ain \as leading th e Injins , a nd be so 

we get statehood like we ant it. 

Then Tookpafka · i cco he s , " 'ell , s o ho 

they get a leader 11en all t he big uns ·- s on t e 

fence and ' fraid a they shedder." 

And Hot gun he say , w.lell , so t h t ' s w t ' s 

the matter , and ybe so e s 11 fool · lo1g till 

e had to t ke what congress g ive us . " 
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!HI CHEROKEE ADVOCATE 

!ahlequah, Chero~ee Nation, I. T. 
Saturday July 11, 1903 
Vol. 27, No. 25 
G. 0. !utler, Editor 

LETTER OF PLEASANT PORTER TO PRESS 

In order t hat his position in t he Clarence Douglas 

remoTal matter may be t horoughly understood, Chief Porter , of 

the Creek nation, has given out t he following. 

"To the Press : In the matter of the dispensing of 

the services of c. B. Douglas as head of the land sale depart-

ment in the Indian agent ' s office, so much has been said by 

the newspapers of t he country, that much misunders t anding pre-

vails. 

There can be no doubt that t he Secretary of the 

Interior has antho i ty to remove or dismiss any subor dinate 

1n hia department. The impression has gone out that I have 

ia .r official capaci ty protested against the secretary's 

action in this mat ter. This is not true. Having a very 

high person at regard for · Mr . Douglas , I f elt t the should 

haTe had a hearing. My t elegrams t o Mr . Murphy, t he nat i onal 

attorne7, were for t he sole purpose of keeping he nation or 

&QT ot ita representatives f r om taking any art i n t he ma t t er 

ot the diamiseal of Mr. Dougl as , per sonally knowing no cause 



against. 

'fhatever Mr. Murphy may have done in this matter , I 

understand, grew out of inquiries made of him by the secretary, 

and I am informed by the secretary that he took action upon his 

own responsibility. 

Again, the impression prevails that it is probable 

that llr. Murphy mq be dismissed as national attorney. This is 

erroneous because the matter has not been considered in that 

light. And I wish to say that he has rendered good service to 

the Creek nation and I trust full reliance will be placed in 

him by the Creek people. If the government chooses to engage 

in an investigation, I trust it is thorough, and if wrong is 

being done, that it will be brought to the doors of the wrong 

doera, I thought it best to make this statement . 

Very Truly, 

P. PORTER 

Principal Chief . 



THE C ROKE~ VJC~TE 

Tahlequah , Cherokee Nat ion 
Saturday , July 11 , 1903 
Volume 27 , ,.o . 25 
G. 0 . Butler, Editor 

To the Press: 

In t e matter of the dispensing of t he services 

of c. B. Dougl as as head of t he land sale department in 

t he Indian agent' s office , so much has been said by the 

newspapers of the country , that much misunderstanding 

prevails . 

There can be no do bt t t the Secretary of the 

Int erior has authorit to remove or di i ss an subordi-

nate in h s depar tment . The impression has gone out that 

I have in my offic ial capacit protested against t he Sec-

retary ' s action in this matter . Thi s is not true . v-

ing a very hi gh personal regard for kr . Douglas , I felt 

that he should ave had a hearing . ~ telegr ams to ·~ . 

~hy, the nat ional attorney , 1ere for the sole purpose 

of keeping t he nat ion or any of its represent atives from 

'taking any part in t 1e matter of t he dismissal of ~:r . 

Douelaa , personally knowi ng no cause a ai nst . 



Tihatever .1r . ~ .urph may have done in t his mat t er , 

I understand, re\ out of i n ui ries made of i m by the 

secretary, and I an i nforued b.J t_le secretar y that he 

took action upon hi s O\m r esponsibi i t • 

_..gain , t he i m::; ession ·evails that it is proba-

ble that .~r . :: ... h- ~-a· be li sni ssed s national at ,or ne· ·. 

This i ~ erroneous because t he matter has not been con-

aidered in t hat lig t . .And I .. ish to sa'· that he has 

rendered good service to the Creek nation and I trust full 

reliance ill be placed in him b: t he C ree~ people . If 

the government c oo ~es to enga e i n an inves t igation , I 

trust it is t horo gh , and if rrrong is being done , that it 

will be brought t o t he doors of the wron doers , I thought 

it best to make this statement . 

Very Trul , 

P , ORrER, 

Principal Chief. 
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SOUTH MoALESTEB .CAPITAL 

Sou til McAlester, I. T. 
Tll1:rrs4ay, May 5 , 1904 
ol. ll, No. 24r 

U s. Russell., Ed1 tor 

LETTER OF FUS FIXICO 

"Well, 59," Hot gun he say • "It was t 1 e to go 

baretooted and quote poetry and spe.r4 ome idow 

good f ily his tory on the 

Loyal Creek roll , 'cause eveey evening after sun down 

~ tro191 was giTe a concert. like the l uskoge,e 

~han''s Ban4, and the old plow filly w s i cking 

up on the green grass and scattering lots dead 

ar 88 here she wallows." 

(Tookpa f ka ~ ceo and olf arrior nd Kono 

HarJo they tJ as grtnt and look ay orr toward creek 

like they want to. go :f'ish ing.) 

Then Hotgun he smoke slow a.ad look t red ants 

the ground. go on and say, "Well, so I don't know 

l the newspapers as had to fill-up on, 'cause 

Q Snake as ade assignm nt and gone out ot 

1neaa &D4 retired to oab1n t o fix ,•p the fen ce 



UJl4 his sofky a toh and olean out his old spring 

start over a -a1n . " 

" ell ' so , " Tookpafka ~ceo he say
1 

"the ne s-

napera could find lots a stuff to fill p on l1'k ,_ , e 

the re 1oval the res ~riot1o s so the ni g ers could 

squander they 1 nd ra.r a blue s it of clothes and 

rubber-tired buggy d e r oom for progress, hile 

the Injun he look on and lc rn a g od obj ect lesson. " 

Then olt .arrior e j oin in nd s ay , " e l l, so 

'h newspapers as h d lots other ne s 'sides that to 

till up on, like hen hic t Porter o to t . ouis 

g t married and Secretary Its Cocked as approved the 

matrimony; or aybe so, wh n usko ee ~ had t he state 

p1tol and all t be railroads nd street car 11 es 

and all the senators and congress en and m ber a 

th 11g1slature and judges and road overseers and 

oroners, notary publics and t 1ngs like that . " 

Hotgun he look at t he red ants and smoke a long 

1me and say, " ell, so all th at kind ot t 1ng . looked 

8004 in print . but it a not a de spicy r eading like 

b news from Hickory Gr und where the nakes was 

1DS and thro 1ns tomahawks a t the pale faoe 

1 ner for pr~oti " • 



"But," Rotgun h e go on. and say 1 "like I 

to say, Crazy Snake he s called his people 

and e.ke a motion to give it np . 

"He says,' ~well • so I "a · ant to advise you 

th 7 was no hope-- and no provisions neither . So .e 

tar g1Te up and be reconc11 d, l i k e the Chinese •. 

e United States ~~ s break tre ty nd break treaty.,. 

the white man he has oo e fron \..rk ns s and 

oae trom Arkens.as . nd st y and rite ck to kinfolks 

aDd s~ this was the garden s ot the earth and yo 

ter come out here before it'·s all ne .. So thut 

the country v s settled up ... d settled p and 

7 was no gru e left but s amp rabbits. : e couldn't 

h any t1shfry and stomp. d ce 11 e in old n time . 

white man ~ e as made to nd e town an 

14 railroad and appoint feder 1 j d .e t o o y i.t 

all right a.nd e couldn '' t el:p it . 0 if 

bad a council to talk it over , the marshal d 

iers as arrest s for t in to kill the presi ent 

put us in jail to ca tch cono ption d be so 

1 So I was nd see 

t beoome ot ~s anyho •" 

( Tookpaf.ra 1 ~ .oo nd JO lt' rrior and Kono Harjo 



'he}' was look mighty sorry.} 

"Well, so , " Hot gun he o on nd say,. "Th t as 

JU4 me think about the old CrJ iet th t s ~ rant o 

41 long. time s.go, bee use he kne too m ch. The 

old ohiet he think he le rn everythi ng and aybe so 

he better lay ·down and. die. o he oalled h is 

warriors around his bu:ffalo h ide nd made 'em long 

\al.k about how to run the gov .r ent hen he die. 

Then h cal led for his pi e so he could die in peace 

and was ask a li t tle oy to get hi coal or fire. 

Dle little boy he go to th :fire nd bring the ooal 

on aome ashes in his hand instead of ·a chi ) or maybe 

aome bark. The old chief he s ateh im do 1 t and 

JlDped up nnd say, ' Well~ so I · as a dmnn :fool and 

waa had lots or sense to 'learn, maybe s.o from 1 1 t .tle 

bo7•'" 
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WEEKLY FRA~lJ ISC-4.N 

Franois, Ind. Ter., 
Friday, October 14, 1904 
Vol. 1 No. 18 
BY joe. F. White. 

LAST CREEK COT.TKCIL 

Muskogee . 

The last annual session of the Creek Indian nation o ened 

at Okmulgee last Thursday. Most of the time was taken up with the 

reading of the message of General Pleasant orter, principal chief 

of the nation, in which the veteran leader outlined the measures that , 

in his opinion, should be passed by the counci l before the end of 

the session of thirty days hence. 

Referring to the Indian appropriation bill providing for 

the removal of restriction upon the alienation of the al lotments 

of freedmen, or citizens not of Indian blood , Chief rter declared 

the law has had a bad ~ffect on the non-English speaking people of 

the nation in that it has created the impression among them that the 

must sell ~heir lands. 

Chief Porter disapproves of the construction of the agreement 

a a interpreted by J"udge Raymond in the 3oah i aster case, hich com-



• 

pels parents to give bonds for the legal management of the 

allotments of the minor children·. ~lany of the people , he says , 

are unable to make report as required, of the manner in which 

they have handled the allotments of their minor children, and uill 

have to secure the services of an attorney to do this for them. 

This will put them to mush expense. The allotments of orphans and 

incompetents, he declares are in much more deplorable condition, 

as no person except a citizen can be made their guardian. onse-

quently a large per cent of them are receiving no benefit wl~tever 

trom their allotments. 

The message declares against the promiscuous leasing of 

Indian lands, and wspecially homes t eads. "I believe it would oo 

better," it says "to secure t he passa e of a law by congress pr ohibit­

ing the leasing of the homesteads for the same period of time that 

sale is prohibited. Then all citizens will have at least a home 

tor that length of time, and by that time sufficient progress will 

have been made by them to understand its value and through its proper 

use obtain a livelihood." 

In pursuance of a previous announcement Chief Porter expresses 

hia opposition in his message to the sale of the residue lands, 

deolaring that such action will be a direct violation of the agreement. 

He believes that each allottee should be given enough of t he resi-

due lands to equalize his allotments to the value of 10,040. 

Only brief mention is made in the message of annulling the 



contract with the Creek nat ional att orney , A. P. W.urphy, which 

resulted in an investigation and the filing of t wo damage suits . 

Several minor r ecommendations are made in the message . One 

is the re-accounting of the expenditure of the Creek monies by the 

department for purposes unauthorized by law will be made wi th the 

department so as to seeure an appropriation by congress to cover 

it. It is also recommended that an appropriation of 75 ,000 be made 

by the council to pay the outstanding i ndebtedness of the nation. 
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MARIETTA .. · or~ITOR 

arietta , Ind . Ter., 
January 13 , 1905 
Vol . 10 No . 7 
Willis Choat e , Prop . 

· S ITE1f OF PL.,., S 'TT RTER 

Husko gee : 

Pleasant or t er , pr i ncipal chi ef of the Creek 

nation , will go to 7a shi ngton t h i s ~ eek t o work f or 

the appr ova l of t wo uns i ened bills h ich a re i m ortant 

to t he Cr eek pe ople . One is a measure crea ting a 

commissi on of s i x membe r s to wind up tribal affai s , 

and t he othe r r ovides for an appropria tion of ·. 5 , 000 

to prosecute e r sons who are al l eged to b e fr audently 

enrolled f or al l otment . 
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THE SOUTH McALESTER CP~ITAL 

South McAlester, I . T . 
Thursday, ~uly 20, 1905 
Vol. 12 No. 35 
U. S. Ruesell, ditor 

CONVENTION OF THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES 

Muskogee , ~uly 15 

Coming as an aftermath of the single state­

hood convention just held at Oklahoma City , an 

important conference will be held by the chiefs of 

the five nations at t he office of Chief P . Porter , 

of the Creek Nation on Tuesday next when separate 

statehood for Indian Territor y will be discused . 

The principal prominent Indians of the 

Creek Nation met with General Porter Friday and had 

a preliminary pow- wow over the matter . 

At 10 o'clock the Creeks met, in the com-

mercial club rooms and organized chairman , A. • 

McKellop, clerk and G. w. Grayson , interpreter . It 

was moved that a roll of the members of the confer­

ence be made showing the towns which they represent . 

The foll owing roll was then made and those present 

at today's meeting were: Moty Tiger , 2nd chief , 
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THE HARTSHORNE SUN 

Hartshorne, Indian Terri tory . 
Thursday, October 12 , 1905 
Vol. 11 o. 34 
T. W. Hunter, Editor 

EDITORIAL ON MESS.AGE OF P ASANT PORTER . 

Olanulgee : 

The Creek na tional council convened in its last 

annual session here last week . The f eature of the opening 

meeting was the reading of the annual and last message of 

Chief Pleasant Porter . 

The message covered practically every po int of 

interes t whi ch will be p before the council before the 

dissolution of the t r ibal government . 

In his messa e Chi ef Por ter quotes f rom his last 

message matter s of interest to the t r i be , and calls a ention 

to the fact tha t the meeting is the f inal one . He says that 

a resolution adopted by that body at its l ast ses s ion has 

had the effect of materially incr easin the number entitled 

to enrollment. He says that he is info rmed b t he Dawes 

commission that applications for t he enrollment of 2 , 400 

children have been made , and that up to the present time 



337 children and 153 fre edmen children have been enrolled , and 

the commission gives it as its opinion that of the 2 400 2 000 
' ' ' 

will receive fa vorable a ction . en the work of enrollment 

is finally closed there wi l l be 17 , 368 cit i zens receiving 

allotments, a s agains t 15 , 388 , when the rolls ere closed i n 

September, 1904 . 

The number of deeds executed and passed through the 

office of the chief is 30 ,838 . There bein t.o deeds for 

each citizen, it fixes the number of citizens at 15 ,419 , and 

of this number of deeds there have been canceled and r turned 

f or various reasons about 3 , 000 . The n ber of deeds delivered 

to allo t t ees is 23 , 070 . Thi s would show that there have been 

11,536 ci t izens of the Creek nation to whom deeds have been 

delivered , as agains t 18 , 062 at this time a year a o . There 

are now on hand for del i very deeds fo r about 4 , 000 citizens , 

as against 5 ,000 at t hi s time a year ago . 

The reser vations set aside f or townsi tes have all 

been surveyed , appraise~ , s chedul ed and approved by the 

secretary of the int erior . 

The r esidue of lands when the ro l l s cl osed in 

September, 1904, was supposed to be about a hal f mi l lion 

acres, but t he new act permitting children bo r n aft er ay 

25, 1901, to be enro lled wi l l, f r om the best o i nformation 

obtainable, l eave the s urplus lands at about 200, 000 acres . 



Chief Porter advocates an appropriation for the 

purpose of completing a list of all minors whose allo tments 

are bringing them no incomes , and in many cases .are occupied 

by aliens, who have no authority and who pay no tribute . 

" In speaking o f the school matters , " e says , nr 

omitted to call attent ion to the Nuyaka school, operated by 

the Presbyterian Board of Home Missions . I would urge that 

you provide for its continuance for the same length of time 

that our na t ional schools are to be carried on . This school , 

perhaps , has been more val~able to our non-English speaking 

Creeks or ful l bloods t han any other s chool in the Creek 

nation , and it woul d be a great misfortune to dis continue 
\ 

it a t the present time . " 

He recommends that provi sion be made for the s ale 

of the nation t s school property to t he government , or in 

event of s t atehood to the state, and asks that consi deration 

be given t he continuance of the s chools until schools are 

provided by t he state . . 

I • 
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THE WILBURTON GAZETTE 

Wilburton, Indian Ter ri tory 
lriday, Oct. 13, 1905 
Vol. 7 No. 10 
D. L. Wood , Edito r 

EDI 'IDRIAL ON MESSAGE OF PLEAS.A._'N"T PORTER 

Okmulgee : 

The Creek national council convened in its last annual 

session here las t week . The feature of the opening meeting was 

the reading of t he annual and last message of Chief Pleasant 

Porter. 

The message covered practically every point of interes t 

which will be up before the council before the dissolution of 

the tribal government. 

In his mes sage Chief Porter quotes from is last 

message matters of interest to the t r ibe , and cal l s attention 

to the fact t hat t he meeting is the final one . He says that 

a resolution adop t ed by that body a t its last session has had 

the effect of materia l y · creasing the number entitled to 

enrollment. He says that he is i nf ormed by the Dawes com­

mission that applications for t he enr ol lment of 2 ,400 children 

have been. made, and t hat up t o t he pr esent time 33? children 

aDd 155 freedmen children have been enrolled , and t he 



commission gives i t as its opinion that of tle 2 ,400 , 2 , 000 

will receive favo rable action. When the 1or k of enrollment 

is finally clo sed there will be 1?, 368 citizens receiving 

allotments, as against 15 , 388 , when the rolls were clo sed in 

September, 1904. 

The number of deeds executed and passed through 

tbe office of the chief is 30 , 838 . There being t o deeds 

for each ci t i zen, it fixes the number of citizens at 15 , 419 , 

and of this number of dedds there have been canceled and 

returned fo r various reasons about 3 , 000 . The number of 

deeds deliver ed to allottees is 23 , 0?0 . This would show 

that there have been 11 , 536 citizens of the Creek nation to 

whom deeds have been delivered , as against 18 , 062 at this 

t~e a year ago. There are now on hand for delivery deeds 

for about 4,000 citizens , as against 5 , 000 at this ttme 

a year ago. 

The reservations set aside for townsites have all 

been surveyed , appr aised , scheduled and approved by the 

secretary of t he i nterior . 

The r es idue of lands hen the rolls closed in 

September, 1904, was supposed to be about a half million 

acres, but the new a ct permittin children born after y 

8 , 1901, to be enro lled ill, from the best of 1nfor.mation 

obtainable, leave the surpl us lands at about 200 , 000 acres . 



Chief Porter advocates an appropriation for thepurpose 

ot completing a li st of al l mi nors whose allot ments are bri ngi ng 

them no incomes, and in many cases are occupied by aliens , who 

have no author i ty and rho pay no tribute. 

"In speaki ng of the school matters , 11 he says , "I 

omitted to cal l attention to the Nuyaka school , operated by the 

Presbyterian Board of Home .fissi ons . I would urge that you 

provide for it s continuance f or the same lengt h of time that 

our nati onal s chools are to be carried on. This school, 

perhaps, has been more valuable to our non-English speaking 

Creeks or ful l bl oods t han any other sc ool in the Creek nation , 

and it woul d be a great misfortune to discontinue i t at the 

present time. " 

He r ecommends t hat pr ovision be made for the sale of 

the government, or in event of statehood to the state and a sks 

that considerat i on be given the continuance of the schools 

until schools are provided by the state . 

Accordi ng to Chief Porter the affairs of the Creek 

nation wil l not have been completed when tribal r elations are 

dissolved, and he recorr®ends that the usual appropriations be 

made for carrying out and completing these affairs . He 

advises a sum sufficient for two years ' wor k , only such part 

to be used as is needed. 

He believes it would be the proper thing to ask 



congress to enact legislation permitting allottees to rent or 

lease their homesteads f or twenty- one years , running parallel 

with the exemption from sale. Homesteads that have been 

leased for the l egal term of five years , after its termination , 

should be subject to the provisions recommended . 

He suggests t hat the office of principal chief be con­

tinued with government consent after the end of t r ibal 

government until such time as may be nee ssary to fulfill the 

terms of treaty . 



ATOKA NE' rs 

:toka, Indian 'rerri tory 
OYember 2, 1905 

To1. 1 No. 40 
41tor' s name not given 

EXE f -T . • CL. 0 .. S 

Chief Porter ill Have Bill Introduced 
To Relieve axation of Lands 

As Land ot ~nor Cannot Be Sold i ef orter Contends There is 

no ay to Collect T axes -- reati es orbid Alienation of 1linor 

Allotments. 

Oklmulgee: 

Chief l easant ort~r ill .have a bill introduced in the 

Creek council providing that lands of minors in the Creek nation 

cannot be taxed during the period of minority. 

This measure , if passed and approved by the interior 

department , ould exempt more than half of the land in the Creek 

nation. At least a fourth of it is homestead allotments , hich 

cannot be sold for a period of twenty- one years , d the efore , 

cannot be taxed. This would exempt t ree f ourths of the c.reek 

f&l.'tllB lands. 



Chief Porter contends that as m~nor lands cannot be 

10ld until the allottee reaches his majority there is no means 

b7 which the collection of a tax could be enforced. The only 

w::r to enforce the :payment of a ta.x is by selling the land in 

default of :payment. As the treaties and agreements expressly 

forbid the alienation of minor allotments, such a proceeding 

would be impossible without violating the agreements. 

"It is of paramount importance," said Chief Porter, 

•lllat the Creeks secure the :passage of a law that will make 

the allotment of •inor non-taxable. A large proportion of 

the minors under our guardianship system are reali~ing practi­

cally nothing from their allotments. They are in the bands of 

lessees, who have no responsibile guardians to answer to, and 

as a result the minor allottee receives no revenue from his 

land. In many cases neither he nor his guardian can even get 

possession of the allotments. If taxation were i!nposed upon 

these minors, · by the end of their minority the taxes would have 

almost eaten up the value of the land." 

Chief Porter says that the condition of minor allottees 

in the Creek nation is deplo~able. By the present law the parent 

cannot act as legal guardian of the child without giving hand. ~ 

~ of them cannot afford to do this, the e~ild is left without a 

guardian. In such eases greedy lessees hold the land of the minor 

and p~ no rental upon it. 
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GH LEADER 

gh, Indian Territory 
Thursday, December 14, 1905 
Vol. 14, No . 7 

• H. itmore, Publisher 

ED ITO IAL ON PLEAS JT PORTER 

Muskogee : 

Chief Pleasant Porter has addressed an exhaustive letter 

to Senator Beveridge of Indiana on the separate statehood 

question. In which he pleads the case of hi s people with great 

ability besides reviewing the treat~ phases of the mat ter . 

Chief Porter makes t he follqwing points in .his argument : 

When congre ss removed the so 1thern Indians to Indian 

Territory it promised them t hat they should never be made a 

state or a part of a state without thei r consent . 

The Indian tribes have no consent for uni on with 

Oklahoma or with any other territor~ . 

The Chickasaws , Choctaws and Cherokees have voted fo r 

separate statehood. 

To disregard t·he wishes of . the f ive ci vilized tribes 

1n the matter of statehood would be to violate a treaty. 

The government as guardians of the Indians would 

~ \ 



break a tre t y except f or t he i r benefi t . 

Absorption wi t h any s t ate i s agai nst the expressed 

will of the Indian tri bes. 

The suit in the mat t er of the lands in several t y woul d 

be expedited better under separat e statehood . 
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THE WEWOKA DEMOCRAT 

Wewoka, Semino~e County, r. T. 
Jriday, Sept. 6, 1907 
Vol. 1 No. 52 
B. R. Lively, Editor 

DEATH OF PLEASANT PORTER 

Vinita: 

GeneraL Pleasaat Porter, the noted chief of 

the Creek Indian nation. d ied here ruesday morning , 

tollowing a stroke of paralysis , aged 67 year s . Second 

Chief' Moty Tiger will succeed Genera~ Porter as chief 

ot the nation. 

Jftlakogee: 

Pl.easant POrter~ chief of' t.he Cr eeks , who died 

Tuesday mo~ning at Vinita, l ef t h i s home i n Muskogee 

tor Crocker~ Mo., where he was a defendant i n a damage 

suit tor $30,000 brought by A. p MUrphy , f ormer member 

ot Congress from the sixteenth district, becaus e he 

dismissed MUrphy who had a contract as national counsel 

tor the Creeks. 

He was stricken an the train and t aken off at 



Vinita. A si>ecial · train run from Muskogee to Wealak.a , 

the country home of the dead chief·, where the chief 

was interred beside members or his family who have 

sone before. The funeral was under the direction of 

the Masons and Elks~ Chie:r Porter being a member of 

both orders. 

Chief' Porter was remarkable man . He was born 

aDd reared in ·the Creek nation near Coweta . During 

the civil war he espoused the cause of the Confederacy , 

enlisted as a · private and rose to the rank of general . 

When the war was over he returned to his home . 

Jll was deso~ation. Everything had been devastated 

in his absence. He commenced all over again. He 

tenaed and im.J>roved his present farm at Wealaka and 

commenced to till the land. He stood for progress in 

his nation always and it was due almost entirely to 

h~ that the Creek school system was est ablished. He 

waa elected a member of the House of Kings as soon. as 

he was old enough to become a member. In 1889 he was 

elected principal chie:r and re-elected in 1903. 

Ch1er Porter was a well known figure in 

Washington. An intimate friend of President. McKinl_ey , 

admire4 by President Rooseve~t and referred to on the 

tloor of the senate as the "greatest living Indian," 

) 



by members in debate - "'the :peer of any man herett 

he acquired national acquaintance and influence. 

As ~hief of the Creeks he dre $2,000 a year 

aalarT, and spent more than that amount on the needy 

t his people. In late years he b came wealthy. A 

week ago in discussing his financ 1al affairs he said 

that he be~ieved his estate would be orth $loo.ooo 
clear or all settlements. This estate will go to his 

three children, Will Porter, Mrs . ~ay P. Farnsworth 

and M1ss Leonore Porter. 

Chief Porter was a nephe of ex-Governor 

KaOUrtain, the war governor of Pennsylvania. His 

mother was a daughter of Chief Olanulgee . His wife 

was a daughter of ~udge Keys of st . Louis . 

MOty Tiger, a full blood Creek Indian , as 

elected second chier of the Creeks at the time Porter 

was elected chief. He succeeds to the off'ice of 

principal chief • . He assumed charge of the executive 

ottice TUesday and immediately closed i t until the 

tuneral ceremonies were over. He is a man of con-

iderable force of character but lacks the culture of 

the dead chie:t. 

While General Porter educ ated himsel~ , he was 

one ot the most widely read men of Indian Terr itory 

was a thinker and phi~osopher. During his public 



lite he has made many oratorical efforts that was 

classic in the patheti~ realization of his dy~ng 

race. 
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· EDITORIAL <IDN MOJrY TIGER 

Guthrie ' 

Moty Tiger~ chief of the Creek Ind1an nation , 

succeeding the ~ate Chief Pleasant Porter~ has received 

his commission from President Boosevelt mak1ng h~ the 

authoritative head of the Creeks. 

In view of the fact that he will probably be 

the last chief" of the Creeks, much interest attaches 

to Chief Ti ger. Bearing a nrune which indicates 

ag111 ty and s·trength , Chief Tiger does not belie his 

name 1n appearance . He is straight as an arrow , wears 

a bl.ack beard and has a dignified manner which commands 

attention at the first glance. 

The chief~s name is Ho-mah- ti- ka , which, being 

ditricult to pronounce in English , has been corr pted 

to ~ty." Thi s n~e translated from the Creek means , 

•ne first to cross the river , enter enemies ' countries 



and recapture canoe." It was t he name of one of 

Tiger's ga~ant ancestors ho , with thre e other brave 

Creek warriors were the first to recapture the canoe 

trom the enemy during the, Florida ar . 

Moty Tiger oomes from pure Indian blood , and 

was born in Indian Terr itory five years after his 

tather, Tulsa Fixico, and mother, Louisa, emigrated 

with the Creek tribe to Indian Terr itory in ~855 . 

Tiger, true to his .name and parentage , early 

became a warrior, and at the outbreak of the aivil 

war he enlisted in the volunteer Indian regiment of 

Colonel. Chilly Mcintosh and served through the ar , 

retiring as a first sergent . Reduced to poverty in 

the service of the southern c use, he split rails, 

tenoed a plat of ground and proceeded to make a 

11Ving tor himself' and family. He was not called to 

otfioial position until 1874 , hen he as elected 

captain of the light horse of the Creek nation. Later 

he was elected a member of the house of kings from 

Tuckabatchee town and held successively therea~ter the 

position of district judge of Deep Fork district , 

member ot the house of warriors , attorney general, 

auper1ntendent of creek orphans• homes and prosecuting 

•"torney ot Deep Fork district. · 

0 J 



In the fall of 1899 Tiger as elected second 

chief of the Creek nation and re- elected in 1903 • . In 

1893 the Dawes commission was created by act of congress 

tor the purpose of negotiating with the several tribes 

ot Indians in Indian Territory with a view of disolving 

the tribal. relatJ.ons and alloting the Indian lands . A 

mass nee t ing of the Gre s as called by Chief Perryman 

to consider the proposition of the commission and Tiger 

was the only Indian present ho ·did not oppose the plan. 

Chief Tiger i s follo ing the precedent of Sam 

Checote, who as chi f of the ere ks many y ars ago . 

He was an English scholar ~ but when ver anyone spoke 

to htm in an official capacity, especially a s a rep­

resentative of the government , he refused to talk 

unless the conversation was int rpreted into Creek . 

He took the ground that he as representing the Cre k 

nation and that th i r native language as the only 

one he would r ecognize i n the transaction of business 

:tor his people, 

Since assuming the duties of chief a constant 

stream of fUll- blood Indians may be seen filing into 

h1 oftioe. Hi s callers r p esent largely the non­

progressive element, who hope through their new chief 

to restore some ot t heir 1ost po er . Although he can 



talk English perfectly, Chief Tiger conducts all his 

conversations regarding official affairs in the Creek 

1anguage. His office force is composed of a secretary, 

two stenographers and an interpreter and if a white 

:aum w1$es to speak to the new chi f he must do so. 

through this interpreter. 



Tahlequah , Indian 'i'erri tory 
Saturday , September 28 , 190? 
Io . 5 , 21st year . 
Waddie Hudson , Manager 

POINTiiENT OF MOTY TIGER 

ot y Ti ger , chief of the Creek Indian nation , 

succeeding t he late Chief Pleasant ~ orter , has received 

his commi ssion from President oosevelt maki ng him the 

authoritative head of the Creeks . 

In view of the fact that he will probably be 

the l a st chi ef of the Creeks , much i nterest attaches 

to Chief Ti ger . Beari ng a name which indica tes agility 

and strength , Chi ef Ti ger does not belie his name in 

appearance . He is strai t as an arrow , has a pi ercing 

black e ye , ears a black beard and has a digni fied 

manner which co.!Unands attent i on at the firs t glance . 

The chief ' s given name is Ho~1ah- ti -ka , which , 

being di fficult to pr onounc e in ·nglish , has been 

corrupted to "Moty" , This name translated from the 

Creek means , "The first to cross the river , enter 

enemies ' country nd recapture canoe . " It as the 

name of one of ' i er ' s gallant ancestors who ~·,i th 

three other brave Creek warriors were the firs t to 



recapture the canoe from the enemy during the Florida 

war. 

Moty Tiger comes from pure ndian blood , and was 

born in I ndi an territory five years after his father , 

Tulsa Fi xi co , and mother , Louisa , emi grated with the 

Creek t ribe to Indian territory in 1835 . 

Ti ger , true to his name and parentage early be­

come a warrior , and at the outbreak of t he civil war 

he enlisted in the volunteer Indian regiment of Colonel 

Chilly Mcintosh and served through the war , ret iring as 

a first s ergeant . educed to proverty in the service 

of the Southern c use , he split rails , fenced a plat 

of ground and proceeded to make a living for hi mself 

and f amily . He was not called to of ficial position 

until 18 ?4 , when he ras elected captain of the li ght 

horse of the ·creek nation . Later he was el ecte a member 

of t he house of kings from Tuckabtchee town and held 

success ively thereafter the positions of a istrict judge 

of Deep For k distr i ct , member of the house of arriors , 

attor ney general , superintendent of Creek orphans ' 

homes and nro secuting attorney of Deep Fork distric t . , . 
hile serving hi s term in this posit i on the 

act of congress kno n as the Curtis bill , which abol -

ished the I ndian court s , as p ssed . 



In t he fal l of 1899 1i ger was ele cted second 

chief of the Cr eek nat i on and re - elec ted i n 1903 . In 

1893 the Dawes commi ssi on was created by act of congress 

tor the purpose of ne gotiating with the several tr ibes 

of Indians in Indian territory with a view of di ssolv­

ing the tri bal relations and alloting the Indian lands . 

A mass mee t i ng of the Creeks was called by Chi f Perry­

man to consi der the proposit i on of the commission and 

Tiger was t he only Indian preoent who did not oppose 

the plan . 

Si n ce ass ing hi s duti es of chief a constant 

stream of fu l l blood Indians may be seen filing into hi s 

office . Hi s callers represent largely the non- progress ive 

element who hope through t he ir new chi ef to re s t ore 

some of their l ost po \ er . Although he can talk ngl ish 

perfectly , C i ef Ti ger con ucts ll hi s conversations 

regarding o 'f ici al a fairs in the Creek language . 

His off ice force i s co posed of a secretary , t o sten­

ographers and an i nterpeter , and if a w ite man wishes 

to talk to the new chi ef he must do so through this 

interpr eter . 

Chief Ti ge r i s f ol lowing the precedent of Sam 

Checote who was chief of ' t he Creeks many year s ago . 
' 

He was an English scholar , bu t whenever anyone spoke 



to him in an offi cial capacity , espec i a lly as a r epre­

sentative of the . goverment , he ref u s ed to t a l k unless 

the conversation was interpreted i nto Cr eek . He took 

the ground that he was representing the Creek nation 

and that t heir nat i ve language was t he only one he 

would recogni ze i n the transaction of business f or 

his people. 
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1v!ESS_':..GE OF 10TY TIGER 

Paying h i gh tribute to the l a te Chief 

Porter and ca lling a ttention to t he aff a irs of his 

people, r-oty Tiger , Chief of the Creeks , has issued 

his fir s t a nd perhaps his 1 st message to the Creeks . 

Chief Ti ger has ca lled · mee ting of the 

Creek ~a tiona l council for today a t t he old Creek 

capita l a t Okmulgee . This will per hap s be the 1 st 

council meet ing of t he Cree ks , ~ s s to teho od will be 

granted before another regular session. 

Following is the full t ext o Chief r i ger's 

message: 

To the _onor ble I1embers of t he ous e of Kings and 

the ~ouse of warr ior s of the ~ uskogee (Cree~) 

Nation: 

Under t he dar kes t s h do 1 of a grea t loss 

o our people a nd th e entire country, you a ssemble 

his year. 



On t ~e night of Sep tember second , Principal 

Chief Ple asa nt Porter was striken with paralysis in 

the town of Vinita , nd died the fol l owing morning 

at eight o'clock . 

It wi ll be stating it mildly and modest y 

to say that he was the mos t univers ully loved man 

among a ll t he Creek people . He as benevolent and 

generous to t he weak , magnanimous , candid and fair 

to the strong . ue ~ s the c1la f:1.pion of the oppressed, 

the bold uncomp remising foe of the oppressor . Fis 

great big heart was fu 1 of kindness a nd he loved 

the Creek people with an unsurpassed patriotic de­

votion. 

q e long ago foresaw the pass i ng wa y of 

Triba l Government , together with those customs and 

habits dea r to t he hearts of our people , a nd whilst 

much of t he pl an of the General Gove rnment affecting 

the sta tus and co~ditions of t he Five Civilized Tribes 

was objection ble to h i m, yet he met the conditions 

and did t he best that could be done , r-,alizi g and 

knowing it wou d be but a useless resistence to t­

tempt to stand in the ay of the {j '.-,_ i te m n ' s nre sent 

d Y i dea of Chris tian. civ iliza t ion and con®erci al 

progress . 



11 men r e spected Pleasant Porter . 

an honest man and a · fearless one , and as he lived so 

he passed way . is l a st words with due reverence 

but calmly spoken were : "I am not afraid to die . n 

The . ct of ongress of .April 26 , 1 06 , pro ­

vides as follo s : 

"That if t he Principal Chief of the Choctaw, 

Cherokee , Creek or Seminole tribe , or t he Governor 

of the Chickasa t ribe shall refuse or neglect to 

perform the duti es devolving upon him , he may be re ­

m:)ved from of fic e by the President of the Uni ted 

States, or if any such executive become s permanently 

disabled, t he office may be dec lared va cant by the 

President. of t he United Sta tes , who may fill any 

vacancy aris ing fro.l removel , disability or dea th of 

the encumbent, by appointment of a citizen by blood 

of the tribe. " 

Under the ct above quoted , the President 

of the United St tes did on the t day of Septembe r , 

1907, commission me a s Principal Chief of the Creek 

Nation, Vice Plea san t porter , deceased . 

on t he l 9t l1 day of September, 1907 , I t ook 

the oath of office t::. S required by law , and i mmediately 

ntered upon .the a ct ive discharge of its duties . It 



ill be my purpose nd a i m to do all in my power 

and to use ever y l egi t ima te po fer my off ice carr i e s 

with it to protect a nd foster the best i nteres t of 

our tribe as a whole and of every indi v·idual compris ­

ing it, and to t h i s nd I a sk ~nd pray fo r the s i n­

cere co-operat i on of eve r y member of the N tiona l 

Council, and I f . e l a ssured and conf i den t t a t I wi l l 

have it. 

The Council r t i t s l as t annua l ses s ion ua s ­

sed an .~.~ ct ma k i ng prov i s i on f or and electing a dele -

,ga tion to go to .va sh i ngton and repres l nt the ation' s 

interest befo re the departuents of the Government end 

the Congre s s of the Un i t£ d St a t es . The report of 

the surviv ing membe s of the t Cor .mit t ee wil l be made 

to your Honora bl e body , and I am sure you i ppre -

oiate and approve t he on c i entious service they gave 

and ·the faithful re sul ts of t heir efforts and l abors . 

Section 5 of t he ~ct of hpril , 190 , pro­

vides in part a s f ol lows : 

n 11 pa te 11. t s or d ::- eds to a l otte s and other 

conveyances affect i ng l ands of any kind of s id t r i be s 

shall be reco rded in t he offi ce of the Comni s s i oner 

to the Five Civili zed Tr i bes , nd when so rec or de d 

hall convey leg 1 title , and s ha 11 be de i vered un-



der the direction of t he Secre t ar y of the Inter i or , 

to the party e ntitl ed t o r e ceive t h e same . " 

It a s under this . ct tha t forme r Se cr eta ry 

ot the Interior • i t chcock did on I£ay 9th , 190 , di ­

rec t that all dee ds to the Five Civilized Tribe s be 

delivered by t he Commi s s i oner to sa id tribes . At 

the October se s s io n , 1 06 , of your -onora ble body , 

you passed r e sol u t ion di rected t o the Principa l 

Chief in w ic h ou reques ted t ha t every i nfluence 

possible be brou ht to bea r to se cure a cance la t ion 

of t he above or der , to t he end t ha t the del i very of 

the deeds to the Cr eek citize ns might be continued br 

t he Principa l Chief i n a c cordance i t h the terms of 

the origin 1 agreemen t . On tBy 24th , 1904 , Se cretary 

Garfield ca n'3elle d t h e sa id order of I~~ay 9t h , 1206 , 

and direc t e d th t all dee ds to cit izens of the creek 

Nation be del i ver ed by th e Princ i pa l Chi ef of sa id 

Nation, and in fur t her a nce of s uch order t he dee ds 

are now being del ivere d from my of fi ce . 

There h s been 37 , 3 6 de ds exe cu t ed and of 

t his nmber 27, 1 60 h ve been de li vere d . Si nce e ch 

allottee receive s t o dee ds t~ ere is 18 , 698 c i ti zens 

comprising t he r a t io n . Of t h i s number 11 , 8 3 are of 

Indian blood and 6 , 805 are Fr eedmen . 



Under t he " ew Bor n" Act of 1905 t here ha s 

been enrolled and deed s exe cuted to 1 , 728 children of 

India n blood a nd 36 Freedmen . Tha t t he de livery of 

deeds ma y be expedi t ed with a ll t he dispa tch possibl e , 

I suggest tha t ea ch membe r of t he council us e hi s be st 

effor t s to induce ever y l l o t tee (who i s without t he i r 

dee ds) to t ake i mmedi a te neces s ar y s t eps t o se cur e t he 

same. 

There is i n t he cr eek Na tion 3 , 07 ' ,09 4 

61-100 a cres of l and . Of t his amount 2 , 91 , 680 a cr es 

ha ve been deeded for al l o t ments a nd home stea ds l eaving 

a surplus of 8 7 , 414 61- 100 a cres . 

· Anothe r re s olut ion of t he l a st council aski ng 

tha t a Roll of t he c iti zens of the Creek Na ti on be f ur ­

mished the Pr i ncipa l Chief , ha s r ece i ve d f avora bl e con­

sidera tion a t t he hands of t he depar t me n t a nd. such a 

ro1 , full and comple t e made up a nd f urnis hed by the 

deportmen t i s now i n my of fic e and i s open to t he in­

s pection of every cre ek c i tizen . Thi s roll may be of 

some va lue even a t t his l at e day , since t hrough t he 

intervention o f t he I nter ior Depar t ment , The Depart ­

ment of Just i ce is fil i ng suit s where t he vi dence can 

be obtained .t ha t t he deeds were obtaine d by fraudulent 

citi zensh i p . 



Contrary to t he usu 1 custo , there is no 

report this year by t he Superin te nden t of ~ ubl i c In­

struction. This is bee us e under t be ct of Congr es s 

of .pril 26t h , 1 906 , t he Indian schools Jere put un­

der the author ity nd control of the Secretary of t he 

Interior. Th t ct furt her provides t ha t no mount 

for a ny one year in exces s of t h t e ended by the 

tribe f or the s e period, should be used for school 

purpose s. Upon t he itt nee of the Terr itory to 

stDtehood , 11 use of t he trib 1 funds for schools 

is a t an end. 

I he rewith tra nsn i t to you for your i nspec-

tion and cons ider tion , t he r eport of our ra tion 1 

..:~udi to r . This r eport con t ins st te ent of ppro ­

pria ti ons for l a st year f or different purpos e s , the 

amount s expe nded f r om such , t he re ce i pts fr om t he Gov­

ernment , i nterest on i nve s t ed funds , nd t he proceeds 

from to nsi t es to ge t her 7i t h r evenues collec t ed from 

all sources· t he same is hereto a tt ch ed und m r ked 
' 

exhibit " " • 
I a lso t r nsmit to you for your informa ti on , 

sta te e t of e xpenditures of delega tes to shington, 

D C d r Ppr oprl. tion t october session 1 06 , • • , un e 

the s e is he reto a tt a che d and r ke d ex 1i bi t "B" . 



_row t ha t t he roll of citi zens hip of th e tri be 

is oomplete a nd t he number of cre s of surp us l ands 

is fixed nd kno ~n , no t h i ng rema ins i n the way of 

tina l sett l ement of t he Na t ion ' s &ff airs lnd the p y­

ment of t he equa li z tion f und , o t h er t han the di spo s i ­

tion and s ~ l e of t he sc hool nd publi c bu i ldings . I 

am sur e ge well have t he ewr nest co-oper · tion end help 

of t he I nterior Dep rtment to bring "bout thi s fi na l 

closing of our aff i r~ a t t he e rliest pos sible moment 

and t ha t the comi ng Cong~es s ill prov ide the neces sar y 

legisla tion to t h is end . 

The ~ ork i n the office of t h e Chief h v ing 

in no ay di min ished , I re commend tha t t he us 1 ap­

propria tion be ma de for car rying out nd comp l tion 

of t he a t i on ' s aff a ir s . 

There is a s trong disposition on the part of 

the 1 nd specula tors a nd gr af t ers i n t h e err i t or , c s 

well · s els . her e, t o s e cu re t t his winter's s ession 

of Congres s t he removal of r es t r ictions f rom t he ~ llo t­

ments of ful l - bloods '"'nd t he ho e·- stea ds of Free en 

citizens. Sin ce t he council in i ts 1 te extr ses sion 

ra tified a nd "pproved the r- ccumber :Jnendrr ent , I che er ­

fully a dvi s e c.'ld re comwend t h1. t your onora ble body 

take pos tive a ction by way of resol ut i on pr otest i ng 



against any viola tion of t he ,.,_gr~ement be t fe en t h e 

Gover nment and the. 1 Ta t ion touch i ng the a l i enation of 

these homestea ds of our Fr ee dmen citi zens before the 

twenty-one ye r limita tio n wi ll h ve exp ired . . 

It is l awful t o sell the i nherited l ands of 

full-blood citizens, but the sa le must be under t he 

rules and r e gul a tions pre scribed by t he Se c ~ etary of 

the Interior, t ha t is, by ~ dver ti semen t and ~ a l ed 

bids through ~he Unit ed St a te s Indian Age nt . Notwi th­

standing Congr e ss ha s decl red nd the Department holds 

tha t a ll deeds to ful l-blood l a nds are a bsolutely void , 

except a s ~ bove s e t out, yet there instances of where 

these void dee ds ( Ca l led clouds on the titl e ) have har m­

fully a f f ecte d the sa le of th~se l ands a d the parti es 

bidding for t he sa e are urging t he .. ge nt (and i th 

some de gre e of success) t h t t hese sa i d void deeds be 

cancelled, or the clo ud rerr·oved fro m t he t itles before 

they (the successful bidders ) are r equ i r ed to P Y ba l ­

ance of purch se (or bid) pr i ce . unscupul ous men have 

by the payment of a little mo ney and by a n ever bun-

dance of promises (ma de in ba d f ith ) s e cure d deeds 

from heirs to much of t h is 1 nd , and thi s hurt is con­

stra i ned to urge yo u to t ake a c t i on in t he shape of 

an earnest r e solution to t he Depar t ment a sk i ng that 



suoh steps as a re necessary to reli eve our people of 

t his evil condition . 

The a tion 1 ttorne y h s no i n course of 

prepara ti on , a bill t o fi l e i n t he courts at an earl 

date invol v i ng this que stion of t he v lidity or i n­

validity of dee ds executed by a fu l l - blood citizen to 

the l ands al l otted to h i m and t he a llotments i nherited 

by him. Thi s case will e i n t he natur e of t est 

cr se and vill ha ve the effec t of definitely a nd final ly 

settling these quest ions in every i nstance here full ­

bloods have signed deeds . I auld a dvise t ha t ea ch 

member of t he council ake it point to i mpress it 

upon t he full- bloods of hi to n t ha t t hey c n sell 

only t heir i nh r ited l ands and tha t t hrough t he I ndi an 

gent nd in no o t her wa y , and th t the signing of deed s 

by them ~ay from the ngency is but one of the ays 

the spider s have of pulling them into their ebQ . 

The re h s never bee n a time since the s i gn i ng 

ot the Supplement 1 .• greement hen it wa s mor e urgen t 

and 1m ortan t tha t t he Ja tion have r ep r es ent a tio n &t 

the comi ng se s sion of Congr es , I t h erefo r e re comTiend 

that you make ne ces sar y provis ions and appropr i a tions 

for t hi s purpose . 

The vis i t of s ec re t ·r Gar field to our peo ple 

• 



in ugust was i ndeed a ple a sure to us all a nd I am 

sure will prove fruitf~l of good re sults . Ti s hear t 

is with us in .t he many tri a ls and hards hi ns inc i dent 
"' 

to our new form of governmen t and life , a nd he ill 

give us the benefit of his pe rson 1 and of fi cial in­

fluence i n · s e curing s uch l egilsa tion a s i s adap ted to 

our best good . 

I Will no doubt during the se s s ion ca l to 

your a tte ntio n in a separ a te communi ca t i on, other ma t -

ters I :r_nay deem of i mportance . 

Feeling assured t h, t your acts and delibera ­

tions will be wi . e , judicious and harmonio us , I am 

very r e spec tfully your obedient ser -

vant , 

OT . TIGER , 

pr incipal Chief of the r,:uskogee (Creek) 

a t· on. 
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and the ottieer gaYe up the searoh. 

In 'he sbeenee ot Ohiet Tiger no action was 

takan at the time, but 1be Ch1.et,. who is in eahing­

-.on, e:a promptly nottt1e4 by w1l'e·. At Creek head­

quar'tera 1t 1s ole.ble4 that the wsr:rant was 1neor..­

~ectlJ dre n and provided for the search of one 

room only. Th·e deputies, however, ~anse oked every 

ott1ce ln ·tbe bUildi~. Step s w1ll be teken to 

proaeou'te the otfi o1als tor unlawfully breaking into 

'ht ottiee ot the chief. 
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BLOODS 

Guthrie, Ok , , 

June 28 , 

The supreme court o:r kle.homa today held that 

the so-called c b • en Ult of 1906, extending 

th restriction on the holdings o all fullbloods 

in Indian Terri tory f t enty-fi ve years , pp lied 

only to original al lotm - ts, end not inherited 1 nds. 

Under ~hi d c1a1on all deed to Creek .1 erited 

lan4 mad a1noe August 8 , 1907 hen the five ye r 

11m1t ot Creek suppl ental greement expired , 

er nl1d• eYen it mad e by tull blood and 1 thout 

he approval ot the sec etary ot the interior. The 

d o1a1on involves probably more lends th an any o se 

hioh he yet been decided in the state . 

Th opinion ot tioe Bayes as handed down 
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Harjo 1 is ted that u 1. ·the tr (.t i c s he 

h a rig t to ma1nt in his u rd , ut st ted t ha t 

he would f r 0 t 1 ight e:xc t for the nger 
ot ttao :f'rom o e of t'1 on , ho <,re 

sreatly exoi t d nt d t o v n e nc on him. 

tter t h djut nt gene l h r ttdsad hi m protec-

t1on all a rms · ere 1 1d d.o m and his forces d1sb nded. 

Th t finis ed th s ak up is ing , n so c lled . of 

lest year. 

The one which h s just closed i s so rcely 

mor serious except· th t t he 111 t1 re ctually 

called into the field this t1me nd t h Indiana 

took to th oods. Gen r el Canton op osed ca lling 

out th tr ope this time, end ould rather have 

handled th situ tion 1mself, believing th the 

could again have preve t ed roubl by a persoaal 

Yis1t to the Snale olen. warrant as then issued 

tor Harjo on the charge f inciting resistance to 

the ottioera. HarJo and his i edi te friends 

resisted arrest and two ottioer ere killed, 

although there ia no evidence that the old ohiet 

h elt tired 'he shot. 
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TB~ FOh GIBSO '£ 

Fort Gibson, Oklsho 
Thur day, July 22 , 1909 
Vol. 9 o. 24 
J. s . Bolden, 1tor 

intend to publish shortly soroo s tchea 

ot the 11 terary productions or Alex osey, the Cr eek 

b rd and .Philosopher , · th a ioture t ·aken fro h is 

latest pho tograph. r . Posey has the diati ction 

ot being th greatest .11 t cr ry ch racter a on the 

Indiana who s left his wri ings to the orld, hus 
I 

tar the gr eteat n tive writer of the new sta te ot 

Okl homa. He was both h orous end entiment 1 

writer, b ·sed on the philosop ry of nature. nor eeu, 

th sege ot oncord, as his favorite author, n 

he carried all volume of aldene" i n h is ocket 

tor a number of ye rs, that he .·ight aruse the 

ame wheneTer he ha leisure. His f a ther s 8 full-

blood Irishmen, and his other, ho is still living, 

ia a full-blood Creek oman. He 1 erited his 

talents f~om his tether, ho he told us as 8 man 

ot muoh more natural ab111 ty than himself, hi oh 
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Comaendmen ttt and the teaeh1ng of the Book where 1 t 

aaya t " As men sow that sh 11 they also reap," and 

as a true p 1losopher beli eved that no one through 

tlleolog_i ce.l or religi ous juglery can ·scape the 

eonee~enoes .of evil eots, or m1aspen t 11t , and t 11-a t 
I 

every one eh 11 be 1
. udged · coord.1ng to th deeds done 

in the body." 

lines to --

o s eetly doos e anew r u i n his 

DAFF :DIL 

·~vhen d th ha ~ ut the blue skie 
out from :m . 

aweet Daffo d.11, 
d. years roll on ithou t my memory , 

Tbou'll r e ch t hy tender fln r s 
down to mine ot cl y. 

A true triend $t1ll, 
Although I •· ll never know thee till 

the ju gm t day. 

' TI S S 

•Tis sweet. so swee t 1 ·han ork ie o'er, 
.. t ev , to h r the voice ot love 

Shout welcome from the cot taae ool"; 
Err~bo .ered on the bill bove • 

The furro .ed field: h er , F~l . the day, 
You toil and s eet for little bread t 

t t e t he c i ld at pl Y 
so s ee o se come with erms outspread • 

~;rop toys and 
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Creek in 1620 and 1n 1'103 the Tuokebotohess end Ale-

ftm8 , by treaty bee me a part of e Confe eracy 

e Hi tchi te, h1oh s thus formed . Later o me 

Q,uaaarte, Teskeke, Yemase 1 I~a tohez and others . 
' 

Because of th 1r stren th and reputa tion tor 

1adom, many oth r c me sk1ng tor alli nee 1 th 

the Co ederaoy until 1n 1798 1 t n ber d 77 tr1 bes 

or to ns s they re no called. 

Forty- nine re cl ss d s p er t o n and 

t ty•e1ght s o er to • 

The ck b tch1e 1ch loc t od on the 

Tellipoosa r1 ver a the le 1 ton nd the 

sea~ ot their capite • . ro inent ulsa, 

Taskegi, Okfuskee, ill be, 1tosse uf ula --

and on t lo r as o usset h, Hetche 

-y twnka end lanulgee ere o t prominent. 

Apart nd thou t a y irect oo ct1on 1th 

the other tow ne . ere the eight oris in 1 el ns of the 

uekogees, viz: he 1nd, Bear , 1ger, Deer, Bird, 

R oooon, neke nd •ox. The first, s econd and third 

er most r1 tocratio eooord1 to reoed nee. 

The t1 es of clan ere even strong r th 

tho ot blood and a son in Ule clan r 1 tion o 

nd g Te more strict obedience end deference than t hat 
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wi.th 1 t eaning -- although 1 t is greetly abused t 

this pr.esent se en h s lost much of 1 t s seriousness 

and for.mer meaA1ng t o m ny. 

h e reek Conf'eder c y as ruled y one Grea t 

Chief choa en from the or i g1 1 tribe ( t he ~uskogae) 

in early a ys, but after the beginning of the ! ine• 

teenth century th e chiefs er chosen f r o •uoka­

batches and o at s. the o ns of Chi f s . 

Ea ch t o n h i ts o n chi ef or co o ho 

o lle by to n n me as nco e t 1oco .. " 

.oubord.ina t€ t o t h e Gre t Chi e f e r o 

ohiets -- one ot the Upper one of e Lo er o ns 

ohos n from Tuckabatcbe and Co eta respectively. 

Theae we~e the War Chiefs or stenugger ( ~arr1or) 

Chiet. t en r \ s t o be dec ared t he Tustenugger 

sent to the town ch1et· a stick pa inted red. e 

Town Chief ould c 11 his arriors to gether by 

drum beating end f'te r the required n be r ot ar­

riora ere secured the ar party ould purity themselve s 

by taldng medi cine be to re depa rting on the journey 

to nr. 
Th1a ot i 'taelf' showed th a t theY ·ere governed 

bJ a deep religious tervor and det renee to a Higher 

Power on hom they depended for help in all of their 

atta1re . 
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auld Iaake .Pe ce l hen Weatherford as rrenderod . 

Cpothleyoholo s a gre t a aker end councillor 

while en a c i ef of the Upper to . s . 

l.cintoah, chief of the Lo er to n a in 

f vor of treaty t o sell their lands end pothley -

bolo as not. t a meeting at Br oken Arro he t ld 

.cinto h to be Bli are of signing t h tre ty -- ut . 

· cintosh si n ed 1 end as i mmediat ely executed 

aaoord1lJ8 to tbe la at that time . 

During the Revolution the Cr eeks took sides 

1 th the {ngl1sh -- ny of our Cre ek n · s may be. 

traced t o the s gliah soldiers and th Hi 1 d er s 

of Scotl nl end n erous progeny of t1 tled fa lies 

re found in our reek fam11 1e of today. I know 

one tttm1ly ho trace their no stry b ck to the 

Au tr1an 1 ero:r . Another ho has in their rch1Tea 

heirloom of George ~es.hington -- others ho claim 

de ceo t trom Sir John arsh8ll - on . the McGilo:r y , 

the cintosb. end erne tts ·e find ep teti ves ot 

the eotoh ns . Yohola ~coo end d y c rr ·ere 

t 0 other warriors of no e t the close of the ·1ght-

eenth ·cen 'ta.lry. The latter ae ot Irish father and 

Cre very shr \ d ma - smart end 

in~llisent tre er and inte ~ pre ter . At the age ot 
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Ohland orton ; 
nThe Gover mnent O"f t he Cr eeks , " 
Chronicle s of Oklaho a . 
V • 8 , No.· 1 ( arch , 1930 ) ., p • 59 • 

I,;:)P.AR ... C .. ' 

I spar hecher , a ul l-blood , s born i n t he 

Creek countr y i n la &a , a out t he year 1820 . In 

1 836 hi s parent s mi r a·t t o t he I nd i an Terri t or y , 

bot of t he dyi ng s hor t l y aft r ard . Isp hecher 

gre up with but scant educa t i on . ~t t he out brea 

of t h e Civ i l far he enlis t ed i n a Cr eek Re r.,i en t , 

hich ent er ed t he Confedera t e ser vice , but he 1 t ar 

joi ned t he Un1on r y as a voluntee~ , bei ng us t er -

e d out o f t 1a s er v ce i n 1865 . Ie bec ame a leader 

among wha t er e kno 1n as t he . oyal Cr eek part y , and 

as sever al ti 10 s no i na t ed as i ts candi da te f or 

principal chi ef . He as elect ed t o t h t pos ition 

in 1895 and served four ye r s . n di ed i n Decc .. bor , 

1902e, Thoburn , stor y of Oklaho a , Vol . 11 , p . 

554 . 



Ohland Morton, 
"The Government of the Creeks n 

Chronicles of Oklahoma. ' 
V. 8 , No. l( March, 1930), pp .60-6l. 

PLEASANT PO RTER 

Pleasant Porter was born on a plantation ne ar 

Clarksville, in the Creek Nation, September 26, 1840. 

His paternal grandfather , a native of Pennsylvania, 

was a captain in the Uni ted States Army at t he time 

of the Creek ar, and showed such consideration for 

the defeated Muskogee Indians that they formally 

adopted him into their tribe . Years later, Pleasant 

Porter 's fa t her, Benjamin E. Porter , came to the 

Creek country and married the daughter of a promin­

ent chie f , Tah-to-pee Tus t-e-nuk- kee, and settled on 

a plantation. Pleasant Porter ' s early life was 

simple, if not uneventful. His education was secured 

at t he Presbyterian Mi s sion School at Tallahas see. 

At the outbreak of t he Civil ar he entered the Con­

federate Army as a private . He saw much active ser­

vice during the war, and was promoted through the 

various grades to the rank of first lieutenant. 



The close of the war found him , like most of his 

fellow tribesmen , penniless . He began life then 

as a farmer . His first official position in civil 

life was that of superintendent of schools of the 

Creel<: Nation , in which capacity he re - organized 

the educational system, which had ceased to exist 

during the war . His ability becoming recognized , 

his services were soon in demand as a representa­

tive at Washington . At the time of the Spiechee 

War in 1882-3 , Pleasant Porter was entrusted with 

t e command of the administration military forces , 

a duty which he discharged not only fe arles~ly , but 

also with great judgment and tact . During the 

later years of his life he occupied the position of 

principal chief of the Creek Nation . His attain­

ments and integrity were such that he easily ranked 

as one of the most distinguished and influential 

Indians of his time . His death occured at Vini ta, 

in September, 1907 . Thoburn and Halcomb , A History 

of Oklahoma n . p . 156 . 
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